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THE STATE OF ISLAMOPHOBIA IN EUROPE

« Discrimination in the workplace should be tackled to address the low level of
economic activity among Muslims through targeted interventions at the stages of
recruitment, job retention, and promotion.

» Preserving the Human Rights Act and the protection of minority rights including
religious slaughter, circumcision and the wearing of religious attire or symbols are
imperative for a multicultural Europe.

» Counter-terrorism policies should work with Muslim communities, not against
them, in the so-called “de-radicalization” programs.  ese programs should also
incorporate the ght against far-right and far-left terrorist groups and should not
only target Muslims.
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ISLAMOPHOBIA IN NUMBERS

The overwhelming majority of European states do not record Islamopho-
bic incidents as a separate category of hate crime. The recording of anti-
Muslim/Islamophobic crimes by the police as a separate category of hate
crime is essential to uncover the real extent of this problem and to develop
counter-strategies to combat it.

In the EU, only 12% of Muslims who have been discriminated against report
their cases to the authorities. (Source: FRA) The non-exhaustive list that fol-
lows hints at the extent of underreporting of anti-Muslim hate crimes in
Europe by states and NGOs, which has serious implications regarding the
awareness of Muslims and the bureaucracy to tackle these issues.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

DENMARK
n2016, 56 ISlamophobic incidents

were reported. 20% of the all hate crime committed in 2016
targeted Muslims, while the group make up 5% of the general
population, making Muslims the most targeted minority.
(Source: National Police)

BELGIUM

In the month following the terror attacks in Brussels,

36 Islamophobic incidents

were recorded. (Source: CCIB).

AUSTRIA
256 Islamophobic incidents

were documented.

(Source: EIR Report, Antidiscrimination Office Styria, ZARA, and Initiative
for a Discrimination-Free Education [IDB]).
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FRANCE

« 121 Islamophobic incidents were reported.

(Source: Observatory of Islamophobia)

: « 19 Muslim places of worship were closed by the government;
: 749 individuals were placed under house arrest;

over 4,500 police raids were conducted;

and the list of individuals under government surveillance

has reached 25,000.

e 17,393 individuals were enrolled in the Terrorism
Prevention Database (FSPRT).

GERMANY

100 attacks occurred on mosques.
(Source: DITIB and German State)

908 attacks took place targeting German Muslims.

60% of all Muslim teaching staff felt discriminated.

(Source: Karim Fereidooni)

There were 1,906 criminal attacks on refugees
(5.2 attacks per day).

« There were 286 attacks against refugee shelters
(0.8 attacks per day).

e 132 criminal acts and physical attacks against

(refugee) aid workers occurred (0.4 attacks per day).
(Source: German state)

o 7% of Muslims have experienced physical violence.
o 25% of Muslims have experienced harassment.
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{ NORWAY
: e In2017, 14% of Muslims

experienced harassment.

_ NETHERLANDS
. 364 incidentsofdiscrimination

against Muslims occurred in 2016.
(Source: Verwey Jonker Institute and Anne Frank Foundation)

POLAND

® In 2017, Muslims were the most targeted group representing
20% of all hate crime cases.

(Source: National Prosecutor’s Office)

* Between January and October 2017, there were 664 hate crime
proceedings regarding attacks against Muslims.
(Source: Ministry of Interior)

» 193 (29%) of those proceedings resulted in an indictment.

o (Source: Ministry of Interior)
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¢ SWEDEN

* In2016,439 hate crimes with Islamophobic motives were recorded.
. (Source: Swedish Crime Survey-NTU)

. UNITED KINGDOM

: o The terrorist attack in Manchester in May resulted in a
fivefold increase in Isamophobic hate crime
. inthe Greater Manchester region.
6 (Source: Greater Manchester Police)
« Hate crime cases targeting Muslims in Greater London
for the entire year of 2017 increased to 1,204 from 1,678
in the previous year, which is equal to a 40% rise.
(Source: Scotland Yard)

e Between March and July 2017, the number of attacks on
mosques climbed to 110 from 47 in the previous year.
(Source: Tell MAMA UK)

* In2016, 1,223 cases of Islamophobic attacks were
reported to Tell MAMA. Twenty percent of these incidents involve
physical attacks; 56 % of the victims were women, while
two-thirds of the perpetrators were men.

o
: SPAIN

: « In2017, 546 attacks took place against Muslims.

(Source: Plataforma Ciudadana contra la Islamofobia)
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his is the third issue of the annual European Islamophobia Report (EIR) consisting

of an overall evaluation of Islamophobia in Europe in the year 2017, as well as

33 country reports which include almost all EU member states and additional
countries such as Russia and Norway. This year’s EIR represents the work of 40 promi-
nent scholars and civil society activists from various European countries.

The denial of the very existence of Islamophobia/anti-Muslim racism/anti-Muslim hate
crime in Europe by many demonstrates the need for an appropriate effort and political
will to tackle this normalized racism and its manifestations that are deeply entrenched in
European societies, institutions, and states.

This denial is not only the case for extremist groups on the political fringe of the soci-
ety, but rather far-right discourses have moved to the center of political power. Conse-
quently, it is not only right-wing extremist groups that rely on the means of Islamophobic
propaganda and discourse - social democrats, liberals, leftists or conservatives are not
immune to this form of racism.

As a survey published by the FRA reveals 76% of Muslim respondents feel strongly at-
tached to the country they live in, while 31% of those seeking work have been discrimi-
nated against in the last five years. At the same time, only 12% of Muslims say they have
reported cases of discrimination. Hence, we can say with certainty that the extent of
discrimination Muslims face in Europe is much greater than the numbers revealed in any
report on Islamophobia and anti-Muslim hate crime in Europe.

In other words, one can claim that all the available data and statistics about Islamophobia
in Europe show only the tip of the iceberg. Therefore, revealing the comprehensiveness of
structural anti-Muslim racism lies at the heart of the European Islamophobia Report project,
which on a yearly basis analyzes the trends and developments in Europe from Russia to
Portugal, and Malta to Norway.

About SETA

Foundation for Palitical, Economic and Social Research (SETA) is a non-profit research
institute based in Turkey dedicated to innovative studies on national, regional and interna-
tional issues. SETA is the leading think tank in Turkey and has offices in Ankara, Istanbul,
Washington D.C. and Cairo. The objective of SETA is to produce up-to-date and accu-
rate knowledge and analyses in the fields of politics, economy, and society, and inform
policy makers and the public on changing political, economic, social, and cultural condi-
tions. Through research reports, publications, brain storming sessions, conferences and
policy recommendations, SETA seeks to guide leaders in government, civil society, and
business, and contributes to informed decision making mechanisms.
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