in racism and human rights, the fourth edition of the European Islamophobia
Report addresses a still timely and politically important issue. All 34 country

reports included in this book follow a unique structure that is convenient, first, for comparing country reports and, second, for selected readings on a particular topic such as
politics, employment, or education with regards to Islamophobia across Europe.
The present report investigates in detail the underlying dynamics that directly or indirectly
support the rise of anti-Muslim racism in Europe. This extends from Islamophobic statements spread in national media to laws and policies that restrain the fundamental rights
of European Muslim citizens. As a result, the European Islamophobia Report 2018 discusses the impact of anti-Muslim discourse on human rights, multiculturalism, and the
state of law in Europe.
This fourth edition of our report highlights how European societies are challenged by the
rise of violent far-right groups that do not only preach hatred of Muslims but also participate in the organization of bloody terror attacks. The rise of far-right terrorist groups such
as AFO (Action of Operational Forces) in France or the network Hannibal in Germany,
Austria, and Switzerland confirms EUROPOL’s alarming surveys on the growing danger
of right-wing terrorism.
This year, SETA worked in cooperation with the Leopold Weiss Institute, an Austrian NGO
based in Vienna dedicated to the research of Muslims in Europe. In addition, the European Union has funded the European Islamophobia Report 2018 through the program
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Executive Summary
The previous year’s Islamophobic rhetoric overshadowed the elections in 2018. Yet, a
few political parties like NIDA and DENK, which gave a platform for the excluded
Muslims to speak out against their experiences of marginalization as a result of Islamophobia, took part in the elections too. The result was that these parties were able to
capitalize on Muslim experiences and win seats in the parliament.
The three important national reports by the Verwey-Joncker Institute, the
Dutch Security Agency (AIVD), and the National Coordinator for Counterterrorism and Security (NCTV on the role of far-right groups were another important
development in 2018. These reports gave a picture of the mutual effect of far-right
parties like the PVV (Partij voor Vrijheid) and the FvD (Forum voor Democratie)
on these groups. The report published by The Jonker-Verwey Institute warned about
the growing political and social influence of far-right groups. On the other hand, the
report published by the Dutch Security Agency (AIVD) also warned about the influence and danger of these far-right extremist movements. They underlined that these
groups pass an essentialist negative judgement on Islam to stereotype Muslims and
to justify vandalizing their buildings. The problem is that in this report the ideology
and the practices of the far-right groups are not connected to racism but to certain
anti-Islam debates. Neither their connection nor their influence on the far-right political parties like the FvD and the PVV is mentioned in the AIVD report. The report
by the NCTV, on the other hand, did notice that “[t]here is growing self-confidence
among far-right extremists.”
Every year the Ministry of Internal Affairs publishes its annual report on registered discrimination. According to the report the Anti-discrimination Agencies
(ADVs) reported that 7% of discrimination was related to religious discrimination:
from these two thirds consist of discrimination because of the Islamic faith. The
same report indicates that 91% of a total of 151 incidents of religious discrimination
reported to the police were related to Muslims. The Anti-discrimination Agencies
received 304 reports of religious discrimination, two thirds of which were directed
against Muslims. Police registrations often involved aggression in the living environment, while Anti-discrimination Agencies also registered reports which include
many experiences like labour market discrimination.
Finally, attacks on mosques by Islamophobes continue to take place. Far-right
groups regularly vandalize the buildings and organize protests against them. Despite
the existence of more institutions in recent years which are monitor Islamophobia,
there is still a large number of people who do not report Islamophobic incidents.
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Samenvatting
Net als de verkiezingen in 2017 overschaduwde de islamofobe retoriek de verkiezingen van 2018. Echter, de aanwezigheid van enkele lokale partijen zoals NIDA of de
nationale partij DENK vulde de lacune op van een partij die het behertigen van de
belangen van de Moslims als zijn eerste prioriteit beschouwd . En tijdens deze verkiezingen hebben ze dit voornamelijk benadrukt en hierdoor zetels veroverd.
Een belangrijke ontwikkeling van dit jaar waren enkele rapporten die gepubliceerd werden over de rol van extreemrechtse groepen. Ze gaven onder andere een
beeld van het wederzijdse invloed die rechtse partijen zoals PVV en FvD en deze
extreem rechtse groepen op elkaar hadden. Een van deze rapporten was publiceerd
door het instituut Jonker-Verwey waarin werd gewaarschuwd voor de groeiende politieke en sociale invloed van deze extreemrechtse groepen. Volgens een ander rapport gepubliceerd door de Nederlandse veiligheidsdienst, de AIVD, blijkt dat rechtsextremistische bewegingen een specifieke interpretatie gebruiken van de islam om
moslims hiermee te stereotyperen en hun gebouwen te vernielen.
Een nieuwe stem was gehoord in het afgelopen jaar van de politici Sigrid Kaag,
minister van Buitenlandse Handel en Ontwikkelingssamenwerking. Ze hield een
lange toespraak tijdens haar Abel Herzberg lezing die een grote publieke hit werd. Ze
betoogde dat er in Nederland een ‚donkere en dreigende stilte‘ heerst als het gaat om
opkomend populisme en zijn bedreigingen voor de democratische rechtsstaat. Het
maakte een grote indruk omdat sinds lange tijd weinig politici zo‘n uitgesproken
kritiek had geuit op racisme die specifiek gericht is op moslims.
Ten slotte, ondanks dat er in de afgelopen jaren meer instellingen bestaan die
islamofobie monitoren, bestaan er nog steeds een groot aantal slachtoffers die nog
steeds niet rapporteren. Er bestaat nog steeds een sterke opvatting dat het geen zin
heeft. Zoals we gewend zijn van de afgelopen jaren, waren dit jaar de moskeeën opnieuw het doelwit van islamofoben. De observatie van afzonderlijke segmenten in
de samenleving laten zien dat moslims nog steeds problemen hebben vanwege hun
religie bij het vinden van een baan of een stage omdat ze een hoofddoek dragen. Het
dragen van een hoofddoek kan vrouwen volledig uitsluiten van bepaalde soort e n
onderwijs, opleiding of banen.
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Country Profile
Country: Netherlands
Type of Regime: Parliamentary representative democracy, constitutional monarchy
and a decentralized unitary state.
Form of Government: Constitutionally consists of the King and the Cabinet Ministers; King’s role is limited to the formation of government.
Ruling Parties: People’s Party for Freedom and Democracy (VVD), Christian Democrats (CDA), D66 party, and the faith-based party Christian Union (ChristenUnie).
Opposition Parties: Party for Freedom (PVV), Greenleft (Groenlinks), Animal Party
(PvD), Labour Party (PvdA), Forum for Democracy (FvD),
Last Elections: 2018 municipal elections. In terms of seats, the D66 (Liberal Democrats) was the biggest loser in this election, losing 6 of its 14 seats. The SP (Socialist
Party) lost half of its 6 seats in the previous council, and the PvdA (Labor Party)
dropped from 10 to 5 seats. The animal rights party PvdD gained two seats, going
from 1 to 3. The VVD (Liberal Centrist Party) and the CDA (Christian Democrats)
all remained stable. The new far-right party FvD of Thierry Baudet won 3 seats.
Total Population: 17.2 million people (in 2018)
Major Languages: Dutch
Official Religion: No official religion (Secularism)
Statistics on Islamophobia: The majority of religious discrimination reports,
two-thirds of the numbers, come from Muslims who were confronted with discrimination because of their religion. In addition, in 2018, the police registered
151 reports of discrimination on religious basis. From the 151 reports, 90% were
directed against Muslims. The reports registered by the police were mostly aggression-based ones.
Statistics on Racism and Discrimination: In 2018, the ADVs (Anti-discrimination
Agencies) registered 304 reports on religious discrimination. The majority of these
reports, two-thirds of the numbers, come from Muslims who were confronted with
discrimination because of their religion. In addition, in 2018, the police registered
151 reports of discrimination on religious basis. From the 151 reports, 90% were
directed against Muslims. The reports registered by the police were mostly aggression-based ones. The reports by the Anti-discrimination Agencies consist of discrimination in the labor market and most are due to wearing a headscarf.
Major Religions (% of Population): Christianity (40%), No religion (50.1%), Islam (4.9%), Judaism (0.1%).
Muslim Population (% of Population): 825,000 (5% of Dutch population, Source: CBS)
Main Muslim Community Organizations: Contactorgaaan Moslims en Overheid (CMO); Unie van Marokkanse Moskeeorganisaties in Nederland (UMMON);
Stichting Platform Islamistiche Organisaties Rijnmond (SPIOR); Samenwerk-
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ingsverband Islamitische Organisaties Regio Haaglanden (SIOR-H); Islamitische
Stichting Nederland- ISN-DIYANET, Raaad van Marokkanse Moskeen Nederland
(RMMN); Stichting Milli Gorus Netherlands; Stichting Islamtische Centrum Nederland (Suleymanci Movement).
Main NGOs Combating Islamophobia: Meld İslamofobie, Collectief tegen İslamofobie. SPİOR
Far-Right Parties: PVV, FvD
Far-Right Movements: Voorpost, Identitair Verzet, Pegida.nl, Erkenbrand
Far-Right Terrorist Organizations: N/A
Limitations to Islamic Practices
− Hijab Ban: No
− Halal Slaughter Ban: In 2018, restrictions were set in place by the law. According to the new law, if an animal is not insensitive to pain within 40 seconds of
slaughter, based on measures called “induced eyelid reflex” and “corneal reflex,”
it must be shot.
− Minaret Ban: No
− Circumcision Ban: No
− Burka Ban: On 26 June, 2018, the Dutch Senate approved the bill ‘Partial Prohibition of Face-Covering Clothing.’
− Prayer Ban: No it depends on local decision since the European Court of Justice
ruled in March 2017 that employers can ban staff from wearing visible religious
symbols, including taking time off from prayers.
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Introduction
The public attention on anti-Muslim hatred is a recent phenomenon in the Netherlands. In earlier reports, one could observe from national and international research
that there was a steady increase in Islamophobia in the Netherlands.1 But recent
national reports show a different picture. According to the latter, there is a decline
in Islamophobia.2 Nevertheless, there are indications that this decline does not show
the whole picture, as will be elaborated in this report.
When we look separately at each sector, such as the labor market or politics, it
becomes even more clear that the number of incidents reported to the police gives
us insufficient insight into this phenomenon. According to certain surveys there is
still a lack of reports on discrimination.3 An additional important explanation of
the decline in numbers described in these reports is that Islamophobia has become
more normalized in society and internalized by both Muslims and non-Muslims.4
Correspondingly, Kennisplatform integratie en Samenleving (Knowledge Platform of
Integration and Society, from now on KIS)5 carried out a survey amongst the youth
(between 16 and 20 years). The survey was conducted to evaluate the anti-discrimination guidelines developed by KIS in collaboration with the Netherlands Institute
for Human Rights, the National Ombudsman, the Ministry of Social Affairs, the
Internet Discrimination Hotline (MiND), and the National Association Against
Discrimination. This survey showed that 94% of young people who had experienced
discrimination did not report this to any authority. These young people think that
it will not make any difference to report their experience.6 Therefore, the number of
1. Read more in Second European Union Minorities and Discrimination Survey: Muslims Selected findings, Luxembourg: 2017, from http://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2017/eumidis-ii-muslims-selected-finding. (Access date:
3 September 2019) and MIND, “Meldpunt Internet Discriminatie”, Jaarverslag 2016, Access date: 4 April, 2017,
from https://www.mindnederland.nl/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/170404-Jaarverslag-2016-MiND.pdf (Access
date: 1 September 2019).
2. For example, the report done by the Anne Frank House and the Verweij-Jonker Institute suggested that there
would be a general reduction in the number of racist and anti-Semitic incidents. “Aantal Racistische Incidenten
Neemt Af, Ernst Ervan Neemt Toe”, 6 December 2018, https://www.annefrank.org/nl/over-ons/nieuws-en-pers/
nieuws/2018/12/6/aantal-racistische-incidenten-neemt-af-ernst-ervan/, (Access date: 5 September 2019).
3. Bas Tierolf, Lisanne Drost and Maaike van Kapel, “Zevende Rapportage Racisme, Antisemitisme En Extreemrechts Geweld In Nederland”, Verwey-Jonker Instituut, December 2018, https://www.annefrank.org/nl/downloads/filer_public/60/13/6013b703-0be3-4612-a13f-4e9f5e4f4a8a/racisme_2017_vji.pdf, (Access date: 2 September 2019); “Dciscriminatie Cijfers in 2017”, SCP (Social Cultural Planning Office), https://discriminatie.nl/
files/2018-04/discriminatiecijfers-in-2017.pdf, (Access data: 5 September 2019).
4. Rowaida Abdelaziz, “Muslims Are Internalizing Islamophobia, And Negative Media Coverage Is to Blame”, Huffpost, 4 December 2018, https://www.huffpost.com/entry/muslims-islamophobia-media-coverage_n_5ae73150e4b04aa23f2598d5?ncid=engmodushpmg00000003&fbclid=IwAR0bM_DIJ6kUSOOovccqXN63P9iYaJ0fp5vayBanRHknau_RcP703lfybgQ, (Access date: 4 september 2019).
5. “Jongeren Melden Discriminatie Niet: “Het Heeft Toch Geen Zin”, KIS, 20 March, 2018, https://www.kis.nl/
artikel/jongeren-melden-discriminatie-niet-heeft-toch-geen-zin (Access date: 3 September 2019).
6. KIS, Jongeren melden discriminatie niet: “het heeft toch geen zin”
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cases of Islamophobia should by no means be restricted to the number of incidents
that are known to the police.
Every year the Ministry of Internal Affairs publishes its annual report on
registered discrimination. The report provides insight into the cases and experiences of discrimination that have occurred in that year and which have been
registered by official agencies. The report’s multi-agency approach is a result of
the collaboration between police, different Anti-discrimination Agencies,7 and
the Ministry of the Interior and Kingdom Relations.8 According to the report the
Anti-discrimination Agencies reported that 7% of discrimination was related to
religious discrimination; from these cases, two thirds consist of discrimination
because of the Islamic faith.9
According to the same report, 91% of a total of 151 incidents of religious discrimination reported to the police, were related to Muslims. The Anti-discrimination
Agencies received 304 reports of religious discrimination, two thirds of which were
directed against Muslims. Police registrations often involved aggression in the living environment, while Anti-discrimination Agencies also registered reports which
involved other experiences like labor market discrimination. Women constitute the
majority of the victims, especially when they wear headscarves. The Human Right
Institute received 17 requests for an opinion on religious discrimination and 146
questions about religious discrimination. According to this report most of the discrimination cases were about race.10
Nevertheless, one can also observe positive developments in the Netherlands.
The research done by “PEW” states that compared to residents from other European countries, the Dutch have the slightest objections to a Muslim or a Jew in the
family. This is shown by a series of studies conducted by the Pew Research Center
between 2015 and 2017 among nearly 56,000 adults (18 years and older) in 34
Western, Central, and Eastern European countries. There are fewer objections to
Jewish family members in almost all European countries than to Muslim family
members (Fig. 1).11
7. These agencies are institutions such as the Netherlands Institute for Human Rights and the Internet Discrimination Hotline (MiND). The collaboration has been established within the framework of the project Regional Reporting Discrimination data, whose goal is to provide the discrimination numbers in a regional report and present it in
a formal and therefore comparable way. Anti-discrimination offices in early 2019 had the obligation to report on
the basis of the municipal anti-discrimination provisions law and make their data available for the national report.
8. “Discriminatie Cijfers in 2019”, Rijksoverheid https://www.rijksoverheid.nl/documenten/rapporten/2019/04/02/
rapport-discriminatiecijfers-in-2018, (Access date: 3 September 2019).
9. Ibid.
10. Ibid.
11. “Eastern and Western Europeans Differs on Importance of Religion Views of Minorities and Key Social Issues”,
Pew Research Center, 29 October, 2018, https://www.pewforum.org/2018/10/29/eastern-and-western-europeansdiffer-on-importance-of-religion-views-of-minorities-and-key-social-issues/ (Access date: 3 September 2019).
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fewer objections to Jewish family members in almost all European countries than to Muslim
family members (Fig. 1).11
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also possible that anti-Muslim incidents still take place and are not known to the
police.14 Furthermore, they stressed that racist and anti-Muslim incidents are taking
12. Ibid.
13. Tierolf, Drost and van Kapel, Zevende rapportage racisme, antisemitisme en extreemrechts geweld in Nederland.
14. This is also observed in the report published by Social Cultural Planning Office (SCP). https://discriminatie.nl/
files/2018-04/discriminatiecijfers-in-2017.pdf (Access Date: 5 September 2019).
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more serious forms. One can also observe this in numbers: in 2016, 4% of the racist
incidents included violent acts. This increased to 11% in 2017.15
In the second part of the report they focused on the decrease of membership
in far-right groups. The authors suppose that this could be explained with the habituation to terror attacks in the name of Islam and low migrations which resulted
in a shift towards lower membership. But what is worrisome is the growing political and social influence of these far-right groups. Far-right ideas get normalized
as any other political thoughts. They gain entrance to public and social debates.
Political parties like the PVV of Geert Wilders and the Forum voor Democratie
(FvD) disseminate ideas that fit in well with the world of ideas of the far-right and
normalize these ideas. This is partly reflected in the report, namely that the PVV
actively distances itself from far-right groups but the FvD does not dissociate itself
“too sharply” from them.16
In its 2018 report, the Dutch Security Agency (AIVD) also drew attention to
the slight revival of far-right extremism in the Netherlands. Whereas in the past
this was mainly characterized by a neo-Nazi, fascist, and anti-Semitic philosophy,
nowadays it is characterized by an anti-Islam philosophy. In addition, the alt-right
ideology is being spread from the United States. The (online) language they use is becoming increasingly violent and there is a great fascination with weapons. Generally
speaking, violence is not quickly adopted, but the risk of loneliness or small groups
reaching for violence is greater than in the past.17
In addition, in 2018, the research office Labyrinth published the report Reporting Evaluation Regional Meetings, Guide for a Safe Mosque on behalf of the Ministry
of Social Affairs and Employment. According to this report, 21 out of 55 respondents from 18 different mosques reported that their mosque had occasionally been
the target of hostile attacks.
In total, these mosques had to deal with 47 incidents, including 11 threats, the
depositing of a pig’s head occurred 7 times, and 6 times drawn with hurtful lyrics
or symbols or verbal aggression against mosque visitors. All 21 respondents (every
respondent represent one mosque) indicated that they experienced at least once an
incident. In response to the incidents, sometimes the mosque board only had a talk
about the incident with the police and 19 of them reported once an incident. Only
15. J.J.C. van Eerten L.and van Es E. Huiberts, “Rapportage Evaluatie Regionale Bijeenkomsten Handreiking
Veilige Moskee, Labyrinth,Onderzoek En Advies”, Labyrinth Onderzoek & Advies, 25 May, 2018, https://www.
labyrinthonderzoek.nl/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/180525_Rapportage-Veilige-Moskee_DEF.pdf (Access date:
1 September 2019).
16. Ibid.
17. “Rechts- Extremisme In Nederland; Een Fenomeen In Beweging”, Algemene Inlichtingen En Veiligheidsdienst,
https://www.aivd.nl/actueel/nieuws/2018/10/02/lichte-opleving-rechts-extremisme-in-nederland (Access date: 7
September 2019).
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four of the 21 communicated with the media about the incident and only 1 reported
the incident to the local anti-discrimination provision.18
The fact that mosques are targets of Islamophobes has not changed in 2018 what has changed is the modality of the targeting. In the past, banners were hung up,
graffiti was used on the walls and pig heads were dropped at mosques. The upcoming
new trend is not only targeting the building but also targeting the mosques’ worshippers. In 2016, the perpetrators who threw a firebomb at the mosque in Enschede,
during a children’s Quran classes, were sentenced to four years imprisonment. This
year, in February, the four perpetrators went to high court and while the prosecutor
asked again for four years, the court decided to reduce it to three years.19
Another example which must be mentioned is the case of As-Sunna Mosque in
The Hague. On 5 October, 2018, a perpetrator planned to drive into the mosque
during Friday prayer in order to both ruin the building and kill the worshipers. According to a board member of the mosque, it was only due to a quick investigation
by the police that the perpetrator was stopped before carrying out his plan (Fig. 2).

Figure 2: Facebook post of board member As-Soennah Mosque in The Hague.20
Figure 2: Facebook post of board member As-Soennah Mosque in The Hague.20
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“Rapportage
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(Fig.
Veilige Moskee, Labyrinth,Onderzoek En Advies”, Labyrinth Onderzoek & Advies, 25 May, 2018, https://www.
2) belongs to far-right groups and invites people to demonstrate against this mosque. The same
labyrinthonderzoek.nl/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/180525_Rapportage-Veilige-Moskee_DEF.pdf
(Access date:
1 September 2019).
group hung up banners on the mosque several times.21 This mosque in not alone: at other

19. “Eis Ruim 3 Jaar Cel Tegen Terreurverdachte Vincent T.”, Omroep Gld, November 2018, https://www.
mosques, other far-right groups hung posters on which they call for de-Islamization and the
omroepgelderland.nl/nieuws/2382816/Eis-ruim-3-jaar-cel-tegen-terreurverdachte-Vincent-T, (Access date: 4
September 2019).
forbidding of halal slaughter which they consider as barbaric (Fig. 3). This kind of organized
20. Abdelhamid Taheri, Facebook,
5 October,
(Access date:
protest actions
with banners 2018,
and postershttps://www.facebook.com/abdelhamid.taheri,
are a common trend used by far-right groups.
1 September 2019). Further explanation of Figure 2: poster by Indentitair Verzet (Holland-based part of extremist
right group Generation Identity) which called people to protest before the mosque in the Hague (left). A WhatsApp
conversation in which they warned the mosque about an attack (right top). Twitter account of Pegida in which they
listed the protest dates and places of mosques (right bottom).
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This same mosque has been the target of far-right groups several times. The
poster above (Fig. 2) belongs to far-right groups and invites people to demonstrate
against this mosque. The same group hung up banners on the mosque several times.21
This mosque in not alone: at other mosques, other far-right groups hung posters on
which they call for de-Islamization and the forbidding of halal slaughter which they
consider as barbaric (Fig. 3). This kind of organized protest actions with banners and
posters are a common trend used by far-right groups.

Figure 3: Posters at the front of a mosque in the city Ede by the far-right group Voorpost.22

Figure 3: Posters at the front of a mosque in the city Ede by the far-right group Voorpost.22
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same letters using a Dutch name lead to an invitation for an interview.24 The report
Discrimination Numbers 2018 (raport Discriminatiecijfers 2018) showed that at least
103 of the discrimination reports (34%) concerned experiences in the labor market.
It often concerned women who were rejected because of their headscarves during an
application. It is striking that in various cases those who later reported the incident
started a conversation about how they could wear their headscarves in accordance
with company rules, but the employer was not open to it.25
Research was carried out by the Verwey-Jonker Institute into abrasive values; the
research involved a literature survey and interviews with a small number of people.
Their main question was the following: do values, norms, and behaviors cause friction due to different religious background and how do employers deal with religious
frictions in practice? The conclusion of this research was that each company has its
own coping strategy in dealing with a particular situation. Some wait until this kind
of problem takes place and then intervene. But sometimes they avoid employees
with Islamic background through explicitly describing the identity of their organization. This is mostly the case in the educational sector. When they need a teacher
they explicitly express the Christian identity of the school. One remarkable situation
described in this research describes a respondent in a municipality who talks about
a Muslim colleague who deliberately makes a detour to the prayer room to escape
intimidating glances from colleagues.26
The principle of separation of church and state is sometimes also used by institutions. This is mostly the case with women who want to wear a headscarf.27 Despite the
ruling of the College of Human Rights (College Rechten van de Mens) to allow women with headscarves into police departments, the police still rejects women wearing
headscarves. In Rotterdam, this year, political parties such as NIDA and other leftist
parties such as the PvdA, Groenlinks and SP tried to vote in favor of allowing the
headscarf in the police. But far-right-wing parties had the majority and they voted
against it.28 Another instance of problematizing the headscarf occurred when in the
city of Tilburg an alderwoman wore a headscarf. A man from Tilburg applied to the
College of Human Rights and assumed that by allowing an alderwoman to wear a
24. https://fra.europa.eu/en/press-release/2017/muslims-eu-high-levels-trust-despite-pervasive-discrimination,%20
http://radar.nl/file/2828049/Webdossier+2018.pdf, (Access date, 1 September 2019).
25. “Discriminatie Cijfers 2018”, Rijksoverheid https://www.rijksoverheid.nl/documenten/rapporten/2019/04/02/
rapport-discriminatiecijfers-in-2018, (Access date: 5 September 2019).
26. Hans Boutellier, Suzan De Winter-Koçak, Mehmet Day, Ahmed Hamdi And Marthe Van Vugt, “Schurende Waarden Een Verkennend Onderzoek Naar Betekenis En Praktijk Van Religie In Het Onderwijs En Op De
Werkvloer”, Kennisplatform Integratie & Samenleving, November, 2018, https://www.kis.nl/sites/default/files/bestanden/Publicaties/jongeren-religie-onderwijs.pdf (Access date: 3 September 2019).
27. Ibid.
28. Matthij van Schie, “Links-Islamitisch Verbond Pleit Voor Hoofddoek Bij Politie”, Elsevier Weekblad,
23 February 2018, https://www.elsevierweekblad.nl/nederland/achtergrond/2018/02/links-islamitisch-verbond-pleit-voor-hoofddoek-bij-politie-589729/ (Access date: 2 September 2019).
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headscarf, College van B en W of Tilburg (The College of Tilburg) was violating the
principle of separation of church and state. But the B and W announced that the
alderwoman must be seen “as a reflection of our city”, “let it be known now.” Furthermore, the B and W stated, “Tilburg is a very diverse city with room for different
views. Alderwoman Lahlah has been appointed by the city council to implement the
‘Healthy and Happy Board.’”29
In January 2018, the television consumer program Radar showed that discrimination by temporary employment agencies still occurs (Avrotros, 2018). Radar’s
editors appeared during the broadcast as employees of a company that is looking
for people for a temporary call center job. The editors called 78 temporary employment agencies. In the conversation the editors said that the office recently had an
unpleasant experience with Moroccans, Surinamese, or Turks and asked the agencies
whether they could take this into account. From the 78 temporary employment
agencies approached, 47% answered positively, 14% explained that it was the client’s
responsibility, 36 percent said ‘no’, and 3% made no decision.30

Education
School is preeminently the place where young people have to learn to deal with
differences, by practicing how to deal with conflicts and to impart respect for those
who think differently. Unfortunately, the growing segregation of schools makes it
impossible for children to acquire these skills. This was already mentioned in our
Islamophobia report of 2017 but the problem continues and is increasing in 2018.
In the recent report of the Education Council31 (Onderwijsraad) it was stressed that
“the typical separation between school types, learning paths and study programs for
the Netherlands means that pupils with different social backgrounds meet each other
less automatically.” As a result of this, education can only make a limited contribution to social cohesion.32
Another problem which deserves focus is the educational material which is in use
at secondary schools. In 2014, people were stunned by a school textbook which was
widely used at secondary schools. It also caught the media’s attention in 2015 when
29. Stephan Jongerius, “Wethouder Past Geen Hoofddoek’: Tilburger Stapt Naar College Voor De Rechten Van De
Mens”, BD, 3 October, 2018, https://www.bd.nl/tilburg/wethouder-past-geen-hoofddoek-tilburger-stapt-naar-college-voor-de-rechten-van-de-mens~a1e07745/ (Access date: 2 September 2019).
30. “Uitzendbureaus Werken Op Grote Schaal Mee Aan Discriminatie”, Radar, 29 January, 2018, https://radar.
avrotros.nl/nieuws/item/uitzendbureaus-werken-op-grote-schaal-mee-aan-discriminatie/ (Access date: 2 September 2019).
31. The Education Board is the advisory body of government and parliament in the field of the education. The
council is independent and advises, both solicited and unsolicited, on the main lines of policy and application
of legislation. It advises on the broad field of education, from preschool education to post-initial education and
continuing education. In special cases of local education policy, municipalities can call upon the Education Board.
32. “Doorgeschoten Differentiatie In Het Onderwijsstelsel, Hoofdlijnen Van Stand Van Educatief Nederland
2018”, Onderw Js Raad, https://www.onderwijsraad.nl/upload/documents/publicaties/volledig/Publiekssamenvatting-sven.pdf, (Access date: 2 September 2019).
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researcher Ineke van der Valk paid attention in her report Monitor Moslim Discriminatie33 (Monitoring Muslim Discrimination) to the discrimination in education; she
also discussed the book in question in her report. The book chapter contained gender
stereotypes and prejudices towards Moroccan boys. It contained questions like ‘Are all
Moroccan boys criminals?’ The book was intended to familiarize young people with
multicultural society. Especially in the section about “growing up between two cultures” the section ‘Boys and Girls’ emphasized social divisions by origin and gender and
stimulated ‘us-them’ thinking by imprinting stereotypes and prejudices. According to
the textbook, the Quran expected the girls to behave submissively while the boys were
expected to behave as mature men at a young age. The textbook stated further that
headscarves “emphasize the differences between boys and girls” but sometimes there
is criticism about this. Then it is stated that a headscarf shows that women are being
oppressed.34 After two years it appeared that this textbook still contains prejudice and
stereotypes although this time Malmberg, the publisher, has issued a statement that
they will not sell the book for the next school year. They also offered their apologies to
people that felt hurt about the way the material was presented in the textbook.
For this report I also went through a few textbooks of history, social studies, and
philosophy, and one textbook of citizenship from middle vocational school. When
compared to Malmberg books, a clear improvement has occurred. But the teachers
of citizenship and social studies, whom I spoke to, stressed that the information
given in the books is inadequate. They argue that during lessons the role of teachers’
knowledge about Muslims and Islam has become very important as a result of the
brief information given in the textbooks. The teachers have the freedom to choose
the textbooks they consider more suitable.
In one of the textbooks used for social studies lessons at secondary school, social
problems and phenomena are discussed. In the same textbook, attention is given to
different religions. In the part about Islam, it first gives a summary of Islam and then
gives information about the life of a Muslim (Fig. 4). A Muslim woman introduces
herself and tells about her religious actions and at the end she explains that she started to wear a headscarf when she felt ready for it and she underlines that everybody
was encouraging her by that they admire her for taking on a challenge like this. Then,
she says that according to Islam women have to cover their heads, but she adds that
if some women do not want to wear it, they are free to refuse it.35 Her ideas are ex33. “Ineke Van Der Valk, Monitor Moslimdiscriminatie”, Universiteit van Amsterdam, 2015, https://www.geloveninsamenleven.nl/literatuuroverzicht/actuele-thema-s/349-ineke-van-der-valk-rapport-monitor-moslim-discriminatie (Access date: 3 September 2019).
34. “Lesboek Staat Stijf Van Vooroordelen Over Moslims En Allochtonen”, Joop.nl, 9 September, 2014, https://
joop.bnnvara.nl/nieuws/lesboek-staat-stijf-van-vooroordelen-over-moslims-allochtonen, (Access date: 1 September 2019).
35. Jasper van den Broeke& et al., Thema’s Maatschappijleer, 2018-2019, VMBO-KGT, (Uitgeverij Essener, Zaanweg: 2018).
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37. Rijksoverheid, “Minister Van Engelshoven: ‘Stagediscriminatie Is Onaanvaardbaar”, 28 August 2018,
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affected by this problem.38 A student with a headscarf was refused by a school which
offered hairdressing training. Although pupils are not officially refused at the hairdressing course at the school (RAI) according to the student, this is implicitly the
case. Students have to practice on each other, and in doing so, a headscarf is an obstacle. Those who cannot participate in practical lessons cannot follow the course, the
school trainers told her. And they could not offer her the option of doing her practice
on a doll. The school does not consider this as discrimination, but rather something
practical. If she wished to be enrolled in the education program, she had to take her
scarf off during practical trainings.39
As is mentioned in the newspaper of the Education Council (AOB), Islamic
schools often have the image of a closed stronghold of Quran schools with veiled
girls. The impression is that these Islamic primary schools exclude pupils from
society. However, according to researcher and teacher Marietje Beemsterboer this
is not right. This was asserted in her dissertation which she successfully defended
at Leiden University in Summer 2018. “Education at these Islamic schools contributes to integration and prepares students for a life in the Dutch society,” she
wrote. She also states that the Islamic identity of the school gives students a sense
of security. “At these schools, it is not strange to ask for halal food. A child can be
himself without having to defend himself continuously, and parents too. From this
sense of security, the school can offer educational content that can be experienced
as exciting.”40

Politics
The year 2018 started with elections - as the year 2017. This time it was about city
councils at municipalities. Similar to national elections, at these local elections,
the far-right party of Wilders won a clear victory. The same party participated in
2012 in just two municipalities but this time, in 2018, it won in 30 municipalities. The party stands on 74 seats in the parliament. This party led its campaign
again with anti-Islam publicity. Wilders broadcasted a campaign video which was
aired by the NPO (Nederlandse Publieke Omroep, Dutch broadcoast) during
broadcasting time for political parties, and which sparked the outrage and anger
of Muslims and non-Muslims. With horror music in the background, in red letters, a text which read that Islam stands for hate against Jews, Christians, women, and homosexuals was displayed. At the end of the video, the words ‘Islam is
38. Hanneke, “Keultjes, Discriminatie Belemert Stagekansen Allochtonen”, AD News, 28 August, 2018, https://
www.ad.nl/binnenland/discriminatie-belemmert-stagekansen-allochtone-mbo-er~adbc5f37/?fbclid=IwAR2uiCaVxva8-Ukccgblt7fcznJvbWF0edR7sxzCaRdQyOMA8t1e564sP9Y (Access date: 2 September 2019).
39. Lorianne Van Gelder, “Niet Naar De Kappersopleiding Met Een Hoofddoek”, 13 September, 2018, https://
www.parool.nl/nieuws/niet-naar-de-kappersopleiding-met-een-hoofddoek~bd219785/?fbclid=IwAR2FCpcl9Xh_
bkj8knLGbcC6RhTYff1PppksQO9DSKagJkCSN9ETmSXjpUc (Access date: 2 September 2019).
40. Tekst Rineke Wisman, “Juffrouw, Wilt U Ook Moslim Worden”, Aob, 2 October, 2018, https://www.aob.nl/
nieuws/juffrouw-wilt-u-ook-moslim-worden/ (Access date: 4 September 2019).
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organ Muslims and Government), SPIOR (Foundation Platform Islamic Organizations
Rijnmond), SMBZ (Cooperating Mosques Brabant and Zeeland) and SIORH (Foundation Islamic Organizations Region Haaglanden) wanted PVV leader Geert Wilders
and his party to be prosecuted for the ‘Islam is deadly’ campaign. These organizations
jointly started so-called Article 12 proceedings. Previously, the Public Prosecutor ruled
that it saw no reason to prosecute the PVV for group insult or hate speech.45
In recent years, the SGP (fundamentalist Christian party) has been getting closer to other anti-Islam parties. During the national elections it included anti-Islam
rhetoric in its campaign through publishing an ‘Islam manifesto’ in which it called
for the banning of radical Muslim organizations, restricting the number of asylum
seekers in the Netherlands, and banning the call to prayer that includes faith texts.
According to this manifesto, the Netherlands must also not allow any Muslim holiday to become official and revoke asylum seekers’ right to shelter if they are guilty
of hate or violence.46 This year, the SGP filed a motion regarding the right to refuse participation in school trips which involve visiting religious institutions (like
mosques, churches, and synagogues) which is part of the school curriculum. Parents
can apply for an exemption for their kids but the schools are not obliged to comply
with the exemption request. The SGP proposed to remove this non-commitment
and, therefore, proposed a change in the law.47 By calling a ban on Muslim call for
prayer, issuing the manifesto, and excluding visiting mosques, it is apparent that the
SGP is attempting to split society in general and exclude Muslims in particular. First,
they took steps against the call for prayer for Muslims, they continued with the Islam
manifesto, and now they are against mosque visits. What confirms their anti-Islam
position, is that they filled this motion after a commotion arose about the booklet
Classes on the Knees for Islam by the SCC (Stichting Civitas Christiana), which aims to
protect the norms and values of western civilization, rooted in Christianity, through
the Culture Under Fire campaign. This foundation is known as a very conservative
and mission-oriented Catholic.48 In this booklet, they argue that imams give instruction to pupils during the school visit to mosque to get on their knees and recite the
Islamic creed - something they consider as a first step to conversion.49
45. “Moskeekoepels en RADAR Willen Wilders Toch Voor De Rechter”, Republiek Allochtonië, 8 July, 2018,
http://www.republiekallochtonie.nl/blog/nieuws/moskeekoepels-en-radar-willen-wilders-toch-voor-de-rechter, (Access date: 3 September 2019).
46. Janene Pieters, “Small Christian Party Presents Anti-Islam Manifesto”, NLTimes.nl, 1 February, 2017, https://
nltimes.nl/2017/02/01/small-christian-party-presents-anti-islam-manifesto, (Access date: 3 September 2019).
47.Janene Pieters, “Allow Kids to Refuse Religious Ceremonies on School Trips: Dutch Mps”, NLTimes.nl, 7 November, 2018https://nltimes.nl/2018/11/07/allow-kids-refuse-religious-ceremonies-school-trips-dutch-mps, (Access date: 3 September 2019).
48. Roemer van Oordt, “SGP: Scholier Niet Laten Knilen Voor Allah”, Republiek Allochtonië, 1 November, 2018,
http://www.republiekallochtonie.nl/blog/achtergronden/sgp-scholier-niet-laten-knielen-voor-allah (Access date: 4
September 2019).
49. “SGP in Verweer Tegen Moskeeles: Laat Kind Niet Buigen Voor Allah”, AD, 30 October, 2018, https://www.
ad.nl/binnenland/sgp-in-verweer-tegen-moskeeles-laat-kind-niet-buigen-voor-allah~a1114f4d/?fbclid=IwAR311vAIe52y7VDrr4zww8I0_hm9iRrT8X143mio8xcf_SVf7F2k5QTI-x8, (Access date: 3 September 2019).
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Media
Although critical voices about the Dutch media for stereotyping and excessively
reporting on Muslims in a negative way have been heard for years; unfortunately, there has been little research carried out on this subject. A new initiative has
been taken by The Hague Peace Projects50 in collaboration with Ewoud Butter51
and Nieuw Wij,52 which investigates the way the four largest newspapers portray
Muslims. The project aims with this new exploratory study to fill the gap with the
following research question: how are Muslims portrayed in the four largest Dutch
newspapers? The researchers’ method was to analyze the published background articles between November 2018 and March 2019.53 The results indicate that in the
Volkskrant, a leading newspaper, 55 reports were directly or indirectly concerned
with women with a (possible) Muslim background. In 28 of these reports the
image of the oppressed Muslim woman persists.54 Only the Muslim as ‘terrorist’
scores more hits on the list. The Muslim as a ‘terrorist’ is still the favorite subject
when it comes to reporting on Muslims in Volkskrant. This does not only apply to
this newspaper. As far as ‘terror’ is concerned, it does not matter whether you read
the AD, the NRC or De Telegraaf. In the four mainstream newspapers investigated,
‘terrorist Muslims’ are the most common topic if you specifically focus on Muslim
reporting. More interesting is the way De Telegraaf writes about the way one can
recognize a terrorist. It poses questions like: Where do you have to seek them? In
refugee camps? Or questions like: Is he Moroccan? Or a Turk? After raising these
question, they suggest that most terrorists have a Moroccan background and less
have a Turkish background (Fig. 7).55

50. The Hague Peace Projects was brought to life by four individuals who all work in the field of human rights and
conflicts.
51. Ewoud Butter is an independent researcher, consultant, manager, project leader, trainer, and writer. He has
been working in these positions since 1990 in the areas of diversity, emancipation, Islam, discrimination, and
radicalization.
52. Nieuw Wij is an online platform of various academics and journalists. Their goal is to create an online platform
where one can find articles, interviews, videos, and information about making connections between different groups
in society. https://www.nieuwwij.nl/
53.Tayfun Balçik, “De Moslima In De Volkskrant, Republiek Allochtonië”, 5 December, 2018, http://www.republiekallochtonie.nl/blog/achtergronden/de-moslima-in-de-volkskran (Access date: 3 September 2019).
54. Ibid.
55. T Tayfun Balcik, “99% Kans Dat Telegraaf Moslims Aan Terreur Koppelt”, Republiek Allochtonië, 8 January,
2019, http://www.republiekallochtonie.nl/blog/achtergronden/99-kans-dat-de-telegraaf-moslims-aan-terreur-koppelt, (Access date: 3 September 2019).
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Justice System
The ritual slaughter and the burka ban are the main topics which are discussed in the
context of law regulations and which, according to most Muslims, restrict their religious freedom. Ritual slaughtering has been discussed for years, but finally in 2018
restrictions were imposed by the law.58 According to the new law, if an animal is not
insensitive to pain within 40 seconds of slaughter, based on measures called “induced
eyelid reflex” and “corneal reflex,” it must be shot. The animal rights activists and
the animal rights party who has seats in the Dutch parliament are the driving forces
behind this law. An agreement was present in this law on the development of a system which ensures that no more animals are ritually slaughtered in the Netherlands
than necessary to meet the actual needs of the religious communities.59 Some Muslims have become suspicious of the repeated interference in their diets and consider
these discussions to be more about the quality and quantity of their food than the
well-being of the animals.60 The intention of these animal activists and the Animal
Party are probably not to be anti-Islam, but their ideas about animal protection are
taken over by far-right groups to bully Muslims, as we can see from their posters in
front of mosques (Fig. 3) In their posters, these groups refer to ritual slaughter as
‘Halal=barbaric’ (Fig. 3). They take advantage of the susceptibilities of people and
use this to bully Muslims. Again, in this case we see that they try to take advantage
of every opportunity to create an anti-Islam voice in politics.
Another topic which is fully discussed was the burqa-ban in the public sector.
Many critics describe this as ‘symbol politics.’ The ban was speedily accepted at the parliament but it is not clear when the law will be implemented. Consequently, it raised
many questions such as how could someone not be accepted at hospitals and schools?
Refusing these services to women with a burka will contradict their other constitutional
rights which these people can lean on. According to Prof. Tom Zwart, the government
banned face-covering clothing because they assume that it will raise communication
problems and this can have negative consequences for the quality of services and safety.
But, he states that, “in the field, no problems have occurred in the past. Moreover, in
these sectors, neither the house rules nor other tools are sufficient to solve eventual
problems. According to the Council of State (Raad van State), the government has not
demonstrated the necessity of the law. The burqa ban is simply a solution in search of a
problem.”61 Municipalities such as Amsterdam, Utrecht, and Rotterdam declared that
58. Abdel Ilah Rubio, “Deel Nederlandse Moslims Wil Offerfeest Boycotten”, AD, 13 July, 2018, https://www.
ad.nl/binnenland/deel-nederlandse-moslims-wil-offerfeest-boycotten~ab42e859/, (Access date: 2 September 2019).
59. “Per 1 Januari 2018 Aangescherpte Regels Rond Ritueel Slachten” DWW Dierenwelzijnsweb, 1 August, 2017,
https://www.dierenwelzijnsweb.nl/nl/dierenwelzijnsweb/show/Per-1-januari-2018-aangescherpte-regels-rond-ritueel-slachten.htm, (Access date: 3 September 2019).
60. “Initiatiefwet Onverdoofd Ritueel Slachten”, Partij voor de Dieren, https://www.partijvoordedieren.nl/initiatieven/initiatiefwet-onverdoofd-ritueel-slachten, (Access date: 3 September 2019).
61. Tom de Zwart, “Het Demasque Van Boerka Verbod”, De Nederlandse Grondwet, 19 December 2018, https://
www.denederlandsegrondwet.nl/id/vkuef4t6djq1/nieuws/het_demasque_van_het_boerkaverbod?fbclid=IwAR1QHbA4bxIKtbTF5y2Or1iWjH5wQwvVBzR8P5fTZ1OPzF1TZxL_l7XnXRg, (Access date: 4 September 2019).
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priority to enforce. Femke Halsema told local broadcaster AT5 that she would not enforce the
ban in the Dutch capital. “I don’t think it really fits in with our city,” she said. “Instead, police
capacity would be better used elsewhere.”62 The cabinet criticized the mayor of Amsterdam’s
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from the party Forum voor Democratie, appeared to gain popularity with his anti-Islam attitude. These two political parties came under special attention in 2018
because of the Verwey-Jonker Institute’s report. This report indicates that there is
mainly recognition and sympathy from far-right organizations for their ideas and
ideology. This recognition has grown in recent times, especially in the direction
of Forum voor Democratie (FvD). Both parties have generated ideas that fit in the
ideological world of far-right groups.69 The researchers also argue that the PVV
cooperates with parties with a long history of racism and anti-Semitism, such as
the AFD, FPO, Front National, Lega Nord, and Vlaams Belang in Europe. An
important sidenote is that the pronounced pro-Jewish and pro-Israeli character of
the PVV clashes with the often implicit or explicit anti-Semitic ideas within many
far-right-wing organizations.70 It seems that their anti-Semitic utterances are often
received negatively but in the case of their statements about Muslims this negative
reaction disappears.
Additionally, Wilders has always been very mysterious about the financial support of his own party. However, in 2018, Haaretz showed from a review of tax forms
from the San Francisco Jewish Federation71 that the federation supported far-right
extremist groups. The far-right-wing extremist Geert Wilders, leader and sole member of the political party PVV, has also received money from the fund.72
The far-right groups which are also mentioned in the report by Verwey-Joncker
Instituut are Identitair Verzet, Voorpost, Pegida.nl, and Rechts in Verzet that play huge
roles in protests against mosques and Islamic intuitions. They organize these and
other actions and are the main forces exerting influence on politicians and states. As
this report has also stressed their ideas seem to be increasingly stripped of the legacy
of National Socialism in the Second World War and are gradually being perceived as
yet another political opinion. The latest findings suggest that while their ideas about
Islam and Muslims are accepted, their anti-Semitic and anti-Israel positions make
even Thierry Baudet and Geert Wilders distance themselves from them.73 Other
figures who take part in Islamophobic rhetoric are the radical Christians like Stichting Civitas Christiana, which is a very conservative and mission-oriented Catholic
association. They are primarily known for their action against the anti-Black Pete

69. Tierolf, Drost and van Kapel, Zevende rapportage racisme, antisemitisme en extreemrechts geweld in Nederland.
70. Ibid.
71. The Jewish Federation in San Francisco is a federation which supports all kinds of right-wing radical anti-Islam
groups for many years in the US. See: Allison Kaplan Sommer, “From Project Veritas to the Tea Party San Francisco
Jewish Federation Also Funding Far-right Fringe Groups, Not Just Canary Mission”, Haaretz, 10 October 2018,
https://www.haaretz.com/us-news/.premium-sf-jewish-federation-funded-far-right-groups-as-well-as-canary-mission-1.6547447, (Access date: 2 September 2019).
72. Sommer, From Project Veritas to the Tea Party San Francisco Jewish Federation Also Funding Far-Right Fringe
Groups, Not Just Canary Mission.
73. Tierolf, Drost and van Kapel, Zevende rapportage racisme, antisemitisme en extreemrechts geweld in Nederland
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movement.74 But this year they gained attention with their report about school trips
to mosques as a part of citizenship lessons. Based on their report, the SGP filed a
motion in the lower house of the Dutch parliament.75 This is another example of the
way anti-Muslim groups gain influence in the parliament.

Observed Civil Society and Political Assessment
and Initiatives
During the 29th Abel Herzberlezing,76 Sigrid Kaag, Minister for Foreign Trade and
Development Cooperation, gave a long speech which made a big impression. She argued that there is a “dark and threatening silence” in the Netherlands when it comes
to emerging populism and its threats to the democratic constitutional state. She felt
sad when sometimes in the Netherlands she had to confirm that her daughter who
looks different is indeed her daughter. She added, “because of my marriage [she married a Palestinian man] and career, I am treated as a foreigner in my own country.”
Without mentioning the PVV and the Forum for Democracy explicitly by name,
the minister criticized the ideas of Geert Wilders and Thierry Baudet. Kaag thinks
that these ideas receive too little reaction. “There is a certain silence in the society, in
politics. The silence of hearing what is told, but not talking about it, and not really
doing anything about it.” Kaag referred, among other things, to plans to ban the
Quran, or the construction of new mosques, as the PVV had recently proposed. The
D66 minister also warned that “people are tempted with a deceptive notion of romantic 19th-century nationalism.” That is an open hint to the far-right party Forum
for Democracy. The minister also sees a silence outside politics that she does not like,
from comedians who dare not make certain jokes out of fear of threats, to people
who dare not protest against racist remarks.77
Meanwhile, the ‘Nora’ project started on Friday, 23 February. Nora was a
Dutch Muslim and a digital character - eloquent and expert. In the run-up to
the municipal elections of 21 March, she registered Islam-related statements by
(mainly) politicians, journalists, and opinion makers. Via e-posters she commented almost on a daily basis on statements that were discriminatory, stigmatizing
or Islamophobic - or got close to it (Fig. 11). She explained her statements on
74. The anti-Black Pete movement is a group of people who are against the famous Dutch tradition of St. Nicholas
and his black slaves called Black Pete. Generally, this movement considers Zwarte Piet to be part of the Dutch colonial heritage, in which black people were subservient to whites. Those portraying Zwarte Piet usually put on blackface make-up and colorful clothes, in addition to curly wigs and bright red lipstick.
75. van Oordt, SGP: Scholier Niet Laten Knielen Voor Allah.
76. The debate center ‘De Rode Hoed’ in Amsterdam and the newspaper Trouw have been organizing the lectures
named after Jewish journalist and jurist Abel Herzberg (1893-1989) since 1990. They are held every September.
77. Sigrid Kaag, “Abel Herzberglezing Door Sigrid Kaag:Wees Niet Stil, Onze Stem Is Nodig”, Trouw, 30 September 2018, https://www.trouw.nl/nieuws/abel-herzberglezing-door-sigrid-kaag-wees-niet-stil-onze-stem-is-nodig~
b9451790/ (Access date: 3 September 2019).
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stigmatizing or Islamophobic - or got close to it (Fig. 11). She explained her statements on
social media more extensively via the website www.noraspreekt.nl. The main goal of 'Nora'
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Figure 11: Screenshot of the Internet site of noraspreekt.nl.80

Figure 11: Screenshot of the Internet site of noraspreekt.nl.80

Other important
initiatives to monitor Islamophobia, also mentioned before,
Other important initiatives to monitor Islamophobia, also mentioned before, were The Hague
were The Hague Peace Projects in collaboration with Ewoud Butter and Nieuw Wij.
Peace Projects in collaboration with Ewoud Butter and Nieuw Wij. They are investigating the
They are investigating the ways the four largest newspapers write about Muslims in
the Netherlands. Unfortunately, there has been little research done in the Nether78
lands on this topic.
http://noraspreekt.nl/, (Access date: 4 September 2019).
Marc van Molenbeek, “Ik ben Nora! Dé islamofobie – watcher in verkiezingstijd”, The Post Online, 22 February
2018 https://media.tpo.nl/2018/02/22/nora-islamofobie-watcher-verkiezingstijd/, (Access date: 4 September
2019); (Access
Martijn
Koning,2019).
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ber 2019); Martijn de Koning, “Het Spektakel Nora Spreekt 1”, Closer, 1 April 2018, http://religionresearch.org/
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September 2019).
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80. See: http://noraspreekt.nl/, (Access date: 3 September 2019)
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Mainly thanks to the efforts of social initiatives such as the Collective against Islamophobia and Discrimination (CTID), the Meldpunt Islamofobie, SPIOR, and Al
Nisa, recently more attention has been paid to the subject and Muslim discrimination has been registered separately for several years by the police. Meanwhile, various
hotlines have been established. Researchers such as Martijn de Koning and Ineke van
der Valk have also devoted great attention to the subject. Ineke van der Valk started
a new research together with Roemer Oordt and Ewoud Butter for the next monitoring, with a great deal of attention to the labor market discrimination of Muslims.81

Conclusion and Policy Recommendations
In the last two years, election campaigns have dominated the political scene of the
Netherlands. During the election campaigns, Islamophobic groups and parties challenged the borders of free speech. They instrumentalized freedom of speech to target
Muslims and misused various terror attacks and the so-called worldwide refugee
crisis to gain popularity. In general, in politics there are parties that are openly anti-Islam and anti-Muslim like the PVV and the FvD. Other parties received much
criticism in the local elections in 2018 for adapting populist tones to gain votes from
right-wing parties.
In 2018, it was not only Muslim-related terrorist acts that gained attention but
also far-right groups. Generally, one can speak of two groups who were active against
Islam and Muslims: First, groups like the far-right who operated in the field, for
example in front of mosques. Second, anti-Islam politicians acting in the political
parties and in the parliament. The two influence each other and there is a certain
interaction between them which we discussed in this report. In the same year, civil
society groups, on the other hand, took many initiatives to combat Islamophobia.
While writing this report I discovered that important work has to be carried out
in the field of education. The schoolbooks contain insufficient information about
Muslims. With an eye on many negative images about Muslims, it is very important
that what is written about them is formulated very carefully; otherwise, this can only
feed prejudices instead of combating them. In this sense, more attention is needed in
education on the issues of racism and diversity in society. The solutions seem to be
distributing manuals against hate speech, human rights education to young people
and teachers, and training teachers to recognize and effectively fight racism and discrimination. Combating Islamophobia in education is an urgent step since according to a report by Kennisplatform integratie en Samenleving (Knowledge Platform of
Integration and Society) 94% of young people who have experienced discrimination
do not report this to an authority.
81. Ewoud Butter, “Bezoek Van David Friggieri, Europees Coordinator Tegen Moslimhaat, Aan Nederland”, Republik Allochtonië, 12 April 2018, hhttp://www.republiekallochtonie.nl/blog/nieuws/bezoek-van-david-friggieri-europees-coordinator-tegen-moslimhaat-aan-nederland (Access date: 2 September 2019).
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We see more often that events of scholars from conservative angles that are
thought to preach hatred are discussed by municipalities that also consider stopping them. These are often discussed in the context of the violation of the rule
of law. One municipality has even discussed the closure of mosques that invite
such scholars. But little is discussed when it concerns the far-right groups. Their
possible violation of the rule of law or hatred towards a group in society is not
discussed to the same extent. There is clearly a double standard. The municipalities must take more responsibility here and all forms of violation of the law by
any group should be discussed proportionally - not only Muslim groups should
be discussed in this sense.
Finally, one can conclude that still little attention is being paid to far-right
groups and their danger to Dutch society. However, we could observe that the
poor attention paid to these groups in reports, does not describe the real problem. This is most evident in the report published by the Dutch Security Agency
(AIVD). The fact that they published a report about far-right groups is a good
development but the problem is that their growth and attendance is linked to the
anti-Black Pete movement and Islam which, in turn, has legitimized these groups
and given them a protest group profile, which will cover up their danger and their
dangerous worldview.
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•
•
•
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•
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18.01.2018: Decapitated and blood-stained doll put before the Emir Sultan Mosque in Amsterdam.
03.02.2018: Mosque under construction in the Hague grafitied with swastika.
07.02.2018: Windows of a Moroccan mosque in Roosendaal were smashed
(unclear if this was a hate crime).
10.02.2018: Arson at Islamic center in Drachten.
23.02.2018: The ‘Nora’ project launched. ‘Nora’ was a Dutch Muslim and
a digital character - eloquent and expert. In the run-up to the municipal
elections of 21 March, she registered Islam-related statements by (mainly)
politicians, journalists, and opinion formers.
10.03.2018: Dozens of crosses where placed on mosque construction site
by Pegida.nl Netherlands.
12.04.2018: The mosque board of a mosque in Enshede had plans to rebuild the mosque. far-right group Rechts in Verzet (Right in Resistance)
placed banners and protest signs against this decision.
12.04.2018: Far-right group Rechts in Verzet put banners against new
mosque in Houten.
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06.06.2018: Far-right group Pegida.nl placed banners against new mosque
in Assendelft.
07.06.2018: Pegida.nl canceled its protest pork barbecue before the Lale
Mosque in Rotterdam at the last minute after resistance from neighborhood.
02.07.2018: Far-right movement Rechts in Verzet put banners against
mosque in Oosterhout.
08.07.2018: Anti-discrimination bureau RADAR and four Islamic umbrella organizations want PVV leader Geert Wilders and his party to be
prosecuted for the ‘Islam is deadly’ campaign. They took a legal action
against Wilders.
22.08.2018: Far-right movement Rechts in Verzet took action at a mosque
in Nijmegen. Police intervened.
09.09.2018: Stone thrown at window of Yunus Emre Mosque in Alblasserdam.
09-30.09.2018: Abel Herzberg lecture by Sigrid Kaag: “Do Not Be Silent,
Our Voice Is Needed!”
25.09.2018: Mosque in Nieuwerkerk aan den Ijssel smeared with tomato
sauce.
01.10.2018: Pegida.nl demonstrated with gruesome video against mosque
in Enschede.
05.10.2018: The police foiled attack on As-Soennah Mosque in The Hague.
Board member of the mosque posted on his Facebook page that a man had
plans to attack the mosque.
08.10.2018: Demonstration by Pegida in Utrecht prematurely ended.
28.10.2018: Far-right movement Identitair Resistance (Identitair Verzet)
protested at the mosque in Leiden.
16.11.2018: Banners put and gate locked at mosque in Geleen by far-right
movement Identitair Verzet.
17.11.2018: Posters against Islamization at mosque in Ede.
24.11.2018: Far-right group Voorpost again put posters with Islamophobic
texts like ‘Halal slaughtering is barbaric’ and ‘stop Islamization’ at Turkish
mosque Ede.
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