The denial of the very existence of Islamophobia/anti-Muslim racism/anti-Muslim hate
crime in Europe by many demonstrates the need for an appropriate effort and political
will to tackle this normalized racism and its manifestations that are deeply entrenched in
European societies, institutions, and states.
This denial is not only the case for extremist groups on the political fringe of the society, but rather far-right discourses have moved to the center of political power. Consequently, it is not only right-wing extremist groups that rely on the means of Islamophobic
propaganda and discourse - social democrats, liberals, leftists or conservatives are not
immune to this form of racism.
As a survey published by the FRA reveals 76% of Muslim respondents feel strongly attached to the country they live in, while 31% of those seeking work have been discriminated against in the last five years. At the same time, only 12% of Muslims say they have
reported cases of discrimination. Hence, we can say with certainty that the extent of
discrimination Muslims face in Europe is much greater than the numbers revealed in any
report on Islamophobia and anti-Muslim hate crime in Europe.
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In other words, one can claim that all the available data and statistics about Islamophobia
in Europe show only the tip of the iceberg. Therefore, revealing the comprehensiveness of
structural anti-Muslim racism lies at the heart of the European Islamophobia Report project,
which on a yearly basis analyzes the trends and developments in Europe from Russia to
Portugal, and Malta to Norway.
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his is the third issue of the annual European Islamophobia Report (EIR) consisting
of an overall evaluation of Islamophobia in Europe in the year 2017, as well as
33 country reports which include almost all EU member states and additional
countries such as Russia and Norway. This year’s EIR represents the work of 40 prominent scholars and civil society activists from various European countries.
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Foreword

FOREWORD
SETA is pleased to present the third edition of the annual European Islamophobia
Report (EIR) succeeding the reports of 2015 and 2016. This year, 40 prominent
scholars and civil society actors from various European countries who specialize in
different fields such as racism, gender, and discrimination studies, present 33 country
reports. In addition to highlighting the developments of Islamophobia in key fields
such as employment, education and politics, they provide precious country-specific
policy recommendations to counter this phenomenon and a detailed chronology of
events. Since every year it applies the same methodological framework on a large
number of European countries, the European Islamophobia Report (EIR) provides
a unique collection of European-wide analyses in regard to anti-Muslim racism in
Europe to policy makers, social scientists, and ordinary readers.
Monitoring Islamophobia in Europe became an urgent need in the last few
years, since the phenomenon has sensibly increased, following economic recession
and the rise of far-right politics. Today, Islamophobia constitutes a serious challenge
for European democracies for at least four reasons:
•

First of all, Islamophobia is severely impacting the life of millions of European
Muslims facing racism at university, in the workplace, the public sphere, etc. In
addition to representing a threat to their physical life, this racism undermines
their place in society and their sense of belonging in European nation states.
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•

Secondly, the rise of Islamophobia both reflects and strengthens the normalization of far-right discourse in the political spectrum across Europe. Within a
few months, neofascist parties entered the German Bundestag, accessed strategic ministries in Austria, and registered historical results in the French, Dutch
and Italian elections.

•

Thirdly, Islamophobia poses a problem of internal security as it intensifies tensions between communities, legitimizes hate crimes against individuals, and undermines the European Union ideals of peace and coexistence.

•

Finally, Islamophobia represents an obstacle for European international relations, since it mars the EU image of tolerance worldwide and increases
tension between EU member states and certain strategic partners, including
Muslim countries.

Yet, even if Islamophobia objectively constitutes a threat for European democracies, many European intellectuals and politicians, both left- and right-wing, are
still refuting the existence and the validity of the concept. Their worries about terrorist attacks and immigration are preventing them from acknowledging the daily
racism that Muslims face in Europe. However, by denying Islamophobia, there is a
risk – intended or not – to ignore the inacceptable reality experienced by millions
of European citizens.
Based on this observation, as SETA, we decided to annually publish the European Islamophobia Report (EIR) in order to provide serious – yet accessible – analyses
on a phenomenon that remains widely ignored and misunderstood. We hope this
will be a vital contribution in the fight against Islamophobia in Europe.

Burhanettin Duran
General Coordinator of SETA
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THE STATE OF
ISLAMOPHOBIA
IN EUROPE
ENES BAYRAKLI • FARID HAFEZ
This is the third issue of the annual European Islamophobia Report (EIR) consisting
of an overall evaluation of Islamophobia in Europe in the year 2017, as well as 33
country reports which include almost all EU member states and additional countries
such as Russia and Norway. This year’s EIR represents the work of 40 prominent
scholars and civil society activists from various European countries.
In a presentation of the Second European Union Minorities and Discrimination Survey’s selected findings on Muslims, the director of the European Fundamental Rights Agency (FRA), Michael O’Flaherty, stressed that their survey clearly
contradicts the claim that Muslims are not integrated into European societies. On
the contrary, the survey found that the trust of Muslims in the democratic institutions of Europe is higher than much of the general population. Furthermore,
O’Flaherty pointed out that “every incident of discrimination and hate crime,
however, hinders their [Muslims’] inclusion and reduces their chances of finding
work. We risk that we alienate individuals and their community from us, with all
possible consequences.”1
1. FRA, “Press Release: Muslims in the EU: High Levels of Trust Despite Pervasive Discrimination”, Vienna, September 21, 2017.
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As the report based on a survey of 10,527 people who identified themselves
as Muslims published by the FRA reveals 76% of Muslim respondents feel strongly attached to the country they live in, while 31% of those seeking work have
been discriminated against in the last five years. At the same time, only 12% of
Muslims say they have reported cases of discrimination. Hence, we can say with
certainty that the extent of discrimination Muslims face in Europe is much greater
than the numbers revealed in any report on Islamophobia and anti-Muslim hate
crime in Europe. In other words, one can claim that all the available data and statistics about Islamophobia in Europe show only the tip of the iceberg. Therefore,
revealing the comprehensiveness of structural anti-Muslim racism lies at the heart
of the European Islamophobia Report project, which on a yearly basis analyzes the
trends and developments in almost all states in Europe from Russia to Portugal,
and Malta to Norway.
However, NGOs and projects like the EIR cannot provide a European-wide
daily monitoring mechanism given the colossal size of the problem and the funds
required. Therefore, we think it is the duty of the nation states to put in place monitoring mechanisms and publish yearly data on anti-Muslim hate crimes in their
respective countries. Yet, it is clear that we are far from that goal since there is no
official documentation of anti-Muslim hate crime in the overwhelming majority
of European nation states. Recently, Germany made an important step by including Islamophobia as a subcategory of “hate crimes” in the official police statistics
of “politically motivated criminal acts.” We welcome this decision and urge other
European nation states to follow suit, since Islamophobia is not only a fundamental threat to the coexistence of different religions and cultures but also a threat to
the democratic foundations of Europe. Furthermore, tackling Islamophobia has
also become an acute problem given the rise of racist, especially Islamophobic,
anti-Semitic and anti-Roma far-right parties and the adaptation of their discourse
by mainstream parties in many European nation states.
The first statistics, which were revealed for 2017 by the German State reveal
around 71 attacks on mosques and 908 crimes against German Muslims (ranging
from verbal to physical attacks and murder attempts). Germany also registered 1,413
attacks on refugees and 93 attacks on aid workers in Germany in the first 273 days
of 2017. However, although the German state registered 71 attacks on mosques, the
DITIB, which is an NGO, listed 101 attacks on mosques in Germany all throughout 2017. Therefore, bearing in mind also what the FRA revealed about the reluctance of Muslims to report incidents, one can claim that the estimated number of
unknown cases might be more than eight times higher. There are various reasons for
these phenomena; some of these include:
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• Victims may not be aware of the reporting mechanisms.
• The victims’ possible social isolation or proximity to the perpetrator.
• The victims’ lack of trust in the authorities, due to fears that their claim will
not be taken seriously.
• The victims’ fear of being victimized again by police officers.
In this regard, the OSCE ODIHR points out to the fact that “governments
have a central role to play in ensuring access to justice; from the initial assessment of
victims’ needs by police officers, to support mechanisms for victims through governmental or nongovernmental institutions.”2
The denial of the very existence of Islamophobia/anti-Muslim racism/anti-Muslim hate crime in Europe by many demonstrates the need for an appropriate effort
and political will to tackle this normalized racism and its manifestations that are
deeply entrenched in European societies, institutions, and states. Intelligence services, such as the German Bundesamt für Verfassungsschutz, have realized the important role Islamophobia plays for right-wing extremist parties.3 Still, it is not only
the case for extremist groups on the political fringe of the society, but rather far-right
discourses have moved to the center of political power. Consequently, it is not only
right-wing extremist groups that rely on the means of Islamophobic propaganda and
discourse - social democrats, liberals, leftists or conservatives are no longer immune
to this form of racism.
The recognition of Islamophobia is of utmost importance in Europe. Therefore,
we welcome the Swedish government’s decision to launch a National Plan to Combat Racism, which also acknowledges Islamophobia as a problem that needs to be
addressed. However, despite this positive step the Equality Ombudsman in Sweden
followed the EU Court of Justice in ruling that company policies banning the Islamic headscarf are not discriminatory.
That is also why initiatives such as the report The Missing Muslims: Unlocking
British Muslim Potential for the Benefit of All by Conservative MP Dominic Grieve,
in which the government was urged to adopt a definition of anti-Muslim prejudice
along the lines of that adopted in 2016 for anti-Semitism, are so important. Successfully combating Islamophobia requires outspoken and brave initiatives and persons
(politicians and activists) who challenge this widespread normalized form of racism.
With the help of the new president of the USA, who defends his “Muslim
Ban” by referring to invented terrorist attacks such as the one in Sweden, the imagined figure of the all-time lurking Muslim enemy is kept alive. When Trump tweet2. OSCE, “Hate Crime against Muslims”, retrieved March 24, 2018, from https://www.osce.org/odihr/373441?
download=true.
3. BfV, “What is Right-Wing Extremism?”, retrieved March 24, 2018, from https://www.verfassungsschutz.de/en/
fields-of-work/right-wing-extremism/what-is-right-wing-extremism.
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ed “You look at what's happening last night in Sweden. Sweden, who would believe
this? Sweden. They took in large numbers. They're having problems like they never
thought possible,”4 Swedish officials and reporters were bewildered since there were
no major incidents that night. The climate of the age of fake news, which has
always been central to the spread of conspiracy theories, is now exaggerated and
expanded by leading politicians in the world, while the structural dimension of
Islamophobia still exists at the heart of European societies and institutions. This
situation requires a need for a clear stance by governing politicians, elites and intellectuals since they are bound by their constitutions and laws, and international and
national human rights standards.
In this manner, British Prime Minister Theresa May criticized Trump for reposting material from the far-right Britain First, while the U.S. president answered
her with the advice that it would be better if she dealt with the “destructive radical
Islamic Terrorism that is taking place within the United Kingdom” rather than focusing on him.5 It is quite clear that Europe needs more courageous leaders such as
Alexander Van der Bellen, the president of the Austrian Republic, who defended the
rights of women to wear a headscarf in a country where the far right has become the
leading political power.6

Combatting Islamophobia on the European and
the Supranational Levels
Combatting Islamophobia on national and regional levels is important but not
enough. Therefore, there is a need for a concerted effort to combat Islamophobia
first on the European level and second on the supranational level. In this regard both
the coordination among different NGOs and the involvement of institutions such
as the EU, the Council of Europe, the OSCE and the UN are essential. In 2017,
there were some initial positive steps on the EU level, however, given the size of the
problem there is still a long way to go.
As an NGO coalition statement following the 4th Roundtable on anti-Muslim
hatred, which was organized by the European Commission (EC) and chaired by the
EU coordinator on combatting anti-Muslim hatred, David Friggieri, made clear,
a “stronger and more concrete commitment and actions”7 are needed to combat
4. Chan Sewell, “Last Night in Sweden? Trump’s Remark Baffles a Nation”, retrieved December 12, 2017, from
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/02/19/world/europe/last-night-in-sweden-trumps-remark-baffles-a-nation.html.
5. David Smith, “Donald Trump Attacks Theresa May over Her Criticism of His Far-right Retweets”, retrieved February 9, 2018, from www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/nov/29/donald-trump-theresa-may-tweet-uk-us.
6. Farid Hafez, “Austria’s President and the Islamophobia Debate: The Courage of One Man”, retrieved March 25,
2018, from https://en.qantara.de/content/austrias-president-and-the-islamophobia-debate-the-courage-of-one-man.
7. NGO Coalition Statement following 4th European Commission Roundtable on anti-Muslim hatred, retrieved
December 18, 2017, from http://www.enar-eu.org/NGO-coalition-statement-following-4th-European-Commission-Round-Table-on-anti.
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Islamophobia. These civil society organizations argue that “there are still some misconceptions by the European institutions with regards to the issue of Islamophobia.
With the generalised suspicion against Muslims, it is of utmost importance for EU
policy makers not to fall into the trap of treating Muslims as potential problems
but rather as human beings whose fundamental rights can be violated. Combatting
Islamophobia is not about preventing radicalism or terrorism […] it is about politically addressing structural forms of discrimination and racism affecting Muslims or
those perceived as such.”8
Although the statements of high-ranking politicians such as Frans Timmerman, vice-president of the European Commission, in which he recognized the
problem of Islamophobia are positive steps, the European Coalition against Islamophobia still sees a large potential for improvement regarding the fight against
Islamophobia on the EU level. According to the European Coalition against Islamophobia, the EU and national legislations provide legal remedies for racist
crime and discrimination, yet Muslims still suffer from violence, prejudice and
exclusion in Europe.9 In this context, the FRA recommends better implementation of the relevant EU and national legislation to combat widespread harassment and hate crime against Muslims.10
On March 14, 2017, the European Court of Justice (EJC) for the first time
made two judgments to rule on non-discrimination at work on religious grounds.11
The EJC ruled that employers would be able to prohibit the wearing of religious
garments by their employees. This was despite the content of Article 9, which
secures the freedom of thought, conscience and religion of the European Convention on Human Rights. The EJC ruled that banning visible signs of political,
philosophical or religious beliefs is “appropriate” to ensure a “policy of neutrality”
if systematically applied as a company policy. Obviously, also observant Jews and
other religious minorities will be affected by this as much as Muslim women and
men. But the verdict has evolved in the context of the complaints of two Muslim
women, one from France and one from Belgium. It will be Muslim women who
will suffer from this regulation disproportionately. Amnesty International protested against this decision as potentially propelling increased discrimination on
the basis of religious identity, especially against Muslim women. Also, many faith
communities and vocal Muslim organizations in Brussels and beyond have objected to what they perceive a step towards further institutionalization of Islamopho8. Ibid.
9. European Coalition against Islamophobia, “Strengthening Actions against Islamophobia: Next Steps for the European Commission”, retrieved March 25, 2018, from http://www.enar-eu.org/IMG/pdf/2017_one-pager_ec_islamophobia.pdf.
10. OSCE, “Bias against Muslims”, retrieved March 25, 2018, from http://hatecrime.osce.org/taxonomy/term/230.
11. Court of Justice of the European Union PRESS RELEASE No 30 /17 Luxembourg, March 14, 2017, https://
curia.europa.eu/jcms/upload/docs/application/pdf/2017-03/cp170030en.pdf
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bia. While this verdict made clear that visible signs of political, philosophical or
religious beliefs can be banned in private companies, it left many questions open
regarding the decisions to be taken in the future.
As Bülent Senay, personal representative of the OSCE Chair-in-Office on
Combating Intolerance and Discrimination against Muslims, argued during the
Human Dimension Implementation Meeting 2017, on a supranational level, institutions still lack means to fight Islamophobia. Amongst other important recommendations, he called the OSCE states to commit to recording hate crimes
against Muslims as a separate disaggregated category. The OSCE ODIHR is also
considering the preparation of a guide on hate crimes against Muslims and on the
security needs of Muslim communities in the OSCE region. A similar guide has
been prepared und published for Jewish communities.12 We think this would be
a positive step to combatting Islamophobia in the OSCE region and, therefore,
welcome the preparation of such a guide.
The European Commission against Racism and Intolerance of the Council
of Europe publishes an annual report on the ECRI’s activities, in which Islamophobia is also analyzed under a separate heading. In the last report, which
covered the year 2016, the ECRI points to the fact that “Muslims continue to
experience discrimination in various areas of social life, including education,
employment and housing.”13 The ECRI concludes that the “negative experiences of Muslims in Europe can fuel feelings of isolation within a larger community
and hinder inclusive societies.”14 However, we think that the Council of Europe,
which consists of 47 states, can play a wider role in the combat against Islamophobia in Europe.
The European Coalition against Islamophobia, which consists of 13 NGOs,15
has published its suggestion for an action plan for 2018-2019 to fight Islamophobia
in the European Union. This plan puts the recognition of Islamophobia at its center and among other important recommendations calls the European Parliament to
adopt a resolution on combatting Islamophobia as it did on combatting anti-Semitism and anti-Gypsysism.16
12. OSCE, “Understanding Anti-Semitic Hate Crimes and Addressing the Security Needs of Jewish Communities”,
retrieved March 25, 2018, from https://www.osce.org/odihr/317166?download=true.
13. Council of Europe, “Annual Report on ECRI’s Activities”, retrieved March 25, 2018, from https://www.coe.
int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/activities/Annual_Reports/Annual%20report%202016.pdf.
14. Ibid.
15. The members of this coalition are the following: European Forum of Muslim Women; Forum of European Muslim Youth and Student Organisations; Karamah EU; European Muslim Initiative for Social Cohesion; European
Network against Racism; and the Collective against Islamophobia in France.
16. ENAR, “Strengthening Actions against Islamophobia”, retrieved March 25, 2018, from http://www.enar-eu.org/
IMG/pdf/2017_one-pager_ec_islamophobia.pdf.
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A resolution adopted by the UN Human Rights Council on March 23, 2016
(Resolution 31/16) expressed “concern over violent attacks motivated by anti-religious bias, targeting individuals belonging to religious minorities, as well as
religious places, and recommended that states prevent, investigate and punish
such acts.”17 Although this is more a general resolution on freedom of religion
it is still relevant to EU states which are witnessing an unprecedented rise of
anti-Muslim hate crimes in the last decade. More concretely, the United Nations
Special Rapporteur on Contemporary Forms of Racism, Racial Discrimination,
Xenophobia and Related Intolerance reported that “the fear of terrorism and racist and xenophobic speech often translate into increases in hate crimes targeting
Muslims, migrants, refugees and asylum seekers.” Like many others, the special
rapporteur reiterated the importance of collecting disaggregated data on hate
crimes targeting Muslims and others.18

The Rise of the Far Right in Europe
Beyond the supranational level, there are observable trends in different European nation states. Firstly, the far-right political camp has moved from the periphery to the center and become integral to the political landscape in Europe. While
most far-right parties are still in opposition, some have gained major influence
by becoming governing parties such as in the cases of Austria, Bulgaria, and
Finland. While others may still be in opposition, their Islamophobic discourse,
which is so central to most of them, has become mainstream since their issues
have been co-opted by former centrist political parties. In Sweden, for instance,
the once marginal anti-Muslim Sweden Democrats became the third or second
largest party in opinion polls, pushing most other parties to adjust their policies accordingly. Secondly, we also observe a stronger cooperation of various
Islamophobic parties in Europe. For instance, the Czech Freedom and Direct
Democracy Party (SPD) organized a meeting of representatives of its partners
from the European Parliament in December 2017 in Prague. Politicians such as
Geert Wilders (Dutch Freedom Party) and Marine Le Pen (Front National) were
amongst some of the participants.
From Sweden to Greece, from Poland to the Netherlands, the rise of far-right
parties is a vital threat to democratic order in Europe. What is more dangerous is
the mainstreaming and normalization of the far-right policies within mainstream
politics. Austria is a wake-up call and the prime example of this horror story which
might repeat itself in many European countries if European societies do not seriously
tackle this disturbing trend.
17. OSCE, “Bias against Muslims”, retrieved March 25, 2018, from http://hatecrime.osce.org/taxonomy/term/230.
18. Ibid.
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The Right Wing in Opposition
As mentioned above in the majority of EU countries far-right parties are still in
opposition. However, when in opposition, right-wing political parties are even more
explicit about their racist utopia and hence speak out in a harsher and more direct
way against Muslims. By doing so, they are playing a crucial role in the normalization of anti-Muslim discourse in Europe.
There are many examples of this blatant anti-Muslim racism, some of which will
be presented here. In this context, the Northern League’s candidate for president of
the Lombardy region of Italy warned that there is a “risk that the white race disappears and is replaced by migrants.”19 In Slovenia, right-wing populist and extremist
parties are not strong enough to win elections, however they are very active on social
media and in the organization of public events and protests. For instance, Nova
24TV in Slovenia broadcasted the following Islamophobic opinion: “Obviously, we
do not have enough terrorists, rapists and other criminals in Europe. It seems that
leading politicians want to bring even more. Only this can explain their desire for the
ever-increasing inclusion of migrants and Muslims in European countries.”20
In Latvia, numerous pre-election programs of various parties for the 2017 municipal elections demonstrated unambiguous Islamophobic positions. In Riga, the
Action Party of Eurosceptics (Eiroskeptiķu Rīcības partija) published the following
slogan in their program, “We are not against Muslims, we are against the Islamization of Latvia and Europe.”21 The National Alliance (Nacionālā apvienīb) was even
more radical in its program in which it stated that it was “in support of not letting
into Liepāja illegal immigrants called ‘refugees’ – potential criminals, terrorists and
idlers! There will be no mosques here!” 22
In Bosnia and Herzegovina, anti-Muslim bigotry and negative trends towards
Muslims were evident mainly in the educational, political and media sectors. The
main generators of Islamophobic discourse and anti-Muslim bigotry are the Bosnian
Serb political, media and academic policymakers.
For the first time since 1989 a right-wing extremist party managed to enter parliament in Slovakia. The opposition party ‘We Are a Family – Boris Kolar’ submitted
19. Milano, “Fontana: ‘Razza bianca da difendere’. Poi precisa: ‘È stato un lapsus’. Salvini: siamo sotto attacco”, retrieved March 25, 2018, from http://milano.corriere.it/notizie/politica/18_gennaio_15/attilio-fontana-immigratirazza-bianca-difendere-candidato-centrodestra-regione-lombardia-bcf74404-f9e8-11e7-b7a0-515b75eef21a.shtml.
20. Nova 24TV, “Levičarske dobre vile muslimanom odpirajo vrata, Evropa pa hudičeva semena še kar zaliva”
(The Left Good Fairies Open the Doors of Europe to Muslims, and Europe Still Waters the Devil Seeds), retrieved
November 22, 2017, from http://nova24tv.si/svet/levicarske-dobre-vile-muslimanom-odpirajo-vrata-evropa-pahudiceva-semena-se-kar-zaliva/.
21. Centrālā vēlēšanu komisija, “Eiroskeptiķu Rīcības partija”, retrieved December 27, 2017, from http://pv2017.
cvk.lv/CandidateLists/CandidateList?candidateListId=8k1v7yBEuCMERyWBkqtfTQ%3D%3D.
22. Centrālā vēlēšanu komisija, “Nacionālā savienīga Taisnīgums,” retrieved December 27, 2017, from http://
pv2017.cvk.lv/CandidateLists/CandidateList?candidateListId=0zFqpAsLIE456csFZERqxQ%3D%3D.
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a bill to amend the laws to enable a ban on building mosques. Eleven members
voted for the proposal, 48 against it, while more than a half of the MPs, 77 in total,
abstained from the vote.
In Southern Cyprus, a newly established party, the far-right ELAM (Ethniko
Laiko Metopo), which is a sister party to Greece’s Golden Dawn, has significantly
contributed to spreading Islamophobia in the southern part of the island. Although
ELAM is a very small party and only managed to enter parliament in 2016 with
3.71% (allowing them 2 MPs), their views are widespread; the archbishop of southern Cyprus often expresses his agreement with ELAM’S positions.
The successful Swiss right-wing party SVP tried to introduce a full-face veil ban
in Sweden. Another parliamentary initiative by National Councillor Yannick Buttet
(CVP) demanded a “mandatory labelling of imported halal meat at all stages of sales
as well as an increase in the price of imported halal meat.”23 Although the National
Council accepted the initiative, the Council of States rejected it.
In Switzerland, the parliamentary motion by Lorenzo Quadri from the regional
right-wing party Lega, which was adopted in the National Council, instructed the
Federal Council to draw up a bill, which, following the rules that apply in Austria,
provides a guarantee for the following: “(1) The prohibition of Islamic places of
worship and imams who accept funds from abroad; (2) The obligation for Islamic
centers to disclose the origin and use of their finances; (3) The duty to conduct sermons in the language of residence.”24
Meanwhile in the UK, UKIP’s election manifesto promised a public ban on
“face coverings” and proscribed sharia courts in the UK. In the Netherlands, radical
parties such as the Dutch SGP (a radical Christian party) published a manifesto,25
which argued that “the love offer of Jesus Christ and Muhammad’s use of violence
are as different as day and night.”26
Beyond political parties, on the more extreme non-parliamentarian level or
the grassroots level, far-right groups, such as the Identitarian movement or ones
that function underground, pose a threat to Muslims in Europe, especially in their
most violent form. Nationalist groups such as, among others, the Finnish branch of
the Nordic Resistance Movement and the “Finland First” movement were active in
spreading their ideology of hate.
23. The Federal Assembly - The Swiss Parliament, “Motion 15.499: Import of Halal Meat from Animals Slaughtered
without Stunning,” retrieved January 18, from https://www.parlament.ch/de/ratsbetrieb/suche-curia-vista/geschaef
t?AffairId=20150499.
24. The Federal Assembly - The Swiss Parliament, “Motion 16.3330: Islamische Gebetsstätten. Verbot der Finanzierung durch das Ausland und Offenlegungspflicht”, retrieved January 9, 2017, from https://www.parlament.ch/
de/ratsbetrieb/amtliches-bulletin/amtliches-bulletin-die-verhandlungen?SubjectId=41116.
25. SGP, “Manifest islam in Nederland”, retrieved January 26, 2018, from https://www.sgp.nl/actueel/manifest-islam-in-nederland/6125.
26. Ibid., p. 2.
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The Right Wing in Power
Currently, there are a few governments in Europe, which include right-wing parties
that have focused heavily on using Islamophobia as a means of gaining public support and political power. After the general elections in Norway, the Progress Party,
which is often regarded as a right-wing populist party and which had an openly
Islamophobic election campaign, governs together with the conservatives in a coalition. Consequently, for the first time in Norwegian history, there are government
representatives who do not shy away from using Islamophobic discourse. The Progress Party’s minister for immigration and integration, Sylvi Listhaug, suggested a
prohibition against hijabs at elementary schools, which was not supported by the
coalition partner. The party also proposed to ban the circumcision of baby boys,
which also found no support in parliament. A third proposal, a national ban of the
face veil in schools and institutions of higher education, won broad parliamentary
support and is currently being circulated for consultation.
In the Czech Republic, a new party called ANO won the elections. Its leader
supported the notorious Islamophobic politician, Czech President Miloš Zeman.
The leader of the right-wing populist party Freedom and Direct Democracy (SPD),
which campaigns continuously for a legal ban of Islam, became vice-chair of the
Chamber of Deputies of the Parliament of the Czech Republic. Although there
is a tiny Muslim community in the country, the 2017 national elections were the
first in the history of the Czech Republic, during which attitudes towards Muslims
were a central issue.
In Bulgaria, a hostile language towards Muslims is winning ground. Especially, during election campaigns, anti-Muslim rhetoric was at its peak. Many extreme
right-wing political parties such as ATAKA, NFSB (National Front for the Salvation
of Bulgaria), and IMRO (Internal Macedonian Revolutionary Organization) are part
of the current government and form a coalition with the leading party.
In Serbia, there are ministers such as Aleksandar Vulin, minister of defense, and
Nebojša Stefanovic, minister of the interior, who attract attention by stirring ethnic
and religious hostilities. Today, we can witness a revival of political parties and forces
from the 1990s in the political arena. Currently, the strongest parties are those that
were the most important players in the aggression against Bosnia and Herzegovina,
and Kosovo. A rise in nationalism and hate speech targeting Muslims can be seen in
the public sphere. Crimes committed against Muslims are glorified.

Co-option of Islamophobia by Centrist Parties
We observe a general trend within centrist political parties to co-opt the Islamophobic discourse of right-wing political parties. The former president of Romania, Traian
Basescu, proclaimed in the midst of a debate on a mosque in Bucharest that this was
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“a risk to national security,” and argued that “part of the Islamization of Europe is
building mosques everywhere.”27 During a local council election in Bucharest in June
2016, several leading Bucharest mayoral candidates argued for a referendum on the
mosque, amongst them the current mayor Gabriela Firea of the Social Democratic
Party (Partidul Social Democrat – PSD).28
In Poland, there is no nominal right-wing political party, but a conservative
party in power, which nevertheless allows an unambiguous negative image of Islam to be spread in state institutions. State-funded media outlets seem to carefully select their guests, who spread a stereotypical portrayal of Muslims as “violent,”
“terrorists,” “Jihadists,” “sexists,” “rapists,” “uncivilized,” “double-faced,” and in
general “a threat” to European and Christian values. While a research commissioned by the Commissioner of Human Rights on the attitudes among Polish
secondary school students was published in 2017, showing that the majority of
the 396 respondents reveal strong anti-refugee, Islamophobic and homophobic
prejudice,29 the Ministry of Education shut down anti-discrimination programs
in Polish schools and instead promoted programs supporting patriotism and a
national and cultural Polish identity.30
In Spain, former president of Madrid and of the senate, and former minister of
culture, Esperanza Aguirre, tweeted that January 2 was a glorious day for Spanish
women who otherwise would not enjoy any freedom under the rule of Islam.31 In
Slovakia, former president Robert Fico argued that he will “not allow the creation of
an integrated Muslim community in Slovakia.”32
In Hungary, the ruling conservative Fidesz competed in Islamophobic rhetoric
with the far right. It finally managed to make anti-Muslim narratives become un27. Gandul, “Băsescu nu vrea moschee la Bucureşti şi-l trimite pe Iohannis să se facă muftiu la Sibiu. România
trebuie să rămână creştină” (Basescu Doesn’t Want a Mosque in Bucharest and Sends Iohannnis to Become a Mufti
at Sibiu. Romania Must Remain Christian), retrieved December 26, 2017, from http://www.gandul.info/politica/
basescu-nu-vrea-moschee-la-bucuresti-si-l-trimite-pe-iohannis-sa-se-faca-muftiu-la-sibiu-romania-trebuie-sa-ramana-crestina-15154001.
28. Euractiv, “Firea: Moschee în Bucureşti doar după un referendum local/Orban: Nu voi autoriza moscheea lui
Ponta” (Mosque in Bucharest Only After Local Referendum / Orban: I Won’t Authorize Ponta’s Mosque), March
25, 2016, retrieved December 23, 2017, from http://www.euractiv.ro/politic-intern/firea-despre-construirea-uneimoschei-la-bucuresti-doar-dupa-un-referendum-local-3920.
29. Gajos-Kaniewska, Dorota, “RPO: młodzież nie chce uchodźców – wyniki badania wśród uczniów szkół
średnich”, retrieved January 11, 2018, from http://www.rp.pl/Edukacja-i-wychowanie/309069922-RPO-mlodzieznie-chce-uchodzcow---wyniki-badania-wsrod-uczniow-szkol-srednich.html.
30. Newsweek, “Patrotyzm – tak, tolerancja – nie. Prawicowa ideologia od września wchodzi do polskich szkół”
retrieved January 11, 2018, from http://www.newsweek.pl/polska/spoleczenstwo/koniec-zajeciami-antydyskryminacyjnymi-w-szkolach-edukacja-narodowa-wedlug-pis,artykuly,412809,1.html.
31. El Diario, “Esperanza Aguirre, sobre la Toma de Granada: “Es un día de gloria para las españolas. Con el Islam no
tendríamos libertad,” retrieved October 24, 2017, from http://www.eldiario.es/politica/Esperanza-Aguirre-TomaGranada-Islam_0_597390772.html.
32. Juraj Koník, “Premiér Fico je opäť svetový, prerazil výrokmi o moslimoch, ktorých k nám nepustí”, denník N,
(January 8, 2016) retrieved January 8, 2018, from https://dennikn.sk/338314/premier-fico-opat-svetovy-prerazilvyrokmi-moslimoch-ktorych-nam-nepusti/.
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contested and thus realized a support of an overwhelming portion of the population.
Prime Minister Viktor Orbán became famous for the alleged conspiracy of George
Soros to Islamize Europe with the help of “hordes of migrants raping Europe.”33
During the national presidential elections in France in 2017, Islamophobia was
omnipresent not only in the campaign of the Front National but also in an array of
other candidates’ campaigns. Also during the national elections in the Netherlands
in 2017, there was a race between the right-wing populist party of Geert Wilders
(PVV) and the center-right party of Mark Rutte (VVD). Some intellectuals, before
the elections, discussed whether the number of Muslims could be reduced by deportation. Prominent Law Professor Paul Cliteur was present during the debate and
discussed how this could be made possible legally.
In Denmark, the leader of the Social Democrats, Mette Frederiksen, argued
that there is no need for Muslim private schools and that they would be strengthening the isolation of Muslims. Frederiksen argued that “a school with a foundation
in Islam is not part of the majority culture in Denmark.”34 Bias against Muslims
within the oppositional social democratic party intensified. This is also true for
the conservatives in Austria. There, the then-leader of the conservatives and now
chancellor, Sebastian Kurz, argued that there should not be any private Muslim
kindergartens in the country.

Denying the Suffering
In many European countries, the very existence of Islamophobia itself is denied. In
countries like Austria and Norway, leading journalists of editorial boards shift the
focus from Islamophobia as a problem to Islamophobia as a “combat term,” arguing that the term itself is used by Islamists to delegitimize any debate on Islam and
Muslims. Hence, there is a reluctance to use the term “Islamophobia” in the public
sphere. In Bosnia and Herzegovina, there is a denial of the anti-Muslim genocide.
Nationalist movements and even parts of the Croatian political establishment argue
that the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina needs to be territorially divided in
order to secure peace and security. Convictions such as in the case of the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY) in The Hague fueled
Islamophobia within these separatist and nationalist movements. Republika Srpska,
continued its separatist policy in 2017 and was supported by visits from abroad,
especially members of the right-wing Austrian FPÖ, which now forms a government
with the conservative ÖVP.

33. Farid Hafez, “When Anti-Semitism and Islamophobia Join Hands”, retrieved March 24, 2018, from https://
www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2017/08/anti-semitism-islamophobia-join-hands-170809084731114.html.
34. Andreas Karker and Jacob Friberg, “Mette Frederiksen i brutalt opgør: Luk alle muslimske friskoler”, retrieved
February 14, 2018, from: https://www.b.dk/politiko/mette-frederiksen-i-brutalt-opgoer-luk-alle-muslimske-friskoler.
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The (Mis-)Use of Education and Academia
An unsubstantiated report on an alleged Muslim Brotherhood conspiracy to establish an Islamic State in Sweden was published by a Swedish state agency. The Administrative Court of Appeal later dismissed the report as of “highly limited” value.
The author is a senior fellow at the Brussels-based think tank European Foundation
for Democracy, which plays a central role in disseminating this conspiracy theory,
which helps in defaming Muslim civil society actors. Also in Austria, a report was
published on an alleged Muslim Brotherhood conspiracy by another senior policy
advisor of the same think tank in cooperation with a state agency. The report had
no serious impact, since it was presented a few days before the elections and did
not receive major coverage due to other political scandals. The current chancellor
of Austria Sebastian Kurz has been central in sponsoring ‘studies’ on Muslims in
Austria (one on Muslim kindergartens, the other on mosques), which would serve
his increasingly Islamophobic agenda. Also, Islamophobia is a threat, when good
initiatives are legitimized for the wrong ends. Albanian Prime Minister Edi Rama
defended the need for religious instruction in public schools with the prevention of
the radicalization of young Muslims.

Online Islamophobia
Islamophobic groups are especially active on the Internet. Often, the Internet is where
right-wing groups emerge before materializing in “real life.” Therefore, better regulations are needed in this sphere to combat the spread of Islamophobic content which is
the main source in the radicalization of far-right terrorist groups or lone wolves.
Groups such as the explicitly Islamophobic Identitarian Movement that represents the postmodern face of the New Right, is active in countries like Slovenia,
Hungary. Malta witnessed the emergence of its first far-right party, the Ghaqda Patrijotti Maltin (Maltese Patriots). While doing poorly in elections, their media campaign and social media advertisements presented many Islamophobic statements. In
countries with a negligible Muslim population like Latvia, Islamophobic attitudes
are still mostly voiced on the Internet. In Italy, a significant research on intolerance
based on an analysis of Twitter realized by Voxdiritti in 2016 ranked Muslims as the
fourth most targeted group (6% of all tweets).35

Legalizing Islamophobia
Early in 2017, the Austrian government, made up of social democrats and conservatives, passed a law that outlawed the veiling of the face. Romania followed
35. See VOX, “Ecco la nuova Mappa dell’Intolleranza”, retrieved March 24, 2018, from http://www.voxdiritti.it/
ecco-la-nuova-edizione-della-mappa-dellintolleranza.
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with a legislative proposal for the ban of face veiling in educational institutions
initiated by the ruling People’s Movement Party (PMP). The asserted aim was
the prevention of violence and terrorism. The law was launched by 26 MPs from
three parliamentary parties. Also, in Latvia, where – similar to Romania – there
are nearly no Muslims, a draft law on the restriction of wearing a face veil was
prepared by the Ministry of Justice in 2015 and is still under consideration. In
Belgium, the parliament voted for limitations on ritual slaughter including the
prohibition of Muslim halal slaughter. Also, a debate on a state takeover of the
Grand Mosque of Belgium began. In a small village in Hungary, a mayor passed a
law to ban the construction of mosques and minarets, the Muslim call for prayer,
the chador, niqab, burqa, and burkini. The mayor argued that he wished to set
a positive example for other Hungarian municipalities in order to guarantee the
‘centuries-old traditions’ of local communities in the face of mass migration to
the country.36 After massive protests in the entire country, the mayor had to
withdraw the legislation for contradicting a number of basic rights guaranteed
by the Hungarian Constitution.37 In November 2017, however, the local council
voted in favor of the same legislation that was amended after merely removing
any words referring to Islam from the text. Also, the Dutch Christian-Democrats
(CDA) included a ban on the financing of mosques from abroad and were wary
of “radical Islam” in their campaign program.
In Finland, a citizens’ initiative38 was launched to amend a law in favor of a “Burka Ban.” Among the initiators was Terhi Kiemunki,39 a former member of the Finns
Party, who was convicted of incitement to hatred due to texts on her blog defaming
Muslims.40 A spokesperson of the initiative was Jukka Ketonen, current chairman of
the Finnish Defense League (FDL), who proclaims to be fighting against “Islamic extremism”41 and is known for other smaller initiatives such as demonstrations against
“Islamization” before a school. In Denmark, a ban on full-face veils, a so-called
“mask ban” (popularly referred to as the “niqab ban”) was proposed by the Danish

36. HVG, “Toroczkai odacsap a bevándorlóknak: megtiltják a mecsetépítést Ásotthalmon”, retrieved February 5,
2017, from http://hvg.hu/itthon/20161124_toroczkai_asotthalom_muszlim_tiltas.
37. HVG, “Elmeszelte Toroczkai rendeletét az Alkotmánybíróság”, retrieved January 9, 2018, from http://hvg.hu/
itthon/20170412_alkotmanybirosag_toroczkai_asotthalom.
38. “Initiative submitted by at least 50,000 Finnish citizens eligible to vote and containing the proposal that an act
be enacted” as defined in “MOT Eduskuntasanasto,” a multilingual parliamentary glossary, prepared jointly by parliament and the Government Terminology Service of the Prime Minister’s Office, retrieved January 31, 2018, from
https://mot.kielikone.fi/mot/eduskuntasanasto/netmot?UI=fied&height=147.
39. Cf. “Islamophobia in Finland: National Report 2016” in: Enes Bayraklı & Farid Hafez, European Islamophobia
Report 2016, Istanbul, SETA, 2017.
40. For a detailed description of Terhi Kiemunki’s court case, see Ibid.
41. Homepage of the Finnish Defense League, retrieved January 31, 2018, from http://www.fdl.fi/about/.
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People’s Party following the verdict by the European Court of Human Rights.42 This
initiative was not only supported by the right wing, but also the Social Democrats
and the Danish Social Liberal Party, arguing that they would, thus, empower Muslim
women. There is also a law prohibiting male circumcision under way in Denmark.

Terrorist Attacks against Muslims
In Europe, the largest number of attacks which could conclusively be affiliated to terrorist organizations were carried out by racists, nationalists and separatist extremists
(99), followed by left-wing extremist attacks (27). Nevertheless, Jihadist terrorist attacks (13) and the general Muslim population in Europe associated with it are largely
seen as the greatest threat to European societies.43 Irresponsible politicians and media
play their part in supporting this trend.
There are worrying signs of far-right terrorist groups and lone wolf far-right
terrorists increasing their activities and targeting Muslims in Europe. Attacks
against mosques and Muslim institutions have become a daily routine. For instance, according to the DITIB in Germany there were 101 attacks on mosques
throughout 2017. However, the attacks against Muslims, persons who are perceived as Muslims, and persons who are vocal in their support for Muslim or
refugee rights are becoming more and more frequent and violent. In Germany,
the government registered around 908 hate crimes in 2017 against German Muslims, ranging from verbal to physical attacks and murder attempts. As a result of
these Islamophobic attacks in Europe, there are already victims of Islamophobic
terrorist attacks who have either been killed or severely injured. Below we have
summarized the most important attacks in 2017.
On the night of April 15, 2017, the 22-year-old Egyptian student Shaden Mohamed al-Gohary was killed in a hit-and-run incident in Cottbus, Germany. The
most shocking part is that while she lay injured on the street, people started insulting
her in racist ways, believing she was a refugee. The attackers eventually came back on
foot and said things like “Well, they gotta check the street first, since they don’t have
streets at home. They should fuck off to their damn country.”
In Germany, the conservative mayor of Altena, Andreas Hollstein, known for
his welcoming stance towards refugees was stabbed in the neck and seriously injured
in a knife attack at a kebab restaurant.44
42. Lizzie Dearden, “European Court of Human Rights Upholds Belgium’s Ban on Burqas and Full-Face Islamic
Veils,” retrieved February 13, 2018, from: http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/belgium-burqa-banupheld-european-court-of-human-rights-dakir-v-full-face-islamic-veils-headscarf-a7835156.html.
43. EUROPOL, “European Union Terrorism Situation and Trend Report 2017: European Union Agency for Law
Enforcement Cooperation 2017”, retrieved March 24, 2018, from www.europol.europa.eu.
44. Samuel Osborne, “German Pro-refugee Mayor Stabbed in Politically-Motivated Knife Attack”, retrieved March
25, 2018, from https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/germany-pro-refugee-mayor-andreas-hollsteinaltena-knife-attack-politically-motivated-angela-merkel-a8079806.html.
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In Sweden, three members of the national socialist Nordic Resistance Movement were sentenced to up to eight-and-a-half years in prison. The trio was found
guilty of bombings of two refugee housings and a libertarian socialist trade union
office in Gothenburg, which severely wounded one person. They were trained in
urban guerrilla warfare by a Russian radical nationalist and anti-Muslim paramilitary
organization. The perpetrators were influenced by Islamophobic and anti-Semitic
discourse, which was clear in a recorded video prayer to All-Father Odin in which
they vowed to “retake our land” and “take the fight against you who have defiled our
country.” “Oh Jew, oh Muslim / We Norsemen have awakened / You should fear us
/ We are coming after you / The rage of the Norsemen thunder / Be assured / Oh,
Jew and Muslim / The Norsemen are coming after you.”45 The fact that Islamophobia
goes hand in hand with other forms of racism, such as anti-Semitism in this case,
should be a symbolic reminder for those, who are aware of European history.46 Beyond this example of a right-wing extremist movement, the case of Hungary, where
the ruling Fidesz party mobilizes against George Soros while portraying him as a
conspirator alongside Muslims to change the European population,47 reveals again
that racism will eventually target every minority.
On September 27, 2017, four members of the banned neo-Nazi group National
Action in the UK were arrested on suspicion of preparing and instigating acts of terrorism. According to the UK's Defense Ministry some of them were soldiers serving
in the British army.48
In Germany, two supporters of a neo-Nazi terrorist group were arrested on January 14 after 155 kg of explosives were discovered in their home.49 On April 27, a German soldier posing as a Syrian refugee was arrested for allegedly planning a “false flag”
shooting attack against politicians that would be blamed on asylum seekers.50
On October 17, 2017, 10 far-right militants were arrested by French anti-terrorist police in France. According to the TV station M6, they were suspected of

45. Nationella åklagarmyndigheten, Ansökan om stämning, Ärende AM-8443-17, Inkom 2017-06-09MÅLNR:
B 618-17, AKTBIL: 206; Säkerhetspolisen, Huvudprotokoll, dnr 0105-K98-16 0105-K8-17 0105-K9-17, Inkom
2017-06-09.
46. Farid Hafez, “Comparing Anti-Semitism and Islamophobia: The State of the Field”, Islamophobia Studies Journal, Volume 3, Issue 2, Spring 2016, pp. 16-34.
47. Farid Hafez, “When Anti-Semitism and Islamophobia Join Hands”, retrieved March 24, 2018, from https://
www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2017/08/anti-semitism-islamophobia-join-hands-170809084731114.html.
48. DW, “Serving British Soldiers among Neo-Nazi Terror Suspects Arrested in UK”, retrieved March 24, 2018,
from http://www.dw.com/en/serving-british-soldiers-among-neo-nazi-terror-suspects-arrested-in-uk/a-40370114.
49. Lizzie Dearden, “German Police Investigating Neo-Nazi Terror Plot after Bomb Branded with Swastika Discovered”, retrieved March 24, 2018, from https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/germany-neo-nazisright-wing-extremism-terror-plot-attack-refugees-oldschool-society-explosives-a7527116.html.
50. Lizzie Dearden, “German Solider Posing as a Syrian Refugee Arrested for Planning False Flag Terror Attack”,
retrieved March 24, 2018, from https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/german-soldier-syria-refugeefalse-flag-terror-attack-posing-arrested-frankfurt-france-bavaria-a7705231.html.
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planning attacks on French politicians and on Muslim places of worship.51
In Russia, between 2012 and 2016, five imams were killed in the Stavropol
region. The cases remain unresolved to this today. All the assassinated imams were
involved in civic activism and they openly resisted the prohibition of the hijab in the
Stavropol region.
On June 19, 2017, a man drove his van deliberately into a crowd of Muslim
worshippers leaving the north London Finsbury Park Mosque. As a result of this
attack, one person was killed and eleven were injured.
In Poland, a Pakistani Muslim man was severely beaten by a group of men in
Ozorków on January 3, 2017. On April 8, 2017, three Pakistani Muslim men were
severely beaten in Swidwin Polan.

Threatening the Religious Infrastructure
More than two decades after the Agreements of 1992 between the Islamic communities
and the Spanish state, basic rights such as access to religious education or the possibility
of burying the Muslim dead in an Islamic cemetery have not been put into practice in
most of the Spanish regions; small steps, however, are being taken in this sense. In Malta, there were debates about the legitimacy of teaching Islam to Muslim pupils.
In Slovakia, there has been a parliamentary debate on a draft law that toughened
the registration of churches and religious communities and a draft has been submitted by members of the government of the Slovak National Party (SNS). This trend
of discrimination against Muslims, who are a small minority in Slovakia and thus
directly affected by these amendments, has been noticed by the U.S. Department of
State, which in its report on religious freedom in the world noted the disparity in the
approach to religious rights in the country. Today, it is impossible for the Muslim
community to become an officially registered religious community in Slovakia.
In Greece, three mosques located inside non-governmental organizations belonging to members of the Muslim Turkish minority were closed by the Greek police
- one of them had existed for 12 years. Officially, the closures were due to the lack of
the necessary permissions to function a house of prayer inside the premises.
In Bulgaria, an indifference from the part of governments to the religious needs
of Muslims can be observed. There is a lack of funding by the state be it in the area
of religious education, Muslims’ attempts to develop a cultural-religious center, or
the blocking of Muslims’ attempts to regain property ownership of waqf properties.
Also, many Muslim religious employees, which were formerly and legally paid by
the Turkish government, had to leave their jobs because the Council of Ministers of
Bulgaria unilaterally cancelled the treaty between Bulgaria and Turkey and did not
51. The Strait Times, “French Police Arrest 10 Far-Right Militants”, retrieved March 24, 2018, from http://www.
straitstimes.com/world/europe/10-arrested-in-france-over-suspected-plot-to-kill-politicians-probe-source.
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inform the representatives of the Office of the Grand Mufti, which faced a structural
crisis after being informed three months later.
On a European level, the European Citizens’ Initiative against Extremism (Stop
Extremism) was founded and recognized on June 7, 2017 by the European Commission. Among its initiators are Seyran Ates and Efgani Dönmez, who are known for their
notorious Islamophobic positions. Supporters include well-known Islamophobes such
as Abdel-Hakim Ourghi, Ralph Ghadban, Saida Keller-Messahli, and Necla Kelek. The
initiative, which came under criticism when leaks by the weekly Falter revealed that
more than 20,000 Euros, the budget specified by the EU Commission, could potentially be used to restrict Muslims’ religious activities. Stop Extremism calls for “the introduction of a joint, EU-wide watch list to which individuals and organizations with
an extremist background could be added” as well as for the introduction of an “Extremism-free” certification for organizations and businesses.52 Initiatives like this seem
to target specifically Muslims, not extremists, and to restrain their scope of activities,
which ultimately reflects already existing restrictions as discussed above.

Steps Forward and Policy Recommendations
The picture presented here shows us that there is an urgent need to counter these developments. And there is room for hope. Critical assessment of the current situation
regarding Muslims in Europe is growing within parts of civil society. Not only are
there more and more institutions that are working to bring attention to the rise in
hate crime towards Muslims such as the Spain-based Observatorio de la Islamofobia
en los Medios53 but there are also favorable developments such as in the Norwegian justice system which has developed positive steps regarding monitoring and
convicting cases involving hate speech or discrimination against Muslims. Also, the
German Federal Police has made a first important institutional step to combatting
Islamophobia by documenting it: for the first time, Islamophobia has been included
as a category of hate crime.
There are more and more politicians, who dare to openly speak out against the
threat of Islamophobia. President of the Slovak Republic Andrej Kiska stood up
for Muslims in his New Year´s speech. Also, Austrian President Alexander Van der
Bellen took a stance of solidarity with Muslim women wearing the hijab. Finnish
Prime Minister Juha Sipilä called people not to respond to “hate with hate”54 in the
aftermath of the stabbings by a Muslim citizen, which led to increased harassment,
violent physical attacks as well as acts of vandalism against Muslim properties van52. Stop Extremism, “Six Actions That We Demand to Secure a Safer Europe”, retrieved March 24, 2018, from
https://www.en.stopextremism.eu/about.
53. Observatorio de la Islamofobia en los medios, http://www.observatorioislamofobia.org/.
54. Tuulia Thynell, “Pääministeri Sipilä: Teko oli raukkamainen ja tuomittava, mutta vihaan ei pidä vastata vihalla”,
retrieved January 31, 2018, from https://yle.fi/uutiset/3-9786182.
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dalism towards Muslims.55 These examples of political courage give hope that there
still exist reasonable politicians, who look beyond their ephemeral political careers,
keeping the good of the whole of society in mind. With an increase of alternative
right-wing media and social media bubbles as well as a general swing to the right,
hate speech is becoming more and more normalised. In an especially extreme incident in the Czech Republic, children in a primary school in the city of Teplice were
threatened with death in gas chambers; the class was comprised predominantly of
children of Arab or Romani origin. Such incidents call for an unambiguous reaction
on behalf of politicians and opinion leaders.
The authors of every respective national report have suggested specific recommendations regarding the country they have covered. This will support all those
forces within European societies, who work towards a more equal society and fight
every form of racism. The editors of the EIR support the following recommendations
which were made by the OSCE ODIHR office, the FRA, the ENAR, the European
Coalition against Islamophobia, and other NGOs:
• In the face of the increased and generalized suspicion and marginalization of
Muslims in the post-terrorist attacks and migration contexts and the deep impact
the former have had on Muslims’ lives, including newly arrived migrants, the
recognition of the specific form of racism targeting Muslims (or those perceived
as such) is crucial.
• The misconceptions and demonization surrounding the fight against Islamophobia and visible Muslims, in general, need to be challenged; data, facts and concrete solutions need to be visible in order to improve the recognition of Islamophobia and influence policy changes.
• This should lead to informed anti-racism/anti-discrimination policies and support the implementation of anti-discrimination legislation on the national and
European levels. EU institutions need to recognize and address Islamophobia
politically as a form of racism that can lead to human rights violations.
• While the issue of Islamophobia has gained more visibility in recent years at the
EU level, there is a clear need for stronger actions that will materialize recognition
into concrete political actions.
• Considering their competence on the issue of anti-racism and non-discrimination,
EU institutions have the possibility to support progress and change in this area. The
appointment of the European Commission’s coordinator on combatting anti-Muslim hatred following the European Commission’s 2015 colloquium on anti-Semitism and anti-Muslim hatred has created a momentum for the EU to act.
55. Marjaana Varmavuori/Maija Aalto, “16-vuotias somalityttö pahoinpideltiin kotirapussa, parturi uhattiin tappaa
– maahanmuuttajat kertovat, että täysin sivullisia uhkaillaan nyt väkivallalla Turun tapahtumien vuoksi”, retrieved
January 31, 2018, from https://www.hs.fi/kaupunki/art-2000005336689.html.
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• The legal and political recognition of Islamophobia is of utmost importance.
Therefore, a European-level conference on Islamophobia should be organized
with the support of at least one EU Member State or the European Parliament.
• In this context, the European Parliament should adopt a resolution on combatting Islamophobia with concrete policy recommendations and ways forward - as
it did to combat anti-Semitism and anti-Gypsysism.
• The adoption of EU standards for National Action Plans against Racism that take
into account specific forms of racism, and include specific measures on Islamophobia with objectives and targets is necessary.
• EU member states should adopt national action plans against racism addressing
Islamophobia as a specific form of racism.
• The European Commission should develop a roadmap detailing main policy instruments, issues and examples of good practice by Member States. This would function
as a standard document that would be the basis for concrete operational objectives
and action plans for the EU coordinator on combating anti-Muslim hatred.
• The European Commission’s coordinator on anti-Muslim hatred should develop
a clear action plan for combatting Islamophobia.
• A high-level roundtable should be organized with the European Commission’s
coordinator on anti-Muslim hatred and NGOs on the issue of Islamophobia.
• Europe needs courageous leaders and activists who can confront the Islamophobic discourses and narratives in the age of rising far-right parties.
• A Guidance handbook should be developed on the collection methodology of
hate crime data for EU Member States in order to ensure that Islamophobia is
dully recorded according to the victims’ and witnesses’ perceptions and lived experiences; other bias indicators should be included in the data collection as well.
• The recording of anti-Muslim/Islamophobic crimes as a separate category of hate
crime by the police is essential to uncover the real extent of this problem and to
develop counter-strategies to combat it.
• Muslim women’s access to employment should be improved since they are the
most discriminated group among Muslims. Gender equality departments and
the corresponding committees of EU institutions should give specific attention to
situations of discrimination affecting Muslim women by documenting the issue
and pushing for specific programs and measures to combat it.
• While protecting free speech, developing good guidelines to tackle online
hate speech and considering primary legislation to deal with social media offences and online hate speech are also vital since the Internet plays an important role in the spread of Islamophobic discourses and also in the radicalization
of far-right terrorists.
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• Discrimination in the workplace should be tackled to address the low level of
economic activity among Muslims through targeted interventions at the stages of
recruitment, job retention, and promotion.
• Preserving the Human Rights Act and the protection of minority rights including
religious slaughter, circumcision and the wearing of religious attire or symbols are
imperative for a multicultural Europe.
• Counter-terrorism policies should work with Muslim communities, not against
them, in the so-called “de-radicalization” programs. These programs should also
incorporate the fight against far-right and far-left terrorist groups and should not
only target Muslims.
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ISLAMOPHOBIA IN NUMBERS
•

The overwhelming majority of European states do not record Islamophobic incidents as a separate category of hate crime. The recording of antiMuslim/Islamophobic crimes by the police as a separate category of hate
crime is essential to uncover the real extent of this problem and to develop
counter-strategies to combat it.

•

In the EU, only 12% of Muslims who have been discriminated against report
their cases to the authorities. (Source: FRA) The non-exhaustive list that follows hints at the extent of underreporting of anti-Muslim hate crimes in
Europe by states and NGOs, which has serious implications regarding the
awareness of Muslims and the bureaucracy to tackle these issues.

DENMARK

56 Islamophobic incidents

In 2016,
were reported. 20% of the all hate crime committed in 2016
targeted Muslims, while the group make up 5% of the general
population, making Muslims the most targeted minority.
(Source: National Police)

BELGIUM
In the month following the terror attacks in Brussels,

36 Islamophobic incidents
were recorded. (Source: CCIB).

AUSTRIA

256 Islamophobic incidents
were documented.

(Source: EIR Report, Antidiscrimination Office Styria, ZARA, and Initiative
for a Discrimination-Free Education [IDB]).
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FRANCE

• 121 Islamophobic incidents were reported.
(Source: Observatory of Islamophobia)

• 19 Muslim places of worship were closed by the government;
749 individuals were placed under house arrest;
over 4,500 police raids were conducted;
and the list of individuals under government surveillance

has reached 25,000.
• 17,393 individuals were enrolled in the Terrorism
Prevention Database (FSPRT).

GERMANY
• 100 attacks occurred on mosques.
(Source: DITIB and German State)

• 908 attacks took place targeting German Muslims.
• 60% of all Muslim teaching staff felt discriminated.
(Source: Karim Fereidooni)

• There were 1,906 criminal attacks on refugees
(5.2 attacks per day).

• There were 286 attacks against refugee shelters
(0.8 attacks per day).

• 132 criminal acts and physical attacks against
(refugee) aid workers occurred (0.4 attacks per day).

(Source: German state)

MALTA
• 7% of Muslims have experienced physical violence.
• 25% of Muslims have experienced harassment.
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NORWAY
•

14% of Muslims

In 2017,
experienced harassment.

NETHERLANDS
•

364 incidents of discrimination
against Muslims occurred in 2016.

(Source: Verwey Jonker Institute and Anne Frank Foundation)

POLAND
•

In 2017, Muslims were the most targeted group representing

20% of all hate crime cases.
(Source: National Prosecutor’s Office)

•

Between January and October 2017, there were 664 hate crime
proceedings regarding attacks against Muslims.
(Source: Ministry of Interior)

• 193 (29%) of those proceedings resulted in an indictment.
(Source: Ministry of Interior)
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SWEDEN
•

In 2016, 439 hate crimes with Islamophobic motives were recorded.
(Source: Swedish Crime Survey-NTU)

UNITED KINGDOM
•

The terrorist attack in Manchester in May resulted in a
fivefold increase in Islamophobic hate crime
in the Greater Manchester region.
(Source: Greater Manchester Police)

• Hate crime cases targeting Muslims in Greater London
for the entire year of 2017 increased to 1,204 from 1,678
in the previous year, which is equal to a 40% rise.
(Source: Scotland Yard)

•

Between March and July 2017, the number of attacks on
mosques climbed to 110 from 47 in the previous year.
(Source: Tell MAMA UK)

•

In 2016, 1,223 cases of Islamophobic attacks were
reported to Tell MAMA. Twenty percent of these incidents involve
physical attacks; 56% of the victims were women, while
two-thirds of the perpetrators were men.

SPAIN
•

In 2017, 546 attacks took place against Muslims.
(Source: Plataforma Ciudadana contra la Islamofobia)
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Executive Summary
This report lists 143 Islamophobic cases, most of them in the institutional field
(30%), closely followed by classical media (23%) and education (20%). A total of
72 cases of hate crimes with an Islamophobic background were reported to the Antidiscrimination Office Styria. ZARA documented a total of 57 cases of hate crime,
with 13 cases specifically targeting Muslims. The Initiative for a Discrimination-Free
Education (IDB) documented 28 cases of discrimination. This gives a total of 256
cases (with possibility of overlapping). However, it can be assumed that the number
of unreported cases, as set out by the European Fundamental Rights Agency (FRA)
is far higher, as only 12% of Muslims who have been discriminated against report
their cases. Some attacks directly targeted left-wing organizations such as the Greens
or the Socialist Youth.
In 2017, a coalition consisting of the Social Democratic Party (SPÖ) and the
Conservative Party (ÖVP) ended. This government had introduced the full-face
veil ban. It propelled a discriminatory discourse on the implementation of banning
women wearing the hijab from working in certain professions. in certain professions
such as police and attorney the year 2017 was also characterized by a national parliamentary election campaign in which the ÖVP co-opted the Islamophobic populism
of the FPÖ. Thus, the current Chancellor Sebastian Kurz said that Islamic kindergartens should generally be closed. As a result of these developments, right-wing movements like the Identitarians felt legitimized. Hatred on the Internet has been more
effectively sanctioned due to legal improvements to combat it. An equally gratifying
development is the increase of critical voices challenging the Islamophobic discourse
in classical media. Last but not least, the leaks of the weekly Falter regarding the socalled kindergarten study revealed the structural dimension of the Islamophobia to
a broader public. The use of academia to legitimize Islamophobic politics has been
particularly evident in 2017. However, the government program of the ÖVP and the
FPÖ indicates that Austria’s Muslims can envisage an even more authoritarian form
of political behaviour, as initiated by the 2015 Islamic Act.
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Zusammenfassung
Dieser Bericht listet 143 islamophobe Fälle auf, von denen eine Mehrheit im institutionellen Bereich (30%) identifiziert wurden, dicht gefolgt von klassischen Medien
(23%) sowie Bildungsbereich (20%). Bei der Antidiskriminierungsstelle Steiermark
wurden insgesamt 72 Fälle von Hasskriminalität mit islamophoben Hintergrund gemeldet. ZARA dokumentierte insgesamt 57 Fälle von Hasskriminalität, wobei lediglich 13 Fälle darunter dezidiert gegen MuslimInnen gerichtet waren. Die Initiative für ein Diskriminierungsfreies Bildungswesen (IDB) dokumentierte 28 Fälle
von Diskriminierung. Das ergibt eine Gesamtheit von 241 Fällen (bei Überschneidungsmöglichkeit). Es ist aber davon auszugehen, dass die Dunkelziffer, wie von der
europäischen Menschnerechtsagentur FRA dargelegt, weitaus höher liegt, da lediglich
an die 12% der diskriminierten Muslime Fälle melden. Einige Übergriffe zielten direkt auf linke Organisationen wie die Grünen oder die Sozialistische Jugend ab.
2017 bedeutete das Ende der SPÖ-ÖVP-Koalition, in welchem ein Gesichtsschleierverbot eingeführt wurde und ein diskriminierender Diskurs rund um die
Umsetzung von Berufsverboten für muslimische Frauen mit Haarbedeckung eingesetzt hat. 2017 war ebenso geprägt von einem Nationalratswahlkampf, in dem
der islamophobe Populismus der FPÖ von der neu gefärbten ÖVP als Liste Kurz
viele der freiheitlichen Forderungen übernahm. So meinte der nunmehrige Bundeskanzler, islamische Kindergärten seien generell zu schließen. Rechte Bewegungen
wie die Identitären fühlten sich aufgrund dieser Entwicklungen entsprechend gestärkt in ihren Positionen. Hass im Netz wurde aufgrund der Verbesserung in der
Bekämpfung von diesem effektiver geahndet. Eine ebenso erfreuliche Entwicklung
ist die Mehrung von kritischen Stimmen gegenüber dem islamophoben Diskurs in
klassischen Medien. Nicht zuletzt die Leaks der Wochenzeitschrift Falter rundum
die Beeinflussung der sogenannten Kindergartenstudie haben einer breiteren Öffentlichkeit die strukturelle Dimension islamophober Programmatik veranschaulicht.
Der Einsatz von Wissenschaft zur Legitimation islamophober Politik hat sich 2017
besonders deutlich gezeigt. Das Regierungsprogramm von ÖVP und FPÖ deutet
aber darauf hin, dass Österreichs MuslimInnen mit einer noch autoritäreren Form
des politischen Umgangs, wie sie mit dem Islamgesetz aus 2015 eingeläutet wurde,
zu rechnen haben.
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Introduction
In Austria we see an increase in hostile attitudes towards Muslims on the part of the
population. A study by the FRA shows that the Austrian population has a relatively
negative attitude towards Muslims compared to other EU states. As much as 31 percent of the Austrian population say that they would not like it if they had Muslim
neighbours. Thus, Austria together with Malta, scores second highest. According to
the FRA study, there is only more opposition to Muslims in Cyprus. On the basis of a
regular survey by the pollster Peter Hajek on behalf of the Austrian Integration Fund
(ÖIF), three quarters of respondents do not agree with the statement that Islam belongs in Austria. Eight out of ten respondents call for stricter controls on mosques to
counter so-called potential radicalization tendencies. Eighty-six percent calls for stricter
control of possible foreign financing of mosques, while 84 percent also wants stricter
control of Islamic kindergartens. Sixty-nine percent is in favour of a headscarf ban for
teachers and kindergarten staff. Regarding the subject of education, 72 percent say that
kids have to take part in swimming lessons regardless of religious regulations.1
As the survey of the FRA shows, the Muslim society feels alienated. Only Italy
and the Netherlands have lower scores for Muslims’ attachment to their respective
country of residence. This trend has increased in Austria, especially among Turkish-born Muslims. The feeling of being at home in Austria declined by almost ten
percentage points last year (from 51 to 42 percent).2
A survey by the European Broadcasting Union (EBU), in which 18 television
stations - including the Austrian Broadcast TV ORF - are involved, titled “Generation What?” indicates that 51 percent of respondents in Austria thinks that the sight
of veiled women in the streets and in the workplace disturbs them. This is one of
the highest results among the 14 participating countries.3 In a survey of the institute meinungsraum.at for the Mauthausen Committee Austria, it was found that 44
percent of respondents is bothered when a shop assistant wears a headscarf (growth
of 2% compared to 2015). According to the survey, religious freedom is becoming
more threatened. The construction of a mosque in a neighbourhood is no longer
rejected by 64 percent (2015), but by 71 percent of respondents (44 percent in the
case of a Buddhist centre). According to the survey, 41 percent totally refuse to have
a mosque in the immediate vicinity (Buddhist centre: 19%).4
1. Hajek, Peter/Stark, Jennifer (2017), Integrationsbarometer 2/2017. Integrationsbefragung, Herausgeber: ÖIF,
19, 24, 25, 26, 29.
2. Aloh (2017), “Die Vermessung der Migration”, ORF, 23.08.2017, retrieved December 10, 2017, from http://orf.
at/stories/2404239/2404238/.
3. APA (2017), “Studie: Junge Österreicher stören sich an verschleierten Frauen”, Der Standard, 25.04.2017, retrieved December 29, 2017, from http://mobil.derstandard.at/2000056501546/Studie-Junge-Oesterreicher-stoeren-sich-an-verschleierten-Frauen.
4. APA (2017), “Herkunft und Religion: Toleranz der Österreicher nimmt ab”, Die Presse, 03.05.2017, retrieved
December 29, 2017, from http://diepresse.com/home/innenpolitik/5210974/Herkunft-und-Religion_Toleranzder-Oesterreicher-nimmt-ab.
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Discussion of Islamophobic Incidents and
Discursive Events
Politics
For the federal elections in January 2017 in Graz, the FPÖ mobilized with a fourpage folder titled “Community Housing for Graz People First.” The illustration
equated Islam with strangeness, as can be seen in the picture below showing Muslim
people entering a space wearing an assortment of ‘strange, foreign’ clothes accompanied by the words “Strange in one’s own house.” (Fig. 1)5

Figure 1: “Strange in one’s own house. Council homes for Graz people only!” 5
Photo: Screenshot FPÖ.

The kick-off for a debate on a ban on the hijab was given by then-chairman of the
Expert Council for Integration, who was also vice-rector of the University of Vienna. Heinz Faßmann said in an interview that “teachers in public schools should
not wear a hijab unless they teach Islamic religious education, since the hijab is
not just a piece of textile, but of course a message. And that is not unproblematic
in a secular state. “6
In contrast, Faßmann and Minister of Education Hammerschmid argued that
the cross in public school classes “has grown historically”7 and is a “symbol of Western history.”8 The Women’s Commissioner of the IGGiÖ replied sarcastically, “A
Muslim wearing a headscarf is obviously only accepted as long as she works as a
cleaner.”9 The position of the minister and Faßmann was criticized also by the initiative Muslims Against anti-Semitism, Jews against Islamophobia and the NGO SOS

5. Website of the FPÖ: retrieved: December 29, 2017, from http://www.gemeindebauvergabe-neu.at/.
6. Zimmermann, Maria (2017), “Faßmann im SN-Interview: Integration ohne Kopftuch”, Salzburger Nachrichten,
05.01.2017. retrieved: December 29, 2017, from http://www.salzburg.com/nachrichten/oesterreich/politik/sn/artikel/fassmann-im-sn-interview-integration-ohne-kopftuch-228832/.
7. ORF (2017), “Regierungsberater: Kopftuchverbot im Staatsdienst”, ORF, 05.01.2017, retrieved December 29,
2017, from: http://orf.at/stories/2373908/.
8. Krone (2017), “Das Kreuz der SPÖ mit Staatssekretärin Muna Duzdar”, Krone, 02.02.2017, retrieved: December
29, 2017, from http://www.krone.at/oesterreich/das-kreuz-der-spoe-mit-staatssekretaerin-muna-duzdar-religionsdebatte-story-552092.
9. Ibid.
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Mitmensch.10 The Roman Catholic Diocese of Graz-Seckau opposed a hijab ban for
Muslim women in public service.11
After Integration Minister Sebastian Kurz publicly joined Faßmann’s proposal,12
he received support from several party colleagues.13 Minister of Justice Brandstetter
made it clear that the cross was excluded because of its anchoring “in the Christian
culture.”14 State Secretary for Integration and Diversity Muna Duzdar (SPÖ) then
said that “it was obviously not about a secularism debate [...], but about picking out
a particular group and creating a mood against the members of that religion.”15
Chancellor Christian Kern (SPÖ) commented on the initiative of coalition
partner Kurz: “A hijab ban would only be symbolic. I cannot see what should change
for the better.”16 This position was supported by the long-time Viennese mayor, Michael Häupl, who replied to the question “Could you imagine a councillor wearing
a headscarf on your team?”, “Of course, that is no taboo for me as someone, whose
mother went shopping while wearing a headscarf in the village.”17
As part of the FPÖ party convention in Klagenfurt, where Chairman Strache
was confirmed with 98.7%, he declared, “No, Islam is not part of Austria,” which
was received with a great applause by the audience. “How long do you want the voters of red and black watch as these parties exchange the population (with Muslims,
FH)?” he asked.18
A response from the federal president to a question by a student on March
24 about discrimination against Muslim women caused great excitement in the
public: “Every woman can wear a headscarf. And if Islamophobia continues the
10. Ibid.
11. Said-Hödl, Waltraud Hamah (2017), “Gegen Kopftuchverbot für Musliminnen”, Katholische Kirche Graz,
08.01.2017, retrieved December 29, 2017, from http://www.kath-kirche-graz.at/themenschwerpunkte/integrationinterreligioeser-dialog?d=gegen-kopftuchverbot-fuer-musliminnen#.WHNUT1wtUiq.
12. Braune, Michaela (2017), “Kurz für Kopftuchverbot im öffentlichen Dienst”, Kronen Zeitung, 06.01.2017.
retrieved: December 29, 2017, from http://www.krone.at/oesterreich/kurz-fuer-kopftuchverbot-im-oeffentlichendienst-besonders-in-schulen-story-547426.
13. Krone.at (2017), “Muslime wollen nun mit Kurz “Tacheles reden”“, Kronen Zeitung, 06.01.2017, retrieved:
December 29, 2017, from: http://www.krone.at/oesterreich/muslime-wollen-nun-mit-kurz-tacheles-reden-streitums-kopftuch-story-547449.
14. Ibid.
15. Duzdar, Muna (2017), ““Es geht um Stimmungsmache”“, Wiener Zeitung, 10.01.2017, retrieved: December 10,
2017, from: http://www.wienerzeitung.at/nachrichten/oesterreich/politik/866894_Es-geht-um-Stimmungsmache.
html?em_cnt_page=2.
16. Kurier (2017), “Kern: Kopftuch-Verbot wäre nur symbolisch”, Kurier, 15.01.2017, retrieved: December 29,
2017, from https://m.kurier.at/politik/inland/bundeskanzler-christian-kern-kopftuch-verbot-waere-nur-symbolisch/241.133.271.
17. Pommer, Michael (2017), “Häupl packt aus: “Stadträtin mit Kopftuch für mich kein Tabu”“, Kronen Zeitung,
04.02.2017, retrieved: December 29, 2017, from: http://www.krone.at/wien/stadtraetin-mit-kopftuch-fuer-michkein-tabu-haeupl-packt-aus-story-552387.
18. Krone.at (2017), “FPÖ-Bundesparteitag: Strache: “Nein, Islam ist kein Teil Österreichs”“, Kronen Zeitung,
04.03.2017, retrieved December 29, 2017, from: http://www.krone.at/oesterreich/strache-nein-islam-ist-kein-teiloesterreichs-fpoe-bundesparteitag-story-557250.
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day will come when we must ask all women to wear a headscarf due to the rise
of Islamophobia. All, as solidarity with those who do it for religious reasons.”19
Criticism came from the leader of the Viennese conservatives, Manfred Juraczka,20
FPÖ’s Herbert Kickl, 21 Heinz-Christian Strache22 as well as the former managing
director of the SPÖ, Josef Kalina. 23 As a result, the president felt obliged to explain his position in more detail: “I am not a big friend of the headscarf. But there
is freedom of expression in Austria, there is freedom of expression and a kind of
freedom of clothing.”24
The famous former Green MP Peter Pilz ran for elections with his own new list.
From the very beginning he announced the fight against political Islam as one of his
three main foci.25 The political scientist Benjamin Opratko and Martin Konecny
criticized the fact that Pilz’s “candidacy was supported primarily by the tabloid press
Kronen Zeitung, that he recommends Islamophobic literature and makes the Islamization of Europe the most important issue.” 26
A turnaround in the debate on Islamic kindergartens was brought about by a
leak by the weekly Falter. In an investigative article they showed that officials from
the Department of Integration and Foreign Affairs (whose then-minister is the new
chancellor Sebastian Kurz) substantially changed the content of the Word files,
which were written by the academic Ednan Aslan. The weekly Falter wrote,
Just one example: In the first version, which Aslan delivered in January 2016 as
a Word file, the academic praised the parents who want their children to go to
Islamic kindergartens to be educated “independently, respectfully and lovingly.”
19. Böhmer, Christian (2017), “Van der Bellen reagiert: “Bin kein Freund des Kopftuchs”“, Kurier, 26.04.2017,
retrieved December 29, 2017, from: https://m.kurier.at/politik/inland/wirbel-um-kopftuch-sager-von-bundespraesident-van-der-bellen/260.526.277.
20. Red, APA (2017), ““Wir werden alle Frauen bitten müssen, ein Kopftuch zu tragen - aus Solidarität”“, Die
Presse, 26.04.2017. Retrieved from: http://diepresse.com/home/innenpolitik/5207179/Wir-werden-alle-Frauenbitten-muessen-ein-Kopftuch-zu-tragen-aus?xtor=CS1-15-%5BEconomist%5D [retrieved: December 30, 2017].
21. Red, APA (2017), “Van der Bellen sorgt mit Statement zu Kopftuch für Aufregung”, Der Standard, 26.04.2017.
Retrieved December 30, 2017, from https://mobil.derstandard.at/2000056579232/Van-der-Bellen-sorgt-mit-Statement-zu-Kopftuch-fuer-Aufregung.
22. “Van der Bellen sorgt mit Statement zu Kopftuch für Aufregung”, Der Standard, 26.04.2017. Retrieved December 10, 2017, from http://www.msn.com/de-at/nachrichten/politik/strache-fordert-von-van-der-bellen-entschuldigung/ar-BBAtHk5?li=BBqg9qG&ocid=SK216DHP 28.04.2017
23. Krone.at (2017), “Kritik an VdB-Sager: Kopftuch für alle Frauen “aus Solidarität”“, Kronen Zeitung, 26.04.2017.
Retrieved December 30, 2017, from http://www.krone.at/oesterreich/kopftuch-fuer-alle-frauen-aus-solidaritaet-kritik-an-vdb-sager-story-566406.
24. Red./APA (2017), “Kopftuch-Sager: Van der Bellen zog auch NS-Vergleich”, Die Presse, 26.04.2017. Retrieved
December 30, 2017, from http://diepresse.com/home/innenpolitik/5207333/KopftuchSager_Van-der-Bellen-zogauch-NSVergleich?xtor=CS1-15.
25. Red, APA (2017), “Pilz: Entscheidung über eigene Liste „in drei bis vier Wochen”“, Der Standard, 29.07.2017.
Retrieved December 30, 2017, from https://derstandard.at/2000060488486/Pilz-Entscheidung-ueber-eigene-Listein-drei-bis-vier-Wochen.
26. Konecny, Martin; Opratko, Benjamin (2017), “Warum Peter Pilz keine Alternative ist”, Mosaik, 04.07.2017.
Retrieved December 30, 2017, from http://mosaik-blog.at/peter-pilz-keine-alternative/.
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Kurz’s officials – as the correction mode of the document shows – simply distorted
the sentence into its opposite: that parents want to “protect their children from the
moral influence of the majority society.27

The Falter argued that the officials changed the content of the report substantially in order to make the situation escalate further. Furthermore, 10,000 Euros of
the project money was paid to a third party, a management consultant, who carried
out the fieldwork, which also led to criticism.28 His tasks included the “conception
for carrying out the study,” the “evaluation of the political and theological affiliation
of the associations and operators,” the analysis of homepages and the investigation of
the “family backgrounds of the children.”29 Also, the management consultant argued
that in his analysis of 71 kindergartens and 56 children’s groups he had “found no
problems (FH), as Aslan describes them.”30
The Islamic Religious Community has previously commented that the so-called
kindergarten study is to be seen primarily as a commissioned study that had to be
harnessed to certain political interests of the commissioning Ministry of Integration.31 Deputy Mayor Vassilakou (Greens) also made clear remarks: “This kind of
politics - under quotes - is destroying democracy. It really is poison for Austria.”32
The political scientist and a former colleague of Aslan Rami Ali said that Aslan has
“tried again and again to push his ideas on the employees and tried desperately to
move in a certain direction, even if this direction does not correspond to reality.”33
The University of Vienna announced that “an examination of the facts would
take place in order to determine to what extent the rules of good scientific practice
were adhered to.”34 This task was entrusted to the Austrian Agency for Scientific
Integrity (OeAWI). The report, which has not been published to date but the results of which were disseminated during a press conference, noted that the “scientific goodness” of the study was partly doubted in the individual opinions (on early
27. Klenk, Florian (2017), “Frisiersalon Kurz”, Falter, 04.07.2017. Retrieved December 30, 2017, from https://cms.
falter.at/falter/2017/07/04/frisiersalon-kurz/
28. Ibid.
29. Ichner, Bernhard (2017), “Neue Aufregung um Aslans Kindergarten-Studie”, Kurier, 10.10.2017. Retrieved December 30, 2017, from https://m.kurier.at/chronik/wien/neue-aufregung-um-aslans-kindergarten-studie/291.263.732
30. Ibid.
31. ORF (2017), “IGGÖ: Muslime nicht Spielball der Politik”, ORF, 05.07.2017. Retrieved December 30, 2017,
from http://religion.orf.at/stories/2853045/.
32. Kleine Zeitung (2017), “ Kern stellt sich hinter Kurz, Häupl fragt sich, was er wusste”, Kleine Zeitung,
05.07.2017. Retrieved December 30, 2017, from http://www.kleinezeitung.at/politik/innenpolitik/5246956/IslamKindergaerten_Kern-stellt-sich-hinter-Kurz-Haeupl-fragt-sich
33. Kaltenbrunner, Stefan (2017), “Schwere Vorwürfe gegen Studienautor Aslan”, Kurier, 04.07.2017. Retrieved
December 30, 2017, from https://kurier.at/politik/inland/studie-zu-islam-kindergaerten-schwere-vorwuerfe-gegenstudienautor-aslan/273.321.865
34. Universität Wien (2017), “ Studie zu Kindergärten: Klärung durch wissenschaftliche Prüfung”, Universität
Wien, 04.07.2017. Retrieved December 30, 2017, from https://www.univie.ac.at/ueber-uns/weitere-informationen/04072017/
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childhood education, Islamic studies or sociology of science) and that the “influence
of the ministry” was present. The important point here, however, is that due to the
lack of formal regulation between academia and politics, no scientific misconduct
could be detected. However, both sides – the SPÖ Vienna as well as Sebastian Kurz
with Ednan Aslan – presented their positions as being confirmed by the report exam.
While the University of Vienna agreed to publish the report, if the author of the
study agrees, Aslan refused to have the statement published “until further notice.”35
In preparation for the state
elections in Lower Austria, the
leading candidate of the FPÖ,
Udo Landbauer, mobilized with
the slogan “Stop the forced Islamization of our youngest!
Turkish lessons, teachers with
headscarves and Islamic festivals
have no place in our kindergartens. On January 28, Muslim
Mummy Mikl [governess of
Lower Austria] and her multicultural madness will be voted
out!” Governess Mikl from the
conservatives was portrayed in a
Figure 2: Vote Muslim-Mummy Mikl [governess of Lower Austria]
out! Photo: Screenshot RFJ
black cloth. (Fig. 2)

National Parliamentary Election Campaign 2017
In the federal election campaign, the SPÖ produced a video spot. There, Chairman
Kern speaks with a “concerned citizen”36 and listens to her concerns regarding fears
that her “Christian Austria” is losing its values. Journalist Solmaz Khorsand critically comments, “Kern smiles, nods, agrees and weakens half-heartedly. Finally, he
proudly proclaims that the burka ban will soon be ‘executed’,”37 thus supporting the
anti-Muslim fearmongering that is continuously produced by the far right.
Sebastian Kurz was portrayed by the FPÖ with his slogan “Islam belongs in
Austria” from 2015, while Strache is depicted in color with the slogan “Stop Islamization.” (Fig. 3)

35. Aslan-Studie: Stellungnahme nicht veröffentlicht’, ORF Wien, 23.11.2017, Retrieved November 23, 2017 from
www.wien.orf.at/news/stories/2880099/
36. SPÖVideos (2017), “#kernunterwegs am Stammtisch – Folge 1”, YouTube, 01.09.2017. Retrieved December
30, 2017, from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ItMSxLVQM-U
37. Khorsand, Solmaz (2017), “Stammtischkanzler”, Wiener Zeitung, 04.09.2017. Retrieved December 30, 2017,
from http://www.wienerzeitung.at/meinungen/kommentare/914825_Stammtischkanzler.html .
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After Johannes Hübner from the FPÖ (MP
from 2008 to 2017) announced his resignation
from politics on July 25,
2017 due to anti-Semitic
statements, Strache stated,
“Anti-Semitism is really
a problem in our society.
But they also have to read
Ednan Aslan’s study, where
more than 45% of Muslims in Austria want the
destruction of Israel and
desire the extermination
of Jews. We really have a
Figure 3: “Islam belongs in Austria” says conservative Chairman Kurz, while
problem.”38 Similarly, Seright-wing Chairman Strache says “Stop Islamization.”
Photo: Screenshop FPÖ.
bastian Kurz responded to
a question regarding his intentions to fight anti-Semitism in the conservative students’ union. He said there would be “no tolerance, not even for the conservative
students’ union” and claimed that the “anti-Semitic danger stems from Muslims.”39
The NGO Initiative of Austrian Muslims and the magazine Kismet Online questioned the political parties running for elections on their positions towards Islam and
Muslims. While Christian Kern (SPÖ), Ulrike Lunacek (Greens) and Matthias Strolz
(NEOS) affirmed that Islam belongs in Austria, Strache (FPÖ) said, “Islam as such does
not belong in Austria. Neither historically nor culturally, nor is it in any way part of Europe.”40 The most consistent anti-racist position was that of the Communist KPÖ-Plus.41

The New Coalition’s Government Program42
The government, which was sworn in on December 18, 2017, publicly announced
its coalition program two days earlier. Islam appears a total number of 21 times and
38. Kurier (2017), “Sebastian Kurz: Das erste große Interview nach der Wahl”, Kurier, 17.10.2017. Retrieved December 30, 2017, from https://kurier.at/politik/inland/wahl/oevp-chef-sebastian-kurz-erstes-tv-interview-nach-derwahl-auf-kurier-at/292.607.308
39. Ibid.
40. Ichner, Bernhard (2017), “Spitzenkandidaten beziehen Stellung zum Islam”, Kurier, 02.10.2017. Retrieved December 30, 2017, from https://kurier.at/chronik/wien/spitzenkandidaten-beziehen-stellung-zum-islam/289.067.501
41. Kismet Online (2017), “Farid Hafez: Wie islamophob war der Wahlkampf in Österreich? #nrw17”, YouTube,
12.10.2017. Retrieved December 30, 2017, from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2fEPCiwDQQw&t=35s
42. Hafez, Farid (2017), “Austria’s New Programme for Government. En Route to a Restrictive Policy on Islam?”,
Qantara, 21.12.2017. Retrieved December 30, 2017, from https://en.qantara.de/content/austrias-new-programmefor-government-en-route-to-a-restrictive-policy-on-islam
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“Sharia” appears once in the text. In contrast, terms such as right-wing extremism
and fascism do not appear even once in the coalition program of the Conservative
Party and the FPÖ. Human rights are mentioned only five times. In the government
program, minority protection is discussed to the same limited extent as Austria’s
increasing Islamophobia.
“Political Islam” becomes a focal point of internal security in the new program.
Austrian federal authorities such as the Federal Office for the Protection of the Constitution normally use ‘Islamism’ to refer to extremist versions of Islam. The individual measures dealt with in this subchapter reveal who the two electoral winners
subsume under “political Islam”: Muslims. The program is about “ensuring a comprehensive control of the presentation of the Islamic doctrine.” This sounds strange
for the first time, as state authorities are not allowed to intervene in the interests of
recognized churches and religious communities.
The coalition program also requires that essential sources of faith such as the
Koran be submitted in an authorized translation. Beyond that, the program reiterates a “ban on foreign financing,” a “criminal law against political Islam” and demands “value and orientation courses for asylum seekers.”
In conclusion, it can be summarized that Muslims are not understood on the
basis of human rights and religious freedom as subjects to be protected and as citizens especially affected by racism, but are explicitly treated as a potential hazard,
which must be contained by means of discriminatory, repressive and security policy
measures. The Islamic Law from 2015, as well as other security measures, should
help in this direction.

Justice System
Research on the files of a mosque in Graz (see “Islamophobia in Austria: National
Report 2016”) led to the discovery of connections between right-wing extremist
networks consisting of Identitarians and the Party of the People (PDV) in Styria to
the local FPÖ branch.43
In March, the Federal Law on the Prohibition of the Concealment of the Face
in Public (Anti-Facial Disposal Act - AGesVG) was introduced. The ÖIF praised the
law as enabling “the exchange between all people living in the public space,” from
which “traditional events such as the Austrian Perchtenläufe”44 are excluded.45 The
Algerian millionaire Rachid Nekkaz protested against the ban on face veiling and was
43. Schmid, Fabian; Sulzbacher, Markus (2017), “Moscheeschändung: Rechtsextremes Netzwerk mit Kontakt zur FPÖ-Spitze”, Der Standard, 04.12.2017. Retrieved December 30, 2017, from http://derstandard.
at/2000068873477/Moscheeschaendung-Rechtsextremes-Netzwerk-mit-Kontakt-zur-FPOe-Spitze
44. The Perchten are traditional pagan masks worn during certain holidays and festivities across Austria.
45. Österreichischer Integrations Fonds (2017), “Anti-Gesichtsverhüllungsgesetz tritt in Kraft”, Integrationsfonds,
21.09.2017. Retrieved December 30, 2017, from https://www.integrationsfonds.at/news/detail/article/anti-gesichtsverhuellungsgesetz-tritt-in-kraft/
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fined 50 Euros for his protest in front of the Ministry of Integration. Kurz also reiterated that the “total veiling” was “a symbol of antagonism and political Islamism and
we resolutely fight it.” He further said, “We stand by our European values, such as
equality between men and women. We will continue to defend them unperturbed.”46
The Supreme Court (OGH) has ruled in favour of a claim made by the national
MP Harald Walser whereby the FPÖ is liable as a host provider for content that has
been published by third parties on the Facebook page of Strache. Accordingly, the
FPÖ should delete these hate comments,47 which allow anti-racist activists more
room for manoeuvre.
In Carinthia, a man who had targeted a group of Muslim women with a shotgun was sentenced to ten-month imprisonment.48 He took a picture of himself and
then put it on Facebook with the accompanying text “Why play on the computer?”
He was also fined 960 Euros despite being unemployed.49
The examination of Islamic associations as stipulated in the Islam Act was demanded by Efgani Dönmez in his capacity as candidate for the national parliament.
State Secretary Muna Duzdar referred to the responsibility of the Ministry of Interior, which in turn returned to Duzdar.50 As part of his candidacy Dönmez pleaded
for a Ministry of Migration. Sebastian Kurz reiterated his call for an “extension of
the cultural office in the chancellery to become a genuine authority on religion.”51
Duzdar also demanded more competencies for her office including an increase in
staff and independent auditors to control suspicions of foreign financing.52
The chairman of the FPÖ Mayrhofen was sentenced to unconditional fines
for degrading religious teachings because he referred to Islam as “an insane Islamic ideology.”53
The Federal Chancellery examined an imam school in Vienna and one in Linz
in accordance with the Islam Act of 2015, as there was a call for donations in Germany, which is forbidden according to the Islam Act due to the domestic funding
46. Kurier (2017), ““Burka-Rebell” in Wien abgeführt”, Kurier, 09.10.2017. Retrieved December 30, 2017, from
https://m.kurier.at/chronik/wien/burka-rebell-in-wien-abgefuehrt/290.945.740
47. Walser, Harald (2017), “Endlich gerichtlich geklärt: FPÖ haftet für Hassostings”, Harald Walser, 24.02.2017.
Retrieved December 30, 2017, from http://haraldwalser.at/5835-2/#.WLIEohxPF8Y.facebook
48. Kleine Zeitung (2017), “Villacher zielte mit Schrotflinte auf muslimische Frauen”, Kleine Zeitung, 02.03.2017.
Retrieved December 30, 2017, from http://www.kleinezeitung.at/kaernten/villach/aktuelles_villach/5177348/
49. Ibid.
50. APA (2017), “Moscheevereine, die Geld aus Ausland bekommen, sollen aufgelöst werden”, Der Standard,
15.07.2017. Retrieved December 30, 2017, from http://derstandard.at/2000061339278/Sobotka-will-Moscheevereine-aufloesen-wenn-sie-aus-Ausland-Geld-erhalten?ref=artwh
51. red, ORF.at (2017), “Nachschärfungen beim Islamgesetz geplant”, ORF, 22.08.2017. Retrieved December 30,
2017, from http://orf.at/stories/2404110/
52. APA (2017), “Moscheevereine: Verdacht der Auslandsfinanzierung bei 60 Imamen”, Die Presse, 01.10.2017.
Retrieved December 30, 2017, from http://diepresse.com/home/Innenpolitik/5295073/.
53. ORF (2017), “FB-Hassposting: Obmann der FPÖ-Mayrhofen verurteilt”, ORF, 15.07.2017. Retrieved December 30, 2017, from http://tirol.orf.at/news/stories/2855071/
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requirement.54 According to media reports, the project was banned in Linz because
there was no permit.55 Daily Kurier even claimed that the imam school had been
“possibly illegally run for three years.”56 The operators of the school explained that
the schools are not part of the framework of the private school law that they are not
operated illegally, and are not financed from abroad.57 The Islamic religious community opposed the closure by saying that it was not a school but an education centre
for the training of imams.58 The Ministry of Education had filed a complaint against
the school in Liesing.59
In November, a 24-year-old in Klagenfurt State Court was sentenced to 3,000
Euros for an online posting. She said in a posting that “the same ritual” should be
performed on the people who slaughter animals in a religiously traditional way as
that performed on the animals.60
Fouad A., chairman of a large Viennese kindergarten, filed a charge against MP
Efgani Dönmez. Currently, a temporary injunction has been issued, according to
which Dönmez has to retract the statement that Fouad A.’s kindergarten is “in the
sphere of influence of the Islamist Muslim Brotherhood.”61

Employment
The managing director of the Styrian branch of the vocational institution Berufsförderungsinstitut Wilhelm Techt attempted the introduction of a so-called “neutrality requirement,” which was propagated by the government and was harshly criticized
by the public. He wanted to prohibit symbols of all religions, from the nun’s habit,
the kippah to the cross. Techt explained, “We are committed to the welcome culture,
but we also want to convey unmistakably to these people our Western culture, our
54. APA (2017), “Bundeskanzleramt prüft Alif und Imam Hatip auf Auslandsfinanzierung”, Die Presse, 21.07.2017.
Retrieved December 30, 2017, from http://diepresse.com/home/Chronik/Wien/5256123/.
55. Egyed, Marie-Theres; Krutzler, David; Günther, Oswald (2017), “Prüfung islamischer Vereine: Koalition will
Kontoöffnungen ermöglichen”, Der Standard, 21.08.2017. Retrieved December 30, 2017, from http://mobil.derstandard.at/2000062901461/Duzdar-zu-nicht-genehmigter-Islam-Schule-Kultusamt-soll-Konten-oeffnen
56. Baltaci, Bilal; Gaul, Gernhard (2017), “Erdoğan plante Islam-Schule schon 2013: Sie ist bis heute illegal”, Kurier, 22.08.2017. Retrieved December 30, 2017, from https://kurier.at/politik/inland/erdoan-plante-islam-schuleschon-2013-sie-ist-bis-heute-illegal/281.880.824
57. APA (2017), “Islamschule: Betreiber sprechen von “innerer Angelegenheit”“, Der Standard, 23.08.2017. Retrieved December 31, 2017, from http://derstandard.at/2000063033101/Islam-Schule-Betreiber-sprechen-voninnerer-Angelegenheit
58. APA (2017), “Islamische Glaubensgemeinschaft gegen Schließung der Islam-Schule”, Die Presse, 23.08.2017.
Retrieved December 31, 2017, from http://diepresse.com/home/bildung/schule/5273697/IslamSchule_IslamischeGlaubensgemeinschaft-gegen-Schliessung?xtor=CS1-15
59. Religion.ORF.at (2017), “Geschlossene Islamschule plant Umorganisation”, ORF, 30.11.2017. Retrieved December 31, 2017, from http://wien.orf.at/news/stories/2881161/.
60. ORF (2017), “3.000 Euro Strafe wegen Facebook-Postings”, ORF, 22.11.2017. Retrieved December 31, 2017
from http://kaernten.orf.at/news/stories/2879707/.
61. Möchel, Kid (2017), “Kindergarten-Chef klagt “Islamisten-Jäger” Dönmez”, Kurier, 11.11.2017. Retrieved December
31, 2017, from https://m.kurier.at/chronik/oesterreich/kindergarten-chefklagt-islamisten-jaeger-doenmez/297.391.003
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values.”62 Protest came from the women’s department of the Islamic Cultural Centre
Graz.63 After a woman was threatened to be dismissed from her job, she intervened
with the support of the workers’ chamber and the dispute was settled. In November,
the instruction of the ban was withdrawn.64
After the ruling of the Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU), which
allows companies in the private sector to prohibit employees wearing religious
clothing, the daily Die Presse asked private companies about their stance on the
ruling. It showed that the largest trading companies reject such a ban: REWE
spokesman Paul Pöttschacher, DM director Petra Mathi-Kogelnik, HOFER,
SPAR spokeswoman Nicole Berkmann and ISS Facility Services Austria are all
committed to “lived diversity.”65

Education
The Initiative for a Discrimination-Free Education (IDB), an NGO based in Vienna, has documented a total of 28 cases of Islamophobic discrimination, of which
23 occurred at school and 5 in kindergartens.66 In February, a debate about wearing
the hijab by Muslim girls in elementary school was sparked. While the School Inspectorate of the city of Vienna sees no problem in this, “as long as it is voluntarily
worn,” the Salzburg SPÖ councilor Anja Hagenauer was shocked by young Muslim
girls wearing the hijab.67 The feminist Dudu Kücükgöl criticized the tendentious
reporting of this issue.68
Shortly before the national parliamentary elections, the Austrian Integration Fund, the ÖIF, published a “research report on the role of the mosque in
the integration process.”69 The authors were Heiko Heinisch and Imet Memedi
62. Hecke, Bernd (2017), “Bildungsinstitut BFI verbietet Mitarbeiterinnen Kopftuch”, Neue, 15.03.2017. Retrieved
December 29, 2017, from http://www.neue.at/politik/2017/03/14/bildungsinstitut-bfi-verbietet-mitarbeiterinnenkopftuch.neue
63. Hecke, Bernd (2017), “Grazer Muslimas wollen sich Identität nicht nehmen lassen”, Kleine Zeitung, 10.10.2017.
Retrieved December 29, 2017, from http://www.kleinezeitung.at/steiermark/graz/5185219/Kritik-an-Kopftuchverbot_Grazer-Muslimas-wollen-sich-Identitaet?xtor=CS1-15.
64. Kleine Zeitung (2017), “Kopftuchverbot beim BFI ist endgültig vom Tisch”, Kleine Zeitung, 17.11.2017. Retrieved December 29, 2017, from http://www.kleinezeitung.at/steiermark/graz/5322373/Streit-beigelegt_Kopftuchverbot-beim-BFI-ist-endgueltig-vom-Tisch?xtor=CS1-15
65. Böhm, Wolfgang; Kary, Christine (2017), “Handel lehnt Kopftuchverbot ab: Vielfalt ist ein “Bedürfnis von
Kunden”“, Die Presse, 14.03.2017. Retrieved December 29, 2017, from http://diepresse.com/home/ausland/
eu/5183560/Migration_Handel-lehnt-Kopftuchverbot-ab
66. Interview with Chairwoman Sonia Zaafrani.
67. ORF (2017), “Diskussion über Kopftuch für Kinder”, ORF, 10.10.2017. Retrieved December 29, 2017, from
http://wien.orf.at/news/stories/2823359/
68. Kücükgöl, Dudu (2017), “Über kleine „Kopftuchmädchen” und „Kippabuben”“, Das Biber, 06.02.2017. Retrieved
December 29, 2017, from http://www.dasbiber.at/blog/ueber-kleine-kopftuchmaedchen-und-kippabuben.
69. Heinisch, Heiko; Memedi, Imet; et al. (2017), “Die Rolle der Moschee im Integrationsprozess”, Österreichischer
Integrationsfonds, 09/2017. Retrieved December 29, 2017 from https://www.integrationsfonds.at/fileadmin/content/AT/Downloads/Publikationen/Forschungsbericht_Heinisch_Die_Rolle_der_Moschee_web.pdf
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as well as a mysterious “et al.,” which normally refers to other authors, who in
this case were never mentioned.70 The research results were summarized with
claims of “fundamentalist tendencies in many institutions,” “clear rejection of
Austrian values,” “strong separation by ethnic groups” and “German sermons
as an exception, [and] usually no room for women.”71 The report “The Muslim
Brotherhood in Austria,” co-financed by the ÖIF, was also published shortly
before the elections72 and used by then-Minister of the Interior Sobotka as an
opportunity to examine the establishment of a new domestic intelligence service.73 In this report, Lorenzo Vidino, who is famous for his attempt to create
loose connections between the most vocal Muslim institutions and “ties to the
Brotherhood,” targets nearly every vocal Austrian Muslim actor. The Brotherhood, according to Vidino, endangers social cohesion. As examples in Germany
show, where very active and dedicated young Muslims have set up a number of
creative projects, the more active people are, the more easily they are accused of
being associated with the Muslim Brotherhood.74

Media
The media landscape gave way to critical tones in connection with Islamophobic debates. In the context of the headscarf ban debate at the beginning of
2017 there were many critical commentaries.75 Daily Salzburg Nachrichten editor Viktor Hermann warned that the ÖVP could not overtake the FPÖ with
this right-wing course.76 Clear words like those of Barbara Coudenhove-Kalergi
were also heard,
But no headscarves? No visible mosques? No adequate representation in society?
If we want the religious minority of Muslims to feel at home in the country and
identify with Austria, then the majority society would have to accommodate it a bit
70. Ibid.
71. Österreichischer Integrationsfonds (2017), “Forschungsbericht “Rolle der Moschee im Integrationsprozess”“,
Österreichischer Integrationsfonds, 09/2017. Retrieved December 29, 2017, from https://www.integrationsfonds.at/
publikationen/forschungsberichte/forschungsbericht-rolle-der-moschee-im-integrationsprozess/
72. Hafez, Farid‚ “The Global Muslim Brotherhood Conspiracy Theory “, The Bridge Initiative (Georgetown University), 18 September 2017, retrieved December 29, 2017, from http://bridge.georgetown.edu/global-muslimbrotherhood-conspiracy-theory/
73. ORF (2017), “Sobotka prüft neuen Inlandsgeheimdienst”, ORF, 28.09.2017. Retrieved December 29, 2017,
from http://orf.at/stories/2408931/
74. Nordbruch, Götz & Gerlach, Julia, Das Misstrauen wächst: Engagierte Muslim_innen in der Kritik', 12 April
2017, http://www.ufuq.de/vom-hinterhof-in-die-mitte-der-gesellschaft-und-wieder-zurueck-engagierte-muslimehaben-mit-wachsendem-misstrauen-zu-kaempfen/
75. Hamann, Sibylle (2017), “Womöglich ging es gar nicht um die Burka – sondern um uns”, Die Presse, 26.09.2017.
Retrieved December 30, 2017, from http://diepresse.com/home/meinung/quergeschrieben/sibyllehamann/5292530/
Quergeschrieben_Womoeglich-ging-es-gar-nicht-um-die-Burka-sondern
76. Hermann, Viktor (2017), “ Und wenn ihnen nichts mehr einfällt, verbieten sie das Kopftuch”, Salzburger
Nachrichten, 11.01.2017. Retrieved December 30, 2017, from http://www.salzburg.com/nachrichten/meinung/
kolumne/hevi/sn/artikel/und-wenn-ihnen-nichts-mehr-einfaellt-verbieten-sie-das-kopftuch-229624/
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further than it currently does [...] And is it really justifiable in the long run that Muslim immigrants in the faculty, police, authorities and political parties are virtually
unrepresented? There are enough highly qualified, democratic immaculate people.77

Columnist Isolde Charim criticized the emotional charge of the migration debate and called for a sober approach: “Real problems can be solved pragmatically.
Libidinous fixations cannot.”78 I also wrote a guest commentary for daily Der Standard criticizing the ban on the face veil. Journalist Alexia Weiss asks ironically and
critically whether we still want religious freedom in our society.79
Ali Cem Deniz critically stated, “The Austrian majority society has a problem
with naming anti-Muslim racism. This is not only a danger for Muslims but for the
whole society.”80 Irene Klissenbauer criticized the “burqa ban” as “a restriction of
religious freedom – and not worthy of an open society.”81 John Bunzl wrote an op-ed
on the parallels of anti-Semitism and Islamophobia.82
But there were also contradictory positions. In the weekly Die Furche and the
daily Kronen Zeitung83 a director was given room to argue for a headscarf ban for
schoolgirls.84 In Die Presse, one-sided comments were made criticizing the Islamic
religious community, while basically supporting the government’s proclaimed “Islam
of European character” without one word of critique towards the government.85 A
correspondent of Der Standard was criticized for asking the question of whether
Muslims have a general “license to lie.”86 Like last year (see “Islamophobia in Austria:
National Report 2016”), Lisa Nimmervoll invited Islamophobic persons like Saïda
77. Coudenhove-Kalergi, Barbara (2017), “Kopftücher: Was auch gesagt werden muss”, Der Standard, 03.05.2017.
Retrieved December 30, 2017, from http://derstandard.at/2000056930668/Kopftuecher-Was-auch-gesagt-werdenmuss?ref=article
78. Charim, Isolde (2017), “Aus sicherer Entfernung “Es gibt nur ein Thema: muslimische Zuwanderung”“, Wiener Zeitung, 29.09.2017. Retrieved December 30, 2017, from http://www.wienerzeitung.at/meinungen/kommentare/920110_Es-gibt-nur-ein-Thema-muslimische-Zuwanderung.html.
79. Weiss, Alexia (2017), “Jüdisch leben: Rassistische Debatte”, Wiener Zeitung, 07.02.2017. Retrieved December
30, 2017, from http://www.wienerzeitung.at/meinungen/blogs/juedisch_leben/872566_Rassistische-Debatte.html.
80. Deniz, Ali Cem (2017), “Wir müssen über Islamophobie reden”, FM4, 27.06.2017. Retrieved December 30,
2017, from http://fm4.orf.at/stories/2851553/.
81. Klissenbauer, Irene (2017), “Keine Angst vor Pluraität”, Der Standard, 28.09.2017. Retrieved December
30, 2017 from http://derstandard.at/2000064918155/Keine-Angst-vor-Pluralitaet?utm_term=Autofeed&utm_
campaign=Echobox&utm_medium=Social&utm_source=Facebook#link_time=1506579561
82. Bunzl, John (2017), “Islamophobie und Antisemitismus: gleiche Leidenschaft?”, Falter 49/2017.
83. Gantner, Christoph (2017), “Gesetz ausweiten? Direktorin: “Kopftuchverbot auch in den Schulen”“, Kronen
Zeitung, 30.01.2017. Retrieved December 30, 2017, from http://www.krone.at/oesterreich/direktorin-kopftuchverbot-auch-in-den-schulen-gesetz-ausweiten-story-551421
84. Hasibeder, Maria (2017), “ Für ein partielles Kopftuchverbot”, Furche Nr. 04/2017, S. 14, 26.01.2017. Retrieved December 10, 2017
85. NNEl Sonbatl, Jasmin (2017), “Halal und haram bringen den Islam nicht voran”, Die Presse, 14.03.2017.
Retrieved December 30, 2017, from http://diepresse.com/home/meinung/gastkommentar/5183633/Halal-undharam-bringen-den-Islam-nicht-voran
86. Deniz, Ali Cem (2017), “Wir müssen über Islamophobie reden”, FM4, 27.06.2017. Retrieved December 30,
2017, from http://fm4.orf.at/stories/2851553/
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Keller-Messahli to propagate and disseminate their views. Keller-Messahli argued in
favor of a general suspicion towards all mosques and claimed that mosques generally
could not contribute to integration. She propagated a headscarf ban and supported
the findings of the ÖIF report on mosques.87
The invitation policy of many media outlets can also be seen in a critical light.
One example among many is a discussion on ORF regarding “Radicalized youth what’s wrong with the Islamist threat?” Laila Mirzo, a native Syrian who converted to
Christianity ten years ago, said terror was not a perversion of IS but the centrepiece
of Islam itself. The native Syrian has “so far been noticed only in appearances in
right-wing publications.”88 On the Internet platform Wochenblick.at, whose close
relationship to the FPÖ and the far-right scene has been documented by weekly
Profil, she called the Koran a “manual of terror.” The right-wing blog unzensuriert.at
features her as an expert on Islam.89
The debate about Islamic kindergartens took place especially in the media. The
Kronen Zeitung relied on the study by Ednan Aslan and argued that 50 percent of
Islamic kindergartens should be closed.90 It published titles such as “Headscarf, Radicalization. Everyday Life in Kindergartens.”91 Erich Kocina (Die Presse) researched
and criticized the Kronen Zeitung for relying on so-called photographical sources
for this article, which were taken from the photo gallery of the Islamic Center in
Vienna rather than from kindergartens, while the online editor-in-chief insisted that
the photos were real.92 At the end of November, the Press Council reprimanded the
weekly for using these photos. Moreover, the girls without a hijab were digitally
removed from the real photographs.93 The image of the hijab as a reality of Mus-

87. Nimmervoll, Lisa (2017), “Saïda Keller-Messahli: “Allmählich etabliert sich eine Parallelgesellschaft”“, Der Standard, 24.10.2017. Retrieved December 30, 2017 from http://mobil.derstandard.at/2000066523469/Saida-KellerMessahli-Allmaehlich-etabliert-sich-eine-Parallelgesellschaft
88. Oberascher, Karl (2017), ““Im Zentrum” zu Radikalisierung: Wer diskutierte da eigentlich?”, Kurier, 07.02.2017.
Retrieved December 30, 2017 from https://m.kurier.at/kultur/im-zentrum-zu-radikalisierung-wer-diskutierte-daeigentlich/245.349.810
89. Unzensuriert (2017), “Islam-Kennerin Laila Mirzo bezeichnet den Koran als ein Handbuch des Terrors und
der Intoleranz”, Unzensuriert, 27.04.2017. Retrieved December 30, 2017 from https://www.unzensuriert.at/
content/0021871-Islam-Kennerin-Laila-Mirzo-bezeichnet-den-Koran-als-ein-Handbuch-des-Terrors-und-der
90. Pommer, Michael (2017), “Sind in Wien 75 Islam-Kindergärten zu radikal?”, Kronen Zeitung, 23.06.2017.
Retrieved December 30, 2017, from http://www.krone.at/575492.
91. Schmitt, Richard (2017), “Kopftuch, Radikalisierung Alltag in Kindergärten”, Kronen Zeitung, 24.06.2017.
Retrieved December 30, 2017, from http://www.krone.at/wien/kopftuch-radikalisierung-alltag-in-kindergaertenfotobeweise-aus-wien-story-575570
92. Kocina, Erich (2017), “Islam-Kindergarten: Falsches Foto in der Kronen Zeitung”, Die Presse, 27.06.2017.
Retrieved December 30, 2017, from http://diepresse.com/home/panorama/wien/5242121/IslamKindergarten_
Falsche-Fotos-in-der-Kronen-Zeitung
93. Red, APA (2017), ““Islam-Kindergarten”: Presserat rügt “Krone” für Kopftuchfotos”, Der Standard, 22.11.2017.
Retrieved December 30, 2017, from http://derstandard.at/2000068285874/Islam-Kindergarten-Presserat-ruegtKrone-fuer-Kopftuch-Fotos
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lim schoolgirls was supported by journalist Clemens Neuhold in Profil,94 while Bilal
Baltaci wrote in the course of a research for the daily Kurier that they did not see a
single child with a hijab in any Islamic kindergarten.95 A more differentiated covering of this issue came from Petra Stuiber in the daily Der Standard.96
The Kronen Zeitung titled and illustrated a study on immigration and Muslims
on the front page as follows: “Close Borders for Muslims”. (Fig. 4) 97
Making links between politically hot topics and problematizing
Muslims due to their religion is also
not rare. Here are two examples,
one from the tabloid Kronen Zeitung and the other from the state’s
ORF. The first puts hijab-wearing
women under the title “Social Service Office” and the other shows a
hijab-wearing young girl and beneath the text “80 million Euros for
problem schools.” (Figs. 5, 6)
TV shows such as Talk im Hangar 7 on Servus TV had various debates, to which they invited leading
Islamophobic spokespeople. Hamed
Abdel-Samad, Seyran Ates and Gerald Grosz were invited to a discussion Figure 4: “Close Borders for Muslims” (daily Kronen Zeitung, 21
June 2017)
titled “Can Islam still be saved?”98 On
the other hand, Servus TV invited those Muslims who represent extreme margins of the
Muslim community from abroad and unnecessarily heat up debates that do not relate
to existing problems in Austria.99 Frauke Petry, former AfD chairman, and the Islamophobe Michael Ley were invited to contribute to the subject of “Anti-Semitic Attacks:
97

94. Neuhold, Clemens (2017), “Kopftuch für Sechsjährige “ist Schulrealität”“, Profil, 03.07.2017. Retrieved December 30, 2017, from https://www.profil.at/oesterreich/kopftuch-fuer-sechsjaehrige-ist-schulrealitaet-8215316
95. Baltaci, Bilal (2017), “Es gibt Wichtigeres als Deutsch”, Zeitung, 15.07.2017. Retrieved December 30, 2017,
from https://m.kurier.at/politik/inland/es-gibt-wichtigeres-als-deutsch/275.135.202
96. Stuiber, Petra (2017), “Wahlkampfgetöse um islamische Kindergärten”, Der Standard, 24.06.2017. Retrieved
December 30, 2017, from http://mobil.derstandard.at/2000059717412/Wahlkampfgetoese-um-islamische-Kindergaerten
97. https://twitter.com/Helge/status/877802406796513280
98. Servus TV (2017), “Ist der Islam noch zu retten”, OTS, 19.07.2017. Retrieved December 30, 2017, from
https://www.ots.at/presseaussendung/OTS_20170719_OTS0018/ist-der-islam-noch-zu-retten
99. Servus TV (2017), “„SERVUS NACHRICHTEN” exklusiv: Was radikale Muslime in Wiener Moscheen
predigen”, OTS, 01.12.2017. Retrieved December 30, 2017, from https://www.ots.at/presseaussendung/
OTS_20171201_OTS0155/servus-nachrichten-exklusiv-was-radikale-muslime-in-wiener-moscheen-predigen
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Where Does the New Anti-Semitism
Come from?”100 FPÖ Chairman
Strache and Heiko Heinisch were invited to discuss “Muslims in Austria:
What Is the Problem of Living Together?”101 Sebastian Kurz and Alice
Schwarzer were invited to discuss
“Burka, Headscarf and Koran: What
Is the Problem of Integration?”102 Efgani Dönmez and Heiko Heinisch
also discussed “Islamic Kindergartens: Really Just a Scare?”103

Figure 5: “Social Service Office” (Screenshot, daily Österreich)

Physical and Verbal Attacks
As noted by the FRA, the number
of unreported cases is much higher
than that of the incidents actually reported. As part of a group interview
with two female students (one from
Styria and one from Vienna) and
one student (Upper Austria), I interviewed people about Islamophobic attacks in their everyday lives. A
teacher reports on a mediation talk
in which the director said to a con- Figure 6: “80 million Euros for Problem Schools” (Screenshot,
Austrian Broadcast TV ORF)
cerned student’s mother that her son
“has to accept criticism of his inappropriate behaviour and change behaviour, even
if it comes from a woman.” A student tells of an incident at Graz Airport. She had
to drop her hijab, even though the metal detector had not beeped when she passed
through. During a walk in the city centre, a student crossed the street without paying attention to whether a vehicle was coming. A cyclist passing by the student said,
“Away, you dirty Muslim!” These few examples reveal the range of harassment in
everyday life, ranging from state to private institutions to occurrences on the street.
100. Servus (2017), “Antisemitische Attacken: Woher kommt die neue Judenfeindlichkeit?”, Servus, o.J. Retrieved
December 30, 2017, from https://www.servus.com/at/p/Antisemitische-Attacken%3A-Woher-kommt-die-neueJudenfeindlichkeit%3F/AA-1TCMYETRH1W12/.
101. Servus TV (2017), “Talk im Hangar-7 | Muslime in Österreich: Woran scheitert das Miteinander?”, YouTube,
02.06.2017. Retrieved December 30, 2017, from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bzwBsFuXHC4
102. Servus TV (2017), “Talk im Hangar-7 | Islamische Kindergärten: Wirklich nur Panikmache?”, YouTube,
13.07.2017. Retrieved December 30, 2017, from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cN3x7devA-4
103. Servus TV (2017), “Talk im Hangar-7 - Burka, Kopftuch und Koran: Woran scheitert Integration?”, YouTube,
17.02.2017. Retrieved December 30, 2017, from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QrMj2oBCC6M
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On March 15, a 50-year-old woman with her hair covered in the open street was
told, without context, “Wow, those scraps on the head. Go away cooky and shut up”104
In Linz, during the same month, a woman with children on the street was asked by a
strange man why she wears a headscarf. After that, he went on to say, “This is Sh**.”
A man showed moral courage and stood between them.105
In April, a 30-year-old, who was had been repeatedly charged with punishments, was charged with an unconditional fine of 7,560 Euros after throwing a bag
filled with dog feces on the façade of a mosque in Bludenz, on a night in February.
The judgment, which was not final, found the accused guilty of serious damage to
property.106
After the introduction of the full-face veil ban passersby on the street felt justified in making Muslims with face veils aware of the ban.107 In total, there were 30
official acts in the first two weeks, only four of which were involved Muslim women
wearing a face veil.108 The most notable symbolic act was directed against the parliamentary mascot that was asked by the police to take off his face coverage.109
The inscription “Muslim” with an arrow that showed the dustbin was cleaned
by the responsible workers the following day. (Fig. 7) Alexia Weiss
asked critically in the daily Wiener
Zeitung, “Muslims should be stuffed
into dustbins? Why? Because they
are crap or garbage? Worthless? Because they have to be disposed of?
And disposed in stands for what?
Are they unwanted? Should they be
destroyed? Free association leads in
different directions.”110 111
Figure 7: The word “Muslims” written on a dustbin.
111

104. Aytac, Gülmihri (2017), “Titel des Artikels”, Zeitung, 10.10.2017. Retrieved December 10, 2017, from Report
by Gülmihri Aytac on her Facebook account.
105. Anonymous report to the reporter via Email.
106. Vorarlberg ORF (2017), “Moschee mit Hundekot beworfen: Geldstrafe”, ORF, 24.04.2017. Retrieved December 29, 2017, from http://vorarlberg.orf.at/news/stories/2839983/
107. Seiser, Birgit (2017), “Wien: Nikab-Streit auf offener Straße”, Kurier, 06.10.2017. Retrieved December 29,
2017, from https://kurier.at/chronik/wien/wien-nikab-streit-auf-offener-strasse/290.364.037
108. ORF (2017), “Verhüllungsverbot: 30 Amtshandlungen”, ORF, 10.10.2017. Retrieved December 29, 2017,
from http://wien.orf.at/m/news/stories/2872439/.
109. Trescher, Thomas (2017), “Verhüllungsver¬bot: Darf man sich zu Halloween als Burka-Trägerin verkleiden?”,
Kurier, 20.10.2017. Retrieved December 10, 2017, from https://kurier.at/chronik/oesterreich/verhuellungsverbotdarf-man-sich-zu-halloween-als-burka-traegerin-verkleiden/293.190.778
110. Weiss, Alexia (2017), “Menschenmüll”, Wiener Zeitung, 12.06.2017. Retrieved December 10, 2017, from
http://www.wienerzeitung.at/meinungen/blogs/juedisch_leben/897787_Menschenmuell.html
111. Ibid.
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Graffiti stating “Islam out”
was spotted on the walls of a
Turkish cultural association in the
Schlachthausgasse,Vienna in the
3rd district. (Fig. 8)
A similar inscription with the
words “MOSLEMS RAUS” (Muslims leave!) was sighted on November 24; the next day “MOSLEMS”
had been replaced with “NAZIS.”
(Fig. 9)
At the University of Vienna on
September 25, the writing “F***
Islam” as well as vulgar expressions
targeting Muslim women were
sighted. (Fig. 10)
Similar acts of vandalism
were also seen on buildings of leftist political parties. Three graffiti
(dated 1.6.2017, 8.6.2017, and
28.11.2017) were sighted at the
Greens’ offices in Vienna: “Stop Islamization,” “Islam Kills” and “Muslims out.” (Figs. 11, 12, 13)
The Socialist Youth situated on Landstraße reported several hateful graffiti in the spring
of 2017. At Baumgasse 12, 1030
Vienna, the office of the Socialist
Youth on Landstraße, was smeared
several times with slogans like
“Islam kills” and “Muslims out.”
(Fig. 12 and 13) For a long time
afterwards, stickers of the far-right
group Identitarian Movement
were applied almost daily to the
windows. On September 6, 2017,
there was also another instance of
graffiti: “Muslims out” and “Left
fascists” was written. At the begin-

islamophobiaeurope.com •

Figure 8: Graffiti “Islam Out” written on a wall.
Photo: Mehmet Aktas, Kulturvereins Kars Igdir Ardahan.

Figure 9: Graffiti “Moslems Out” (Muslims Leave) written on a wall.
Photo: Serkan Uzunyurt, 24 November 2017.

Figure 10: Graffiti “F*** Islam” written on a wall.
Photo: Hümeyra Kestane, 25 September 2017.

Figure 11: Graffiti “Stop Islamization” written on a window, 1
June 2017.
Fotos zugesandt von Gemeinderätin Faika Nagashi.
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ning of April 2017, graffiti stating
“Stop Islam” and “Islam kills” was
sprayed on the wall.112
Benjamin Kranzl, the local
chairman of the far-right FPÖ
youth wing, the RFJ, presented
photos of a barbecue and a suckling
pig, wrapped in aluminium foil,
under the title “Ramadan with the
RFJ Schwaz” on Facebook. When
the police reported the following
day that “unknown perpetrators
threw the head of a grilled suckling
pig on the property of a Turkish
cultural association” on May 28 on
a mosque facility, attention was directed to the RFJ.113
The debate on kindergartens
(see section Politics and Media in
this report) had implications for
the safety of childcare facilities run
by Muslims. For example, a leader
of an association for the preservation of a private school says that
many people are afraid to work in
Islamic kindergartens. She speaks
of racist attacks and tells about a
girl who was slapped in the street
by a passer-by. She mentioned
beer cans being thrown at her, a
physical education teacher being
pulled out of the subway, and other incidents.114

Figure 12: Graffiti “Islam kills” written on a wall, 8 June 2017.

Figure 13: Graffiti “Muslims Out” written on a wall, 28
November 2017.

Figure 14: Graffiti “Muslims Out” written on a wall, 6
September 2017.

112. Information and photos sent by the chairwoman of the Socialist Youth Vienna, Fiona Herzog.
113. Kurier (2017), “Polizei ermittelt nach “Ramadan-Feier” von FPÖ-Jugend”, Kurier, 23.06.2017. Retrieved December 29, 2017, from https://kurier.at/chronik/oesterreich/tirol-verfassungsschutz-ermittelt-nach-ramadan-feierder-fpoe-jugend/271.389.257
114. Wilflingseder, Karin (2017), “Geohrfeigt und mit Bierdosen beworfen: Muslimische Kinder im Visier”, Zeitung, 16.07.2017. Retrieved December 29, 2017, from http://linkswende.org/geohrfeigt-und-mit-bierdosen-beworfen-muslimische-kinder-im-visier/
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The Identitarian movement
put banners saying “Stop Islamization. Close Islam schools!”115 on a
school in Vienna, which was part of
a media debate (see section Politics).
(Fig. 15)
Stickers imitating the one with
“Refugees Not Welcome” were titled “Islamists Not Welcome” and
distributed by the Identitarians.
(Fig. 16)
The Identitarian movement
also distributed brochures against
“Islamization” and the call for “remigration” in households. (Fig. 17)
As part of the election campaign, election posters were vandalized as shown here with a poster of
the leader of the Social Democrats
with a sticker with two Muslims and
the words “We Must Stay Outside”
placed on it. (Fig. 18)

Figure 15: Banners saying “Stop Islamization. Close Islam
schools!” by the Identitarian Movement.
Photo: Farid Hafez

Figure 16: Sticker “Islamists Not Welcome” by the Identitarian
Movement.
Photo: Farid Hafez

Internet
The Internet is often used for more
direct statements due to the lower
inhibition threshold. For example, a former local politician from
Lower Austria, who ran for the
FPÖ in Leobendorf in 2015, said:
“DEAR DUZDAR, GO HOME
TO TURKEY, PUT ON A HIJAB
AND PUSH THE KORAN IN
YOUR A**!”116

Figure 17: Leaflet “Stop Islamization” by the Identitarian
Movement.
Photo: Scan of a pamphlet of the Identitarians.

115. APA (2017), “Islamschule: Betreiber sprechen von “innerer Angelegenheit”“, Der Standard, 23.08.2017. Retrieved December 29, 2017, from http://derstandard.at/2000063033101/Islam-Schule-Betreiber-sprechen-voninnerer-Angelegenheit
116. Oe24 (2017), “FPÖler: Duzdar, schieb dir den Koran in deinen türkischen A…!”, oe24, 02.022017. Retrieved
December 31, 2017, from http://m.oe24.at/oesterreich/politik/FPOeler-Duzdar-schieb-dir-den-Koran-in-deinentuerkischen-A/267694397
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Openly Islamophobic statements were widespread such as the
FPÖ-linked website unzensuriert.at that argued that governess
Mikl-Leitner had opened an exhibition on Islam with Muslim Brotherhood sympathizers.117
Then ÖVP Chairman Sebastian Kurz used his Facebook account
to legitimize Islamophobic politics
with headlines from tabloid media.
(Fig. 19) 118
The FPÖ Vienna party Chairman
Johann Gudenus posted on his Facebook page derogatory contents about
Muslims and triggered corresponding
debates. While Time magazine chose a
Viennese student with a hijab as one
of the world’s most influential teenagers, he called this “Insanity.” What
followed were other postings with anti-Muslim, racist statements such as
“Send her back, this Veil!,” “Has she
no brain under her headscarf?” and
“Away with this filth.”
The Carinthian FPÖ Provincial
Council Gernot Darmann in a Facebook post publicized the following
false message: “Islam lessons for Carinthian children” and writes “Scandal. Islam classes for Christians???
THANKS, NO!!!”119 (Fig. 20)

Figure 18: Sticker “We Must Stay Outside” on an election
campaign poster of the Social Democrats.
Photo by the author.

Figure 19: Facebook posting by Sebastian Kurz saying “The
Muslim study confirms my position. We urgently need a
reduction of migration and must prevent parallel structures
like Islamic kindergartens from emerging.”118

117. Unzensuriert (2017), “Mikl-Leitner eröffnete Islam-Ausstellung mit Muslimbruderschaft-Sympathisanten”,
Unzensuriert, 18.04.2017. Retrieved December 31, 2017, from https://www.unzensuriert.at/content/0023765Mikl-Leitner-eroeffnete-Islam-Ausstellung-mit-Muslimbruderschaft-Sympathisanten
118. Kurz, Sebastian (2017), Official Facebook-page, 10.08.2017. Retrieved December 31, 2017, from https://
www.facebook.com/sebastiankurz.at/photos/a.112364565521892.21944.105151752909840/1440936235998045
/?type=3&theater
119. oe24 (2017), “Islamunterricht für Christen: FPÖ-Landesrat empört mit FB-Posting”, o24, 26.09.2017. Retrieved December 31, 2017, from http://www.oe24.at/oesterreich/politik/Islamunterricht-fuer-Christen-FPOeLandesrat-empoert-mit-FB-Posting/301227541
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The FPÖ youth wing published another picture entitled
“Immigrating to our Welfare
State is Fun,” which depicts
a man dressed in traditional
Muslim clothes. (Fig. 21)120121
After the drugstore chain
BIPA launched a campaign, in
which a hijab-wearing woman was shown, an online avalanche of hatred was launched.
Statements such as “prostration
before Islam” and “creeping Islamization” were used.122 Postings full of hate were especially
widespread on Facebook. This is
also true on the Facebook sites
of well-known MPs such as the
one of Efgani Dönmez.

Figure 20: “Social Democratic Scandal in Education Policy:
Islam Lessons for Carinthian children”.120

Central Figures in the
Islamophobic Network
Amer Albayati, president of
the Initiative for Liberal Muslims Austria (ILMÖ), who repeatedly claims to be a critic of
Islam and a terrorism expert,
tried on many occasions to
influence public opinion with
his conspiracy theories. He
criticized the federal president
for his symbolic solidarity with Figure 21: “SPÖ/ÖVP/Greens tell the world: Immigrating to
our Welfare State is Fun”.121
hijab-wearing women and for
using the term Islamophobia, which for him is a “combat term of political Islam,
which solely and exclusively (serves, FH) to stifle any critical discussion on Islam
120. Ibid.
121. Ibid.
122. FSC (2017), “ Werbung mit kopftuchtragender Frau: Rechter Shitstorm gegen Bipa “, Der Standard,
19.10.2017. Retrieved December 31, 2017, from http://mobil.derstandard.at/2000066308348/Werbung-mitkopftuchtragender-Frau-Rechter-Shitstorm-gegen-Bipa.
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in Germany.”123 The “Islamophobia Mace” or “Islamophobia Lie” was a “vile
work invented by radical Islamists.”124
Islamophobic spokespersons like Hamed Abdel-Samad supported the demand
of the German conservatives, CDU politicians Jens Spahn and Julia Klöckner, to
introduce an Austria-like Islam Act in Germany. This demand was also supported by
Mouhanad Khorchide.125 Abdel-Samad demanded that the state grants licenses for
religious communities and mosques and said, “The mosques must take the imams
that the state appoints and must not be financed from abroad.”126
CDU member and former FEMEN activist Zana Ramadani was given a space in media such as Die Presse127 or Kronen Zeitung.128 Der Standard interviewed her twice in 2017.
Ramadani presented with Sebastian Kurz the second part of the election program (“Order
and Security”) for the national elections in 2017.129 On September 27, with the help of
the ÖIF, she gave a presentation on “Muslim women between tradition and modernity.”130
The ÖIF stands out with its one-sided invitation policy. The fourteenth meeting of the Integration Advisory Council, chaired by Franz Wolf, invited Seyran Ateş,
who made a plea for “promoting liberal Islam” and presented her “Liberal Mosque
in Berlin.” It also warned against “leaving refugees to the influence of radical mosque
associations,”131 as stated in the ÖIF report. Brochures to address the issue of face
123. ILMÖ (2017), “ „Herr Bundespräsident Van der Bellen, lassen Sie sich nicht von Vertretern des politischen
Islam wegen Kopftuch in die Irre führen” “, OTS, 09.05.2017. Retrieved December 31, 2017, from https://www.
ots.at/presseaussendung/OTS_20170509_OTS0089/herr-bundespraesident-van-der-bellen-lassen-sie-sich-nichtvon-vertretern-des-politischen-islam-wegen-kopftuch-in-die-irre-fuehren
124. Krone (2017), “Islamisten haben Begriff „Islamophobie” erfunden”, Kronen Zeitung, 27.04.2017. Retrieved
December 31, 2017, from http://www.krone.at/oesterreich/islamisten-haben-begriff-islamophobie-erfunden-offener-brief-an-vdb-story-566686
125. religion.ORF.at/KAP/KANN (2017), “D: Muslimische Wissenschaftler wollen Islamgesetz”, ORF, 24.04.2017.
Retrieved December 10, 2017, from http://religion.orf.at/m/stories/2838836/
126. Ebd.
127. Baltaci, Köksal (2017), “Muslimische Männer werden zu Prinzen erzogen”, Die Presse, 13.04.2017. Retrieved
December 31, 2017, from https://diepresse.com/home/panorama/oesterreich/5200799/Muslimische-Maennerwerden-zu-Prinzen-erzogen?from=suche.intern.portal
128. Krone (2017), “Muslimische Mütter erziehen Söhne zu Versagern”, Kronen Zeitung, 10.04.2017. Retrieved
December 31, 2017, from http://www.krone.at/563975
129. Vosatka, Michael (2017), “Autorin Ramadani: Kopftuch und Feminismus passen nicht zusammen”, Der Standard, 26.12.2017. Retrieved December 31, 2017, from http://mobil.derstandard.at/2000067912571/FeministinRamadani-Jemand-der-pro-Kopftuch-ist-kann-kein-Feminist?utm_term=Autofeed&utm_campaign=Echobox&utm_
medium=Social&utm_source=Facebook#link_time=1514287961; Bichler, Josef and Rössler, Wolfgang (2017), “Zana
Ramadani: “Männer sind nicht das alleinige Übel”“, Der Standard, 30.4.2017, retrieved: December 31, 2017, from http://
mobil.derstandard.at/2000056748901/Zana-Ramadani-Maenner-sind-nicht-das-alleinige-Uebel; APA Red (2017),
“Wahlkampffinale: ÖVP setzt auf „Ordnung und Sicherheit”“, NÖN, 22.09.2017. Retrieved December 31, 2017, from
http://www.noen.at/in-ausland/nationalratswahl-wahlkampffinale-oevp-setzt-auf-ordnung-und-sicherheit/62.050.375
130. Österreichischer Integrations Fonds (2017), “Integration und Islam Musliminnen zwischen Tradition und
Moderne”, Integrationsfonds, 27.09.2017. Retrieved December 31, 2017, from http://integrationsfonds.eyepinnews.
com/eventview/?p=z44a860e40c4530d2103f64cd4460dcc73b14aba00ed2317b175787265d21587c
131. Österreichischer Integrations Fonds (2017), “Integrationsbeirat diskutiert die Stärkung von Frauen mit Migrationshintergrund”, OTS, 27.04.2017. Retrieved December 10, 2017, from https://www.ots.at/presseaussendung/
OTS_20170427_OTS0189/integrationsbeirat-diskutiert-die-staerkung-von-frauen-mit-migrationshintergrund
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covering in Islam were published before the introduction of the face veil ban. Some
of the authors such as Saïda Keller-Messahli and Ahmad Mansour132 are among the
most vocal public Islamophobic speakers. The use of Muslim witnesses, ‘native informals,’ is a central aspect of the discourse of the ÖIF, the Federal Ministry for Europe,
Integration and Foreign Affairs, and the Conservative Party.
In particular, some journalists support these voices, which they promote in the
sense of the white saviour complex. As the editor in chief of the Kurier argues, “Turks
suffer from political Islam.”133 In this sense, Aslan also argues that “clubs and associations, who want to isolate the Muslims living here from everything European and want
to focus theologically entirely on Islamic states, are to be pushed back. This control
of Austrian or German Islam from abroad is fatal.”134 This does not mean primarily
independence and empowerment of Muslims, but a dissolution of transnational networks. It works according to the government’s slogan of creating an “Islam of European
Imprint.” Secretary General of the Jewish community Raimund Fastenbauer claimed
in contrast to the “Islam of European imprint”, that Austria had a problem with “political Islam,” because an Islam of “Middle Eastern Imprint” was “through and through
anti-Semitic [...] and intolerant of people of other faiths, including Christianity.” Several media republished the statements published by Fastenbauer in the journal of the
leading Austrian student fraternity, the Cartellverband. Amongst others, this was well
received by right-wing media such as unzensuriert.at135 and info-direkt.eu.136
The European Citizens’ Initiative against Extremism137 was founded on December 29, 2016 and recognized on June 7, 2017 by the European Commission.
It was financed by Seyran Ates and Efgani Dönmez with 10,000 Euros each.
Amongst the founders were also the Austrian lawyer Sebastian Reimer.138 The
132. Österreichischer Integrations Fonds (2017), “Perspektiven Integration: Verschleierung im Islam”, Integrationsfonds 01/2017, Retrieved December 31, 2017, from https://www.integrationsfonds.at/fileadmin/content/AT/Fotos/
Publikationen/OEIF_Perspektiven_Verschleierung_200x260_A4.pdf
133. Brandstätter, Helmut (2017), “Türken leiden unter dem politischen Islam”, Kurier, 17.07.2017. Retrieved
December 31, 2017, from https://m.kurier.at/meinung/kommentare/innenpolitik/tuerken-leiden-unter-dem-politischen-islam/275.525.273
134. Kamann, Matthias (2017), “Die Steuerung des Islams aus dem Ausland ist fatal”, Die Welt, 07.08.2017. Retrieved December 31, 2017, from http://hd.welt.de/politik-edition/article167430465/Die-Steuerung-des-Islamsaus-dem-Ausland-ist-fatal.html
135. Unzensuriert (2017), “Generalsekretär der Isrealitischen Kultusgemeinde hat Problem mit „antisemitischem,
nahöstlichem Islam”“, Unzensuriert, 26.02.2017. Retrieved December 10, 2017, from https://www.unzensuriert.at/
content/0023300-Generalsekretaer-der-Israelitischen-Kultusgemeinde-hat-Problem-mit-antisemitischem
136. Info Direkt (2017), “Israelitische Kultusgemeinde warnt vor muslimischer Einwanderung”, Info Direkt,
24.02.2017. Retrieved December 31, 2017, from: http://info-direkt.eu/2017/02/24/israelische-kultusgemeindewarnt-vor-muslimischer-einwanderung/
137. Abele, Katrin (2017), “Kommission registriert europäische Bürgerinitiative „Stop Extremism”“, Europäische
Kommission, 07.06.2017. Retrieved December 31, 2017, from https://ec.europa.eu/germany/news/kommissionregistriert-europ%C3%A4ische-b%C3%BCrgerinitiative-%E2%80%9Estop-extremism%E2%80%9C_de
138. Stop Extremism (2017), “Europäische Bürgerinitiative „Stop Extremism” gestartet”, OTS, 03.07.2017. Retrieved
: December 31, 2017, from https://www.ots.at/presseaussendung/OTS_20170703_OTS0122/europaeische-buergerinitiative-stop-extremism-gestartet
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organ representatives of the association, Walter Schnauder and Peter Weinzierl,
are based in Linz.139 Schnauder is a former political official of the ÖVP and
since 2003 the political coach of the ÖVP Oberösterreich.140 Supporters include
well-known Islamophobes such as Abdel-Hakim Ourghi, Ralph Ghadban, Saïda
Keller-Messahli,141 Necla Kelek,142 as well as a Mouhanad Khorchide.143 In the
course of the election campaign, Dönmez came under criticism when leaks by
the weekly Falter revealed that much more money than 20,000 Euros, the budget
specified by the EU Commission, could potentially be in circulation.144 For Peter
Puller, previously press spokesman of the ÖVP, first in Styria and then for the
Ministry of Justice and Science, a contract was signed between the Society for
Policy Analysis and Puller’s PR Agency on July 17 for more than 180,000 Euros,
but ultimately did not substantiate.145 The contract states that Puller should coordinate a campaign against political Islam.146 The monthly fee of about 15,000
Euros was not paid out and according to Puller eight weeks of work have not yet
been rewarded.147 The daily Die Presse then published chat minutes, according to
which Dönmez supports the concerns of the Saudis. Allegedly Dönmez promised
several times to make Turkey and Qatar look bad in interviews. At one point the
leaked WhatsApp protocol is summarized as such: “Turkey = Bad, Qatar = Bad,
Saudis = Good”. “A joke,” Dönmez argues.148 Dönmez claims that not a single
cent was sent by the Saudis and the chat protocols were jokes and stressed that he
was a critic of Saudi Arabia.149

139. Vereinsregisterauszug zum Stichtag 13.12.2017, ZVR-Zahl 735542616, Accessed: December 10, 2017.
140. Schnauder, Walter (2017), “Curriculum Vitae – Walter Schnauder”, Marketing Solutions, 03.12.2003. Retrieved December 31, 2017, from http://www.marketingsolutions.at/downloads/cvWS_72dpi.pdf
141. Stop Extremism (2017), Retrieved December 31, 2017, from https://www.stopextremism.eu/people
142. Stop Extremism (2017), “Statement by Necla Kelek for the European Citizen’s Initiative Stop Extremism”,
YouTube, 02.10.2017. Retrieved December 31, 2017, from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nc_Q2sOpCfc
143. Stop Extremism (2017), Supporters. Retrieved December 31, 2017, from https://web.archive.org/
web/20170824134012/http://www.stopextremism.eu/people_supporters
144. Europäische Kommission (2017), “Europäische Bürgerinitiative”, Europäische Kommission, 15.12.2017. Retrieved
December 10, 2017, from http://ec.europa.eu/citizens-initiative/public/initiatives/ongoing/details/2017/000007?lg=de
145. Völker, Michael (2017), “Efgani Dönmez Pakt mit dem Hintermann unsauberer Kampagnen”, Der Standard,
03.10.2017. Retrieved December 31, 2017, from http://mobil.derstandard.at/2000065263914/Efgani-DoenmezPakt-mit-dem-Hintermann-unsauberer-Kampagnen
146. Red (2017), “Ein Mann mit vielen Kontakten “, Der Standard, 01.10.2017. Retrieved December 31, 2017,
from http://derstandard.at/2000065131757/Ein-Mann-mit-vielen-Kontakten
147. Oswald, Günther (2017), “Silberstein-Mitarbeiter Puller will 100.000-Euro-Angebot der ÖVP vor Gericht
beweisen”, Der Standard, 06.10.2017. Retrieved December 10, 2017, from https://derstandard.at/2000065475443/
Silberstein-Mitarbeiter-Puller-will-100-000-Euro-Angebot-der-OeVP
148. Thalhammer, Anna (2017), “Machte Dönmez Stimmung im Sinne der Saudis?”, Die Presse, 09.10.2017. Retrieved December 31, 2017, from https://diepresse.com/home/innenpolitik/nationalratswahl/5299757/MachteDoenmez-Stimmung-im-Sinne-der-Saudis
149. Thalhammer, Anna (2017), “Dönmez: „Kein Cent von Saudis”“, Die Presse, 10.10.2017. Retrieved December
31, 2017, from http://diepresse.com/home/innenpolitik/5300333/Doenmez_Kein-Cent-von-Saudis
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Civil Society and Political Initiatives to Counter Islamophobia
Besides an increase of hostile language and more restrictive politics towards Muslims
from governing centrist parties, we can also observe a stronger reaction on behalf of
individuals, who speak out against Islamophobia, especially in the media. Beyond
these critical voices that are essential for keeping up the struggle against Islamophobia and creating a consciousness towards this form of racism, there are several initiatives that can be mentioned here:
• In September 2017, a counselling centre against hatred on the Internet was established. There, affected users can seek professional help. The body is run by
the anti-racist institution ZARA and can be found on the website beratungsstelle.
counteract.or.at
• A rally called “MuslimBanAustria – my body, my right to self-determination”
against the headscarf ban was organized by the Dokustelle für Muslime, the
Youth Council of the Islamic Religious Community and the Muslim Civil Society Network (NMZ).150
• Federal President Alexander Van der Bellen spoke clearly and concisely during a
memorial event of Nazi atrocities in Baden: “We must make sure that this does
not happen again – of course under a different name. It will have other contents;
it will have different expressions. It will be more modern, in quotation marks. But
we have to recognize the signs of the beginning.”151
• An exhibition on Islam has opened in Schallaburg, Lower Austria.152
• The Islamic Federation has run a campaign presenting Muslims in everyday life.153
• The NMZ created a music track that challenged Sebastian Kurz’s changing positions on Islam and his swing to the right.154
• The newly established IDB (Initiative for Discrimination-Free Education) first
presented its report on Discrimination of Pupils in 2016. Forty-seven incidents
have been included, with Islamophobia being the most common reason.155
150. Ichner, Bernhard (2017), “Muslime demonstrieren gegen Kopftuchverbot”, Kurier, 02.02.2017. Retrieved
December 31, 2017, from https://m.kurier.at/chronik/wien/muslime-demonstrieren-gegen-kopftuchverbot/244.439.536.
151. ORF (2017), “NS-Mahnmal: „Zeichen des Anfangs erkennen”, ORF, 23.04.2017. Retrieved December 31,
2017, from http://noe.orf.at/news/stories/2838779/
152. Pfoster, Paula (2017), “Jenseits von Populismus und Polarisierung”, ORF, 17.03.2017. Retrieved December 31,
2017, from http://orf.at/stories/2383478/2383477/
153. Ichner, Bernhard; Seiser, Birgit (2017), “Muslime verteilten Schnitten statt Korane”, Kurier, 10.10.2017.
Retrieved December 31, 2017, from https://m.kurier.at/chronik/wien/muslime-verteilten-schnitten-statt-korane/261.155.567
154. Oe24 (2017), “Muslime veräppeln Kurz mit Kopftuch-Song”, oe24, 19.01.2017. Retrieved December 31,
2017, from http://m.oe24.at/oesterreich/politik/Muslime-veraeppeln-Kurz-mit-Kopftuch-Song/266057047
155. ORF (2017), “Bericht: Islamophobie an Schulen nimmt zu”, ORF, 30.06.2017. Retrieved December 31, 2017,
from http://oesterreich.orf.at/stories/2852186/
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• State Secretary for Integration Muna Duzdar presented a digital monitor and set
up the counselling centre #GegenHassImNetz (#AgainstOnlineHate), which is
operated by ZARA.156
• The Initiative of Muslim Austrians and Kismet Online have sent a list of questions
to the constituency for election to the National Council.

Conclusion and Policy Recommendations
The year 2017 was a significant year in terms of a stronger institutionalization of
Islamophobia (the ban of the full-face veil as well as the indirect hijab ban for certain professions). It was also significant that the Conservative Party with its new
face under the leadership of Sebastian Kurz arrived at a level of Islamophobia that
can only be interpreted as a full embrace of the right-wing FPÖ’s positions. Kurz
demanded the closure of Islamic kindergartens and moved way from much of his
former rhetoric that signalled a more open position towards Muslims. With the new
governing coalition of the conservative ÖVP and the right-wing FPÖ, the future of
Islamophobia appears to be firmly secured. Many recommendations can be made to
work towards a more equal society in Austria such as:
• Training on racism, especially Islamophobia, should be offered to journalists,
lawyers, and police (security officials) by qualified personnel.
• Muslim civil society has to be empowered with information to combat Islamophobia, especially in the creation of a consciousness towards the illegality of
hate crimes.
• Educational institutions and stakeholders have to work towards creating an alternative narrative of Muslims in Austria which will work to dispel the widely
accepted negative image of Islam.
• Austria should fulfil its promise in Durban 2001 and adopt a National Action
Plan against racism (NAP) in order to meet the challenges regarding discrimination and racism which are prevalent in all areas of society.
• Financial and human resources should be raised for the Equal Treatment Commission and for an increase of the capacities of the Ombud for Equal Treatment
to fulfil its task of raising awareness of the Equal Treatment Act.
• Discrimination on the job market must be fought with better legal standards
and the creation of a relevant consciousness. Penalties for the violation of
discrimination on the six grounds mentioned in the EU Directives on this
issue should be increased.
156. Bundeskanzleramt (2017), “Staatssekretärin Duzdar: Hasspostings und Cybermobbing auch in Österreich
stark verbreitet”, OTS, 30.08.2017. Retrieved December 31, 2017, from https://www.otass.at/presseaussendung/OTS_20170830_OTS0136/staatssekretaerin-duzdar-hasspostings-und-cybermobbing-auch-in-oesterreichstark-verbreitet
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•

•

The amended Equal Treatment Act (August 2013) has to fulfil the long-demanded extension of protection against discrimination on grounds of sexual
orientation, age, belief and religion to areas outside employment.
The Islam Act has to be amended in order not to be in conflict with the Austrian
Constitution. This is of utmost importance, since the new law has sent a message of inequality to the Muslim masses.

Chronology
• 05.01.2017: For the federal elections in Graz, the FPÖ mobilized with a fourpage folder containing Islamophobic figures and statements.
• 05.01.2017: Kickoff debate on headscarf ban for teachers in public schools and
schoolgirls.
• 10.01.2017: One-sided discussion on secularism within the political parties: the
cross should stay in the classroom and the headscarf should be banned.
• 30.01.2017: In the daily Kronen Zeitung a school director was given room to
argue in favor of a headscarf ban for schoolgirls.
• 07.02.2017: Discussion about “radicalized youth” on state broadcaster ORF
with people supporting an Islamophobic agenda.
• 17.02.2017: Leading Islamophobic spokespeople are invited on private broadcasting chanel Servus TV.
• March 2017: Introduction of Federal Law on the Prohibition of the Concealment of the Face in Public (Anti-Facial Disposal Act – AgesVG). In Carinthia,
a man targeted a group of Muslim women with a shotgun and was given a tenmonth imprisonment sentence.
• 04.03.2017: Chairman Strache declared “No, Islam is not part of Austria” during
a FPÖ party convention in Klagenfurt.
• 15.03.2017: The managing director of the Styrian branch of the vocational institution Berufsförderungsinstitut attempted a headscarf ban for employees because
of a so-called “neutrality requirement.”
Verbal attack on 50-year-old woman with her hair covered on a street.
• 24.02.2017: Criticism of the federal president of the Republic of Austria for his
statement on Islamophobia and solidarity with Muslim women.
• April 2017: Act of vandalism to the office of the Socialist Youth with the Islamophobic slogans “Stop Islam” and “Islam kills.”
• 24.04.2017: A 30-year-old man was charged after throwing a bag filled with dog
feces on the façade of a mosque in Bludenz.
• 01.06.2017: Act of vandalism to buildings housing the offices of the Greens in
Vienna – graffiti “Stop Islamization” appears on wall.
• 08.06.2017: Act of vandalism to buildings housing the offices of the Greens in
Vienna - the graffiti “Islam Kills” appears on wall.
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• 12.06.2017: Act of vandalism: the inscription “Muslim” with an arrow in the
direction of a dustbin.
• 21.06.2017: The daily Kronen Zeitung entitled and illustrated accordingly a
study on immigration and Muslims on the front page as follows: “Close Borders
for Muslims.”
• 23.06.2017: Local chairman of the far-right FPÖ youth wing, the RFJ, presented photos of a barbecue and a suckling pig, wrapped in aluminum foil, under the
title “Ramadan with the RFJ Schwaz” on Facebook.
• 24.06.2017: The daily Kronen Zeitung published an article with the title “Headscarf, Radicalization. Everyday Life in Kindergartens” and used false photographic material.
• 30.06.2017: The Initiative for a Discrimination-Free Education (IDB) documented a total of 28 cases of Islamophobic discrimination, of which 23 occurred
at schools and 5 in kindergartens.
• 04.07.2017:Weekly Falter leaked information about the so-called ‘Islamic
kindergarten study’: they revealed that officials from the Department of Integration and Foreign Affairs substantially changed the content of the Word
files, which were written by Professor of Islamic Education Ednan Aslan.
The former Green MP Peter Pilz ran for elections and one of his three main foci
was the fight against political Islam.
• 15.07.2017: Chairman of the FPÖ Mayrhofen referred to Islam as “an insane Islamic
ideology” and was sentenced to unconditional fines for degrading religious teachings.
• 16.07.2017: Racist attacks against a kindergarten girl who was slapped in the
street by a passerby.
• 10.08.2017: Then ÖVP Chairman Sebastian Kurz used his Facebook account to
legitimize Islamophobic politics with headlines from tabloid media.
• 23.08.2017: The Identitarian movement placed banners saying “Stop Islamization. Close Islam schools!” on the building of a Vienna school.
• 01.09.2017: National Parliamentary Election Campaign: Islamophobic statements, slogans, videos are are present throughout the country.
• 06.09.2017: Act of vandalism to the office of the Socialist Youth with the Islamophobic slogans “Muslim out” written on the wall.
• 25.09.2017: Vandalism occurs at the University of Vienna with vulgar expressions targeting Muslim women written on Wals.
• 26.09.2017: The Carinthian FPÖ Provincial Council in a Facebook post publicized a false message about lessons on Islam.
• 06.10.2017: Law enforcement of full face veil ban: passersby on the street feel
the need to make Muslims with face veils aware of the ban.
• 17.10.2017: ÖVP Chairman Sebastian Kurz claimed in an interview that the
“anti-Semitic danger stems from Muslims.”
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• 19.10.2017: An online avalanche of hatred was launched following a campaign
of the drugstore chain BIP, which featured a hijab-wearing woman.
• 25.10.2017: The daily Der Standard published interviews of Islamophobic individuals like Saïda Keller-Messahli, propagating and disseminating her views.
• 21.11.2017: The leading candidate of the FPÖ in Lower Austria, Udo Landbauer, called ÖVP candidate Mikl-Leitner “Muslim Mummy Mikl.”
• 22.11.2017: A 24-year-old in Klagenfurt State Court was sentenced to 3,000
Euros for a brutal Islamophobic online posting.
• 23.11.2017: Examination of the Islamic kindergarten study by the University of
Vienna and the Austrian Agency for Scientific Integrity (OeAWI).
• 24.11.2017: Vandals write Islamophobic graffiti on the walls of a cultural association.
• 28.11.2017: Act of vandalism to buildings that house the offices of the Greens in
Vienna; the graffiti states “Muslims out.”
• 16.12.2017: New Coalition’s Government Program: “Political Islam” becomes a
focal point of internal security measures, and – while not defined – potentially
threatens all organized Muslims.
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T

his is the third issue of the annual European Islamophobia Report (EIR) consisting
of an overall evaluation of Islamophobia in Europe in the year 2017, as well as
33 country reports which include almost all EU member states and additional
countries such as Russia and Norway. This year’s EIR represents the work of 40 prominent scholars and civil society activists from various European countries.
The denial of the very existence of Islamophobia/anti-Muslim racism/anti-Muslim hate
crime in Europe by many demonstrates the need for an appropriate effort and political
will to tackle this normalized racism and its manifestations that are deeply entrenched in
European societies, institutions, and states.
This denial is not only the case for extremist groups on the political fringe of the society, but rather far-right discourses have moved to the center of political power. Consequently, it is not only right-wing extremist groups that rely on the means of Islamophobic
propaganda and discourse - social democrats, liberals, leftists or conservatives are not
immune to this form of racism.
As a survey published by the FRA reveals 76% of Muslim respondents feel strongly attached to the country they live in, while 31% of those seeking work have been discriminated against in the last five years. At the same time, only 12% of Muslims say they have
reported cases of discrimination. Hence, we can say with certainty that the extent of
discrimination Muslims face in Europe is much greater than the numbers revealed in any
report on Islamophobia and anti-Muslim hate crime in Europe.
In other words, one can claim that all the available data and statistics about Islamophobia
in Europe show only the tip of the iceberg. Therefore, revealing the comprehensiveness of
structural anti-Muslim racism lies at the heart of the European Islamophobia Report project,
which on a yearly basis analyzes the trends and developments in Europe from Russia to
Portugal, and Malta to Norway.
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