in racism and human rights, the fourth edition of the European Islamophobia
Report addresses a still timely and politically important issue. All 34 country

reports included in this book follow a unique structure that is convenient, first, for comparing country reports and, second, for selected readings on a particular topic such as
politics, employment, or education with regards to Islamophobia across Europe.
The present report investigates in detail the underlying dynamics that directly or indirectly
support the rise of anti-Muslim racism in Europe. This extends from Islamophobic statements spread in national media to laws and policies that restrain the fundamental rights
of European Muslim citizens. As a result, the European Islamophobia Report 2018 discusses the impact of anti-Muslim discourse on human rights, multiculturalism, and the
state of law in Europe.
This fourth edition of our report highlights how European societies are challenged by the
rise of violent far-right groups that do not only preach hatred of Muslims but also participate in the organization of bloody terror attacks. The rise of far-right terrorist groups such
as AFO (Action of Operational Forces) in France or the network Hannibal in Germany,
Austria, and Switzerland confirms EUROPOL’s alarming surveys on the growing danger
of right-wing terrorism.
This year, SETA worked in cooperation with the Leopold Weiss Institute, an Austrian NGO
based in Vienna dedicated to the research of Muslims in Europe. In addition, the European Union has funded the European Islamophobia Report 2018 through the program
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y gathering 39 local scholars, experts, and civil society activists specialized

About SETA
Foundation for Political, Economic and Social Research (SETA) is a non-profit research
institute based in Turkey dedicated to innovative studies on national, regional and international issues. SETA is the leading think tank in Turkey and has offices in Ankara, Istanbul,
Washington D.C. and Cairo. The objective of SETA is to produce up-to-date and accurate knowledge and analyses in the fields of politics, economy, and society, and inform
policy makers and the public on changing political, economic, social, and cultural conditions. Through research reports, publications, brain storming sessions, conferences and
policy recommendations, SETA seeks to guide leaders in government, civil society, and
business, and contributes to informed decision making mechanisms.

ANKARA • ISTANBUL • WASHINGTON D.C. • CAIRO • BERLIN • BRUSSELS

ENES BAYRAKLI • FARID HAFEZ (Eds)

“Civil Society Dialogue Between EU and Turkey (CSD-V)”.

EUROPEAN
ISLAMOPHOBIA
REPORT
2018

ENES BAYRAKLI • FARID HAFEZ (Eds)

EUROPEAN
ISLAMOPHOBIA
REPORT
2018

ENES BAYRAKLI • FARID HAFEZ (Eds)

This publication was produced with the financial support of the European Union. Its contents are the sole responsibility
of the authors of the national reports; and do not necessarily reflect the views of the European Union and and Ministry of
Foreign Affairs-Directorate for EU Affairs.

COPYRIGHT © 2019 by SETA
All rights reserved.
No part of this publication may be reprinted or reproduced or
utilized in any form or by any electronic, mechanical or other
means, without permission in writing from the publishers.
ISBN: XX
First Published in 2019
Cover: Erkan Söğüt
Proofreading: Dr. Eva Stamoulou Oral

SETA | FOUNDATION FOR POLITICAL, ECONOMIC AND
SOCIAL RESEARCH
Nenehatun Caddesi No: 66 GOP Çankaya 06700 Ankara TÜRKİYE
Phone:+90 312.551 21 00 | Fax :+90 312.551 21 90
www.setav.org | info@setav.org | @setavakfi
SETA | İstanbul
Defterdar Mh. Savaklar Cd. Ayvansaray Kavşağı No: 41-43
Eyüpsultan İstanbul TÜRKİYE
Phone: +90 212 315 11 00 | Fax: +90 212 315 11 11
SETA | Washington D.C.
1025 Connecticut Avenue, N.W., Suite 1106
Washington, D.C., 20036 USA
Phone: 202-223-9885 | Fax: 202-223-6099
www.setadc.org | info@setadc.org | @setadc
SETA | Cairo
21 Fahmi Street Bab al Luq Abdeen Flat No 19 Cairo EGYPT
Phone: 00202 279 56866 | 00202 279 56985 | @setakahire
SETA | Berlin
Französische Straße 12, 10117 Berlin GERMANY
Phone: +49 30 20188466
SETA | Brussels
Avenue des Arts 27, 1000 Bruxelles, BELGIQUE
www.setav.org/en | brussels@setav.org

ABOUT EDITORS
Enes Bayraklı
Enes Bayraklı earned his BA, MA and PhD from the Department of Political Science
at the University of Vienna, and conducted research for his PhD thesis at the University of Nottingham in Britain between 2009 and 2010. He was a deputy director
at the Yunus Emre Turkish Cultural Center in London in 2011-2013. Bayraklı also
served as the founding director of the Yunus Emre Turkish Cultural Centers in Constanta and Bucharest, Romania in August-December 2012. He has been a faculty
member at the Department of Political Science and International Relations at the
Turkish-German University since 2013. Currently he is also the coordinator of SETA
Brussels office and director of European Studies at SETA Foundation. His fields of research include Islamophobia in Europe, far-right movements in Europe, the transformation of Turkish foreign policy, foreign policy analysis, and German foreign policy.

Farid Hafez
Farid Hafez, PhD (Political Science, University of Vienna), is currently lecturer and
researcher at the University of Salzburg, Department of Political Science and Sociology and senior researcher at Georgetown University’s “The Bridge Initiative” at
the School of Foreign Service. He defended his habilitation thesis on “Islam-Politics
in the Second Republic of Austria” at the University of Salzburg. In 2017, he was a
Fulbright visiting professor at the University of California, Berkeley and in 2014, he
was a visiting scholar at Columbia University, New York. Since 2010 he has been the
editor of Islamophobia Studies Yearbook, and since 2016 the co-editor of European
Islamophobia Report. Hafez has received the Bruno Kreisky Award for the “Political
Book of the Year” for his anthology Islamophobia in Austria (co-edited with John
Bunzl). He has more than 80 publications in leading journals such as Politics and
Religion, Patterns of Prejudice, and German Politics and Society. His latest publications are Islamophobia in Muslim Majority Societies (Routledge, co-edited with Enes
Bayrakli) and Feindbild Islam. Über die Salonfähigkeit von Rassismus (Böhlau).

For more information about the EIR:
www.islamophobiaeurope.com
islamophobia@setav.org

ISLAMOPHOBIA IN ıreland

ISLAMOPHOBIA IN

IRELAND
NATIONAL REPORT 2018
JAMES CARR

islamophobiaeurope.com •

@islamophobiaEIR

455

EUROPEAN ISLAMOPHOBIA REPORT 2018

456

setav.org

ISLAMOPHOBIA IN ıreland

The Author
Dr James Carr lectures at the Department of Sociology, University of Limerick,
Ireland. In 2016, he published the book Experiences of Islamophobia: Living with
Racism in the Neoliberal Era (London and New York: Routledge) which focused on
anti-Muslim racism in Ireland. Carr has published research with the Immigrant
Council of Ireland, supported by the Open Society Foundations, entitled “Islamophobia in Dublin: Experiences and How to Respond.” He authored the European
Islamophobia Report submissions on Ireland for 2016 and 2017, and is the contributor for Ireland to the Yearbook of Muslims in Europe for the same period.

Disclaimer: Statements of fact and opinion in the national reports of the European
Islamophobia Report are those of the respective authors. They are not the expression
of the editors or the funding institutions and do not necessarily reflect the views of
the European Union and Ministry of Foreign Affairs-Directorate for EU Affairs.
To cite this report: Dr James Carr: Islamophobia in Ireland: National Report 2018, in: Enes Bayraklı & Farid
Hafez, European Islamophobia Report 2018, Istanbul, SETA, 2019, pp. 455-472.

islamophobiaeurope.com •

@islamophobiaEIR

457

EUROPEAN ISLAMOPHOBIA REPORT 2018

Executive Summary
Muslims in Ireland continue to experience anti-Muslim hostility and discrimination
as the evidence here bears out. Although official data on Islamophobia are incredibly problematic, reports in media and otherwise evidence the manner in which
anti-Muslim hostility manifests in Ireland, underscoring the need for hate crime
legislation in Ireland. These experiences of hostility are by no means limited to the
‘offline’ context as research in the online sphere by Siapera et al. further demonstrates. Experiences of anti-Muslim discrimination in the occupational, accommodation, and institutional contexts are also evidenced below. Ireland continues to see
local and international fringe political actors undertake anti-Muslim activities. These
range from publicity campaigns to opposing the construction of a mosque. Media reportage vis-à-vis Muslims/Islam in Ireland demonstrates an unfortunate consistency
when compared with the previous European Islamophobia Reports (EIR) on Ireland.
The use of language continues to be problematic with Muslim/Islam co-located with
terms such as ‘extremists’ or ‘radical.’ Furthermore, the tendency for sensationalist
reporting in relation to Muslims/Islam maintains. As with previous submissions,
there is some evidence of nuanced media reporting, something to be welcomed.
Encouragingly, initiatives have been undertaken/are ongoing by civil society actors
designed to directly challenge anti-Muslim racism in Ireland. Positive steps have also
been taken at the level of the state to prevent discrimination accessing education
by members of minority/no religions in Ireland. While small, these initiatives are
welcome in a national and international context wherein anti-Muslim hostility and
discrimination is all too common. The evidence presented here of anti-Muslim racism in Ireland demonstrates the urgent need for much more to be done to challenge
this phenomenon.
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Country Profile
Country: Ireland
Type of Regime: Republic
Form of Government: Parliamentary Democracy
Ruling Parties: Fine Gael (Centre Right), supported by a number of Independents
and in a Confidence and Supply Agreement with Fianna Fáil (Centrist)
Opposition Parties: Sinn Féin (Left), Labour Party (Centre Left), Green Party (Centre Left), Social Democrats (Centre Left).
Last Elections: 2018 Presidential (official head of state, limited political function/
authority) Michael D. Higgins (Labour) won with 55.8% of the vote.
General Election 2016: Fine Gael won 25.5% of the national vote (55 seats); ahead
of Fianna Fáil with 24.3% of the national vote (40 seats); Sinn Feinn 13.8% of the
national vote (23 seats).
Total Population: 4.8 million in 2016 Census
Major Languages: Irish, English
Official Religion: No official religion (Secularism)
Statistics on Islamophobia: Irish police do have the facility to record anti-Muslim incidents/crimes. However, no official data on Islamophobia are publicly available at this time.
Statistics on Racism and Discrimination: There are limitations vis-à-vis data on
racism in Ireland. The Irish police service recorded 323 hate crimes in 2017, 290 in
2016, and 162 in 2015; these data are not currently disaggregated by motivation.
There is also a paucity of regular data collection and dissemination for Ireland. Nonetheless, there are some useful studies available. For example, in relation to accessing
accommodation and the potential for discrimination, Grotti et al. demonstrate visà-vis homelessness that “Muslims are particularly over-represented, constituting almost six per cent of the homeless but only one per cent of total population.”1 Further
research would be required to say for certain that being identified as Muslim was the
central catalyst in these experiences over other characteristics/issues.
Major Religions (% of Population): Catholicism (78.3%), No religion (9.8%),
Church of Ireland (2.8%).
Muslim Population (% of Population): 63,443 (1.3%) in 2016.
Main Muslim Community Organizations: In no specific order: Islamic Cultural
Centre of Ireland; Islamic Centre of Ireland; Muslim Association of Ireland; Ahlul
Bayt Islamic Centre; Irish Sufi Foundation.
Main NGOs Combating Islamophobia: European Network Against Racism Ireland,
Glencree Peace and Reconciliation Centre, and Immigrant Council of Ireland.
1. Raffaele Grotti, Helen Russell, Éamonn Fahey and Betrand Maître, Discrimination and Inequality in Housing
in Ireland, (Irish Human Right and Equality Commission and Economic and Social Research Institute Report,
Dublin: 2018) https://www.ihrec.ie/app/uploads/2018/06/Discrimination-and-Inequality-in-Housing-in-Ireland..
pdf, (Access date: 2 September 2019).
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Far Right Parties: Fringe only, including Identity Ireland and National Party.
Far Right Movements: Generation Identity UK and Ireland.
Far Right Terrorist Organisations: N/A
Limitations to Islamic Practices
− Hijab Ban: Officially none. However, educational institutions are permitted to
decide themselves whether students may/may not wear the hijab to school.
− Halal Slaughter Ban: No
− Minaret Ban: No (local planning decision)
− Circumcision Ban: No
− Burka Ban: No
− Prayer Ban: No
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Introduction
As in previous reports, the following details experiences of anti-Muslim hostility in
the on- and offline contexts. In addition, insights are also provided on experience of
discrimination in a range of contexts. Despite changes in the Irish police recording
practices, the lack of official data on experiences of anti-Muslim hate crime as discussed below is concerning.2 Politically, local and international fringe political actors
continue to undertake anti-Muslim activities across the state. Conversely, the Irish
Taoiseach stated in 2018 that a prohibition on the wearing of the burqa in Ireland
is not planned, short- or long-term. This submission also engages with Irish media
reportage noting the consistency across EIR submissions in the form of problematic
use of language and sensationalist reporting practices vis-a-vis Muslims/Islam.
This report concludes by noting initiatives that are being undertaken by civil society actors in Ireland designed to challenge anti-Muslim racism; additionally,
positive steps have also been taken at the level of the state to prevent discrimination
accessing education. These initiatives are welcome in a national and international context wherein anti-Muslim hostility and discrimination are all too common.
Nonetheless, the evidence presented here of anti-Muslim racism in Ireland demonstrates the urgent need for much more to be done to challenge this phenomenon.

Discussion of Islamophobic Incidents and
Discursive Events
Physical and Verbal Attacks
Statistics on incidents of hate crime in Ireland as reported in the Irish police service
An Garda Síochána (AGS) Annual Report 2017 demonstrate considerable increases in
reported hate crime in Ireland in the years 2013- 2017. However, the report does not
disaggregate across the various ‘discriminatory motivation’ bases and as such it is not
possible to provide insights on officially recorded anti-Muslim hate crimes/incidents
in Ireland.3 Nonetheless, a number of reports of anti-Muslim hostility came to the
fore across 2018. In January, a local politician based in Dublin shared a message on
Twitter that noted the abuse meted out to a young Muslim on local public transport:
Muslim girl I know was abused by a drunk on the Dart from Connolly to
Malahide last night. Followed her carriage to carriage. No one said or did anything
which is shameful. Men sat looking out the window. Poor reflection on us folks.4
2.Amanda Haynes and Jennifer Schweppe, “Lifecycle of a Hate Crime: Country Report for Ireland”, ICCL 2017
https://www.iccl.ie/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Hate-Crime-Report-LR-WEB.pdf, (Access date: 2 September
2019).
3. An Garda Síochána, Annual Report 2017, https://www.garda.ie/en/about-us/our-departments/office-of-corporate-communications/news-media/garda-annual-report-2017.pdf, (Access date: 2 September 2019).
4. Keith Redmond, Twitter, provided by report to ENAR Ireland, https://twitter.com/CllrKRedmond, (Access date:
2 September 2019).
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Media reports in July also detailed the manner in which a Muslim doctor referred to as ‘Amna’ has been subjected to repeated verbal abuse and harassment due
to being identifiably Muslim. Writing online, Amna recalled abuse on public transport by another female passenger that she described as being intoxicated. She also
noted that Muslim women who wear hijab are perceived as “refugees,” “someone
who deserves an insult in the name of religion.”5 Moreover, Muslim women in Ireland face ongoing and consistent anti-Muslim abuse but are fearful of reporting it to
the AGS, and instead “brush it off.”6
Elaborating on experiences of anti-Muslim discrimination, Amna noted how,
when looking for accommodation, one landlord told her that it would be better for
her to “live with her own community”; another, refused her entry to a property as
“she might have a gun in her handbag.”7 Grotti et al. provide insights into experiences of Muslim communities vis-à-vis discrimination in the housing sphere in Ireland.8
While the authors acknowledge that identity characteristics other than religion may
inform experiences of discrimination in housing, they note that “Muslims are particularly over-represented, constituting almost six per cent of the homeless but only
one per cent of total population.”9
Student and activist Somaya Mahmud described her experiences of hostility
while campaigning politically, noting that her “hijab made me a target. My brown
skin made me a target.”10 Mahmud was told, despite being an Irish citizen, she had
“no right to vote on the Constitution” and to “go home” and “visit her family and
maybe make a holiday of it.” As Mahmud notes, such treatment makes young Muslims fearful to voice their opinions and has a chilling effect on political engagement.11
The aftermath of a series of related attacks, one fatal, in the town of Dundalk
witnessed a public demonstration of anti-Muslim hostility. According to Gallagher,
international media outlets (discussed below) and far right organisations were quick
to share content wherein the suspect was referred to as a “halal c**t.”12 A court hear5. Sorcha Pollak, “Muslim Female Doctor Humiliated in Racial Attack on Dublin Bus”, The Irish Times, 4 July
2018, https://www.irishtimes.com/news/crime-and-law/muslim-female-doctor-humiliated-in-racial-attack-on-dublin-bus-1.3553991, (Access date: 2 September 2019).
6. Ibid.
7. Ibid.
8. Grotti, Russell, Fahey, and Maître, Discrimination and Inequality in Housing in Ireland, p. 63.
9. Ibid.
10. Somaya Mahmud, “Campaigning for Repeal: ‘My Hijab Made Me a Target. My Brown Skin Made Me a Target”,
The Journal, 10 June 2018, https://www.thejournal.ie/readme/campaigning-for-repeal-my-hijab-made-me-a-targetmy-brown-skin-made-me-a-target-4053413-Jun2018/, (Access date: 2 September 2019).
11. Ibid.
12. Conor Gallagher, “Reaction to Dundalk Attacks Ranges from Tributes and Sympathy to Racial Slurs; Crowds
Outside Court Shout Abuse at Young Man Charged over Stabbings”, The Irish Times, 6 January 2018, https://www.
irishtimes.com/news/crime-and-law/reaction-to-dundalk-stabbings-ranges-from-sympathy-to-slurs-1.3346332,
(Access date: 2 September 2019).
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ing attended by the accused witnessed scuffles and the shouting of racist epithets by
a large crowd outside. Posters were also placed around the locality that referred to
the incidents as “a direct attack upon Ireland” and Dundalk as “ground zero”;13 this
despite Irish police stating that they could not establish a link to terrorist activity on
the part of the assailant.14
Institutionally, questions must be asked of the practices and policies of the AGS
vis-à-vis their Annual Report 2017. The report notes regular engagement with Muslim communities, imams and youth “in order to prevent any individual or group
within this community posing a threat to the State.”15 The question of radicalisation
among other groups seemingly is not an issue. The effects that this can have on
popular and self-perceptions of Muslim communities in Ireland are negative and
counterproductive to positive initiatives undertaken by the Irish police service in
engaging Muslim communities.

Employment
Amna, noted earlier, also recalled her experiences of discrimination in the workplace.
In one case she was asked at work where she was from. Upon answering, Amna was
told that she should return there when she had finished her studies in Ireland.16

Education
Heretofore, schools in Ireland have had the facility to prioritise admission for children with the same faith ethos as the institution in question, if it was oversubscribed.
This was particularly problematic for Muslims and other faith/non-faith communities in the Irish context given the predominance of Catholic-run primary, and to
lesser extent, secondary schools.17 Research undertaken with Muslim communities
in Ireland has documented experiences of discrimination when it comes to accessing
schools on the basis of religious identity.18 As reported in Irish media in October, the
ability for schools to discriminate at admission on the grounds of religious identity is
to cease with enrolment for the 2019/20 school year.19 Minority religious communi13. Ibid.
14. “Mohammed Morei Charged with Dundalk Murder”, BBC, 4 January 2018, https://www.bbc.com/news/
world-europe-42573012, (Access date: 2 September 2019).
15. An Garda Síochána, An Garda Síochána Annual Report 2017, pp. 38-39.
16. Pollak, Muslim Female Doctor Humiliated in Racial Attack on Dublin Bus.
17. James Carr, “European Islamophobia Report: Ireland 2015”, European Islamophobia Report 2015, ed. Enes Bayraklı and Farid Hafez, (SETA, Istanbul: 2016) http://www.islamophobiaeurope.com/reports/2015/en/EIR_2015_
IRELAND.pdf, (Access date: 2 September 2019).
18. James Carr, “Islamophobia in Dublin: Experiences and How to Respond”, Immigrant Council of Ireland, https://
www.immigrantcouncil.ie/sites/default/files/2017-10/AR%20INT%202016%20Islamophobia%20in%20Dublin%20-%20Experiences%20&%20How%20to%20Respond.pdf, (Access date: 2 September 2019).
19. Carl O’Brien, “Baptism Barrier’ To Be Removed from Primary Schools Next Year”, The Irish Times, 3 October
2018,
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/education/baptism-barrier-to-be-removed-from-primary-schools-nextyear-1.3649317, (Access date: 2 September 2019).
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ties are an exception and will be allowed to prioritise members of their faith to allow
minority religious-run schools to maintain their ethos.20

Politics
The year 2018 again witnessed political anti-Muslim activity in Ireland. In May,
reports emerged online of activity by identitarian group, Generation Identity United
Kingdom and Ireland (GIUK&I), across Ireland.21 In June, further reports of activity
by GIUK&I noted activity in Dublin and Belfast, Northern Ireland involving the
draping of burqas over prominent landmarks accompanied by posters stating “The
New Irish?” and “The Future of Northern Ireland?”22 Reports also emerged that Tore
Rasmussen, originally from Norway and a leading figure in the GIUK&I, was now
living in Ireland. Rasmussen was previously denied entry into the UK as he “pose[d]
a present, genuine, and sufficiently serious threat to the fundamental interests of
society, including to public policy or public security.”23 In October, an online publication listed additional activities undertaken by GIUK&I in Ireland.24 These included banner drops and a visit to the new Asylum Seeker Centre where a poster was
placed on the door as an “Objection to the Great Replacement of Europeans…”25 In
November, a video posted online included an interview undertaken by Rowan Croft
with one of the leaders of GIUK&I, Damhnait McKenna from Belfast, and UK
associate Caolan Robertson. Robertson stated he and others, including Canadian
Lauren Southern, were going to visit locations in Ireland that have had an “influx of
refugees” to film about immigration in Europe.’26 Ms Southern is also alleged to have
been previously denied access to the UK.27
The fringe political party Identity Ireland (II) posted some of their activity online in October. II leader Peter O’Loughlin discussed his party’s opposition to the
planned construction of a mosque in Kilkenny.28 O’Loughlin claimed that Islam was
20. Ibid.
21. “Kilkenny Action against Fraudulent Sinn Féin”, Kilkenny Journal, 18 May 2018 https://kilkennyjournal.wordpress.com/2018/11/26/kilkenny-action-against-fraudulent-sinn-fein/, (Access date: 2 September 2019).
22. Séan Fahey, “Far-Right Activist Denied UK Entry Running Anti-immigration Group in Ireland”, Buzzfeed,
26 June 2018, https://www.buzz.ie/news/far-right-activist-denied-uk-entry-running-group-ireland-289982?utm_
source=email, (Access date: 2 September 2019).
23. Ibid.
24. “Spotlight: Generation Identity”, The Tricolour, 24 October 2018, http://www.thetricolour.com/Articles/183/
politics/Spotlight-:-Generation-Identity/l4510624/, (Access date: 3 September 2019).
25. Ibid.
26. Grand Torino, “Grand Torino with Caolan Roberston”, Youtube, 23 November 2018, https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=PootYCdNbOw, (Access date: 3 September 2019).
27. Maya Oppenheim, “Lauren Southern: Far-Right Canadian Activist Detained in Calais and Banned from Entering UK”, The Independent (UK), 13 March 2018, https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/laurensouthern-far-right-canada-racist-calais-detain-uk-ban-enter-visa-a8254116.html, (Access date: 4 September 2019).
28. Identity Ireland, Youtube, “Identity Ireland Opposes Kilkenny Mosque”, 9 October 2018 https://www.youtube.
com/watch?time_continue=9&v=tR8YDw4QiO8, (Access date: 4 September 2019).
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“destroying” cities in Europe and warned of the risk of “Sharia courts”, “rape gangs”,
and ‘grooming gangs” should the mosque be built.29 In April, a public meeting was
organised by Teachta Dála (TD) (Member of Parliament) John McGuinness and his
son Local Councillor Andrew McGuinness on the topic of the construction of the
proposed Kilkenny mosque and associated community centre; both are members of
the mainstream Fianna Fáil political party.30 The purpose of the meeting, according
to local imam Ibrahim Ndure, was to address the local community’s “questions and
concerns.”31 According to media reports, “shouting and heckling dominated the two
hour event.”32 Objections to the construction ostensibly centred on traffic and parking concerns as well as the proximity to a local burial ground. While some supported
the construction, others were overt in their anti-Muslim sentiment.
We don’t want a mosque. This is not just for the Muslims of Kilkenny. They
are going to come from all of Tipperary, Wexford. This is Kilkenny, not Mecca.
Don’t be bringing people down here. Don’t build the mosque. We don’t want it.
You have to respect our culture – for us to respect you, respect us first.33

Media reports claimed the event “descended into chaos with some shouting
racist comments at the imam and members of the Muslim community who were
present.”34 Imam Ndure cited social media platforms as providing “misleading and
false information” as playing a key role in the abuse experienced on the evening.35
Despite the collection of over one-thousand petition signatures (organised by Eugene McGuinness, brother of John McGuinness [TD] above) and the submission
of forty formal planning objections, the mosque development was granted planning
permission in September.36
Interestingly, in August, Irish Taoiseach Leo Varadkar, when asked if he would
be in favour of placing a prohibition on the wearing of the burqa in public settings,
responded by stating that “there were no plans to do that.” Varadkar continued,
29. Ibid.
30. “This Is Kilkenny, Not Mecca: Angry Opposition to Mosque plan: Fianna Fáil TD John McGuinness Calls for
Calm at Heated Meeting”, The Irish Times, 13 April 2018, https://www.irishtimes.com/news/ireland/irish-news/
this-is-kilkenny-not-mecca-angry-opposition-to-mosque-plan-1.3461036?mode=sample&auth-failed=1&pw-origin=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.irishtimes.com%2Fnews%2Fireland%2Firish-news%2Fthis-is-kilkenny-not-mecca-angry-opposition-to-mosque-plan-1.3461036, (Access date: 4 September 2019).
31. Ibid.
32. Ibid.
33. Ibid.
34. Katie O’Neill, “Imam Blames Facebook Fake News for Abuse at Kilkenny Mosque Plan Meeting,” The Times,
16 April 2018, https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/imam-blames-facebook-fake-news-for-abuse-at-mosque-planmeeting-05zldsrh9, (Access date: 4 September 2019).
35. Ibid.
36. Conor Kane, “Permission Granted for Controversial Mosque in Kilkenny”, The Irish Times, 27 September
2018,
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/social-affairs/permission-granted-for-controversial-mosque-in-kilkenny-1.3643877 , (Access date: 4 September 2019).
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My view on it… I don’t like it but I think people are entitled to wear what
they want to wear. I believe in the freedom of religion. I don’t agree with the doctrine of every religion or necessarily any religion, but I do believe in the freedom
of religion.37

Media
The following necessarily limited analysis of media in the Irish context centres on print
media reports made in 2018 vis-à-vis Muslims/Islam in Ireland. It is important to
underscore that the following analysis should not be taken as exhaustive of all media
coverage of Muslims/Islam in Ireland; such an analysis is beyond the scope of this report. As per previous EIR submissions on Ireland, specific periods of time and selected
media coverage were chosen in order to delimit the focus of analysis for this report.38
As noted, 2018 commenced with news of a series of attacks (one fatal) undertaken by a man believed to be of Egyptian nationality in the town of Dundalk.39
While accompanied by cautions of not “reading too much, too early in the Dundalk
attacks,” a piece in the Irish Times cited a source which stated that the event “fits the
wider European pattern by the look of it”;… ‘which would suggest terrorism - a
dis-enchanted young Muslim man, no sense of former issues with mental health or
criminality.”40 The speculation associating Muslims/Islam with the incident in the
absence of evidence is unhelpful, with potentially stigmatising effects on Muslims/Islam in Ireland. Greater reflexivity on the part of media producers would be welcome
in this area. Mohammed Morei, the man who committed the attacks, was charged
with the murder of Japanese national Yosuke Sasaki but the AGS stated that they
“found no established link to indicate the attacks… were terror-related.”41
37. Christina Finn, “Leo Varadkar: ‘There Will Be No Burqa Ban in Ireland”, The Journal, 5 August 2018, https://
www.thejournal.ie/no-burqa-ban-ireland-4161037-Aug2018/, (Access date: 4 September 2019).
38. See Lexis Nexis, “Home,” (2019) retrieved January 8, 2018, http://bis.lexisnexis.co.uk/products/newsdesk. Four
critical events were chosen for the purpose of analysis, namely, media reports following a fatal attack in Dundalk
town; media coverage around the topic of FGM and the comments of a leading Irish Muslim; a documentary on the
presence of ‘jihadis’ in Ireland and associated media coverage; and finally, media reports following the terrorist attack
in the Strasbourg Christmas Market in December 2018. Media reports relating to Muslims and Islam on the day
that these events took place and in the seven subsequent days were sourced using the Nexis media database search
platform and subjected to analysis. The publications included in the search of Nexis media database were The Irish
Daily Mail, The Irish Examiner, The Irish Independent, The Irish Times, The Irish Mirror.ie, The Sunday Independent,
The Sunday Business Post, and archival coverage (as noted by Nexis). The search terms used on the Nexis database
were, for example, “Muslim! OR Islam! AND Dundalk” – only the location/core topic was changed in each search
but remaining terms were maintained. A limited number of critical case examples of media reports outside of those
listed in the analysis parameters above are also included.
39. Ken Foy, Elaine Keogh, Ryan Nugent and Robin Schiller, ‘Gardaí trawl Two Mobile Phones for Terror Links
to Knifeman After Killing,’ The Irish Independent, 4 January 2018; The Journal, ‘‘Dundalk Stabbing Accused Mohamed Morei’s Nationality Still Unknown 92 Days After Murder’’, https://www.thejournal.ie/dundalk-stabbingmohamed-morei-court-3942710-Apr2018/ , (Access date: 4 September 2019).
40. Peter Murtagh, ‘Nature of Attack Raises Concerns over Terror,’ The Irish Times, 4 January 2018.
41. “Teen Charged with Murder of Japanese Man in Dundalk”, RTÉ, 5 January 2018, https://www.rte.ie/news/
ireland/2018/0104/931001-dundalk/, (Access date: 4 September 2019).
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On a positive note, there was also evidence of nuance in reports relating to the
Dundalk case. Gallagher noted the manner in which the reaction to the attacks
went beyond Irish-based media and that “US, far-right news sites [that] seized
on the stabbings as ‘Ireland’s first Islamic terrorist attack’.”42 The perspectives of
Muslim individuals were featured by some media outlets, providing insights on
their feelings of frustration at being viewed with suspicion in the aftermath of
such events.43
In February, comments made by a leading figure in Islam in Ireland, Dr Ali Selim, on television attracted critical media attention which was problematic at times.
Speaking to RTÉ, Selim stated that “I’m not an advocate of female genital mutilation
but I am an advocate of female circumcision.”44 Selim’s comments were subject to
criticism from within Muslim communities and without; the presence of the former
in the media again demonstrating the manner in which some outlets provided Muslim professionals with a platform to critically engage with the issue.45 However, there
were also those reports that problematically described FGM as a “repulsive Muslim
practice.”46 This latter report also praised the outspoken Sheikh Dr Umar al-Qadri
“as the only one to take a stand against Selim.”47
As noted in previous EIR submissions for the Irish context, media reporting in
the past in Ireland on the topic of Muslims/Islam has held a sensationalist element.
This in particular relates to the risk of a terrorist attack in the state.48 Of particular
note was the television documentary entitled Ireland’s Jihadis.49 This documentary
included interviews with a Muslim woman who claimed that she was previously
radicalised and also acquainted with individuals involved in terrorist attacks in London; at least one of whom also spent some time in Ireland.50 The documentary also
included an interview with Sheikh Dr Umar al-Qadri who has been outspoken vis-à42. Gallagher, Reaction to Dundalk Attacks Ranges from Tributes and Sympathy to Racial Slurs.
43. Sorcha Pollak, “Muslim Community Warns against Dangers of Kneejerk Reaction; Islamic Leaders Urge Irish to
Remember Own Experiences of Predjudice”, The Irish Times, 5 January 2018, https://www.irishtimes.com/news/
social-affairs/muslims-call-on-irish-people-to-resist-blaming-islam-for-attacks-1.3345225, (Access date: 4 September 2019).
44. Elaine Edwards and Aine McMahon, “Doctors Says FGM Comments Incorrect”, The Irish Times, 1 February 2018, https://www.irishtimes.com/news/health/view-of-muslim-academic-on-fgm-highly-dangerous-obstetrician-says-1.3386909, (Access date: 4 September 2019).
45. Ibid.
46. Ed Power, “Ireland’s Jihadis Review: Portrait of Establishment Which Seems to Believe Best Defence against
Terrorism Is Complacency”, The Irish Independent, 26 September 2018, https://www.independent.ie/entertainment/television/tv-reviews/irelands-jihadis-review-portrait-of-establishment-which-seems-to-believe-best-defence-against-terrorism-is-complacency-37358547.html, (Access date: 4 September 2019).
47. Ibid.
48. Carr, European Islamophobia Report: Ireland 2017.
49. Orlared, “Ireland’s Jihadis: True Lives Paul Williams Documentary”, Youtube, 2 October 2018, https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=Ia029xhQioE, (Access date: 4 September 2019).
50. Power, Ireland’s Jihadis review.
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vis extremism in Ireland.51 As with 2017 media reports, the documentary, presented
Ireland as a soft target for terrorism and a base for ‘Islamic extremists.’52
Arguably as problematic as the documentary itself were the various print media
reports surrounding its broadcast. The following provide some insight:
“Radicalised Irish woman claims there are 150 Islamic extremists living in Ireland; Aaliyah said that she had been influenced by the 9/11 attacks and she converted to Islam after she moved to the UK.”53
“Ireland a ‘safe haven’ for jihadists targeting UK and Europe.”54
“HIDING’ At least 150 Islamic extremists living in Ireland, claims friend of
terrorist involved in last year’s London Bridge attack.”55
The year 2018 concluded with the horrific attack at the Strasbourg Christmas
Market. Resonating with the incidents discussed above, reporting that could serve
to label and implicate all Muslims/Islam in terrorist attacks was evident where the
attacker’s religion was specifically referred to. Apparently indicating a religious motivation to the attacks, one newspaper ran with the following:
Strasbourg Christmas market shooting: First picture of suspect Cherif
Chekatt; Cherif Chekatt, 29, shouted ‘Allahu Akbar’ as he killed two people and
injured 14 others in the gun attack, say prosecutors.56

Justice System
At the time of writing Ireland remains devoid of hate crime legislation. As such,
Muslim communities are without specific legal means to challenge experiences of
hate crime in Ireland. Speaking publicly in July, Chief Commissioner of the Irish
Human Rights and Equality Commission, Emily Logan, assessed Ireland as being
deficient in this regard.57
51. Ibid.
52. Fiona Dillon, “Up to 150 Islamic Extremists Living Here, Claims ‘Irish Jihadi”, The Herald, 24 September
2018.
53. Aakanksha Surve, “Radicalised Irish Woman Claims There Are 150 Islamic Extremists Living in Ireland; Aaliyah
Said That She Had Been Influenced by the 9/11 Attacks and She Converted to Islam after She Moved to the UK,”
The Irish Mirror, 25 September 2018, https://www.irishmirror.ie/tv/irelands-jihadis-documentary-isis-extremism-13303589, (Access date: 4 September 2019).
54. Paul Williams, “Ireland a ‘Safe Haven’ for Jihadists Targeting UK and Europe”, The Irish Independent, 24 September 2018, https://www.independent.ie/irish-news/how-ireland-is-a-safe-haven-for-jihadists-targeting-uk-andeurope-37346987.html, (Access date: 4 September 2019).
55. Nicola Bardon, “At Least 150 Islamic Extremists Living in Ireland, Claims Friend of Terrorist Involved in Last
Year’s London Bridge Attack”, The Sun, 26 September 2018, https://www.thesun.ie/news/3169768/number-islamic-extremists-ireland-london-bridge-terrorist-friend/, (Access date: 4 September 2019).
56. Chris Kitching, “Strasbourg Christmas Market Shooting: First Picture of Suspect Cherif Chekatt”, Irish Mirror, 12 December 2018, https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/breaking-strasbourg-christmas-market-shooting-13723355?_ga=2.7552826.929716391.1562242219-1134242485.1562242222, (Access date: 4 September
2019).
57. “Irish Legislation Is Inadequate: Are Hate Crimes on the Rise?”, Irish Examiner, 5 July 2018, https://www.irishexaminer.com/breakingnews/views/ourview/irish-legislation-is-inadequate-are-hate-crimes-on-the-rise-853084.html,
(Access date: 4 September 2019).
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Internet
In 2018, Siapera et al. published research findings on the topic of online hate speech.58
The authors argue that anti-Muslim racism online can be categorised under four headings: “terrorism; clash of civilisations; Muslim men as misogynist and sexually deviant;
and a general unspecified antipathy.”59 Siapera et al. provide evidence from both Facebook and Twitter, noting the role key ‘trigger events’ play in informing negative online
discourses.60 Examples of online activity provided by Siapera et al. include:61
“Islam is an existential and real threat to the European way of life. I commend
you for speaking out as you are entitled to” (Facebook post)
“whilst your average moohamiden has 3 or 4 wives and at least a dozen mini
moohamiden’s” (Twitter post)

Central Figures in the Islamophobia Network
As noted in previous EIR submissions for Ireland and indeed above, central figures
engaging in anti-Muslim/Islam discourses and activities in Ireland include Identity
Ireland, the National Party, Generation Identity UK and Ireland, and associates.
Relatedly, and as noted above, it could be alleged that key individuals in this area in
Ireland include: Peter O’Loughlin, Justin Barrett, Tore Rasmussen, Dahmnait McKenna, and Rowan Croft. In the case of the latter, earlier in 2018, Croft interviewed
Anne Marie Waters, a person outspoken against Muslims and Islam. During this
interview various Islamophobic claims were made both by Croft and Waters.62 Importantly, this interview, and indeed the presence of Rasmussen and GI UK&I, again
underscores the connectivity between those who espouse anti-Muslim, anti-Islam
discourses in Ireland with those from the broader international context.

Observed Civil Society and
Political Assessment and Initiatives
The Gleencree Centre for Peace and Reconciliation organised a series of events across
2018 in conjunction with a range of Muslim community groups.63 The aim of these
events was for a range of governmental organisations and Muslim communities rep58. Eugenia Siapera, Elena Moreo and Jiang Zhou, Hate Track: Tracking and Monitoring Racist Speech Online, (Irish
Human Rights and Equality Commission Report, Dublin: 2018) https://www.ihrec.ie/app/uploads/2018/11/HateTrack-Tracking-and-Monitoring-Racist-Hate-Speech-Online.pdf, (Access date: 4 September 2019).
59. Ibid., p. 36.
60. Ibid.
61. Ibid.
62. Grand Torino, “Grand Torino with Anne Marie Waters”, Youtube, 21 May 2018, https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=sPal0IrnfcE, (Access date: 4 September 2019).
63. Glencree, “Dialogues with Muslim Communities of Ireland Report”, (The Glencree Centre for Peace and Reconciliation, Wicklow: 2018), http://glencree.ie/ihrec-event/, (Access date: 4 September 2019).
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resentatives to “engage… in dialogue… on the issues of human rights and equality”
with Islamophobia as a focal point.64
Work continues on the development of a secondary/high-school level teaching
resource designed to directly challenge anti-Muslim hostility and discrimination.
This resource is being developed in partnership with professional consultants, the
NGO Immigrant Council of Ireland, local Muslim communities, and the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe’s Office for Democratic Institutions
and Human Rights.65
Broader initiatives in the civil society sector include that of the Coalition Against
Hate Crime Ireland (CAHCI), the purpose of which is to “promote meaningful reform of the law, policy and practice as it relates to hate crime in Ireland.”66 In late
2018, members of CAHCI met with representatives of the AGS to discuss challenging hate crime in Ireland (Communication from CAHCI).67

Conclusion and Policy Recommendations
This report details experiences of anti-Muslim hostility and discrimination in Ireland. Local and international fringe political actors continue to undertake anti-Muslim activities/campaigns. Irish media reportage evidences a consistency in the continued form of problematic language and sensationalist reporting vis-à-vis Muslims
and Islam. Some encouraging civil society initiatives have been noted above which
are designed to directly challenge anti-Muslim racism. While positive steps have also
been taken at the level of the state to prevent discrimination accessing education,
the evidence presented here underscores the urgent need for more to be done to
challenge anti-Muslim racism in Ireland. The following policy recommendations, if
addressed, would go some way towards challenging Islamophobia in Ireland.
• The Irish government must implement hate crime legislation.
• The official recording of anti-Muslim and broader forms of hate crime must
be improved. Current practice is not fit for purpose.
• Efforts must continue to encourage greater reflexivity relating to reporting
Muslims/Islam issues among media actors in Ireland.
• Official action must be taken against political groupings that target and
incite hatred towards minority communities.
• Counter-radicalisation strategies in Ireland must not single out Muslim
communities as being the only communities susceptible to ‘radicalisation.’
64. Ibid.
65. “OSCE/ODIHR, Ireland’s Immigrant Council Hold Consultations in Dublin to Develop Educational Materials
to Counter Intolerance against Muslims”, Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe, https://www.osce.
org/odihr/349376, (Access date: 4 September 2019).
66. “Coalition against Hate Crime”, ENAR Ireland, http://enarireland.org/the-national-steering-group-againsthate-crime/, (Access date: 4 September 2019).
67. Work between the AGS and CAHCI is ongoing at the time of writing.
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Chronology
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

03.01.2018: Series of attacks in Dundalk involving man believed to be of
Egyptian nationality, followed by Islamophobic media coverage.
08.02.2018: Leading figure in Islam in Ireland makes comments regarding
FGM on Irish television, followed by Islamophobic media coverage.
12.04.2018: Public information session regarding mosque construction in
Kilkenny.
21.05.2018: Grand Torino interview between Rowan Croft and Anne Marie
Waters.
May & June 2018: Reports of on-street activity by Generation Identity UK
and Ireland.
10.06.2018: Reports in media of harassment towards activist Somaya Mahmud.
04.07.2018: Reports in media of hostility and discrimination as experienced by ‘Amna.’
26.09.2018: Ireland’s Jihadis documentary airs on Irish television.
November 2018: Generation Identity UK and Ireland, accompanied by
associates, film at various locations around Ireland.
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