addresses a still timely and politically important issue. All 32 country reports

included in this book follow a unique structure that is convenient, first, for comparing
countries and, second, for selected readings on a particular topic such as politics, employment, or education with regard to Islamophobia across Europe.
The present report investigates in detail the underlying dynamics that directly or indirectly
support the rise of anti-Muslim racism in Europe. This extends from Islamophobic statements spread in national media to laws and policies that restrain the fundamental rights
of European Muslim citizens and threaten the whole of society. As a result, the European
Islamophobia Report 2019 discusses the impact of anti-Muslim racism on human rights,
multiculturalism, and the state of law in Europe.
This fifth edition of our report highlights how European societies are progressively overwhelmed by the Islamophobic discourse of the “Great Replacement” and other far-right
conspiracy theories. The 32 country reports demonstrate how governments and mainstream media participate in reproducing such discourses that put the fundamental rights of
millions of European citizens in jeopardy and how one can counteract these developments.
This compendium of useful insights and data aims to provide European policy-makers,
institutions, and NGOs with recommendations on how to tackle anti-Muslim racism in
Europe seriously.
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Executive Summary
In 2019, 871 hate crimes against Muslims were reported to the police. Fifty-eight
of them were crimes against Muslim religious sites and in 46 crimes Muslims were
physically injured by anti-Muslim racists. The numbers of Brandeilig, an initiative
against attacks on mosques, are even higher than those of the police: Brandeilig
counted 122 attacks on mosques in 2019. The year was also a year of right-wing terror with three right wing-motivated murders. Walter Lübcke, who had campaigned
for the admission of refugees, was murdered by a right-wing extremist in Kassel. In a
racist attack in Halle, a woman was killed in front of a synagogue and a man in a kebab shop. Sawsan Chebli, a politician, and Seda Başay-Yıldız, a lawyer, have received
death threats from right-wing extremists, and many Muslims have been discriminated against or even attacked by racists. The electoral success of the Islamophobic party
Alternative for Germany (AfD) can largely be explained by the derogation of Islam
and Muslims by a large part of the electorate. Unilateral media reports on crime by
foreigners and terror as well as dull generalisation foster the normalisation of hostility to Muslims. The anti-Islamic AfD receives its intellectual superstructure from
right-wing masterminds and publicists, whose main goals are to prevent an alleged
Islamisation of German culture and to produce “cultural purity”. Despite the many
negative events there are also a lot of organisations in Germany that act against Islamophobia and a strong civil society that demonstrates against racism and the AfD.
However, there is still a lot to do. Although there is broad and decades-old research
on the causes of prejudice, racism, and right-wing extremism, research results are still
being ignored by politics. The reduction of Islamophobia in many arenas of society
such as work, education, state institutions, civil society, etc. should have top priority. Successful prevention programmes, especially in the youth field, that promote
empathy and contacts between Muslims and non-Muslims should be long-term and
not short-term. Right-wing extremism has to be fought more and the media should
also be asked to report responsibly and in a differentiated way with less focus on “bad
news” about Muslims.
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Zusammenfassung
In 2019 wurden bei der Polizei 871 Hassverbrechen gegen Muslime angezeigt. 58
von diesen waren Verbrechen gegen muslimische religiöse Städten und in 46 Verbrechen wurde Muslime körperlich von Rassisten verletzt. Die Zahlen von Brandeilig,
einer Organisation gegen Angriffe auf Moscheen, sind sogar noch höher als die der
Polizeistatistik. Brandeilig zählte 122 Angriffe auf Moscheen. Das Jahr war auch ein
Jahr des rechten Terrors mit drei rechsextrem motivierten Morden. Walter Lübcke,
der sich für die Aufnahme von Flüchtlingen eingesetzt hatte, wurde seine Menschlichkeit zum Schicksal als ein Rechtextremist ihn ermordete. Bei einem rassistischen
Anschlag in Halle wurde eine Frau vor einer Synagoge und ein Mann in einem Dönerimbiss getötet. Die Politikerin Sawsan Chebli und die Anwältin Seda Başay-Yıldız
erhielten Morddrohungen von Rechtsextremen und viele Menschen wurden diskriminiert oder sogar angegriffen, weil sie als Muslime für Rassisten erkennbar waren.
Die Wahlerfolge der islamophoben Partei Alternative für Deutschland (AfD) lassen
sich durch die Ablehnung des Islam und der Muslime durch einen Großteil der Wählerschaft erklären. Einseitige Medienberichte über Kriminalität durch Ausländer und
Terror sowie dumpfe Pauschalisierungen tragen mit dazu bei, dass Muslimfeindlichkeit normalisiert wird. Die islamfeindliche AfD erhält ihren intellektuellen Überbau
durch rechte Vordenker und Publizisten, deren Hauptziele die Verhinderung einer
angeblichen Islamisierung der deutschen Kultur und die Herstellung „kultureller
Reinheit“ ist. Trotz der vielen negativen Ereignisse gibt es in Deutschland allerdings
auch viele Organisationen, die gegen Islamfeindlichkeit vorgehen und zudem eine
starke Zivilgesellschaft, die gegen Rassismus und die AfD demonstriert. Trotzdem
ist noch eine Menge zu tun. Obwohl es eine breite und jahrzehntealte Forschung zu
den Ursachen von Vorurteilen, Rassismus und Rechtsextremismus gibt, werden diese
noch zu stark von der Politik ignoriert. Der Abbau von Islamophobie in vielen Arenen der Gesellschaft wie Arbeit, Bildung staatliche Institutionen, Zivilgesellschaft
etc. sollte hohe Priorität haben. Erfolgreiche Präventionsprogrammen vor allem im
Jugendbereich, die Empathie und Kontakte zwischen Muslimen und Nicht-Muslimen fördern, sollten langfristig und nicht kurzfristig angelegt sein. Rechtsextremismus muss stärker bekämpft werden und auch die Medien sind in der Verantwortung
differenziert zu berichten und weniger „bad news“ über Muslime zu verbreiten.
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Country Profile
EIR 2019
Country: Germany
Type of Regime: Federal and Representative Democracy
Form of Government: Federal parliamentary republic, head of government:
chancellor
Ruling Parties: Christian Democratic Party (CDU)/Christian Social Union
(CSU) and the Social Democratic Party (SPD)
Opposition Parties: The Greens, The Left, the FDP (FDP.The Liberals), the
Alternative for Germany (AfD), independent candidates
Last Elections: 2017 Elections – CDU/CSU 33% (246 seats), SPD 20.5%
(153 seats), AfD 12.6% (94 seats), FDP 10.7% (80 seats), The Left 9.2% (69 seats),
Greens 8.9% (67 seats)
Total Population: 83.1 million (Federal Statistical Office, Germany; June 2019)
Major Languages: German
Official Religion: Christianity
Statistics on Islamophobia: According to official police crime statistics 871
Islamophobic crimes have been reported in Germany. Fifty-eight of the reported
crimes were committed against Muslim religious sites. In 2019, a total of 46 Islamophobic crimes were reported in which victims were physically injured. Brandeilig,
an initiative against attacks on mosques, counted 122 attacks on mosques in 2019.
Statistics on Racism and Discrimination: In their report on hate crimes the
Federal Ministry of the Interior, Building and Community show that in the year
2018, 1,725 racist crimes were reported to the police of which 259 were violent; 910
hate crimes were Islamophobic, of which 74 were violent. A report of a counselling
centre for discriminated pupils in Berlin (ADAS) reveals that discrimination based
on ethnic origin and/or religion in the period from June 2016 to April 2018 played a
role in 137 of the reported cases (83%). Ninety-seven reports related to ethnic origin
and 40 to religion or belief. Seventy-eighty per cent of the reports of discrimination
based on religion related to Islam. The German police also appearto have problems
regarding racist attitudes and behaviour. A representative study from 2017 shows
that 14% of black people in Germany have experienced racial profiling in the past
five years.
Major Religions (% of Population): Christianity (53.17%), Without Religion
(38%), Islam (approximately 5.4 to 5.7%)
Muslim Population (% of Population): Between 4.4 and 4.7 million people
(estimated).
Main Muslim Community Organizations: Turkish-Islamic Union for Religious Affairs (DITIB); Ahmadiyya Muslim Jamaat Germany (AMJ); Islamic Community Millî Görüş (IGMG); Central Council of Muslims in Germany (ZMD);
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Union of Islamic Cultural Centres (VIKZ); Islamic Community of Shia Communities in Germany (IGS)
Main NGOs Combating Islamophobia: Netzwerk gegen Diskriminierung und
Islamfeindlichkeit (CLAIM) lists 37 NGOs: Salaam-Schalom-Initiative; Katholische
Erwachsenenbildung im Land Sachsen-Anhalt e.V. (KEB); Gesicht Zeigen! Für ein
weltoffenes Deutschland e.V.; Muslimisches Jugendwerk;, Interkulturelles Institut
für Inklusion e.V.; Türkische Gemeinde in Deutschland (TGD); Arbeitsgemeinschaft
der Evangelischen Jugend in Deutschland; Junge Islam Konferenz; AWO – Nicht
in meinen Namen; La Red e.V.; Rat muslimischer Studierender und Akademiker;
Breaking Up; Fair International; Kreuzberger Initiative gegen Antisemitismus; NIR
– Netzwerk gegen Islamfeindlichkeit und Rassismus Leipzig e.V.; 5hoch4 – Jugendclub im Netz; WoW – With or Without; ufuq.de; Inssan e.V.; RAHMA; Minor;
isaar; Begegnungs- und Fortbildungszentrum muslimischer Frauen e.V.; Al-Etidal
Bremen – Gegen Radikalisierung & Extremismus; AntiDiskriminierungsBüro Köln;
Muslimrat München e.V.; JUMA — jung, muslimisch; aktiv; Bildungsteam Berlin Brandenburg e.V.; Antidiskriminierungsnetzwerk Berlin des Türkischen Bundes
in Berlin-Brandenburg; Zentrum für Europäische und Orientalische Kultur e.V.;
Verband binationaler Familien und Partnerschaften, Mosaik e.V.; Anlaufstelle für
Diskriminierungsschutz an Schulen (ADAS); Aktionsbündnis muslimischer Frauen;
Abrahamisches Forum; Stiftung gegen Rassismus; Muslimische Jugend in Deutschland e.V.
Far-Right Parties: Alternative for Germany (AfD), National Democratic Party
Germany (NDP), Die Rechte, Der III. Weg, Bürgerbewegung Pro NRW
Far-Right Movements: Identitäre Bewegung, Reichsbürgerbewegung, PEGIDA
Far-Right Terrorist Organizations: Gruppe Nordadler, Kameradschaft Aryans,
Atomwaffen Division, Gruppe S
Limitations to Islamic Practices:
ű Hijab Ban: A ban on the hijab exists for people holding official offices such
as in courts (or being a lawyer), in school (schoolteacher), or entering the
police force.
ű Halal Slaughter Ban: None
ű Minaret Ban: None
ű Circumcision Ban: None
ű Burka Ban: None
ű Prayer Ban: None
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Introduction
For many years, results from German studies have revealed that about half of the
population in Germany has Islamophobic views. In the Bertelsmann Stiftung’s Religion Monitor 2019, 50% of the population of West Germany and 57% of the
population of East Germany state that Islam is a threat to them1 and in the Leipzig
authoritarianism study from 2018, 42% of West Germans and 51% of East Germans agree on the statement that Muslims should be prohibited from immigrating
to Germany.2 Since 2016 polarisation and radicalisation processes in Germany in
the wake of the so-called refugee crisis can be viewed, which led to an increasing
authoritarian aggression against Muslims.3 In addition, the Islamophobic Alternative
for Germany (AfD) with a strong right-wing extremist faction achieved considerable
election successes on the federal level - also in 2019. The questions about a leading
German culture (“Leitkultur”) and whether Islam belongs to Germany are not only
discussed by right-wing populists, but are also part of the debate of the political
centre. Furthermore, media coverage on Islam and Muslims in Germany is very
much focused on bad news. Reports of terrorism, clan crime, and honour killings
contribute to the fact that the non-Muslim population in Germany is more likely
to reject Muslims, especially in those regions where only few Muslims live. Many
Germans are unable to correct their negative image through social contacts with
Muslims.4 Most Germans are not even aware of the many facets of Islam with its
many different religious communities and its plurality. As it seems, Islamophobia
is omnipresent in key areas of German society. This report summarises significant
events related to Islamophobia and anti-Muslim racism in 2019, and in this context
describes the extent and forms of Islamophobia in various arenas of society such as
employment, education, politics, media, justice, and the Internet. Islamophobia is
not just a problem for Muslims. It shakes the basic democratic values and also leads
to division of society and tendencies of co-radicalisation and thus possibly to a spiral
of violence. The report also refers to some of the many organisations in Germany
that actively campaign against Islamophobia. The last part briefly outlines what can
be done politically in the fight against Islamophobia and anti-Muslim racism.
1. Gert Pickel, Weltanschauliche Vielfalt und Demokratie. Wie sich religiöse Pluralität auf die politische Kultur auswirkt,
(Bertelsmann Stiftung, Gütersloh: 2019), https://www.bertelsmann-stiftung.de/fileadmin/files/BSt/Publikationen/
GrauePublikationen/Religionsmonitor_Vielfalt_und_Demokratie_7_2019.pdf, (Access date: 10 March 2020).
2. Oliver Decker and Elmar Brähler, Flucht ins Autoritäre. Rechtsextreme Dynamiken in der Mitte der Gesellschaft,
(Psychosozial-Verlag, Gießen: 2018).
3. Oliver Decker, Johannes Kiess and Elmar Brähler, Die enthemmte Mitte. Autoritäre und rechtsextreme Einstellung in
Deutschland, (Psychosozial-Verlag, Gießen: 2016).
4. Gert Pickel and Alexander Yendell, “Islam als Bedrohung?”, Zeitschrift für vergleichende Politikwissenschaft, 10
(3-4) (2016), pp. 273–309; Alexander Yendell, “Warum die Bevölkerung Ostdeutschlands gegenüber Muslimen
ablehnender eingestellt ist als die Bevölkerung Westdeutschlands”, Grenzen der Toleranz Wahrnehmung und Akzeptanz religiöser, (Springer, Wiesbaden: 2014).
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Discussion of Islamophobic Incidents and
Discursive Events
Physical and Verbal Attacks
- Documented Anti-Muslim Hate Crimes
It is difficult to make a statement about the exact number of crimes with an Islamophobic background. The reason is that police statistics only focus on the reported
cases. What matters in this context is whether people report such incidents. Representatives of Muslims in Germany as well as German politicians criticise the procedure of how crimes are classified as they believe the German police does not classify
enough crimes as Islamophobic.5 Therefore, we do not have adequate knowledge
about all committed crimes with Islamophobic background and can only speculate
that the number of unreported cases is significantly higher. In 2019 871 Islamophobic crimes were reported in Germany.6 58 of the reported crimes were committed
against Muslim religious sites. In 2019, a total of 46 Islamophobic crimes were reported in which victims were physically injured. Eight people were arrested for committing an Islamophobic crime. Brandeilig, an initiative against attacks on mosques,
counted 122 attacks on mosques in 2019. This number differs from the official police statistics.
In May 2019, the Ministry of the Interior published the case numbers on politically motivated crimes in 2018. The report shows that 910 crimes with an Islamophobic background were committed in 2018 (in 2017 this number was 1,075) of
which 840 were assigned to the category of politically motivated crimes associated
with the political right.
- Major Incidents in the Context of Right-Wing Extremism
Again, in 2019 it became clear that Germany has a huge problem with right-wing
extremism. Besides the remarkable successes of the far-right and anti-Islam party
Alternative for Germany (AfD) in the state elections in Brandenburg, Saxony, and
Thuringia, two events attracted worldwide attention. On 2 June 2019, Kassel’s dis5. Till-Reimer Stoldt, “Werden islamfeindliche Straftaten übersehen?”, Die Welt, 22 July 2019, https://www.welt.
de/regionales/nrw/article197230655/Uebergriffe-in-NRW-Werden-islamfeindliche-Straftaten-uebersehen.html,
(Access date: 12 February 2020).
6. “Antwort der Bundesregierung zur kleinen Anfrage Islamfeindlichkeit und antimuslimische Straftaten im ersten
Quartal 2019”, Deutscher Bundestag (Drucksache19/10570); “Antwort der Bundesregierung zur kleinen Anfrage
Islamfeindlichkeit und antimuslimische Straftaten im zweiten Quartal 2019”, Bundesministerium des Innern, Bau
und Heimat, https://www.ulla-jelpke.de/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Islamfeindlichkeit_2_2019.pdf, (Access
date: 11 March 2020); “auf die Kleine Anfrage der Abgeordneten Ulla Jelpke, Dr. André Hahn, Gökay Akbulut,
weiterer Abgeordneter und der Fraktion DIE LINKE”, Deutscher Bundestag (Drucksache19/10570), http://dip21.
bundestag.de/dip21/btd/19/105/1910570.pdf, (Access date: 11 March 2020); “Antwort der Bundesregierung zur
kleinen Anfrage Islamfeindlichkeit und antimuslimische Straftaten im dritten Quartal 2019”, Deutscher Bundestag (Drucksache 9/15647); “Kleine Anfrage der Abeordneten Ulla Jelpke u.a. und der Fraktion Die Linke –
Islamfeindlichkeit und antimuslimische Straftaten im Vierten Quartal 2019» Deutscher Bundestag-/Drucksache
19/17613)”.
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trict president Walter Lübcke, member of the Christian Democratic Union (CDU),
was shot dead on the porch of his house.7 A right-wing extremist with a criminal record is strongly suspected. He initially confessed, but later withdrew his confession.
In his confession, he claimed that his motive were Lübcke’s statements during the
so-called refugee crisis in 2015. In October 2015, Lübcke had publicly spoken out
in favour of accepting refugees at a citizens’ meeting where he opposed KAGIDA,
the Kassel offshoot of the Islamophobic and racist Patriotic Europeans against the
Islamisation of the Occident (PEGIDA). According to previous investigations, the
alleged murderer attended this citizens’ meeting. A video of this gathering was shared
on the social networks by right-wing extremists and racists which led to numerous
death threats against Lübcke. The case also triggered horror because the alleged murderer and neo-Nazi had links to the Islamophobic and right-wing extremist party
AfD and took part in one of the far-right “funeral marches” in Chemnitz in 2018.
A discussion arose in Germany about the extent to which the AfD is an agitator
through its racist policies and whether it bears responsibility for the right-wing extremist violence in Germany.
Another event was the anti-semitic motivated rampage in Halle on 9 October
2019.8 The perpetrator obviously took the mass shootings of Oslo in 2011 and the
mosque shootings in Christchurch, New Zealand in 2019 as a model and filmed his
crime. At the beginning of the video recording, the terrorist said that he believed that
the Holocaust had never taken place and that feminism was the reason for low birth
rates in the West, which in turn has led to mass immigration. The “Jew” was the cause
of all problems. His attempt to kill Jews in a synagogue failed and instead he killed an
uninvolved passer-by who was not Jewish, and then drove to a kebab shop, where he
executed a person with actually no migrant background. However, in the discussion
about the crime, it was often not discussed that the murderer chose a kebab shop as a
replacement after his failure at the synagogue. This changed when it became known
that the Halle murderer confessed that he wanted to kill a Muslim after failing to
kill Jews in the synagogue.9 Kebab shops in Germany are associated with immigrants
7. Frank Jansen, “Stephan E. erschoss Lübcke aus Hass auf dessen Flüchtlingspolitik”, Der Tagesspiegel, 26 June 2019,
https://www.tagesspiegel.de/politik/rechtsextremist-gesteht-mord-stephan-e-erschoss-luebcke-aus-hass-auf-dessen-fluechtlingspolitik/24496132.html, (Access date: 10 March 2020); Julian Feldmann and Nino Seidel, “Stephan
E. war offenbar für AfD aktiv”, Tagesschau, 21 February 2020, https://www.tagesschau.de/investigativ/ndr/stephane-afd-101.html, (Access date: 10 March 2020)¸ ZEIT, “Video soll Stephan E. und Markus H. auf rechter Demo
zeigen”, ZEIT, 11 January 2020, https://www.zeit.de/gesellschaft/zeitgeschehen/2020-01/walter-luebcke-stephan-emarkus-h-teilnahme-demonstration-chemnitz-2018-video-mdr, (Access date: 11 March 2020).
8. Camilla Kohrs, “Auf einer Baustelle endet die Fahrt des Terroristen”, Süddeutsche Zeitung, 10 October 2019, https://
www.sueddeutsche.de/politik/halle-anschlag-chronik-1.4634951, (Access date: 8 March 2020); “Stunden der Angst:
Die Chronologie des Halle-Anschlags”, Merkur, 20 February 2020, https://www.merkur.de/politik/halle-anschlag-stunden-angst-chronologie-tat-zusammenfassung-nachrichten-zr-13100665.html, (Access date: 10 March 2020).
9. Maik Baumgärtner, Sven Röbel and Wolf Wiedmann-Schmidt, “Die Granaten versteckte er im Bettkasten”,
Der Spiegel, 9 April 2020, https://www.spiegel.de/politik/deutschland/rechtsterrorist-von-halle-stephan-balliet-diegranaten-versteckte-er-im-bettkasten-a-88b24f0e-90e9-4ba4-b2f2-ea743887bb2b, (Access date: 17 April 2020)

336

setav.org

ISLAMOPHOBIA IN germany

from Turkish and Arab countries. Both the Halle attack and the murder of Walter
Lübcke have led to weeks of discussions in Germany about right-wing extremist violence. In particular, there was a debate about radicalisation in social networks.
- Reported Attacks: A Selection
There were other Islamophobic and anti-Muslim racist incidents which have been
reported by the media. A selection of those are listed below in chronological order.
January 2019: German lawyer Seda Başay-Yıldız who represented the family of
the first murder victim of the right-wing terrorist cell National Socialist Underground
(NSU) received a threatening letter, which was signed “NSU 2.0”.10 In an earlier
threat, five Frankfurt police officers were suspected. According to media reports, this
act again indicates that the perpetrator has access to police data. The new letter relates
to the suspension of the Frankfurt police officers. It contained the following text: “You
brain-dead shit doner are obviously not aware of what you did to our police colleagues!
However, it is now getting really bad for you, you Turkish pig! We will tear off shitty´s
(Başay-Yıldız daughter’s name) head ... and the rest of your kebab crew will also be
taken care of competently”.11 Together with other incidents the letter led to a debate
on the problem of right-wing extremism within the German police. Another incident
took place in Stralsund where a man from Syria was attacked and abused. The state
security department was investigating this because it is believed to have a politically
motivated background.12 Another incident took place in Konstanz. The president of
the football club Türkischer SV Konstanz received a copy of a newspaper article, on
which all sorts of anti-Turkish and anti-Muslim slogans had been written.13 The article
featured slogans such as “Muslim pig,” “these disgusting Turkish louts”, “the biggest
mistake since 1945, letting Muslims in” and “Need UZI”. (Fig. 1)
February 2019: At a weekend, three young girls were the victims of an anti-Muslim racist attack.14 The first case occurred in the Berlin district of Marzahn.
10. Annette Ramelsberger, “Rechte bedrohen erneut Frankfurter Anwältin”, Süddeutsche Zeitung, 14 January 2019,
https://www.sueddeutsche.de/politik/seda-basay-y-ld-z-rechte-bedrohen-erneut-frankfurter-anwaeltin-1.4286346
11. Annette Ramelsberger, “Rechte bedrohen erneut Frankfurter Anwältin”.
12. “Fremdenfeindlicher Angriff auf Syrer in Stralsund”, Focus, 14 January 2019, https://www.focus.de/regional/
mecklenburg-vorpommern/kriminalitaet-fremdenfeindlicher-angriff-auf-syrer-in-stralsund_id_10183177.html,
(Access date: 10 March 2020).
13. Jürgen Rössler, “Hetzparolen im Clubheim-Briefkasten des Türkischen SV Konstanz”, Südkurier, 28 January
2019, https://www.suedkurier.de/regionalsport/regionalsport-bodensee-west/Hetzparolen-im-Clubheim-Briefkasten-des-Tuerkischen-SV-Konstanz;art2783,10033165, (Access date: 10 March 2020).
14. “Vier Kinder in Berlin angegriffen und bedroht”, t-online, 10 February 2019, https://www.t-online.de/nachrichten/panorama/kriminalitaet/id_85230122/fremdenfeindliche-attacken-vier-kinder-in-berlin-angegriffen-und-bedroht.html, (Access date: 10 March 2020); “Islamfeindliche Angriffe auf junge Mädchen”, Islamiq, 10
February 2019, http://www.islamiq.de/2019/02/10/fremdenfeindliche-attacken-auf-muslimische-maedchen/,
(Access date: 10 March 2020); Karin Christmann and Sigrid Kneist, “Rassistische Attacke: Kind geschlagen und
getreten”, Tagesspiegel, 10 February 2019, https://www.tagesspiegel.de/berlin/polizei-justiz/berlin-hellersdorf-rassistische-attacke-kind-geschlagen-und-getreten/23969954.html, (Access date: 10 March 2020).
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An unknown man punched a 15-year-old and a 16-year-old from Syria several times
in the face. Earlier, he allegedly approached the two and insulted them in an Islamophobic manner. The girls had to be treated in hospital. In the Neukölln district,
according to the police, a woman tried to rip the headscarf off a 12-year-old’s head.
The attacker had pulled her by the hair and racially insulted her. The woman was
"Muslim
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also alleged to have tried
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Figure 1: Anti-Muslim slogans on newspaper15

Figure 1: Anti-Muslim slogans on newspaper 14
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17. Magdalene Quiring-Lategahn, “Beleidigt und getreten: 37-jähriger Dortmunder greift Frau mit Kopftuch im
March 2019: For the third time, a Syrian food market in Telgte near Mün
Action-Markt an”, Ruhrnachrichten, 2 April 2019, https://www.ruhrnachrichten.de/nachrichten/luenen/beleidigtund-getreten-37-jaehriger-dortmunder-greift-frau-mit-kopftuch-im-action-markt-an-1392105.html,
(Access date:
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and punched her in the stomach.18 The police in Hennef reported that a man attacked immigrants twice for racist reasons.19 The 29-year-old man is said to have
insulted a young family from Syria and tossed a glass bottle in their direction. After
the 30-year-old father filmed the man’s insults on his mobile phone, the 29-year-old
hit him with his fists. The victim had to be taken to hospital. A few minutes later,
the perpetrator confronted two Syrians (a 20-year-old and 21-year-old) in an intense
fight for no apparent reason. Police also reported that a 21-year-old Syrian man in
Querfurt was beaten and abused by five or six attackers.20
June 2019: In Bremen, 50 Korans were torn up in a mosque and some of them
were stuffed into a toilet. The chairman of the mosque criticised the police for not
having reacted sensitively enough in this case, as the police initially only assumed
property damage, not an Islamophobic act.21 In Hamburg, a Muslim woman was
molested and beaten in the stomach by a right-wing extremist. Another hate crime
in Bremen happened in a tram. A 27-year-old man insulted a 16-year-old man in an
anti-Muslim, racist manner. When the 16-year-old and his friends tried to avoid the
conflict and to sit somewhere else, the perpetrator suddenly stabbed the 16-year-old
with a knife from behind. The young man was seriously injured.22
July 2019: A woman in Berlin-Mitte was insulted because of her headscarf. 23
The 54-year-old visited a grocery store on Friday afternoon, accompanied by two
other people. There, the three clashed with a 46-year-old woman. She insulted the
54-year-old Turkish woman because of her headscarf. Witnesses alerted the security
forces. The state security took over the investigation.
August 2019: SPD politician Sawsan Chebli received an anti-Muslim racist letter
in which, among other racist comments, it stated: “I know you Arabs are not so blessed with intelligence, but maybe you will get it someday. Religions are ideology and it
doesn’t matter what the stinking pedophile Mohammed or the anti-social genocidal
Jew God wants. You can slaughter what you want in your housings. German culture
and European values have to be accepted here in Germany” (see figure 2). It ended
18. “Greifswalder Straße in Weißensee: Frau mit Kopftuch beleidigt und in den Bauch getreten”, Berliner Zeitung,
15 April 2019, https://www.berliner-zeitung.de/berlin/polizei/greifswalder-strasse-frau-mit-kopftuch-beleidigt-und-inden-bauch-getreten-32378586, (Access date: 10 March 2020).
19. “Fremdenfeindlichkeit Staatsschutz ermittelt gegen Sankt Augustiner”, Kölnische Rundschau, 26 April 2019, https://
www.rundschau-online.de/region/bonn/stadtbonn/fremdenfeindlichkeit-staatsschutz-ermittelt-gegen-sankt-augustiner-32433048, (Access date: 10 March 2020).
20. “Syrer beschimpft und attackiert”, Volksstimme, 6 May 2019, https://www.volksstimme.de/sachsen-anhalt/polizei-syrer-beschimpft-und-attackiert, (Access date: 10 March 2020).
21. Lisa Boekhoff, “Entsetzen über zerrissene Koran-Ausgaben in Bremen”, Weserkurier, 11 June 2019, https://
www.weser-kurier.de/bremen/bremen-stadt_artikel,-entsetzen-ueber-zerrissene-koranausgaben-in-bremen-_
arid,1836659.html, (Access date: 10 March 2020).
22. “Islamfeindlicher Angriff? Messerstecher in Bremen gefasst”, Ntv, 5 June 2019, https://www.n-tv.de/incoming/
Islamfeindlicher-Angriff-Messerstecher-in-Bremen-gefasst-article21068395.html, (Access date: 9 March 2020).
23. “Frau wird in wegen ihres Kopftuchs beleidigt”, Berlin.de, 13 July 2019, https://www.berlin.de/aktuelles/berlin/
kriminalitaet/5833559-4362932-frau-wird-in-wegen-ihres-kopftuchs-belei.html, (Access date: 10 March 2020).
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Figure 2: Sawsan Chebli tweets a picture of a racist threatening letter.24

Figure 2: Sawsan Chebli tweets a picture of a racist threatening letter. 24
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24. Sawsan Chebli, Twitter, 18 August 2019, https://twitter.com/sawsanchebli/status/1163082777614606336?lan
g=de, (Access date: 12 March 2020).
25. “Volksverhetzende Parolen und ein Hitlergruß in Finsterwalde”, Lausitzer Rundschau, 12 August 2019,
https://www.lr-online.de/lausitz/finsterwalde/volksverhetzende-parolen-und-ein-hitlergruss-in-finsterwalde_aid45019435, (Access date: 10 March 2020).
26. “Syrer angegriffen und fremdenfeindlich beleidigt”, Focus, 30 September 2019, https://www.focus.de/regional/cottbus/extremismus-syrer-angegriffen-und-fremdenfeindlich-beleidigt_id_11197465.html, (Access date: 8 March 2020).
27. Stephanie Kühr, “Fremdenfeindlicher Hintergrund unklar: Unbekannte schänden in Wirges muslimische
Gräber”, Rhein-Zeitung, 14 November 2019, https://www.rhein-zeitung.de/region/aus-den-lokalredaktionen/
westerwaelder-zeitung_artikel,-fremdenfeindlicher-hintergrund-unklar-unbekannte-schaenden-in-wirges-muslimische-graeber-_arid,2052304.html, (Access date: 10 March 2020).
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there was also a racist attack on a Muslim woman in Hamburg. According to media
reports, a 23-year-old was first insulted and threatened, and later the perpetrator hit
the woman in the stomach.28 SPD politician Sawsan Chebli received another racist
letter. In the letter, the Berlin state secretary is asked, among other things, to “publicly” resign from her office. Chebli posted the full text on Twitter. An excerpt from
the racist letter follows: “You negro lover too made it onto our death list and officially took third place. No government in the world will be able to save you from our
assassination because your life is worth nothing to them just as little as that of Jews,
Muslims and Negroes. We do not tolerate an Islamisation of our Aryan Germany”.29

Figure 3: Politician Sawsan Chebli tweets the content of a threatening letter against her.30
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28. Daniel Gözübüyük, “Rassistische Attacke in Hamburg Muslima erst bepöbelt – dann in den Bauch geschlagen”,
Hamburger Morgenpost, 21 November 2019, https://www.mopo.de/hamburg/polizei/rassistische-attacke-in-hamburg-muslima-erst-bepoebelt—dann-in-den-bauch-geschlagen-33487968,
(Access date: 10 March 2020).
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29. “Rechter Terror in Deutschland: Auch SPD-Politikerin Chebli erhält Morddrohungen”, Focus, 4 December
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apparently hit the graves on purpose.32 At the Wilhelmine-Fliedner comprehensive
school in Hilden near Düsseldorf, the police investigated a teacher who racially insulted a student with Lebanese roots. Despite the investigation, the teacher was not
suspended. The teacher reportedly said to the student: “You don’t have to smile at all.
In former times, something like you would have been gassed”33.

Employment
There is no reliable empirical material that can provide sufficient information about
discrimination against Muslims in the German labour market. This is mainly due
to the fact that there are no studies with sufficiently large samples. A large number
of population surveys are carried out in Germany, but there are not particularly
many carried out among the migrant population - this group is also marginalised
in terms of research.
An interesting study would be, at least in theory, a representative survey by the
Federal Anti-Discrimination Agency.34 However, the proportion of Muslims (n =
21) is so small that no reliable statements can be made (about half of those surveyed
stated that they were discriminated against on the basis of their religious affiliation).
However, a logistic regression analysis based on the data reveals that religious affiliation among the “differently religious” group, which also includes Muslims, is a significant factor of discrimination in working life.35 This study can serve as an important
first hint, but more recent studies with a higher number of Muslims interviewed
would be desirable.
Another survey of people who were discriminated against in the context of work
revealed that women wearing a headscarf are particularly affected by discrimination
in the labour market.36 In seven out of ten cases where Muslims were discriminated
in the job market, the affected persons regularly wore a headscarf. This was often
32. “Frau verwüstet auf Nürnberger Friedhof mit dem Auto Gräber”, Bayerischer Rundfunk, 12 December 2019,
https://www.br.de/nachrichten/bayern/frau-faehrt-mit-auto-auf-friedhof-und-verwuestet-mehrere-graeber,RkR1bJK, (Access date: 10 March 2020).
33. Tobias Dupke “Hildener Lehrer soll Schüler beleidigt haben - Staatsanwaltschaft ermittelt”, RP Online, 3 January 2020, https://rp-online.de/nrw/staedte/hilden/hilden-lehrer-an-wilhelmine-fliedner-gesamtschule-soll-schueler-beleidigt-haben_aid-48120369, (Acces date: 19 March 2020).
34. “Diskriminierung in Deutschland. Dritter Gemeinsamer Bericht der Antidiskriminierungsstelle des Bundes
und der in ihrem Zuständigkeitsbereich betroffenen Beauftragten der Bundesregierung und des Deutschen Bundestages”, Antidiskriminierungsstelle des Bundes, 2017, https://www.antidiskriminierungsstelle.de/SharedDocs/
Downloads/DE/publikationen/BT_Bericht/Gemeinsamer_Bericht_dritter_2017.pdf%3F__blob%3DpublicationFile%26v%3D10, (Access date: 10 March 2020).
35. Steffen Beigang, Karolina Fetz, Dorina Kalkum and Magdalena Otto, Diskriminierungserfahrungen in Deutschland. Ergebnisse einer Repräsentativ- und einer Betroffenenbefragung, (Nomos, Baden-Baden: 2017), https://www.antidiskriminierungsstelle.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/publikationen/Expertisen/Expertise_Diskriminierungserfahrungen_in_Deutschland.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=6., (Access date: 10 March 2020).
36. “Diskriminierung in Deutschland. Dritter Gemeinsamer Bericht der Antidiskriminierungsstelle des Bundes und
der in ihrem Zuständigkeitsbereich betroffenen Beauftragten der Bundesregierung und des Deutschen Bundestages”, Antidiskriminierungsstelle des Bundes, p. 242.
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put forward by potential employers as a reason why employment in the respective
company or organisation was not possible.
The results of a survey in companies show how difficult it is for a Muslim woman who wears a headscarf to find a job: 35% of the companies surveyed stated that
they generally do not consider Muslim women who want to wear a headscarf at work
for training positions.37
Another study by the Anti-Discrimination Agency illustrates the problem fur38
ther. A job agent at a job centre testifies the following in the study:
“Yes, of course, the origin can be a risk or the religion. If I have someone sitting in front of me with a headscarf, then at least I have to address it if the person
would like to work in sales, and then you have to address it, and there is a risk that
this will be considered my opinion. (…) So, I really try to put it simply: okay, that’s
the job market. And now there are two options. You adapt to the job market and
you may have a relatively good chance of finding employment on the job market,
or you stay the way you are, feel comfortable with it, can live in harmony with your
religion, but may have poorer job market opportunities.”39

A study by the Berlin Science Center for Social Research (WZB) conducted
between October 2014 and April 2016 examined the feedback on fictitious applications from people with different migrant backgrounds.40 The researchers found
that people with roots in Africa or Muslim countries were the most discriminated
against. Overall, the positive response rate for applicants without a religious signal was 54%, 57% for Christians, 53% for Buddhists and Hindus, and 46% for
Muslims. The researchers come to the conclusion that discrimination is not against
“non-Christians” per se or against migrants from Muslim countries, but specifically against Muslims.

Education
In cooperation with the Center for Educational Integration, the Georg Eckert Institute examined 65 textbooks on the subject of politics, social studies, history, and

37. Albert Scherr, “Betriebliche Diskriminierung. Warum und wie werden migrantische Bewerberinnen und
Bewerber um Ausbildungs- und Arbeitsplätze benachteiligt?”, ed. Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung, (Bonn: 2014), http://
library.fes.de/pdf-files/wiso/10470.pdf, (Access date: 18 March 2020).
38. Martin Brussig, Dorothee Frings and Johannes Kirsch, Diskriminierungsrisiken in der öffentlichen Arbeitsvermittlung, (Nomos, Baden-Baden: 2017), p. 244, https://www.antidiskriminierungsstelle.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/
DE/publikationen/Expertisen/Diskriminierungsrisiken_in_der_oeffentlichen_Arbeitsvermittlung.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=10., (Access date: 10 March 2020).
39. Martin Brussig, Dorothee Frings and Johannes Kirsch, Diskriminierungsrisiken in der öffentlichen Arbeitsvermittlung.
40. Ruud Koopmans, Susanne Veit and Ruta Yemane, Ethnische Hierarchien in der Bewerberauswahl: Ein Feldexperiment zu den Ursachen von Arbeitsmarktdiskriminierung, (Discussion Paper, SP VI 2018-104), https://bibliothek.wzb.
eu/pdf/2018/vi18-104.pdf, (Access date: 10 March 2020).
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geography from five different federal states.41 They researched how migration and integration with regard to social diversity are represented in the textbooks and whether
they show diversity as a normal state. One result of the study is that textbooks do
not reflect the reality that prevails in the classrooms and migration is still seen as a
problem. The terms “foreigners”, “strangers”, and “migrants” are used as synonyms
and are not differentiated or even questioned, and the construction of “we” versus
“others” is maintained.
In the analysed textbooks, the problematisation of migration outweighs the representation of diversity as a normal state of affairs. Migration is primarily described
in social studies and history textbooks, sometimes also in geography textbooks, as
conducive to conflict and crisis. It inevitably leads to socially controversial situations.
In this context, migration and diversity ultimately only appear as a problem and
challenge for a society that is still predominantly presented as homogeneous.
The scientist Silvia Horsch-Al Saad also criticises the portrayal of Islam since the
terrorist attacks of 11 September 2001.42 Since that date, textbooks have often linked
Islam to violence and terror in a problematic manner. For example, when there are
a few pages in books with photos of the mosque from Mecca, these are followed by
pictures of the attacks in New York.
Another problem is discrimination against Muslims in schools. The Anlaufstelle
für Diskriminierungsschutz an Schulen (Contact Point for Protection against Discrimination at Schools, ADAS) is a contact and advice centre for cases of discrimination
at schools in Berlin. In the period from June 2016 to April 2018, it documented and
evaluated cases of discrimination.43 Based on the data, it can be seen that the largest
group of discriminated students are from countries in the Middle East, North Africa, and Turkey. Racist discrimination based on ethnic origin and/or religion played
a role in 137 of the reported cases (83%). Ninety-seven reports related to ethnic
origin, and 40 to religion or belief. Seventy-eight per cent of the reports on discrimination were based on the religion of Islam.

Politics
While in Germany right-wing extremist parties such as Nationaldemokratische Partei
Deutschlands (National Democratic Party of German), Die Rechte (The Right), and
Der III. Weg (The Third Path) have hardly any success in elections, the right-wing
41. “Schulbuchstudie Migration und Integration”, Die Beauftragte der Bundesregierung für Migration, Flüchtlinge
und Integration, 2015, https://narrt.eaberlin.de/w/files/narrt/religionspaedagogik/studien/schulbuchstudie_migration_und_integration_09_03_2015.pdf, (Access date: 10 March 2020).
42. Silvia Horsch, “Klischees laut Lehrplan? Der Islam in Schulbüchern”, Norddeutscher Rundfunk, 28 April 2017,
https://www.ndr.de/kultur/kulturdebatte/Klischees-laut-Lehrplan-Der-Islam-in-Schulbuechern,freitagsforum454.
html, (Access date: 10 March 2020).
43. Aliyeh Yegane, Empfehlungen zur Einrichtung einer unabhängigen Berliner Beschwerdestelle bei Diskriminierung in
Schulen, (LIFE e.V, Berlin: 2018), https://adas-berlin.de/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/ADAS_Empfehlungen.pdf,
(Access date: 10 March 2020).
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populist party Alternative für Deutschland (Alternative for Germany, AfD) succeeded in 2019 in three state elections. In Bremen, the AfD achieved a share of 6.1%,
in Thurinigia 23.4%, in Brandenburg 23.5%, and in Saxony 27.5%. Contradictory
intra-party tendencies can be found in the AfD. In addition to the national conservative, liberal economic, and conservative values, and Christian fundamentalist
and direct democratic forces, there are members within the party who represent
authoritarian, ethnic-nationalist, homophobic, anti-feminist, anti-Semitic, historical revisionist, and Islamophobic positions. This faction of the party is called the
“Flügel” and is supported by around 40% of AfD members, according to party
estimates. Björn Höcke is considered the leader of the Flügel. Due to the pressure
on “The Flügel” as it was supposed to be observed by the intelligence services, it has
been dissolved in 2020. It is unclear in which way the “Flügel” is still functioning
as an informal group.
In his book Nie zweimal in denselben Fluss (Never Twice in the Same River),
which appeared in mid-2018, the fascist Björn Höcke conjured the “death of the
people by the exchange of populations” as a central goal of his party and called
for Germany to be cleansed of “cultural aliens”.44 Höcke wrote, “In addition to
protecting our national and European external borders, a large-scale remigration
project will be necessary”.45 This refers to his desire to banish millions of citizens from the country. Höcke wrote that this “remigration project” can only be
achieved by violence. He called his cynical vision of the future the “politics of
‘well-tempered cruelty’”. Not only does Höcke want to cleanse Germany ethnically, but also politically as his policy of “well-tempered cruelty” contains the
elimination of those people who are responsible for the failed immigration policy.
Höcke, like many other AfD politicians, has voiced anti-Islam views. In a speech
in 2018, he emphasised that Muslims were “infinitely far” from Allah, and that
the founder of their religion, Mohammed, was a field commander and therefore
Muslims were war-loving and to be taken as a threat.46 In 2017, Höcke even announced that as soon as his party comes to power, the Islamic faith will even be
forbidden in Turkey. He already announced this in a tweet in 2017 (“Islam has
a home and it is not called Europe! On the Bosphorus, ‘Mohamed, Muezzin &
Minaret’ must end!”) (see figure 4).

44. Sebastian Henning and Bernd Höcke, Nie zweimal in denselben Fluss, (Manuscriptum, Lüdinghausen: 2018).
45. Henning and Höcke, Nie zweimal in denselben Fluss.
46. “Höcke sorgt mit „Türkei-Direktive“ für Aufsehen”, Die Welt, 28 January 2018, https://www.welt.de/politik/
deutschland/article172934056/AfD-Bjoern-Hoecke-will-Verbot-des-Islam-in-der-Tuerkei.html, (Access date: 10
March 2020).
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comes to power, the Islamic faith will even be forbidden in Turkey. He already announced this
in a tweet in 2017 ("Islam has a home and it is not called Europe! On the Bosphorus, 'Mohamed,
Muezzin & Minaret' must end!”) (see figure 4).

Figure 4: Islamophobic statement of Björn Höcke on Twitter: “Islam has a home and it is not called Europe! On the
Bosphorus, ‘Mohamed, Muezzin & Minaret’ must end!”47

Figure 4: Islamophobic statement of Björn Höcke on Twitter: "Islam has a home and it is not called Europe! On
the Bosphorus, 'Mohamed, Muezzin & Minaret' must end!” 47
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46 in 2018 found that AfD supporters are not economically deprived, but are primarily
“Höcke sorgt mit „Türkei-Direktive“ für Aufsehen”, Die Welt, 28 January 2018,
https://www.welt.de/politik/deutschland/article172934056/AfD-Bjoern-Hoecke-will-Verbot-des-Islam-in-derxenophobic and afraid of an alleged “infiltration” of their own culture.48 Another
Tuerkei.html, (Access date: 10 March 2020).
47 studybased on a multivariate analysis of the Leipzig study on authoritarianism in
Björn Höcke, Twitter, 28 March 2017, https://twitter.com/BjoernHoecke/status/846790530314964994, (Access
date: 10 March 2020).
2018, also came to the conclusion that objective economic indicators such as low income and unemployment have no influence on the choice of the AfD while hostility
towards Muslims is a particularly strong predictor for this choice.49
Against the background of the high potential for Islamophobia in the German
population, however, it would be careless to keep an eye only on the AfD. There has
been a debate about the German “Leitkultur” (guiding culture) since the late 1990s.
In this context, the question is repeatedly asked whether Islam belongs to Germany
at all. Hidalgo et al. argue that the question alone is problematic because it plays in
the hands of right-wing populists and right-wing extremists.50 The far right are then
the ones who are able to define who belongs to the German culture and who does
not. Also the question assumes that the fact that a religion belongs to Germany is up
for debate itself is problematic, as freedom of religion is also one of the basic dem“Islamisation” of Germany. Quite a few scientific articles on the reasons people vote for AfD

47. Björn Höcke, Twitter, 28 March 2017, https://twitter.com/BjoernHoecke/status/846790530314964994, (Access date: 10 March 2020).
48. Martin Schröder, “AfD-Unterstützer sind nicht abgehängt, sondern ausländerfeindlich”, SOEPpapers on Multidisciplinary Data Research, 975 (2018), https://www.diw.de/documents/publikationen/73/diw_01.c.595120.de/
diw_sp0975.pdf, (Access date: 10 March 2020).
49. Gert Pickel and Alexander Pickel, “Religion als konfliktärer Faktor im Zusammenhang mit Rechtsextremismus,
Muslimfeindschaft und AfD-Wahl”, Flucht ins Autoritäre. Rechtsextreme Dynamiken in der Mitte der Gesellschaft, ed.
Oliver Decker and Elmar Brähler, (Psychosozial-Verlag, Gießen: 2018), pp. 217–242.
50. Oliver Hildago, Philipp W. Hildmann and Alexander Yendell, “Religion und Rechtspopulismus”, Argumentation
kompakt, 3 (2019), https://www.hss.de/download/publications/Argu_Kompakt_2019-3_Religion.pdf, (Access date:
10 March 2020).
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ocratic principles in Germany. The problem is that with asking this question more
moderate parties also fall into the right-wing populist trap. Against this background,
it is not surprising that the Christian Social Union (CSU) made the headlines in
2019 when they had a discussion about whether they should list the Muslim applicant Şener Şahin as a candidate for mayor.51 According to Şahin, there was support
from the ranks of the CSU, but there were also significant intra-party protests because, as a Muslim, he apparently did not suit the programme of a Christian party.
It is not surprising that some members of the CSU do not believe Islam belongs to
Germany: in 2018, Interior Minister Horst Seehofer (CSU) emphasised this notion.
It is not only the CSU that has problems with Islam and Muslims. In the SPD
it had been difficult for years with the racist concepts of Thilo Sarrazin, who in 2018
published a new Islamophobic book entitled Feindliche Übernahme: Wie der Islam
den Fortschritt behindert und die Gesellschaft bedroht (Hostile Takeover: How Islam
Hinders Progress and Threatens Society). Sarrazin’s party exclusion was repeatedly
discussed. In 2019, an arbitration commission judged that the application for exclusion was legal.

Media
With regard to Islamophobia, the biggest problem for the German media is that media reports focus on the “bad news” and there is almost no good news related to Islam
and Muslims. The media are particularly focused on reports of Islamist terrorism, in
this context particularly the so-called Islamic State, and there has also been an increase in coverage of “clan crime” that right-wing populists and extremists like to use
as evidence of the failure of a multicultural society. It is therefore not surprising that
Germans often relate Islam to fanaticism, proneness to violence, and backwardness.52
In 2019, the Neue Deutsche Medienmacher, a network for media professionals with a
migrant background, awarded four TV talk shows (“hart aber fair”, “maischberger”,
“Anne Will”, and “Maybrit Illner”) a negative award (“The Golden Potato”).53 From
the jury’s point of view, the reason for the negative award is that these programmes
give a distorted picture of living together in Germany as an immigration country by
exaggerating problems and conflicts, solidifying prejudices, and violating journalistic
standards. According to the jury, the recipients’ headlines are sensational; for example, “Homeland Germany - Only for Germans or Open to Everyone?”, “Citizens
Anxious - How Do We Deal with Criminal Immigrants?”, “Fear of Islam: Is All
51. Tobias Chmurra and Kilian Geiser, “Nach Eklat um Sahin – CSU in Wallerstein nominiert keinen Ersatz”, Bayerischer Rundfunk, 10 January 2020, https://www.br.de/nachrichten/bayern/nach-eklat-um-sahin-csu-in-wallerstein-nominiert-keinen-ersatz,Rn9nnhP, (Access date: 10 March 2020).
52. Detlef Pollack, Olaf Müller, Rosta Gergely, Nils Friedrichs and Alexander Yendell, Grenzen der Toleranz Wahrnehmung und Akzeptanz religiöser Vielfalt in Europa, (Springer VS, Wiesbaden: 2014), (Access date: 10 March 2020).
53. “Preisverleihung Goldene Kartoffel 2019”, Neue Deutsche Medienmacher*innen, 2 November 2019, https://
www.neuemedienmacher.de/preisverleihung-goldene-kartoffel-2019-2/, (Access date: 10 March 2020).

islamophobiaeurope.com •

@islamophobiaEIR

347

EUROPEAN ISLAMOPHOBIA REPORT 2019

Just Populism?”, and “Here to Stay. New Immigrants, Old Problems?”. The Neue
Deutsche Medienmacher criticised the fact that such TV show clichés are promoted.
The programmes on the topics of migration, refugees, and Islam are characterised by
prejudice and alarmism because they are almost always about extremism, crime, and
other threats posed by migrants. They also criticised the occurrence that despite the
fact that a quarter of the population of Germany has a migrant background, when
TV shows present topics such as pensions, care, climate, etc., hardly any people of
colour are represented.
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Justice System
Public debates and legal cases in Germany are often about wearing the headscarf
in public institutions. In 2019, a court handed down a judgment concerning this
matter. In March, the Bavarian Constitutional Court decided that judges were not
allowed to wear the headscarf in court. The headscarf violated the principle of neutrality.57 An Islamic religious community complained, claiming that the ban violated
freedom of belief and conscience, as well as the principle of equality. They argued
that it is common in Bavaria that crosses hang in the courtroom. The judges dismissed the claim on the grounds that these were two different issues. The rooms
were set up by the administration and there was no connection to doubts about the
independence of the judges. The judges did not see this as discriminatory because it
applied to all religious communities.
The German police also appear to have problems regarding racism. A representative study from 2017 shows that 14% of black people in Germany have experienced racial profiling in the past five years.58 Authorities recorded far fewer cases:
from January 2018 to April 2019, the federal police, for example, registered only
58 complaints about racial profiling. The problem is that complaints about racial
profiling or police violence have to be made directly to the police.59 Often the police
respond with a report on the complainant which leads to legal action. Unlike in other countries, there is no neutral office in Germany where victims of racial profiling
or police brutality can complain.
Unfortunately, there are hardly any studies on the problem of right-wing extremism and racism in the police. An exception is a survey of over 4,000 police officers in Hesse.60 When asked about political statements, 66.1% of the participating
police officers agreed with the statement that immigrants made the country more
colourful or diverse. However, more than one in four sees the “danger” that Germany
will become an “Islamic country”.

Internet
While it was still relatively easy to observe the activities of right-wing extremists
and racists in the early days of the Internet, nowadays, this is becoming much more
57. “Kopftuchverbot für Richterinnen bestätigt”, Islamiq, 18 March 2019, http://www.islamiq.de/2019/03/18/kopftuchverbot-fuer-richterinnen-bestaetigt, (Access date: 10 March 2020).
58. “Second European Union Minorities and Discrimination Survey Main results”, European Union Agency for
Fundamental Rights, https://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/fra-2017-eu-midis-ii-main-results_en.pdf,
(Access date: 13 March 2020); “Rassismus”, Rat für Migration, https://mediendienst-integration.de/desintegration/
rassismus.html, (Access date: 13 March 2020).
59. “Rassismus”, Rat für Migration.
60. “Hessische Polizeistudie 2020. Polizeiliche Alltagserfahrungen –Herausforderungen und Erfordernisse einer lernenden Organisation - Darstellung erster Ergebnisse der Umfrage”, Hessisches Ministerium des Innern und für
Sport, https://innen.hessen.de/sites/default/files/media/hmdis/polizeistudie_2020_-_erste_ergebnisse.pdf, (Access
date: 15 February 2020).
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difficult with social media and the darknet. It can be observed that in the comments
on Facebook, for example, very often Islamophobic comments are made under links
to online articles, mostly in the context of reporting on Islamist terror or crimes by
immigrants. In 2017, a law was implemented to curb hate comment. Nevertheless,
there seems to be a certain laid-back attitude in Germany about the boundaries of
freedom of expression and racism.
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Enrichment by
Muslim Immigration
Cannot Be Proven”.
Figure
6: Anti-Muslim
racist63 article on right-wing extremist webpage

Enrichment by Muslim Immigration Cannot Be Proven”. 63

“Politically Incorrect
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An extract from the comment section shows the hatred against Muslims:
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An extract from the comment section shows the hatred against Muslims:
“The massive flooding with such people leads to a decline in culture, prosperity and security.
This violent desert religion, for which women are worth as much as cattle,
does not fit into a liberal Europe!’
‘Islam knows only death, war, annihilation, destruction, submission.’
‘How stupid do you actually have to be to expect ‘cultural enrichment’ from
these savages?’
‘Muslims have an extremely radical conservative attitude and have maintained a status quo in their way of life since the time of Mohammed.’
‘Why should Muslims be interested in education and civilised customs when
all education and all human behaviour is prescribed in the smallest detail in the
Koran. Education from outside the Koran is out of the question for the Muslim
because it was developed by ‘unbelievers’. As a consequence, nothing independent
can come from the Muslims, except that they independently benefit parasitically
from civilised and creative ‘infidels’. Of course, this is also a possible way of life,
but we should never accept it here in Europe out of our own interest. I suppose
that the barrel will eventually overflow. If it is up to me: soon.”64

It is not understandable why so far only the Bavarian constitutional protection
has put the site under observation.
Right-wing extremists have also increasingly discovered video blogs or YouTube
as a way of spreading their racist ideology. Above all, channels of the Identitarian
movement are to be mentioned. In addition to the channel of the Austrian neo-Nazi
Martin Sellner, the channel Laut Gedacht (Loud Thinking) stands out, which now
has over 50,000 subscribers and reaches over 400,000 people. Two members of the
extreme right-wing Identitarian movement in Leipzig run a kind of news and lifestyle channel there, which under the guise of freedom of expression and satire lashes
out against immigrants, Muslims, leftists, and other political opponents. The videos
are aimed primarily at young audiences and have the strategy of selling right-wing
extremism as a lifestyle. The channel is funded by the One Percent Movement, a kind
of far right NGO.

Central Figures in the Islamophobia Network
The Institut für Staatspolitik (Institute for State Policy) is considered the nucleus
for the ethnic-nationalist AfD wing around Björn Höcke. It serves as a think tank
for right-wing educational work. The institute was founded in May 2000 by Götz
Kubitschek, Karlheinz Weißmann, the lawyer Stefan Hanz, and four other members of the new far right. The founders belonged to the environment of Junge Frei64. Ibid.
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heit, a weekly newspaper which is on the borderline between right conservatism and
right-wing extremism. Both the institute and the publishing company are situated in
Schnellroda in Saxony-Anhalt. According to the homepage of the institute, the focus
is on the summer and winter academies, and are aimed at young people, especially
pupils and students. In addition, there are regular “salons” in Berlin and Halle (Saale)
and a congress in central Germany once a year. The institute is supposedly not related to any party, although Götz Kubitschek is supposed to be member of the AfD. It
is supported by private funds. The events are attended by people from a wide range
of far-right politics, including officials and activists from the National Democratic
Party of Germany (NPD) and its youth organization, the Young National Democrats (JN), and the Identitarian movement.
Another relevant person in the context of far-right think tanks is Jürgen Elsässer. He was formerly an author and editor of left-wing print magazines but since the
2000s, he turned to the far right. He is editor in chief of Compact, a far-right monthly magazine which supports the AfD. Elssässer supports anti-American, homophobic, racist, and Islamophobic views against the background of conspiracy theories.
In the context of right-wing pioneers, right-wing publishers, and the Institute
for State Policy, the Identitarian movement is also a participating organisation. The
Office for the Protection of the Constitution classifies the Identitarians as right-wing
extremists. The Identitarians want a closed, ethnically homogeneous European culture, whose identity is endangered by an alleged Islamisation. In cooperation with
the Institute for State Policy, they had rented a house for their political purposes in
Halle. Due to massive protest and pressure from the population, the Identitarian
movement abandoned its house project in December 2019.
In addition to actors in the extreme right-wing scene, two authors in particular
have made it into the political mainstream, whose works are spiritual food for Islamophobia and hatred of Muslims. The books by Thilo Sarrazin and Hamed Abdel-Samad are bestsellers in Germany and often run under the label “criticism of Islam”.
In 2019, both authors met at an event in Dresden and were able to discuss their
theses in front of an audience.65 Sarrazin explained that the world view on which
the Koran is based prevents curiosity, freedom of expression, willingness to change
and democracy, and at the same time promotes intolerance towards those who think
differently, propensity of violence, and a tendency to be offended. For Sarrazin, this
results in a concrete threat to the Western world. Due to their “backwardness” and
their “oppression of women” Muslims reproduce more often than Europeans and
65. “Thilo Sarrazin und Hamed Abdel-Samad diskutieren in Dresden: Der Hass vergiftet uns alle”, YouTube, 17
January 2019, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LiHwb__acrU, (Access date: 18 March 2019); “Der Glaube an
die Freiheit sinkt in dieser Gesellschaft”, YouTube, Sarrazin und Abdel-Samad (Teil 2), 21 January 2019, https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=bxHfEE4qjWk, (Access date: 18 March 2019); Ricarda Breyton, “Nicht jeder Muslim ist ein Koran auf zwei Beinen”, Die Welt, https://www.welt.de/politik/deutschland/article187096800/Sarrazin-und-Abdel-Samad-in-Dresden-Islamkritiker-unter-sich.html, (Access Date: 18 March 2019).

352

setav.org

ISLAMOPHOBIA IN germany

therefore the development of the Western culture and lifestyle was exposed to mortal
danger. A particular threat for Sarrazin is that in one or two generations Muslims will
outnumber the autochthonous population in many European countries. Therefore,
he sees only one possibility.
“In addition to the measures that we have to take in Germany and the European countries, we must make a very clear decision to prevent immigration from
Muslim countries as completely as possible for many decades to come.”66

Sarrazin’s idea of man is very much shaped by the economic usability of people.
His greatest fear is the stultification of the population and with it the economic
and cultural decline of Europe and especially Germany. Before the joint discussion
Abdel-Samad claimed that he does not agree with Thilo Sarrazin in all his views and
that therefore he saw it as important to tell Sarrazin where he is right and where he
is wrong.67 In the discussion he shares Sarrazins assumption that there is a “misery”
in the Islamic world and in integration. Like Sarrazin, he sees the cause of this in the
ideology of Islam, which Abdel-Samad certifies that it was always political. Other
than Sarrazin he separates Islam from the Muslims and says “Not every Muslim is a
Koran on two legs.” Abdel-Samads opinions on the “Islamic world” are highly appreciated by the far right and that becomes clear in this discussion with Sarrazin in
Dresden. In that discussion together he distinguishes between Islam and Muslims,
but hardly between Islamism and Islam.The danger of Abdel-Samad’s theses is that –
maybe even unwillingly – they put Muslims under general suspicion. Abdel-Samad
wrote in a book entitled “Mohamed – Eine Abrechnung” (Mohamed – a reckoning)
that he is convinced that the “pathology” of Mohammed - he describes him as a narcissist and paranoid person - has been transmitted to Muslims to this day.68 Daniel
Bax wrote about the derogatory depiction of Mohammed by Abdel-Samad whereby
1.5 billion Muslims are associated with violent criminals and terrorist groups.69 In
the joint event with Thilo Sarrazin it becomes clear that for Abdel-Samad Islam
means “political Islam” from the beginning, while Christianity was initially and actually never political and therefore less threatening. It was particularly problematic
that the German political establishment made concessions to Islam. The left-wing
idea of diversity as well as the postcolonial perspective, which have a great impact on
journalism and on mainstream society, would contribute to the uncritical relationship and trivialisation of Islam. Abdel-Samad, therefore, welcomes the fact that next
to the CDU there is finally a party like the AfD.
66. Ibid.
67. Hamed Abdel-Samad, Facebook, 10 January 2019, https://www.facebook.com/hamed.abdelsamad/posts/
10157052172900979, (Acces date: 19 March 2019).
68. Hamed Abdel-Samad, Mohamed – Eine Abrechnung, Droemer Knaur, München: 2015
69. Daniel Bax, “Religionskritik nach Pegida-Art”, Spiegel, 28 September 2015, https://www.spiegel.de/kultur/literatur/mohamed-von-hamed-abdel-samad-die-angst-vor-dem-islam-a-1055047.html, (Access date: 18 March 2019).
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In their undifferentiated focus on the theology of Islam, both authors are united
in that with pseudo-scientific explanations they blame Islam for social grievances.
Sarrazin’s pseudo-science is particularly evident through ad-hoc explanations using
simple statistics that confirm an alleged inability of Muslims to integrate. He cannot
measure the influence of “Islam” on the ability to integrate, but this does not interest
the uncritical audience which seems happy to have its prejudices confirmed.

Observed Civil Society and Political Initiatives to
Counter Islamophobia
There are numerous initiatives that campaign against Islamophobia and anti-Muslim racism. The CLAIM project (claim-allianz.de) is an initiative funded by the
Federal Ministry for Family, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth as part of the
federal programme demokratie leben. There alone, 35 organisations are listed that
are committed to combating Islamophobia and anti-Muslim racism. These organisations are involved in consulting, educational work, dialogue, documentation,
empowerment, higher education work, youth work, prevention of radicalisation,
awareness raising, networking, and science. In addition, there are numerous organisations in Germany to combat right-wing extremism or to provide school
material which helps to reduce prejudices and right-wing extremism.70 In this
context, the religious communities that are committed to interreligious dialogue
should also be mentioned.71

Conclusion and Policy Recommendations
We currently have a situation in Germany in which anti-Muslim racism has become
socially acceptable in certain milieus and regions. That is why Germany needs a policy which makes it very clear that Islamophobia violates both the anti-discrimination
laws and the democratic requirement of freedom of faith. Programmes to reduce Islamophobia and anti-Muslim racism in all arenas of society such as work, education,
state institutions, and civil society have to be established. Politicians and political
parties should consult the results of scientific research. Despite of the many studies
on prejudice and right-wing extremism, and despite the positive evaluation of prevention programmes, comparatively little money is invested in the prevention and
the reduction of Islamophobia and other forms of group-focused enmity. Prevention
programmes are often limited in time and not long-term.Studies show that racism
70. For example: “Über uns”, Informationsportal zur politischen Bildung, https://www.politische-bildung.de/ueber_dieses_angebot.html, (Access date: 10 March 2020).
71. “Christlich-jüdischer Dialog”, Evangelische Kirche in Deutschland, https://www.ekd.de/christlich-juedischer-dialog-43227.htm, (Access date: 10 March 2020).
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and prejudices can be reduced, especially in childhood and adolescence, for instance
by empathy trainings and intergroup contacts.72
Authorities, such as the police, need to be screened for anti-Muslim racism.
In other countries, for example, the racism problem is taken very seriously by the
police and programmes to reduce racism are launched. Such programmes are lacking in Germany.
The media are also obliged to report differently. For example, reporting the
origin of criminals has little added value in explaining a crime, especially if little or
no other explanation is offered. After crimes or terrorist attacks, the media could,
for example, let criminology and psychiatry experts discuss the causes of such deviant behaviour. Often the biographical and psychiatric background of German rightwing terrorists is discussed in every detail, but this is usually not the case in reports
on Islamist terrorists. There are two measures here: the disturbed irrational rightwing extremist, and the rational Islamist who is apparently shaped by his “dangerous
and violent” religion. In this context, more information from relevant experts would
help to foster a discussion on the causes of crimes and terrorism which according to
a conclusive study on left-wing and right-wing extremists as well as Islamists in Germany lie primarily in the broken biography and dysfunctional family background
of terrorists, whereas in the case of Islamists the religiosity plays no other role than
rationalising the hate against others.73
The fight against right-wing extremism is most urgent. For too long, state institutions were blind when it came to the political far right and underestimated the
danger from the far right. At the moment, the authoritarian aggression of the far
right is directed particularly against Muslims. Co-radicalisation creates dangerous
dynamics on the part of radical nationalists and Islamists who are interested in a spiral of violence. This spiral of violence needs to be broken. This can also be done by
discussing the similarities between the so-called Western and Islamic worlds rather
than their differences. Intergroup conflicts can also be resolved by emphasising the
fact that there should no longer a “we” and “others” in people’s minds.

Chronology
•

14.01.2019: Media reports that German lawyer Seda Başay-Yıldız who represented the family of the first murder victim of the right-wing terrorist cell
National Socialist Underground (NSU) receives a threatening letter from
right-wing extremists.

72. Andreas Beelmann and Kim Sarah Heinemann, “Preventing Prejudice and Improving Intergroup Attitudes:
A Meta-analysis of Child and Adolescent Training Programs”, Journal of Applied Developmental Psychology 35 (1)
(2014), pp. 10–24.
73. Saskia Lützinger, Die Sicht der Anderen Eine qualitative Studie zu Biographien von Extremisten und Terroristen,
(Luchterhand, Köln: 2010).
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•
•

•

•
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02.06.2019: CDU politician Walter Lübcke who campaigned for the admission of refugees is murdered by a right-wing extremist.
23.06.2019: Tabloid newspaper Bild reports on a day-care centre which
does not want to serve pork and triggers anti-Muslim racists reactions in
German public.
09.10.2019: A racist tries to kill Jews in a synagogue in Halle. After his attempt fails, he kills a passer-by and a guest of a kebab shop. Before he runs
into the kebab shop, he says “We gonna take that döner”.
02.12.2019: SPD Politician Sawsan Chebli receives death threats by rightwing extremists who write that they will not except an “Islamisation” of
Germany.
19.12.2019: CSU politician Şener Şahin announces that he will run for
mayor in Wallerstein. Members of the local party organisation are not willing to accept a Muslim candidate. Later, Şahin withdraws his candidacy.
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