addresses a still timely and politically important issue. All 32 country reports

included in this book follow a unique structure that is convenient, first, for comparing
countries and, second, for selected readings on a particular topic such as politics, employment, or education with regard to Islamophobia across Europe.
The present report investigates in detail the underlying dynamics that directly or indirectly
support the rise of anti-Muslim racism in Europe. This extends from Islamophobic statements spread in national media to laws and policies that restrain the fundamental rights
of European Muslim citizens and threaten the whole of society. As a result, the European
Islamophobia Report 2019 discusses the impact of anti-Muslim racism on human rights,
multiculturalism, and the state of law in Europe.
This fifth edition of our report highlights how European societies are progressively overwhelmed by the Islamophobic discourse of the “Great Replacement” and other far-right
conspiracy theories. The 32 country reports demonstrate how governments and mainstream media participate in reproducing such discourses that put the fundamental rights of
millions of European citizens in jeopardy and how one can counteract these developments.
This compendium of useful insights and data aims to provide European policy-makers,
institutions, and NGOs with recommendations on how to tackle anti-Muslim racism in
Europe seriously.
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Executive Summary
From this report’s perspective, the year 2019 was defined by a few key events that
had a bearing on levels of Islamophobia in Poland. These include the assassination
of the Gdansk Mayor Pawel Adamowicz, an advocate of refugees (January); the violent ripples in Poland of the terrorist attack on the mosque in Christchurch in
which 51 people were fatally shot (March); and the European elections (May) and
the parliamentary elections (October), both won by the governing right-wing Law
and Justice. The results of a December survey conducted by the main Polish pollster
CBOS which reveal that 47% of respondents dislike Islam, as opposed to only 17%
respondents being comfortable with it, and 14% having personally met a Muslim,
are therefore not a surprise. Islamophobia networks span Polish political, media,
and economic elites as well as a section of the Catholic clergy, including the hierarchs, who often spread their prejudice bolstered by the prestigious office they
hold. State-controlled media, traditionally held in high regard in Poland, previously
safeguarded by the currently politicised National Board for Radio and Television,
continue to distribute content strongly framed by anti-Muslim, anti-Semitic, and
anti-LGBT prejudice. Ignorance regarding Islam among Polish youth is caused by
a lack of provision of education about all religions. Recommendations regarding
protection of minorities made this year by international bodies such as the United
Nations Committee on Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD) are unlikely
to be earnestly addressed by the current government, as they are in stark opposition
to the ruling party’s political programme.
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Streszczenie
Wydarzeniami definiującymi rok 2019 w Polsce, z perspektywy tego Raportu, były
zamach na prezydenta Gdańska Pawla Adamowicza, gwałtowne echa zamachu na
meczet w Christchurch, w którym zamordowane zostały 51 osoby, oraz wybory
do parlamentów europejskiego i polskiego, w których wygrała dotychczas rządząca,
prawicowa, populistyczna partia Prawo i Sprawiedliwość. Nie są więc niespodzianką wyniki  sondażu przeprowadzonego przez CBOS w grudniu 2019, które pokazują, ze aż 47% Polaków nie toleruje islamu i jego wyznawców, jedynie 17% akceptuje
ich, a tylko 14% zna osobiście osobę wyznania muzułmańskiego. Polska sieć islamofobii oplata polskie elity polityczne, medialne i gospodarcze, a także sporą część
katolickiego kleru. Ich uprzedzenia, przedstawiane jako patriotyzm, są wspierane
powagą urzedów politycznych i wysokich stanowisk. Media państwowe, tradycyjnie
w Polsce szanowane, po utracie niezależnosci gwarantowanej uprzednio przez obecnie upolitycznioną Krajową Radę ds. Radiofonii i Telewizji nadają przekazy nacechowane silnymi uprzedzeniami wobec islamu, muzułmanów, oraz wielu innych
mniejszości, szczególnie żydowskiej i osób LGBT.  Brak nauczania religii uwzględniąjacego religie poza katolicką przyczynia sie do kontynuacji niewiedzy na temat
islamu wśród polskiej mlodzieży. Rekomendacje Komisji ds. Eliminacji Dyskryminacji Rasowej ONZ zostaną najprawdopodobniej zignorowane przez polski rząd,
ponieważ reprezentują wartości przeciwne tym wyrażanym przez program polityczny partii rządzącej.
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Country Profile
EIR 2019
Country: Poland
Type of Regime: Democratic republic
Form of Government: Semi-presidential system
Ruling Parties: PiS – Law and Order (right-wing, national-conservative, Christian Democratic)
Opposition Parties: PO – Civic Coalition (centre-right)
Last Elections: 2017 Presidential Election: Andrzej Duda, the right-wing candidate, won 51.55% of the vote against the centre candidate Bronisław Komorowski’s 48.45%.
2019 Legislative (Parliamentary) Election: Law and Order: 235 seats; Civic
Coalition (centre-right): 134 seats; Democratic Left Alliance (centre-left): 49 seats;
Polish People’s Party (agrarian, conservative): 30 seats; Confederation Liberty and
Independence (far-right, populist): 11 seats; German Minority: 1
Total Population: 38.45 million (in 2015)
Major Languages: Polish
Official Religion: No official religion (secularism)
Statistics on Islamophobia: Officially, according to the numbers provided by
the Ministry of Interior and Administration, in 2019, 36 hate crimes were committed based on the target’s Muslim faith, and 58 hate crimes were committed based
on the target’s ethnicity that might be linked to Islam (Arabs, Chechens, Turks). The
real numbers are likely to be 20 times higher: 720 and 1,160 respectively according
to the Ombudsman’s Office.
Statistics on Racism and Discrimination: Racist hate crime based on skin
colour was put at 176; based on ethnic background at 655; based on religion at
83; and on sexual orientation at 4. Again, the realistic numbers are 3,520, 13,100,
1,660, and 80 respectively.
Major Religions (% of Population): Christianity (88.6%) Jehovah’s Witnesses
(0.34%), Buddhism (0.04%), Islam (0.013%), Indigenous religion (0.01%), and
Judaism (0.004%) (2011 based on GUS 2013)
Muslim Population (% of Population): Depending on sources between
10,000 and 25,000 (Newsweek 2016; Newsweek 2015) (less than 0.1%)
Main Muslim Community Organizations: The Muslim Religious Association (Związek Muzułmanów Polskich) and the Muslim League in the Polish Republic
(Liga Muzułmańska RP)
Main NGOs Combating Islamophobia: The Polish Ombudsman’s Office,
Never Again Association, Centre for Monitoring Racist and Xenophobic Behaviours,
Hate Stop, Fundacja im. Stefana Batorego, Center for Research on Prejudice
Far-Right Parties: Confederation Liberty and Independence (Konfederacja Wol-
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nosc i Niepodleglos), National Movement (Ruch Narodowy), National Revival of Poland (Narodowe Odrodzenie Polski)
Far-Right Movements: All-Polish Youth, National-Radical Camp, Christus
Rex, Pride and Modernity (Duma i Nowoczesność)
Far-Right Terrorist Organizations: National-Radical Camp
Limitations to Islamic Practices:
ű Hijab Ban: None
ű Halal Slaughter Ban: None
ű Minaret Ban: None
ű Circumcision Ban: None
ű Burka Ban: None
ű Prayer Ban: None
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Introduction
Speaking out in defence of ethnic, religious, and sexual minority rights in Poland carries considerable risks, as demonstrated by the fatal stabbing of the Mayor of Gdańsk
Pawel Adamowicz on 14 January 2019. Adamowicz was, among others, a staunch
advocate of minorities, including immigrants and refugees. He held a deep belief that
refugees, as victims and survivors of warfare, deserve support and assistance.1 During
a conference devoted to refugees held in the Vatican in December 2016, he directly
challenged the Law and Justice Government in respect to their refusal to receive refugees from Syria and other countries: “I’m standing here before you deeply ashamed.
I am ashamed, because I come from a country which does not want to accept refugees… despite declared Christian values it spreads the fear of refugees… this division
is painful and unnecessary.”2 Adamowicz named and shamed Polish politicians he saw
as hypocritical and responsible for these divisions: President Andrzej Duda, the then
Prime Minister Beata Szydlo, and the Law and Justice Chairman Jaroslaw Kaczynski.
Adamowicz was attacked by Polish radical conservative media.3 The circumstances of
his death mirror those of the British politician Jo Cox, the Labour Party MP stabbed
and shot by a far-right supporter on 16 June 2016, in the run-up to the Brexit referendum.4 Several Polish commentators believe that while Adamowicz’s assassin was a
long-time criminal, the assassination was politically motivated (immediately after the
stabbing, he directed grievances related to his incarceration at Civic Platform, Adamowicz’s party).5 Notably, two weeks before Adamowicz’s assassination, the Gdansk district prosecutor’s office dismissed an investigation regarding fake “death certificates”
issued in Adamowicz’s name (as well as mayors of ten other cities) by All-Polish Youth
who opposed the signing of a declaration of collaboration “for the purpose of a friendly welcoming of immigrants”. Polish Muslims were among the mourners during an
interfaith service commemorating Adamowicz on 20 January 2019.
1. “Paweł Adamowicz o zobowiązaniach wobec uchodźców - przypominamy mocne słowa z Watykanu”, Gdansk.pl, 23 January 2019, https://www.gdansk.pl/wiadomosci/pawel-adamowicz-o-zobowiazaniach-wobec-uchodzcow-przypominamy-mocne-slowa-z-watykanu,a,136361, (Access date: 26 January 2020).
2. “Europe: Refugees Are Our Brothers and Sisters – 10 December 2016”, Youtube,9 December 2016, https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=Eko3JEAGoFg&feature=emb_logo (8:51), (Access date: 26 January 2020).
3. Piotr Olejarczyk, “Prezydent Adamowicz: pomoc uchodźcom to nasz moralny obowiązek”, Onet.pl, 19 June
2017, https://trojmiasto.onet.pl/prezydent-adamowicz-pomoc-uchodzcom-to-nasz-moralny-obowiazek/478371z,
(Access date: 26 January 2020); for examples of commentators gloating about the assassination see: “Braun ostro po
śmierci prezydenta Gdańska. „Żałuję, że Paweł Adamowicz nie stanie przed sądem ludzkim” [“I regret that Pawel
Adamowicz won’t face the earthly court”] Bibula.pl, 15 January 2019, http://www.bibula.com/?p=106234, (Access
date: 26 January 2020).
4. Ian Cobain, “Jo Cox Killed in ‘Brutal, Cowardly’ and Politically Motivated Murder, Trial Hears”, The Guardian, 14 November 2016, https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2016/nov/14/jo-cox-killed-in-politically-motivated-murder-trial-thomas-mair-hears, (Access date: 26 January 2020).
5. “Atak na Pawła Adamowicza. ‘Nie trzeba być pisowskim czy antypisowskim, żeby być politycznym”, TOKFM, 14 January 2019, http://www.tokfm.pl/Tokfm/7,130517,24360916,atak-na-pawla-adamowicza-nie-trzeba-byc-pisowskim-czy-antypisowskim.html, (Access date: 26 January 2020).
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2019,
https://www.polsatnews.pl/wiadomosc/2019-02-18/rpo-liczba-przestepstw-z-nienawisci-utrzymuje-sie
https://www.polsatnews.pl/wiadomosc/2019-02-18/rpo-liczba-przestepstw-z-nienawisci-utrzymuje-sie-na-bardzobardzo-wysokim-poziomie/, (Access date: 26 January 2020).
7 wysokim-poziomie/, (Access date: 26 January 2020).
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recognising its passive stance on the matter.9 Further, the RCC as an institution
very often ignores hate speech voiced by individual priests, bishops,10 and Catholic
media outlets such as the infamous Radio Maryja run by Father Tadeusz Rydzyk
that spews hatred against Muslims and refugees.11 Other publications such as the
Catholic weekly Gosc Niedzielny (Sunday Guest) spread falsehoods about Islam
and treat Muslims in a patronising manner.12 This unwillingness to acknowledge
anti-Muslim prejudice and incidents indicates that the collaborative undertakings
such as the celebrations of the Day of Islam are somewhat tokenistic. The RCC
has an immense cultural influence on Polish society. It is impossible to discuss
Islamophobia in Poland without considering the ubiquitous institution whose
significance transcends religious practice and belief – the RCC sets the personal
routines, social expectations, aspirations, and attitudes to difference for many, if
not most, Poles.
In December 2019, the Centre for Research on Public Opinion issued the
results of the latest survey on Polish attitudes to Islam and Muslims.13 Forty-five
per cent of respondents declared a negative attitude to Islam, while only 17%
declared a positive attitude to this group. Only 14% of respondents said they
personally knew a Muslim. People representing left-wing sympathies, with better
education levels, and living in cities are more likely to see the possibility of peaceful coexistence with Muslims. People representing right-wing sympathies, with
lower education levels, and living in smaller towns and villages are more likely to
predict “conflict with Muslims” as inevitable and based on differing value systems.
Ironically, 63% of respondents see Muslims as intolerant towards other cultures
and religions.14 Although in the aftermath of Mayor Adamowicz’s assassination the
anti-immigrant, anti-Muslim discourse in the world of mainstream Polish politics
was somewhat toned down, it was only a temporary change. Piotr Pytlakowski, a
9. Stowarzyszenie Nigdy Więcej, “O agresji wobec muzułmanów – raport na Dzień Islamu w Kościele”, NGO.
pl, 25 January 2019, https://publicystyka.ngo.pl/o-agresji-wobec-muzulmanow-raport-na-dzien-islamu-w-kosciele-286133, (Access date: 26 January 2020).
10. Jarosław Makowski, “Kościół stał się przestrzenią dla szerzenia nienawiści, ksenofobii i nacjonalizmu”, Newsweek.pl, 31 March 2016, https://www.newsweek.pl/opinie/kosciol-stal-sie-przestrzenia-dla-szerzenia-nienawisci-i-ksenofobii/73x8bl9, (Access date: 26 January 2020).
11. Piotr Głuchowski and Jacek Hołub, “Prezesie, pan jest inny, niż te szczujnie pokazują Miłe chwile Kaczyńskiego
z Rydzykiem”, Wyborcza.pl, 24 October 2019, https://wyborcza.pl/duzyformat/7,127290,25343236,imperator-sekrety-ojca-rydzyka-mile-chwile-kaczynskiego-z.html, (Access date: 26 January 2020).
12. Marcin Jakimowicz, “Jezus u bram islamu”, Gosc.pl, 11 November 2019, https://www.gosc.pl/doc/5981041.
Jezus-u-bram-islamu, (Access date: 26 January 2020); Karol Wilczynski, “Kłamstwem nikogo nie nawrócicie. O
‘ewangelizacji’ muzułmanów według ‘Gościa Niedzielnego”, Magazynkontakt.pl, 19 November 2019, https://magazynkontakt.pl/klamstwem-nikogo-nie-nawrocicie/, (Access date: 26 January 2020).
13. “Postawy wobec islamu i muzułmanów”, CBOS, December 2019, https://www.cbos.pl/SPISKOM.POL/
2019/K_148_19.PDF, (Access date: 26 January 2020).
14. Ibid.
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Polityka publicist wrote in August 2019 that in Poland “the pre-pogrom climate is
becoming more intense.”15

Discussion of Islamophobic Incidents and
Discursive Events
Physical and Verbal Attacks
The official hate crime statistics regarding incidents where Muslims were targeted
continue to be low. In response to my public information request regarding hate
crimes in 2019, the Ministry of Interior and Administration asserted that in 2019,
934 investigations in cases involving hate crime were conducted, as opposed to 1,124
such investigations in 2018.16 Of those, according to the numbers provided by the
ministry, 36 were committed based on the target’s Muslim faith and 58 hate crimes
were committed based on the target’s ethnicity that might be linked to Islam (Arabs,
Chechens, Turks).17 The Ombudsman’s Office, in conjunction with the Organisation for security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE), conducted a research project
which shows that hate crime in Poland is heavily under-reported (only 5% of those
targeted report hate crime to the police).18 Therefore, it appears that in order to obtain a realistic picture of hate crime in Poland, the official statistics would have to be
multiplied by 20. Based on the prognosis suggested by the research commissioned
by the Ombudsman’s Office, these numbers are likely to be: 18,680 hate crimes in
total; 720 hate crimes against Muslims, and 1,160 hate crimes against ethnicities
commonly linked to Islam. This so-called dark number is a more realistic assessment
of hate crimes against Muslims.
In February 2019, Ombudsman Adam Bodnar presented Polish Prime Minister Mateusz Morawiecki with recommendations regarding strategies for combatting
hate speech and hate crime. The recommendations belonged to two categories: those
related to “propagation of totalitarian regimes” and hate speech/hate crime related
to individual characteristics such as body ability, age, and sexual and gender identities (religion and race are already constitutionally protected characteristics, at least
15. Piotr Pytlakowski, “W Polsce narasta atmosfera przedpogromowa”, Polityka.pl, 5 August 2019, https://www.
polityka.pl/tygodnikpolityka/spoleczenstwo/1917660,1,w-polsce-narasta-atmosfera-przedpogromowa.read?, (Access date: 26 January 2020); Zagner Agnieszka “W Polsce rośnie liczba napaści na muzułmanów”, Polityka.pl, 26
January 2019, https://www.polityka.pl/tygodnikpolityka/kraj/1780002,1,w-polsce-rosnie-liczba-napasci-na-muzulmanow.read, (Access date: 26 January 2020).
16. Freedom of Information Request response (private email communication), Department of Security, Ministry of
Internal Affairs and Administration, 31 January 2020.
17. Freedom of Information Request response (private email communication), Department of Security, Ministry
of Internal Affairs and Administration, 14 February 2020. Inexplicably, hate crimes against Catholics were given as
43 – the highest on the list and up from only 8 in 2018.
18. “Jedynie 5% przestępstw motywowanych nienawiścią jest zgłaszanych na policję - badania RPO i ODIHR/
OBWE”, Biuro Rzecznika Praw Obywatelskich, 2 July 2018, https://rpo.gov.pl/pl/content/jedynie-5-przestepstwmotywowanych-nienawiscia-jest-zglaszanych-na-policje-badania-rpo-i-odihrobwe, (Access date: 24 January 2020).
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in theory). The Ombudsman also recommended a special task force to investigate
Internet-based hate speech and a large diversity and inclusivity training programme
for different groups. However, the response of the government was “disappointing”,
according to the Ombudsman.19 The response focused primarily on the increased
penalization for propagation of totalitarian regimes, and the other proposals were assessed as “outside the scope of operation” of the cross-departmental task force founded by Prime Minister Morawiecki.
The waters are muddled by conservative Catholic organisations such as Ordo
Iuris which manipulate hate crime statistics by claiming that Christians (usually
assumed to be Catholics) are often the subjects of increasing harassment in Poland, failing to mention that most (35 out of 39) incidents classified by OSCE as
“biased against Christians” are crimes against property (for example, theft from a
church) and out of the remaining, 4 crimes involve bodily injury targeting Jehovah’s Witnesses.20
Meanwhile, according to the report submitted in 2019 to the United Nations
Committee on Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD) by the Polish Ombudsman, “Since 2016, Muslims have been the group most frequently targeted by
hate crime in Poland.”21 The official Polish delegation claimed that the Polish government opposes discrimination but could not quote any examples of politicians challenging hate speech. In the 29 August final remarks, CERD requested an additional
report from Poland which is a highly unusual measure indicating an urgent need for
addressing hate crime arising in Poland.22

Employment
In 2018, the Ombudsman’s Office commissioned a report23 on the relationship between the labour market and religious identity in Poland. Published in December
2018, it illustrates a fraught situation for visibly religious participants in the labour
market. Touched upon in the 2019 report, it remains the most up-to-date analysis
19. “MSWiA: trwają prace nad zaostrzeniem prawa za propagowanie faszyzmu i nawoływanie do nienawiści “,
Biuro Rzecznika Praw Obywatelskich, 13 May 2019, https://www.rpo.gov.pl/pl/content/trwaja-prace-nad-zaostrzeniem-prawa-za-propagowanie-faszyzmu-i-nawolywanie-do-nienawisci, (Access date: 24 January 2020).
20. Anna Mierzyńska, “Manipulacje Ordo Iuris. ‘W Europie rośnie zagrożenie przestępstwami wobec chrześcijan’.
Sprawdzamy” OKO Press, 24 November 2019, https://oko.press/manipulacje-ordo-iuris/, (Access date: 24 January
2020).
21. “Komitet ONZ badał wykonanie przez Polskę Konwencji ws. likwidacji wszelkich form dyskryminacji rasowej”,
Biuro Rzecznika Praw Obywatelskich, 7 August 2019, https://www.rpo.gov.pl/pl/content/komitet-onz-zbada-wykonanie-przez-polske-konwencji-ws-likwidacji-wszelkich-form-dyskryminacji-rasowej, (Access date: 24 January 2020).
22. Marta K. Nowak, “ONZ chce od Polski dodatkowego sprawozdania z walki z rasizmem. ‘Uznano, że sytuacja jest niepokojąca”, OKO Press, 6 September 2019, https://oko.press/jak-polska-walczy-z-rasizmem/?fbclid=IwAR1iM9Yuc0foQywPzfT4UOgd7_zdTsllaHjR7HjBFTS9eQf4eNCZ084hzfo, (Access date: 24 January 2020).
23. Elżbieta Ciżewska-Martyńska, Marcin Jewdokimow, Mustafa Switat and Bartłomiej Walczak, “Rynek pracy a
równe traktowanie ze względu na wyznanie. Raport z badania”, (Warsaw University, Warsaw: 2018), https://siecobywatelska.pl/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Raport_rynek-pracy-a-r%C3%B3wne-traktowanie-ze-wzgl%C4%99duna-wyznanie.pdf, (Access date: 24 January 2020).
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of the topic that draws heavily on interviews with members of religious minorities
living in Poland. Muslim respondents indicated a variety of areas where Polish labour
law does not ensure equal treatment of employees. One of them is religious holidays
such as Eid, when it is entirely up to the employer whether the employee can take
a day off. One strategy to address this is to take a sick day. On the whole, however,
Muslims seek employment in workplaces that explicitly embrace diversity – for example, progressive foundations, community centres, Muslim organizations, or with
Muslim employers who are more likely to accept the requirements of the Islamic
religious calendar.24 Muslim respondents also report that refugees and immigrants
are frequently scammed by employers who prey on those who may fear deportation
or imprisonment by the authorities, even if such fears are unfounded.25 Some Muslim respondents indicate that attitudes to diversity are slowly changing thanks to the
rise of the corporate work culture where the upper management is often recruited
globally. On the whole, however, they feel they do not have access to effective tools,
in legal terms, to fight religion-based discrimination in the workplace which affects
the reporting rates – many people choose to ignore it or find another job.26 Muslim
organisations on the other hand, tend to network with the Ombudsman’s Office,
various associations providing legal aid, and “left-wing politicians”27 who support
them in discrimination cases. Needless to say, Polish right-wing media eagerly deny
any workplace discrimination against Muslims. In an article denouncing the policies
of the European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) addressing discriminatory practices against Muslims (which the author called “alleged discrimination”),
PCh24.pl, a right-wing, nationalist website quoted Marek Jurek, a Polish member of
the European Parliament, who said that “discriminated against groups are artificially
constructed in an attempt to take over control and disassemble the nation states.”28
The Ombudsman’s Office’s report cited here demonstrates that the problem of
religion-based discrimination in the Polish workplace exists, but since no data is
being collected, it is difficult to assess the scale of the problem, and, consequently,
effectively address it.

Education
In addition to the fact that there is no coherent effort to educate Polish students
about faiths other than Catholicism (during 12 years of primary and secondary education, only 1 religious education [RE] lesson is devoted to non-Christian religions,
24. Elżbieta Ciżewska-Martyńska et al., “Rynek pracy”.
25. Ibid., p. 95.
26. Ibid., p. 100.
27. Ibid., p. 102.
28. For more information, see: “Nowa ‘misja’ Komisji Europejskiej. Będzie walczyć z dyskryminacją muzułmanów”,
PCh24.pl, 27 March 2019,https://www.pch24.pl/nowa-misja-komisji-europejskiej--bedzie-walczyc-z-dyskryminacja-muzulmanow,67134,i.html, (Access date: 24 January 2020).
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with 2 RE lessons taught per week),29 the entire educational system tends to rely on
memorisation of information rather than fostering independent, critical thinking.
Polish students are more likely to be tested on the types of natural resources in the
Middle East, rather than learn about the effects that drilling for oil has on the local
communities.30 They are not encouraged to comprehend the relationships between
current neo-colonialist politics, including U.S. (and Polish) military involvement in
Iraq and Afghanistan, the profitable contracts awarded to Western companies, and
the civil wars tearing apart countries such as Iraq and Syria. The teaching of world
history is often concluded at 1989, leaving no scope for the development of understanding of geopolitical reasons that led, for example, to recent waves of refugees
fleeing conflict in the Middle East.
There are few independent analyses of representations of Islam in Polish textbooks and the existing ones are outdated. They point out that the often negative
representations focusing on conflicts involving the West and the Islamic world and
ignoring the positive relationships are particularly dangerous as they are sanctioned
by the curriculum.31 Sometimes schools invite independent external educators to
run seminars for their students and teachers (two examples of such initiatives are
the “Culture of Islam +” [W kregu kultury islamu +] series run by UNESCO and its
affiliates, and training delivered by Anna Wilczyńska) but welcoming such initiatives
may carry a considerable risk for school administrators. In 2019, the dismissal of the
head teacher of the primary school in Dobczyce (in the Lesser Poland region) was a
result of her school receiving two Algerian students who briefly taught the students
Arabic language and Algerian culture as part of the AIESEC programme. The regional department of education concluded that the head teacher “failed to ensure the
pupils’ psychological and physical wellbeing… given that the volunteers were not
from countries from within the Anglo-Saxon region.”32 Notably, the official in charge
of the department of education responsible for this dismissal, Barbara Nowak, was
cited in the Brown Book published by the Never Again Association that documents
hate crime.33 In her 2018 speech addressing secondary school students in Krakow,
29. “Zmieńmy to, jak uczymy o uchodźstwie i islamie [WYWIAD]”, Islamista.pl, 20 June 2019, https://islamistablog.pl/2019/06/20/zmienmy-to-jak-uczymy-o-uchodzstwie-i-islamie-wywiad/, (Access date: 24 January
2020).
30. Dorota Wodecka, “Alina Czyżewska: Władza należy do narodu, tylko nikt nas nie uczy z niej korzystać”,
Wyborcza.pl, 14 December 2019, https://wyborcza.pl/magazyn/7,124059,25510652,alina-czyzewska-wladza-nalezy-do-narodu-tylko-nikt-nas-nie.html, (Access date: 24 January 2020).
31. Katarzyna Górak-Sosnowska “Wizerunek islamu w Polsce na przykładzie podręczników szkolnych” [in:] Islam i
obywatelskość w Europie, ed. K. Górak-Sosnowska, P. Kubicki and K. Pędziwiatr, (Warszawa: 2006).
32. Olga Szpunar, “Dyrektorce szkoły grozi zwolnienie. Bo studenci z Algierii uczyli dzieci pisać po arabsku”, Wyborcza.pl, 26 February 2019, https://krakow.wyborcza.pl/krakow/7,44425,24493245,przerwana-lekcja-tolerancji.
html, (Access date: 24 January 2020).
33. Stowarzyszenie Nigdy Więcej, “O agresji wobec muzułmanów – raport na Dzień Islamu w Kościele”, NGO.
pl 25 January 2019, https://publicystyka.ngo.pl/o-agresji-wobec-muzulmanow-raport-na-dzien-islamu-w-kosciele-286133, (Access date: 26 January 2020).
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she encouraged them to “defend Europe from Islam” like the school’s patron, King
Jan III Sobieski. This call did not go unanswered; it was undoubtedly the lack of
education about Islam and Muslims, coupled with such dehumanising discourse that
led students to stage an execution at their Tarnow secondary school using a replica of
the gun used by the terrorist who carried out the attack on the Christchurch mosque.
The head teacher, responding to the media uproar, denied that the students meant
any harm or offense.34 Subsequently, however, educators Anna and Karol Wilczyńscy, conducted training for teachers at that school to address the need for countering
stereotypes about Islam.35

Politics
The Helsinki Foundation’s analysis of the 2018 local election campaign demonstrated the persistence of anti-Muslim themes in campaign media and other materials.36
The European parliamentary elections in May 2019 and the Polish parliamentary
elections in October 2019 were not infused with xenophobic messages to such an
extent as the 2018 local elections, possibly due to legal challenges issued by the Ombudsman and warnings by the United Nations’ Committee on the Elimination of
Racial Discrimination (CERD) who noted that anti-Muslim and anti-refugee hate
speech flows from the very top of the Polish government.37 The statements quoted by
CERD were those of Jaroslaw Kaczyński, the chairman of Law and Justice, and other
top politicians from 2015-2017.
In November 2019, another Law and Justice politician, the Catholic activist
Dominik Tarczyński, a member of parliament representing the Lublin district, expressed statements similar to his party colleagues’ in his interview for Al Jazeera TV.38
He stated, “We don’t want Poland to be taken over by Muslims, Buddhists (sic) or
anybody else… and nobody will ever force us to receive Muslims, Buddhists, and
non-believers in huge numbers… For me, a multicultural society is not a worthwhile
value… it is not a virtue. The Christian culture, the Roman law, the Greek philoso34. Angelika Pitoń, “Uczniowie zainscenizowali egzekucję, pozowali z repliką broni zamachowca. Tak wyglądały
dni otwarte w szkole”, Wyborcza.pl, 9 May 2019, https://krakow.wyborcza.pl/krakow/7,44425,24765428,uczniowie-zainscenizowali-egzekucje-pozowali-z-replika-broni.html, (Access date: 24 January 2020).
35. Renata Radłowska, “Przemyśl islam razem z muzułmanami. ‘Rethinking Islam”, Wyborcza.pl, 16 May 2019,
https://krakow.wyborcza.pl/krakow/7,44425,24789185,przemysl-islam-razem-z-muzulmanami-rethinking-islam.
html, (Access date: 24 January 2020).
36. Helsinska Fundacja Praw Czlowieka, “Raport z monitoringu – migranci, uchodzcy i ksenofobia w kampanii
wyborczej 2018”, hfhr.pl, December 2018, http://www.hfhr.pl/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Raport-monitoring-mowy-nienawiści-w-kampanii-wyborczej.pdf, (Access date: 24 January 2020).
37. Marta K. Nowak, “ONZ chce od Polski dodatkowego sprawozdania z walki z rasizmem. ‘Uznano, że sytuacja jest niepokojąca”, OKO Press, 6 September 2019, https://oko.press/jak-polska-walczy-z-rasizmem/?fbclid=IwAR1iM9Yuc0foQywPzfT4UOgd7_zdTsllaHjR7HjBFTS9eQf4eNCZ084hzfo, (Access date: 24 January 2020).
38. “Polish MP: ‘For Me, Multiculturalism Is Not a Value”, Aljazeera, 9 November 2019, https://www.aljazeera.
com/programmes/upfront/2019/11/polish-mp-multiculturalism-191108202121337.html, (Access date: 24 January 2020).
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phers, these are virtues.”39 Elsewhere in the interview, he stated that most terrorists
were Muslim. He also repeated many other stereotypes about Muslims and refugees
which the interviewer challenged as untrue.40 While Tarczyński ostensibly spoke as
an individual, the actions of the Law and Justice government in their previous terms
reflect these sentiments, and the election of Law and Justice in October 2019 suggests that the policies in the areas of diversity, including fighting xenophobia and
racism, will be actively hindered.

Media
TVP Info, the main mouthpiece of the Law and Justice Government, remains
decidedly anti-Muslim in its coverage. Out of the 31 articles from 2019 discussing Islam and Muslims, only 7 presented this topic in a neutral manner. The
remaining 23 articles focused on anti-Christian prejudice in Muslim countries,
and sported alarmist headlines about growing Muslim populations and crimes
committed by Muslims in Western Europe. Headlines such as “3 Million Muslims
in the UK”, “Muslims in France Demand Introduction of Shari’a Law”, and “The
Most Popular Name in Oslo is Not Olaf ” are typical of the site. In an article from
15 December about the Islamic summit in Malaysia, published on tvp.info, the
author writes about an “imaginary problem of Islamophobia”, clearly uninterested in discussing attacks on Muslim which happened in Poland and were documented by the Ombudsman’s office, the Brown Book, the Helsinki Foundation,
and other human rights NGOs. TVP Info is also silent about repressions against
Uyghur Muslims in China and Rohingya Muslims in Myanmar. Those could certainly be described as Islamophobia, but, unsurprisingly, TVP Info does not cover
these incidents.
The infamous Radio Maryja/Telewizja Trwam pair constituting the “media empire of Father Tadeusz Rydzyk” also engages in fearmongering against Muslims. In
April 2019, they ran an interview with an academic about harassment of Christians
in Muslim countries,41 a theme which is rapidly gaining traction in Poland.

39. Aldona Brauła, “Poseł PiS w telewizji Al Jazeera. Nie powstrzymał języka”, O2.pl, 8 November 2019, https://
www.o2.pl/artykul/posel-pis-w-telewizji-al-jazeera-nie-powstrzymal-jezyka-6443899971307137a, (Access date: 24
January 2020).
40. Robert Stefanicki, “Ostre przesłuchanie Dominika Tarczyńskiego w Al-Dżazirze. ‘Nie chcemy, by muzułmanie
i buddyści przejęli Polskę”, Wyborcza.pl, 10 November 2019, https://wyborcza.pl/7,75399,25395687,ostre-przesluchanie-dominika-tarczynskiego-w-al-dzazirze-nie.html, (Access date: 24 January 2020).
41. “Tylko U Nas] Dr. Ł. Fryderek: W Krajach Muzułmańskich Niezmiennie Trwają Prześladowania Chrześcijan”,
RadioMaryja.pl, 20 April 2019, https://www.radiomaryja.pl/informacje/tylko-u-nas-dr-l-fryderek-w-krajach-muzulmanskich-niezmiennie-trwaja-przesladowania-chrzescijan/, (Access date: 24 January 2020).
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Justice System
After Mayor Adamowicz’s death, MPs requested a report from the Ministry of Justice about statistics regarding hate crime, specifically how many cases are reported,
what types of crimes are identified, investigated, prosecuted, what are the sentencing
trends, and how many cases are dismissed and settled. Importantly, the Ministry of
Justice is preparing to amend Article 53 of the Criminal Code, in order to change
the directives regarding sentencing – the circumstances of the crime, such as religious motivations, will influence the sentence.48 However, lawyers argue that further
changes are needed, in particular setting out a legally binding definition of hate
speech; the introduction of penalties for membership in organisations inciting or
promoting racial hatred; and an amendment to Articles 119, 256, and 257 of the
Criminal Code to extend the catalogue of protected characteristics (to include body
ability, sexual identity, gender identity, etc.).49 It is yet to be known what and when
any changes are going to be introduced.
In 2019, sentencing pertaining to Islamophobic hate speech and crime varied,
based on the type of court and case. While violent crime involving breach of bodily
integrity tends to be prosecuted and convicted50 (although, as the case of the Indian
student battered on the commuter train in July in Gdansk demonstrates victims
are still turned away from filing witness statements at police stations for reasons as
flimsy as the lack of a translator),51 hate speech is more tolerated by courts which are
sometimes lenient in their sentencing. In June 2019, the District Court in Warsaw
dismissed the case against Michal Lisiecki, the former chairman of PMPG Polskie
Media SA, publisher of the two prominent Polish weeklies Wprost and doRzeczy. He
was prosecuted after he tweeted on 7 April 2017: “A truck [driven by a terrorist –
AP] hit the crowds in Stockholm – let 10 x that many Muslim heads be cut down
#toothforatooth”.52 Such an act is classified as “inciting racial hatred”. The case was
48. Agata Łukaszewicz, “Co Ministerstwo Sprawiedliwości robi z mową nienawiści”, RP.pl, 17 April 2019, https://
www.rp.pl/Prawo-karne/304169927-Co-Ministerstwo-Sprawiedliwosci-robi-z-mowa-nienawisci.html,
(Access
date: 24 January 2020).
49. Ibid.
50. Michalina Bednarek, “Skazany za ubliżanie i okrzyki ‘je...ać islam’. Dzięki pasażerce tramwaju mężczyzna nie
uniknął kary”, Wyborcza.pl, 29 June 2019, https://katowice.wyborcza.pl/katowice/7,35063,24946661,skazany-za-ublizanie-i-okrzyki-je-ac-islam-dzieki-pasazerce.html?fbclid=IwAR2bu-97q48fKJLt9eiYy-caYTP8oI5LiLPx-wLlA2y29OfoXW2710YlGFc, (Access date: 24 January 2020); Piotr Żytnicki, “Kopali i obrażali adwokata, bo myśleli, że jest Arabem. Ale był Polakiem”, Wyborcza.pl, 27 June 2019, https://poznan.wyborcza.pl/
poznan/7,36001,24940945,kopali-i-obrazali-adwokata-bo-mysleli-ze-jest-arabem-ale.html?fbclid=IwAR3volYqScNmETKva0bMhiG0zRtideJt9t2piO32u0AutNpylyOscqwNe-8, (Access date: 24 January 2020).
51. Maciej Deja, “Gdańsk. Pobił Hindusa w SKM-ce, bo myślał, że to Arab”, Wp.pl, 8 July 2019, https://
wiadomosci.wp.pl/gdansk-pobil-hindusa-w-skm-ce-bo-myslal-ze-to-arab-6400495583213697a, (Access date: 24
January 2020).
52. Zuzanna Bukłaha, “Akt oskarżenia przeciwko wydawcy ‘Wprost’ i tygodnika ‘Do Rzeczy’. Za ścinanie ‘islamskich
głów”, Wyborcza.pl, 7 February 2019, https://warszawa.wyborcza.pl/warszawa/7,54420,24437189,akt-oskarzenia-przeciwko-wydawcy-wprost-i-tygodnika-do-rzeczy.html?fbclid=IwAR325SGBh4BM_nOyB6dywvq11XBkWw6fbr8BvONXM2UyuiKGOKe5pxLLt_4, (Access date: 24 January 2020).

626

setav.org

ISLAMOPHOBIA IN POLAND

dismissed conditionally for a year (which means that it may be reopened if the accused reoffends) and Lisiecki was ordered to pay 15,000 PLN to the Fund in Aid
of the Victims of Crime,53 managed by the Minister of Justice.54 The accused’s legal
team suggested “minimal public harm”, but this is a questionable argument, considering the social standing of Lisiecki who, after resigning as chairman, is still on the
board of the PMPG Polskie Media SA. The irony of the sentence is based on the fact
that Zbigniew Ziobro, the current Minister of Justice, is known for his anti-Muslim
sentiments – in 2016, he said in an interview that if in 2015 his party (Law and
Justice) had not won the elections, there would be “Islamic areas” in Poland already,
referring to the more open attitude to receiving refugees represented by Law and
Justice’s political opponent, the Civic Platform.55 Further, it was a Law and Justice
2018 campaign video, praised by Beata Mazurek, the Law and Justice spokesperson,
that was reported by the Ombudsman to the prosecutor’s office for inciting racial
hatred against Muslims. The prosecutor declined to investigate, but after the Ombudsman’s appeal, the Warsaw District Court ordered the prosecutor to undertake
an investigation.56
This incident is particularly alarming in light of the November 2019 arrest of
two individuals by the Internal Security Agency (Agencja Bezpieczeństwa Wewnętrznego), the Polish counterterrorism agency. The two men plotted a terror attack involving explosives targeting Polish Muslims. They were inspired by attacks in Norway in 2011 and New Zealand in 2019.57 As seen in the next section, Lisiecki was
only one prominent example of a “wall of hate” that is the Polish far-right Internet,
and such a lenient sentence is no doubt an encouraging sign for Islamophobia actors.

Internet
Anti-Muslim hate speech is ubiquitous on the Polish Internet. It is spread by both
so-called common people as well as members of political and media elites, such
as Lisiecki. What is particularly alarming is the degree to which it is harnessed to
propel and fuel careers of ostensibly mainstream politicians. In other words, Islam53. “Sąd umorzył postępowanie ws. tweeta Lisieckiego o ‘ścinaniu islamskich głów”, Press.pl, 13 June 2019, https://
www.press.pl/tresc/57565,sad-umorzyl-postepowanie-ws_-tweeta-lisieckiego-o-_scinaniu-islamskich-glow, (Access
date: 24 January 2020).
54. “Fundusz Sprawiedliwosci”, https://www.funduszsprawiedliwosci.gov.pl/pl/o-funduszu-sprawiedliwosci/, (Access date: 24 January 2020).
55. “Gdyby w Polsce był inny wynik wyborów, to już byłyby tworzone dzielnice islamskie”, Wprost.pl, 8 August
2016, https://www.wprost.pl/kraj/10018340/gdyby-w-polsce-byl-inny-wynik-wyborow-to-juz-bylyby-tworzonedzielnice-islamskie.html, (Access date: 24 January 2020).
56. “Konwencje, nielegalne reklamy i kontrowersyjny spot. Miliony na kampanię PiS”, TVN24.pl, 1 March 2019,
https://konkret24.tvn24.pl/polityka,112/konwencje-nielegalne-reklamy-i-kontrowersyjny-spot-miliony-na-kampanie-pis,913896.html, (Access date: 24 January 2020).
57. “ABW zatrzymała dwie osoby podejrzewane o szykowanie ataków na muzułmanów”, PAP.pl, 13 November 2019, https://www.pap.pl/aktualnosci/news%2C541517%2Cabw-zatrzymala-dwie-osoby-podejrzewane-o-szykowanie-atakow-na-muzulmanow, (Access date: 24 January 2020).
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ophobic sympathies can be transformed into political capital at the governmental
level, which has been described by Monika Bobako in her incisive analysis.58 This
is illustrated by a campaign of Islamophobic hate waged by the Szczecin alderman
Robert Matecki (Law and Justice). The Centre for Monitoring Racist and Xenophobic Behaviours, one of the key Polish anti-discrimination NGOs, reported
him to the prosecutor’s office for a “systemic program of slandering Muslims.”59
Remarkably, Matecki is also a former collaborator of the then Justice Minister
Patryk Jaki – he was “confidentially” contracted to manage social media for the
Ministry of Justice.60 The titles of Facebook pages he founded or managed as an
administrator include “No
to Islamisation
of Poland”,
“Army of
Patriots”, “Our
and
a database
of crimes
committed
by Muslims an
Homeland, Poland”, “Right-Wing Szczecin”, “Right-Wing Internet”, “I Support
the Law and Justice Government”,
and “IMuslims
Don’t Want and
Islamisation
evidence“I’m
fora Pole”,
keeping
refugees out of Pol
of Poland”. Examination of the posted content reveals offensive memes focusing
are byreflected
on Muslims and refugees,anti-refugee
and a database ofdiscourses
crimes committed
Muslims andvisually, inclu
refugees in Germany (ostensibly as evidence for keeping Muslims and refugees out
Europe, Germany overrun by Muslims, and sexualise
of Poland). All the tropes of anti-Muslim and anti-refugee discourses are reflected
visually, including Poles as
defenders of weakened
Europe, Germany
overrun
by
simultaneously
revealing
“folksy”
clothing
and burkaMuslims, and sexualised imagery of German women wearing simultaneously revealing “folksy” clothing and
burka-type
that conceals
the face
reveals
reveals
theclothing
cleavage.
Below
is but
a selection
of images
the cleavage. Below is a selection of images posted on the “No to Islamisation of
Poland"
Poland” group in which Matecki
was group
involved.in which Matecki was involved.

Figure 3: This image references the Volkswagen logo changed here to include the Islamic star and crescent as a
sarcastic symbol of “Islamised” Germany.61 .

Figure 3: This image references the Volkswagen logo changed h
sarcastic symbol of “Islamised” Germany. 61 .
58. Monika Bobako, Islamofobia jako technologia władzy. Studium z antropologii politycznej [Islamophobia as technology of power. A study in political anthropology], (Krakow: Universitas, 2017).

59. Jolanta Kowalewska, “Kierował akcją systemowego znieważania’ Będzie zawiadomienie do prokuratury na
radnego PiS”, Wyborcza.pl, 24 June 2019, https://szczecin.wyborcza.pl/szczecin/7,34939,24930980,bedzie-zawiadomienie-do-prokuratury-na-radnego-pis-dariusza.html, (Access date: 24 January 2020).
60. Ibid.
61. Nie Dla Islamizacji Polski, Facebook, 4 October 2017, https://www.facebook.com/niedlaislamizacji.poland/
photos/a.460112287504274/830584690457030/?type=3&theater, (Access date: 24 January 2020).
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Figure 3: This image references the Volkswagen logo changed here to incl
sarcastic symbol of “Islamised” Germany. 61 .

Figure 4: A cartoon-style drawing of a fearful brown-skinned man with a beard and a turban, followed by a lighter62
skinned man in a knight’s helmet, carrying
a sword.4:
Figure
A cartoon-style drawing of a fearful brown-skinned man with a bea

skinned man in a knight’s helmet, carrying a sword. 62

Figure 5: A woman with a covered face as61a deviant object on the spoof cover of Playboy magazine. The goat at the
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connotations
zoophilia, with
a common
expletive
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the center of the “O” in “PLAYBOY” has connotations of zoophilia, and is a
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62. Nie Dla Islamizacji Polski, Facebook, 24 November 2016, https://www.facebook.com/niedlaislamizacji.poland/
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(Access date: 24 January
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64. Anna Mierzyńska, “Szacun dla gościa’ – polscy nacjonaliści o mordercy 50 osób w Nowej Zelandii”, OKO
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(Access
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one stood out in the context of the attempt to conduct an anti-Muslim terrorist attack described earlier in this report: “in my view, this guy will have copycats”.65
It was undoubtedly these types of comments that Poznan imam Youssef Chadid
referred to when speaking about support among some Poles for the Christchurch
terrorist. He made this observation during the demonstration “Hello Brother Hello
Sister” in remembrance of the victims of the attack. He was immediately attacked by
the Law and Justice alderwoman Lidia Dudziak who demanded that Chadid apologise for his statement. She claimed he had no right to accuse Polish people because
he is a “guest in Poland” and made untrue statements that Christians are the main
target of Islamist terrorism.66 The alderwoman’s position represents wilful ignorance
of the facts,67 namely that Muslims are the most likely group to be victims of terrorist
attacks today.
Individual Catholic priests sometimes openly express Islamophobic views online without repercussions from the hierarchy or the Polish legal system. For example, Fr. Tomasz Brussy, a vicar at the Gostyn Parish and former mentor in the
Catholic Youth Association, is known for distributing far-right content on his social
media profiles. One of the articles he shared was titled “Europe Can’t See That It’s
Subject to the Worst Kind of Slavery – Islam”.68

Central Figures in the Islamophobia Network
Central figures in the Polish Islamophobic networks simultaneously traverse farright media outlets, think tanks, social media, and traditional institutions like the
state and the Church. The institutional anchoring provides financial stability, while
tailored messaging ensures support of the public across different age groups and
other socioeconomic characteristics. In 2019, it appears that the individuals active
in Polish Islamophobic networks largely shifted their focus to harassing the LGBT
community and climate change activists. Occasional Islamophobic outbursts often
pepper their anti-LGBT tirades. Rafal Ziemkiewicz, a right-wing publicist, wrote
that “[a strong church] is the final bulwark against our transformation into a rainbow
brothel with a prospect of a hostile Islamic takeover, just as in the West.”69
65. Ibid.
66. Tomasz Nyczka, “Radna PiS Lidia Dudziak: Poznański imam powinien przeprosić”, Wyborcza.pl, 2 April 2019,
https://poznan.wyborcza.pl/poznan/7,36001,24607131,radna-pis-lidia-dudziak-poznanski-imam-powinien-przeprosic.html, (Access date: 24 January 2020).
67. Jack Herrera, “Most Terrorist Victims Are Muslims”, PSMag.com, 18 March 2019, https://psmag.com/news/
most-terrorist-victims-are-muslim, (Access date: 24 January 2020).
68. Piotr Żytnicki, “Ksiądz Tomasz Brussy wspiera homofobiczną akcję ‘Gazety Polskiej”, Wyborcza.pl, 19 July
2019, https://poznan.wyborcza.pl/poznan/7,36001,25009108,ksiadz-tomasz-brussy-popiera-homofobiczna-akcjegazety-polskiej.html, (Access date: 24 January 2020).
69. Rafał Ziemkiewicz, “Trąd u Ołtarza”, Interia.pl, 17 May 2019, https://fakty.interia.pl/opinie/ziemkiewicz/newstrad-u-oltarza,nId,2995509, (Access date: 24 January 2020).
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At the conference 4th European Congress for Defending Christians, preying on
the irrational fear of Islam replacing Christianity in Europe, the editor-in-chief of
the right-wing weekly doRzeczy Pawel Lisicki delivered a speech titled “The Future of
Europe? Between the Caliphate and Homoland”, combining Islamophobia and anti-LGBT prejudice. Lisicki is also a staunch critic of Pope Francis and those sections
of the Catholic Church’s hierarchy he considers too engaged in inter-religious dialogue.70 He represents a local variety of sedevacantism, a movement that denounces
the Pope.
The person more resonating with Lisicki’s sympathies would be Roman Kneblewicz, an openly fascism-admiring Polish Catholic priest representing a mix of
extremist views against Muslims, refugees, and LGBT people. He was invited to
deliver the Lent retreat in the London parish of Finchley (where many Poles reside
and attend church), but his visit was cancelled due to protests.71
Finally, what is worth noting is the potential future impact of Janusz Korwin-Mikke, a former member of the European Parliament, who is currently a member of Parliament (since November 2019) and the chairperson of the populist Confederation for Liberty and Independence party, known for extremely chauvinistic
and xenophobic views.72 Seen by many as a bizarre element of the Polish political
scene, regularly running in presidential elections and amassing marginal support, he
has recently increased his influence especially among digitally literate, unemployed
Polish males aged 18-24. Korwin-Mikke is active on YouTube and in the weekly
Najwyzszy Czas! (High Time!) where he regularly spouts Islamophobic views.73 His
election gives him a platform for future antics in the parliament.

Observed Civil Society and Political Initiatives to
Counter Islamophobia
The state educational system continues to fail to provide factual and objective information on Islam with the exception of specialised and elite university programmes.
Progressive media, as mentioned in the Media section of this report, and other civil
society actors are left to make up for these shortcomings, and while they are only able
to address them individually, rather than systemically, they provide a valuable public
70. Radio WNet, “Lisicki: Co łączy papieża Franciszka z typową lewaczką - Antje Jackelén? NOWA KSIĄŻKA
LISICKIEGO”, Youtube, 5 October 2017, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QBZgL0-l6uI, (Access date: 24
January 2020).
71. “Roman Kneblewski – An Ultra-Nationalist, Anti-Migrant and Anti-LGBT Activist in Finchley”, Faith-Matters.org,
13 March 2019, https://www.faith-matters.org/2019/03/13/roman-kneblewski-an-ultra-nationalist-anti-migrantand-anti-lgbt-activist-in-finchley/, (Access date: 24 January 2020).
72. “Uprzedzenia, Strach, czy Niewiedza?”, Stowarzyszenie Interwencji Prawnej, January 2016, https://interwencjaprawna.pl/docs/ARE-116-uprzedzenia-mlodych-polakow.pdf, (Access date: 24 January 2020).
73. Asmeredakcja, “Musimy się zdecydować: walczymy czy poddajemy się muzułmanom? - Janusz Korwin-Mikke”,
Youtube, 6 June 2013, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UsdvTuXB0yo, (Access date: 24 January 2020).
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service, especially in urban areas. Anna Wilczyńska, a specialist in Arab studies who
runs the Islamista.pl blog, reviews children’s literature that introduces Muslims and
refugees. Her recommendations include Who Are They, Those Muslims? by Zuzanna
Pol, an accessible book that introduces young readers to Islam and clarifies stereotypes, and Nabu’s Journey, Jaroslaw Mikolajewski’s book about a refugee girl that
involves the young reader in the creation of the outcome for the heroine.
As mentioned in the Education section, educational initiatives that aim to deliver culturally sensitive training about Islam are funded by global organisations
(UNESCO, AIESEC) and local activists such as Anna and Karol Wilczyńscy. These
valuable initiatives do not however have the impact necessary to transform Polish
attitudes to Islam that are often rooted in a lack of knowledge and interaction with
Muslims. Mainstream educational institutions such as libraries, museums, and art
centres actively educate their target groups about Islam. An example is the annual
celebration of the Christian-Muslim dialogue held by the Centre of Modern Art in
Torun74 in collaboration with the Doha Association from Katowice. Commercial
training about Islam delivered by specialist foundations, such as El-Karama, are worthy of note.75 These programmes of study are aimed at particular vocational groups,
such as uniformed forces and commercial firms.
During its term, the Law and Justice government has systematically removed
funds from third-sector organisations who rely on state funding and whose mission
is in opposition to its ideology. One such organisation was Refugee.pl which provided assistance to refugees.76 This does not bode well for the civil society organisations
that promote peaceful coexistence with Muslims in Poland. For the time being, the
best institutional allies of Muslims in Poland are the Ombudsman who is active in
tracing and challenging discriminating practices; progressive media which carry out
the task of educating the public about Islam; and NGOs such as the Never Again Association, Centre for Monitoring Racist and Xenophobic Behaviours, Hejt Stop, and
others who keep records of hate crime and the legal processes that follow reporting.

Conclusion and Policy Recommendations
This report illustrates some trends in Islamophobia in Poland in 2019. First, it
demonstrates how terrorist attacks are indeed fuel for hate speech and hate crime.
It appears that it does not matter whether the attack was carried against Muslims or by Muslims; as long as the attack can be framed as part of the conflict
74. Centrum Sztuki Wspołczesnej, “Orient Express: Sztuka Dialogu”, CSW.torun.pl, 23 January 2019, https://csw.
torun.pl/ksiazki/orient-express-sztuka-dialogu-30944/, (Access date: 24 January 2020).
75. “Szkolenia”, El-Karama.pl, http://el-karama.pl/szkolenia/, (Access date: 24 January 2020).
76. Anna Kiedrzynek, “PiS mrozi trzeci sektor. ‘Wymiana elit to też wymiana organizacji pozarządowych”, Newsweek.pl,
3 October 2019, https://www.newsweek.pl/polska/spoleczenstwo/pis-mrozi-trzeci-sektor-wymiana-elit-to-tez-wymiana-organizacji-pozarzadowych/3dbp87z, (Access date: 24 January 2020).

632

setav.org

ISLAMOPHOBIA IN POLAND

between Islam and the West, tensions and harassment are on the rise. Second, it
shows that Islamophobia constitutes political capital, as individuals known for
their anti-Muslim and anti-refugee prejudice were successful in the European and
parliamentary elections. They are supported by a strong nativist faction within the
Catholic Church. Finally, perhaps due to the legal challenges by the Ombudsman
and reprimands of the Polish state by the United Nations’ Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD), as well as a shift of the attention of farright networks to LGBT issues, the Islamophobic framing of campaign material
was less intense in 2019 than in previous years. The policy recommendations made
in previous reports remain unaddressed.
This year’s recommendations are drawn from the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination’s final remarks from 29 August 2019:
• Increased funding for the Ombudsman’s Office.
• A guaranty of independence for the judiciary and prosecutors.
• Combatting racist hate speech and incitement of violence, in particular by
public condemnation of hate speech by public figures and the media, organising campaigns, promoting tolerance, and understanding and combatting prejudice against minorities, migrants, and refugees.
• Delegalizing groups promoting racial and national hate speech and hate crime.
• Sending a strong anti-hate message to the media.
The policy recommendations made in the last three reports have, regretfully,
been ignored.77 We restate them here.
• The report recommends that in order to tackle the problem of Islamophobia at the root, scholarship-based multi-religious education be introduced
into the Polish education system. The confessional, insular Catholic instruction currently delivered in Polish schools does not promote interfaith
understanding or openness to difference that flows from the knowledge of
other faith traditions.
• This report recommends that specialist, externally delivered training be delivered to police officers (especially those interacting with those reporting
hate crime), border guards, and prosecutors to recognise better and address
hate crime including crime based on religious belonging.
• In order to challenge Islamophobia and other forms of racism in Poland,
at least minimally, the recognition at the highest level of the state that such
issues exist is first and foremost necessary.
77. Pędziwiatr and Konrad, “Islamophobia in Poland: National Report 2016”, European Islamophobia Report 2016,
ed. Enes Bayraklı and Farid Hafez, (Istanbul, SETA: 2017), http://www.islamophobiaeurope.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/POLAND.pdf. (Access date: 9 January 2019); Anna Piela and Anna Łukjanowicz, “Islamophobia in
Poland: National Report 2017”, European Islamophobia Report 2017, ed. Enes Bayraklı and Farid Hafez, (Istanbul,
SETA: 2018), http://www.islamophobiaeurope.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Poland.pdf, (Access date: 9 January 2019).
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It is also necessary to significantly strengthen widely understood anti-discrimination policies in the whole country. The dissolved governmental
Council for Fight Against Racism and Xenophobia should be reinstated or a
new body should be created to address the issues of racism and xenophobia
at the highest level and to overlook the policies undertaken to tackle these
phenomena.
Hate speech, contrary to what many right-wing organisations state, does
not equal freedom of speech. There cannot be any tolerance of hate speech
and all forms of hate crimes should be punished with outmost severity.
A new mechanism of collecting data on hate crimes should be put in place.
State institutions in consultation with a wide range of stakeholders (in particular within academia and the non-governmental sector) should identify
some of the key issues of xenophobia and racism in the country and in
cooperation with these stakeholders fight to build a more tolerant and inclusive society.
Media organisations that advocate hate crime, including Islamophobic
crime, and engage in hate speech ought to have their public funding
cut, if they receive any. This recommendation should be legislated as
soon as possible.

Chronology78
•

•

•

•

27.02.2019: A primary school head teacher was suspended and dismissed
from work for inviting two Algerian students (as part of the AIESEC exchange programme) to tell students about their country and teach rudimentary Arabic phrases. The educational authorities explained that the
disciplinary action was taken because the head teacher by inviting the Algerians into the school “did not ensure the students’ safety”. Previously the
school hosted students from India and China without any repercussions.
23.03.2019: Jacek Międlar, a former Catholic priest and a far-right activist,
published a YouTube video praising Brent Tarrant, the terrorist who murdered 49 Muslims praying in mosques in Christchurch in New Zealand on
15 March 2019.
02.04.2019: A Law and Justice Alderwoman, Lidia Dudziak, verbally attacked the Polish imam Yousse Chadid who criticised support expressed by
some Polish people for the Christchurch massacre.
16.04.2019: In a Telewizja Republika interview Ryszard Czarnecki, a
member of the European Parliament (Law and Justice), suggested that

78. The author of this report would like to acknowledge the assistance of Stowarzyszenie Nigdy Wiecej (Never Again
Association), the publisher of the Brunatna Księga (Brown Book), in the collation of this incident list.
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Muslims caused the Notre Dame Cathedral fire “as for them it’s a form of
conquering Europe”.
09.05.2019: During open days at a vocational high school, six students
staged an execution with a replica of a gun used by the killer at the Christchurch mosque in March. They photographed themselves with the gun
replica which bore the Islamophobic statements written on the gun used
in the actual terrorist attack: “kebab remover” or “Tours 732” (referring to
the Battle of Poitiers). One of the photographs documenting the incident
recorded a student pretending to shoot another in the back of the head.
26.05.2019: The captain of the Polish national volleyball team Michal
Kubiak made a racist statement about the Iranian volleyball team and the
Iranian nation during an interview for the Prawda Siatki programme published on YouTube.
July 2019: Three kebab restaurants were vandalised. The owner of one of
them, a Polish Syrian Kurdish man, had been harassed by unknown perpetrators writing racist expletives on his properties.
07.07.2019: An Indian student was violently beaten up by a man on a
commuter train. The perpetrator shouted “F*ck Arabs”.
02.08.2019: A male attacked a Muslim woman wearing a hijab and her
3-month-old son. The perpetrator violently pushed the stroller, and shouted racist slogans and death threats to the woman. He was subsequently
arrested and the investigation is ongoing.
03.08.2019: A group of 20 males vandalised a kebab restaurant which employed Turkish nationals. The attack involved throwing stones and bottles,
and shouting racist slogans. The restaurant owner had his leg broken by the
attackers.
26.08.2019: A large group of men attacked a small group of Turkish students. Amidst taunts regarding their ethnicity and religion, the perpetrators threatened the students, who had been volunteering with a children’s
non-profit organisation, with a machete.
21.09.2019: Four men verbally attacked and physically injured a kebab
restaurant employee who was from Bangladesh.
20.10.2019: A Muslim woman was attacked by a group of people while on
a tram. The attackers tried to tear off her headscarf and verbally abused her.
30.11.2019: A man of mixed Polish-Arab heritage was violently attacked
while at a Poznan nightclub. The perpetrator broke his jaw and the victim had to undergo complex surgery. The victim’s family stated that the
police was uncooperative when the victim attempted to file a report, and
only after the media became involved, the police became more active in
pursuing the perpetrator.
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