addresses a still timely and politically important issue. All 32 country reports

included in this book follow a unique structure that is convenient, first, for comparing
countries and, second, for selected readings on a particular topic such as politics, employment, or education with regard to Islamophobia across Europe.
The present report investigates in detail the underlying dynamics that directly or indirectly
support the rise of anti-Muslim racism in Europe. This extends from Islamophobic statements spread in national media to laws and policies that restrain the fundamental rights
of European Muslim citizens and threaten the whole of society. As a result, the European
Islamophobia Report 2019 discusses the impact of anti-Muslim racism on human rights,
multiculturalism, and the state of law in Europe.
This fifth edition of our report highlights how European societies are progressively overwhelmed by the Islamophobic discourse of the “Great Replacement” and other far-right
conspiracy theories. The 32 country reports demonstrate how governments and mainstream media participate in reproducing such discourses that put the fundamental rights of
millions of European citizens in jeopardy and how one can counteract these developments.
This compendium of useful insights and data aims to provide European policy-makers,
institutions, and NGOs with recommendations on how to tackle anti-Muslim racism in
Europe seriously.
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Executive Summary
Almost 65,000 Muslims live in Romania accounting for 0.34% of the total population. The presence and integration of Muslims in Romania remains an issue that
draws minor interest on the political and public agenda.
Although no significant incidents regarding Muslims and immigrants have been
recorded in Romania during 2019, Islamophobic and anti-immigrant rhetoric was
present, especially in nationalist and Christian Orthodox media outlets. Activities
in cyberspace of anti-Islam activists and sympathisers of extremist political parties
had low visibility during the reporting period. Hate speech directed at Muslims was
recorded, although to a lesser extent than in previous years.
Hate crimes and cases of incitement to hatred remain underreported. Few official complaints have been made compared to the large number of people reportedly
experiencing incidents of racial/ethnic or religious discrimination. Still, there is no
systemic data collection regarding hate crimes and other types of violence directed at
immigrants or Muslims by the Romanian authorities.
The most significant development affecting Muslims during the reporting
period was the final rejection by parliament of the legislative proposal to ban face
covering with any material that prevents physiognomic recognition in educational
institutions. Of note was also the absence of migration and integration of foreigners
from the platforms of most political parties that ran for the European Parliament
2019 elections.
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Sumar
Aproape 65.000 de musulmani trăiesc în România, reprezentând 0,34% din totalul
populației. Prezența și integrarea musulmanilor în România rămâne, ca și în cazul
imigrației în ansamblu, o problemă marginală pe agenda politică și publică. Deși
în anul 2019 nu s-au înregistrat incidente semnificative cu privire la musulmani și
imigranți, retorica anti-imigrație, și ostilitatea fata de musulmani a continuat sa fie
prezenta, in special în mass-media naționalistă și creștin ortodoxă.
În spațiul online, vizibilitatea activiștilor anti-Islam și a simpatizanții partidelor
politice extremiste a fost redusa pe durata perioadei raportate. Au fost inregistrate
cazuri de discurs instigator la ură directionat impotriva musulmanilor, insa într-o
maniera redusă comparativ cu anii anteriori.
Infracţiunile motivate de ură și cazurile de incitare la ură rămân insuficient raportate. Au fost făcute puține plângeri oficiale în comparație cu numărul mare de
persoane care susțin că se confruntă cu incidente de discriminare rasială / etnică sau
religioasă. În continuare, la nivelul autoritatilor nu există un sistem unitar de colectare a datelor privind infracţiunile motivate de ură și alte tipuri de violență îndreptate
împotriva imigranților sau musulmanilor.
Cel mai important eveniment care a afectat musulmanii în perioada de raportare, a fost respingerea definitiva de catre Parlament a propunerii legislative de a
interzice acoperirea feței cu orice material care împiedică recunoașterea fizionomică
în instituțiile de învățământ. De mentionat este si lipsa din programele electorale ale
majoritatii partidelor politice participante la alegerile din 2019 pentru Parlamentul
European a migratiei si integrarii strainilor ca teme de interes.
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Country Profile
EIR 2019
Country: Romania
Type of Regime: Republic
Form of Government: Unitary semi-presidential republic
Ruling Parties: National Liberal Party – PNL (Liberal)
Opposition Parties: Social Democratic Party – PSD (Social Democratic); The
Alliance of Liberals and Democrats – ALDE (Liberal)
Last Elections: 2019 Presidential Election (Klaus Iohannis of PNL – National
Liberal Party won with 66.09% of votes against Viorica Dancila of PSD – Social
Democratic Party 33.91%); 2016 Legislative Election (PSD: 221 [Centre-Left],
PNL: 99 [Centre-Right], USR: 43 [Centre-Right], UDMR: 30 [Centre-Right],
ALDE: 29 [Centre-Right], PMP: 20 [Centre-Right], Minorities: 17); 2019 European Parliamentary Election (PNL: 10 MEP mandates, PSD: 9, USR-PLUS 2020
Alliance [Centre-Right]: 8, ProRomania [Centre-Left]: 2, PMP: 2, UDMR: 2)
Total Population: 20,121,641 (2011 census)
Major Languages: Romanian (official) 85.4%, Hungarian 6.3%, Romani
1.2%, Other 1%, Unspecified 6.1% (2011 est.)
Official Religion: No official religion (secularism)
Statistics on Islamophobia: A 2019 survey from the National Council for
Combating Discrimination (NCCD) revealed that 68% of Romanians have a lack
of trust in relation to people of Muslim faith, and 62% of those interviewed think
that Muslims are potentially dangerous. Around 39% of the respondents would not
accept having a Muslim relative, 28% would not accept having a Muslim friend, and
19% would not accept a Muslim co-worker.
Statistics on Racism and Discrimination: There are no designated procedures
for recording hate crimes by the Romanian police. Consequently, criminal offenses
committed with a bias motivation cannot be identified through the system. According to the National Council for Combating Discrimination (NCCD), in 2018, there
were 822 petitions registered, out of which the largest number of petitions received
were on the grounds of belonging to a social category (302) and the smallest numbers were on grounds of HIV status (4), with no cases on the ground of race. There
were 11 petitions submitted on the grounds of religion and beliefs. The NCCD
found discrimination in 97 cases, out of which only one was on grounds of religion
and beliefs.
Major Religions (% of Population): Eastern Orthodox (86.45%), Roman
Catholic (4.6%), Reformed Protestants (3.19%)
Muslim Population (% of Population): 0.34%
Main Muslim Community Organizations: Romanian Muftiyat, Diyanet
Foundation
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Main NGOs Combating Islamophobia: Centrul Cultural Islamic “Islamul azi”
(The Islamic Cultural Centre “Islam Today”), Liga Islamica si Culturala din Romania
(The Islamic and Cultural League in Romania), The Coalition for the Rights of Migrants and Refugees (CDMiR), ActiveWatch
Far-Right Parties: The New Right Party – PND (Partidul Noua Dreaptă), United Romania Party - PRU (Partidul Romania Unita)
Far-Right Movements: N/A
Far-Right Terrorist Organizations: N/A
Limitations to Islamic Practices:
ű Hijab Ban: None
ű Halal Slaughter Ban: None
ű Minaret Ban: None
ű Circumcision Ban: None
ű Burka Ban: The legislative proposal for banning face covering with any material that prevents the recognition of physiognomy in educational institutions
launched in December 2017, after being rejected by the Chamber of Deputies in April 2018, was further submitted to the senate for deliberation. In
March 2019. The senate decided to terminate the legislative procedure with
a definitive rejection.
ű Prayer Ban: None
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Introduction
Romania features mostly as a country of emigration, registering a population decrease of 6% since 2007, the third highest decrease in the European Union.1 Romania had the fifth largest emigrant population in member countries of the OECD.2
The presence and integration of immigrants in Romanian society remains marginal
in the political and public debates.
According to the 2011 census there were 64,337 registered Muslims in Romania that make up under 1% of the total population. Most Muslims in Romania live
in urban settlements (49,795) with the Turks and Tartars being the largest Islamic
communities. A total of 20,561 Turks and 14,376 Tartars live in urban areas, whereas
6,342 Turks and 5,684 Tartars are registered in the villages of southern Romania. Most
Muslims are located in the county of Constanta (43,279) and Bucharest (9,037).
Islam is one of the 18 registered religious denominations specified in Romanian
3
law. In the last census, Muslims accounted for 0.34% of the population.4
Despite the small number of immigrants living in Romania, some hostility towards
Muslims and anti-immigrant rhetoric were present, albeit sporadically, in the public
sphere during the year. The results from a survey published by the National Council for
Combating Discrimination (NCCD) were released in February 2019, and revealed that
68% of Romanians have a lack of trust in relation to people of Muslim faith, while 62%
of those interviewed think that Muslims are potentially dangerous. Around 39% of the
respondents would not accept having a Muslim relative, and 28% would not accept
having a Muslim friend, and 19% would not accept a Muslim co-worker.5
In an article in Al Jazeera, however, it is noted that as opposed to other countries in Eastern Europe “Romanian Muslims say their experience has largely been
one of peaceful coexistence6.” Vlad Stoicescu, a Romanian journalist who coor1. It is estimated that around 3.4 million Romanian citizens are living and working abroad. “Cum au ajuns românii
pe locul doi în lume la emigraţie, Motive şi Consecinţe”, Adevarul, 16 August 2017, https://adevarul.ro/news/eveniment/cum-ajuns-romanii-locul-doiin-lume-emigratie-motive-consecinte-1_599473bc5ab6550cb80c2cdc/index.
html, (Access date: 20 December 2019).
2. Based on 2015/16 data. “Talent Abroad: A Review of Romanian Emigrants”, OECD Publishing, 2019, https://
read.oecd-ilibrary.org/employment/talent-abroad-a-review-of-romanian-emigrants_bac53150-en#page28, (Access
date: 11 December 2019).
3. “Legea nr. 489/2006 - libertatea religioasă şi regimul general al cultelor”, LegeAZ, https://legeaz.net/monitorul-oficial-201-2014/legea-489-2006-libertatea, (Access date: 1 December 2019).
4. “2011 Recensământul despre Religie”, National Institute for Statistics, October 2013, http://www.insse.ro/cms/files/
publicatii/pliante%20statistice/08-Recensamintele%20despre%20religie_n.pdf, (Access date: 10 December 2019).
5. “Sondaj de opinie la nivel național privind nivelul discriminării în România și percepțiile actuale asupra infracțiunilor motivate de ură”, National Council for Combating Discrimination (NCCD), February 2019, https://main.
components.ro/uploads/1d3a0bf8b95391b825aa56853282d5da/2019/02/Sondaj_de_opinie_NoIntoHate_2018.
pdf, (Access date: 11 December 2019).
6.“Romania, a Beacon of Coexistence for Muslims in Eastern Europe”, Al Jazeera, 20 August 2019, https://www.
aljazeera.com/indepth/features/romania-beacon-coexistence-muslims-eastern-europe-190819101957640.html,
(Access date: 20 December 2019).
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dinates an investigation about religious cults in Romania, stated that the Muslim
community in southern Romania is well-integrated and while anti-Islamic discourse is present among some nationalist intellectuals, among ordinary people it
is seldom heard.7

Discussion of Islamophobic Incidents and
Discursive Events
Physical and Verbal Attacks
Based on the sources consulted, no information on racially motivated violence
and incidents directed at Muslims could be found during the reporting period.
There is no systemic data collection regarding hate crime and hate speech by the
Romanian authorities.
The Council of Europe’s European Commission against Racism and Intolerance
(ECRI) mentions in their 2019 report the shortcomings of the Romanian system’s
capability of data collection on hate speech and hate-motivated crimes in a systematic manner.8 The European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (EU-FRA) also
noted that Romania’s law enforcement agencies have not recorded the bias motivations of hate crimes.9
Civil society groups and international expert organisations assess that hate crime
is generally underreported by victims due to a lack of trust in the willingness or
ability of the authorities to investigate these cases effectively.10 Moreover the lack
of understanding among police officers regarding what a hate crime is and how to
investigate the bias motive of a crime contributes to underreporting. Criminal law
action is very rarely taken against hate crimes, and provisions on racist motivation as
aggravating circumstances are also rarely applied.
The OSCE ODHIR’s reporting on hate crime in Romania notes that law enforcement agencies have not recorded the bias motivations of hate crimes.11 The last
available data was for 2018 and revealed there were only 2 hate crimes recorded by
the police and 2 ensuing prosecutions. It also noted that the UNHCR reported an
incident against asylum seekers, who were subjected to racist and xenophobic insults,
7. Ibid.
8. “Report on Romania (Fifth Monitoring Cycle)”, European Commission against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI),
5 June 2019, https://rm.coe.int/fifth-report-on-romania/168094c9e5, (Access date: 20 December 2019)
9. “Hate crime recording and data collection practice across the EU”, European Fundamental Rights Agency, 2018,
p. 78, http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/fra-2018-hate-crime-recording_en.pdf, (Access date: 20
December 2020).
10. “Advisory Committee on the Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities”, Council of Europe, 16 February 2018, p. 22, https://rm.coe.int/fourth-opinion-on-romania-adopted-on-22-june2017/168078af76, (Access date: 20 December 2019).
11. Data on Romania’s hate crime reporting to the OSCE ODIHR is available at: “Hate Crime Reporting”, OSCE,
2018, http://hatecrime.osce.org/romania, (Access date: 20 December 2019).
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being kicked and pushed by a group in a park, which was coded by the OSCE as bias
against Muslims.12
While in 2018 the debate around the adoption of the UN Global Compact for
Migration sparked small protests directed at immigrants in general, in 2019 there
were no significant anti-Muslims/immigration protests or campaigns recorded.

Employment
No significant developments with regard to the employment of Muslims were reported during the period under investigation. In the last data available (for 2018),
the NCCD registered 365 petitions about access to employment. In 9 of these cases,
fines were issued, while another 10 received a warning. However, the data is not
disaggregated by criteria such as ethnic origin or religion.13
According to figures issued by the official Labour Inspection institution during
2019, the number of foreign workers in Romania has increased significantly in comparison to earlier years, reaching a total of 39,129. According to the same information, the largest number of foreign workers in Romania are of Turkish citizenship,
with 4,499 active employees. This number has increased from 2013 to 2019 by
1,000.14
In previous years the main risks faced by foreign workers in Romania were related to exploitation and differential treatment.15 There have been reports of behaviour
related to individual employment contracts (not having a contract, having fewer
working hours registered in the contract or lower payment recorded in the contract,
not being paid for overtime work or delays in receiving their salary) or cases of exploitation (for instance, having to work for longer than 12 hours per day with no
weekly rest days). Job scarcity, low wages, lack of language proficiency, and lack of
recognised academic degrees and other certifications16 often result in unemployment
or employment without a legal contract and its related benefits and protections. No
further developments were observed in 2019.
12. Ibid.
13.“Annual Report 2018”, National Council for Combating Discrimination, 2019, https://main.components.ro/
uploads/1d3a0bf8b95391b825aa56853282d5da/2019/05/Raport_de_activitate_CNCD_2018_var_online.pdf,
(Access date: 20 January 2020).
14. “Cati muncitori straini are OFICIAL Romania. Cifra s-a dublat in ultimii sapte ani”, Wall Street, https://
www.wall-street.ro/articol/Careers/244095/cati-muncitori-straini-are-oficial-romania.html, (Access date: 20 January 2020).
15. “Studiu - integrarea refugiatilor in Romania (sinteza raportului)”, Consiliul National Roman pentru Refugiati,
2018, pp. 3-4, http://cnrr.ro/index.php/ro/blog-ro-2/integrare/358-studiu-integrarea-refugiatilor-in-romania-sinteza-raportului, (Access date: 20 January 2020).
16. Victoria Cojocaru, “Raport de Evaluare a Sistemului National de Integrare a Beneficarilor de Protectie Internationala Romania”, Centrul Pentru Inovare Publică, 2019, p. 31-32, http://www.inovarepublica.ro/wp-content/
uploads/2019/07/Romania-National-Report-2018-Raport-de-evaluare-a-sistemului-na%C8%9Bional-de-integrare-a-benficiarilor-de-protec%C8%9Bie-interna%C8%9Bional%C4%83-Rom%C4%83nia.pdf, (Access date: 20
January 2020).
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Education
The education system in Romania guarantees a high degree of support for minority
languages. In 2011, Romania adopted an education law which provides tuition for
a minimum number of pupils in minority languages at various levels.17 The only
educational institution for the training of imams in Romania is the Kemal Ataturk
National College in Medgidia, where a theological profile class operates.18 Turkey
offers scholarships for graduates of the college but due to the shrinking number of
Muslims in Romania very few apply.19
Discrimination in educational institutions is rarely observed due to the small
number of Muslims. During the reporting period there were no recorded cases of
discrimination of Muslims in education. However, an incident was recorded where
during a radio show, the vice-dean of the Faculty of Orthodox Theology at the University of Bucharest made inappropriate statements related to his views on the condition of women in Islam, and intimate relationships in general. He stated that Islam
views women as an object used only for the pleasure of men and advised a caller to
pray so that her daughter would separate from a Muslim man with whom she was
in a relationship. The radio channel was sanctioned by the National Audiovisual
Council, and the chancellor of the University of Bucharest has publicly requested
the vice-dean’s dismissal.20 A few days after the initial event, the vice-dean publicly
addressed his initial declarations without apologising or detaching himself from his
initial opinion.21 On the same day, he quit his position as vice-dean of the Faculty of
Orthodox Theology amid the controversy.22

Politics
Elections for the European Parliament were held in May 2019, and according to the
European Website on Integration none of the winning parties in this election included in their programmes any information about integration of migrants or refugees.
17. “European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages, Second Report of the Committee of Experts in Respect
to Romania”, Council of Europe, 21 December, 2017, https://search.coe.int/cm/Pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectID=09000016807766d3#_ftn1, (Access date: 8 December 2019).
18. “Statul şi cultele religioase”, Secretariatul De Stat Pentru Culte, 2018, p. 162, http://culte.gov.ro/wp-content/
uploads/2018/11/BookRO.pdf, (Access date: 19 January 2020).
19. Andrei Crăciun and Vlad Stoicescu, “Să fie Lumina, Islam deschide-te!”, Să fie Lumina, 8 February 2018,
https://safielumina.ro/islam-deschide-te/, (Access date: 8 December 2019).
20. “Declarații halucinante făcute pe bandă de preotul Vasile Răducă despre viol și musulmani”, ProTV, 23 July 2019,
https://stirileprotv.ro/stiri/actualitate/declaratii-halucinante-facute-pe-banda-de-preotul-vasile-raduca-despre-violsi-musulmani.html, (Access date: 19 January 2020).
21. “Preotul Vasile Răducă, nouă reacție după declarațiile despre viol și musulmani”, ProTV, 24 July 2019, https://
stirileprotv.ro/stiri/actualitate/preotul-vasile-raduca-noua-reactie-dupa-declaratiile-socante-despre-viol-musulmani-si-femei.html, (Access date: 19 January 2020).
22. “Preotul Vasile Răducă a demisionat din funcția de prodecan la Teologie”, Radio Europa Romania Libera, 25 July
2019, https://romania.europalibera.org/a/preotul-vasile-r%C4%83duc%C4%83-a-demisionat-din-func%C8%9Bia-de-prodecan-la-teologie/30073261.html, (Access date: 19 January 2020).
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The PNL (National Liberal Party), PSD (Social Democratic Party), and Alliance
2020 (Save Romania Union and the Freedom, Unity and Solidarity Party – USR
+ PLUS) have discussed migration only with respect to border security, while other
parties such as the PRP (Pro Romania Party) and the UDMR (Democratic Alliance
of Hungarians in Romania) did not include the subject of migration at all in their
platforms. The only elected party (2 seats) whose programme included initiatives on
migration and refugees was the Popular Movement Party (PMP). Their manifesto included ideas on making integration compulsory for migrants, by proposing EU-level
regulations which would require acceptance of “the Christian traditions, culture, and
habits which are specific to Europe”.23
Traian Basescu, the former president of Romania, was elected as a European
Parliament representative on his centre-right party PMP list in May 2019. During a
live show on Digi 24 TV post, the former president explained the motivation of his
decision to go to Brussels as an MEP by the need of protecting Europe’s border of
the “Muslim invasion” that in his opinion is a very acute problem. Basescu continued
to state that he is a firm believer in protecting the borders of a state, and that the
European Union should work on stopping migrants from reaching Europe illegally,
including in international waters, and should fight to stop the alleged mafia involved
in bringing migrants over in Europe.24
Mihai Chirica, former PSD member and the current mayor of Iaşi, made racist
statements referring to Congolese, Somalis, Syrians, and people from other nations
which he referred to as “[nations] that just came down from the tree25”. The NCCD
took notice of the mayor’s declarations and opened an investigation.26

Media
Over the years the media discourse in Romania has used words such as “Islam threat”
and “Muslim invasion” to overemphasise the so-called refugee crisis of 2015 in the
European Union. The UNHCR has reported that local media outlets depicted Muslim refugees as a threat because of their religion, adding that speech against Muslims
is present on social networks.27
23. “European Parliament Elections – What Do Parties in Romania Say about Integration?”, Europe Website on
Integration, https://ec.europa.eu/migrant-integration/news/european-parliament-elections-what-do-parties-in-romania-say-about-integration, (Access date: 21 January 2020).
24. “De ce se duce Traian Băsescu la Bruxelles? ‘Sunt de dat niște bătălii. UE parcă ne spune că trebuie să trăim și
cu invazia musulmană”, Digi 24, 18 June 2019, https://www.digi24.ro/stiri/actualitate/politica/traian-basescu-imigranti-refugiati-flota-militara-mafie-politica-externa-ue-1148177, (Access date: 21 January 2020).
25. “ Mihai Chirica, noi declaraţii rasiste: O să vină peste noi congolezii, somalezii, sirienii şi alte naţiuni coborâte din
copac”, Digi 24, 6 September 2019, https://www.digi24.ro/stiri/actualitate/politica/mihai-chirica-noi-declaratii-rasiste-o-sa-vina-peste-noi-congolezii-somalezii-sirienii-si-alte-natiuni-coborate-din-copac-1183994, (Access date: 21
January 2020).
26. Ibid.
27. “2018 Report on International Religious Freedom: Romania”, U.S. Department of State, 2019, https://www.
state.gov/reports/2018-report-on-international-religious-freedom/romania/, (Access date: 21 January 2020).
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As immigration ceased to be an issue on the public agenda, very few publications, online or otherwise, continued to use bombastic headlines and factual misinterpretations to attract attention to migration or refugees. Among the ones that
continued to depict Muslims using stereotypes, or who deliberately manipulated
the facts to distort the public opinion, are nationalistic or Orthodox media outlets.
In perhaps the most widely reported incident which took place in September
2019, after a handball game between Romanian teams, a local news website wrote a
controversial headline and racist subsequent article stating that “AHC Olimpia Braila,
a tiny Christian team had a match with the Muslim conglomerate of HC Dunarea
Braila, who absorbs money from the Quran 28”. The publication further compared the
game to a crusade and added that “victory was obtained by the team led by [Christian]
God, in detriment to the Quran, who sponsored the team that was sold by the authorities to a sheik29”. After making further racist comments about a player from the opposing team, the article ended by describing the following week’s game in the following
words: “Finally, a match between Christians30”. The president of the NCCD was notified of the article, and the institution started a procedure to sanction the publication.31
Examples of headlines that illustrate the use of stereotypes and misinformation
to promote Islamophobia are offered in the figures that follow.
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28. “CE CRONICĂ! Un meci de handbal dintre “un conglomerat musulman și o echipă micuță și creștină”. Cazul,
la CNCD”, Pagina de Media, 27 September 2019, https://www.paginademedia.ro/2019/09/ce-cronica-un-mecide-handbal-dintre-un-conglomerat-musulman-si-o-echipa-micuta-si-crestina-cazul-la-cncd, (Access date: 21 January 2020).
29. Ibid.
30. Ibid.
31. Ibid.
32. Tudor Borcea, “Creștinii decapitați de Crăciun. Occidentul închide în continuare ochii”, Evenimentul Zilei, 14
January 2019, https://evz.ro/crestinii-decapitati-de-craciun-occidentul-inchide-in-continuare-ochii.html, (Access
date: 21 January 2020).
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33. Antonia Hendrik, “Legea blasfemiei în EUROPA? Conform legii Islamice, oricine critică Islamul ar trebui
UCIS”, Evenimentul Zilei, 15 January 2019, https://evz.ro/legea-blasfemiei-europa-sharia.html, (Access date: 21
January 2020).
34. Radu Pădure, “Visurile europene zdrobite de imigrația musulmană”, Evenimentul Zilei, 3 September 2019,
https://evz.ro/visurile-europene-zdrobite-de-imigratia-musulmana.html, (Access date: 21 January 2020).
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“Musulmanii francezi vor să impună Sharia în Franța lui Macron”, Napoca News, 20 September 2019,
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(Access date: 21 January 2020).
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“Milioane de refugiați iau cu asalt țările noastre”, Q Magazine, 9 October 2019, https://www.
qmagazine.ro/milioane-de-refugiati-iau-cu-asalt-tarile-noastre/, (Access date: 21 January 2020).
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This type of reporting has been limited to a small number of publications, as
most media outlets use a balanced, factual approach in reporting news on refugees,
immigrants, or Muslims.

Justice System
In 2019, the only significant legal development affecting the right of Muslims was the
definitive rejection by the senate of the draft bill which proposed to prohibit the covering of the face in all educational institutions without providing for religious exemptions.
The bill was initiated in December 2017 by a group of 26 MPs, with the Popular
Movement Party (PMP) being the main initiator and supporter. It received a negative advisory opinion from the government. It was further rejected by the Chamber
of Deputies in April 2018, from which it was submitted for assessment to the senate.
In March 2019, the senate composed of majority PSD (Social Democratic Party)
members, stopped the initiative of the legislative proposal by a definitive rejection.37
The ECRI noted in its 2019 report on Romania that the criminal justice system
fails to provide an adequate response to hate crimes due to underreporting of cases,
lack of coherent data collection on hate-motivated violence, insufficient training of
authorities, and the absence of racial motivation as aggravating circumstance in the
criminal prosecution of cases.
It recommended that the authorities take action in a number of areas in this
context, such as putting in place a system of data collection and producing statistics
offering an integrated and consistent view of cases of racist and homo/transphobic hate speech and hate crime brought to the attention of the police and pursued
through the courts, and making this data available to the public.38

Internet
The radical groups that were fuelled by the so-called refugee crisis in 2015 have slowly faded from public attention, but sporadically still promote anti-Muslim sentiment
in the context of migration in the European Union. The UNHCR reported that
speech against Muslims is present on social networks.39 Most anti-immigration and
anti-Islam promoters have ties with nationalistic movements such as The New Right
Party (Noua Dreapta). In 2019, the mentioned party has been mostly absent from
the public scene, together with most activists linked to it.
The fourth evaluation of the Code of Conduct on Countering Illegal Hate
Speech Online, an initiative by the European Commission, has seen continuous
37. For more information, see: “Propunere legislativă pentru modificarea şi completarea Legii educaţiei”, Romania
Camera Deputtatilor, naţionalehttp://www.cdep.ro/pls/proiecte/upl_pck2015.proiect?idp=16761, (Access date: 21
January 2020).
38. “Report on Romania (Fifth Monitoring Cycle)”, European Commission against Racism and Intolerance, 5 June
2019, https://rm.coe.int/fifth-report-on-romania/168094c9e5, (Access date: 20 January 2020).
39. “2018 Report on International Religious Freedom: Romania”, U.S. Department of State.
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progress in the rapid removal of online hate speech by IT companies. Across the
EU, reported hate speech has been mostly on grounds of xenophobia, including
anti-migrant hatred (17%), followed by sexual orientation (15.6%), and anti-Muslim hatred (13%). In Romania, 153 cases of illegal online hate speech were reported
with a rate of removal of 92.2%.40 Out of the total number, most cases were directed against Roma and the LGBT community while only 3% of the cases were hate
speech against the Hungarian minority, refugees, and other categories.41
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Central Figures in the Islamophobia Network
The main actors who are promoting Islamophobia are small far-right movements
and parties that combine a nationalistic agenda, strong Orthodox Christian religious
convictions, and elements of the fascist ideology of the Legionary Movement (the
Romanian fascist movement during World War II). They are active in trying to gain
public exposure and political support by adopting a strong stance on immigration
and xenophobic rhetoric.
Most of these movements are relatively obscure and group themselves around
the more established Noua Dreaptă (PND), which was registered as a political party
in 2015. The PND is known to have branches abroad, including the Republic of
Moldova, and according to some sources it also maintains political relations with
similar anti-European and anti-NATO groups from different countries.44
During the year, their activity lacked major visibility and there is no record of
any significant campaigns directed against Muslims.
The parliamentary party People’s Movement Party (PMP) has been the main
initiator of the 2017 legislative proposal to ban face covering in educational institutions. (See Justice System section). PMP MEP Traian Basescu made controversial
statements regarding migration in the EU (see Politics section).45

Observed Civil Society and Political Initiatives to
Counter Islamophobia
The National Council for Combating Discrimination has become increasingly effective in its work. It has received a growing number of petitions over the years and has
provided its expert opinion on judicial proceedings.46
The NCCD launched a project aimed at evaluating the transposition of the EU
Council Framework Decision on combating certain forms and expressions of racism
and xenophobia at the country level. Envisaged activities include training for police
involved in the registration and reporting of hate crimes.47
44. “Mic glosar al mişcărilor care se opun semnării de către România a Pactului ONU pentru Migrație”, Radio
Free Europe, 5 December 2018, https://www.europalibera.org/a/mic-glosar-al-mi%C5%9Fc%C4%83rilor-care-seopun-semn%C4%83rii-de-c%C4%83tre-rom%C3%A2nia-a-pactului-pentru-migra%C8%9Bie/29639490.html,
(Access date: 8 November 2019).
45. “Pactul Global pentru Migraţie sau cum să anulezi Constituţia României”, Adevărul, 28 November 2018,
https://adevarul.ro/news/societate/pactul-global-migratie-anulezi-constitutia-romaniei-1_5bfe55badf52022f75e26bc1/index.html, (Access date: 8 January 2019).
46. “Report of the Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review”, UN Human Rights Council, 5 April 2018,
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G18/084/74/PDF/G1808474.pdf?OpenElement, (Access
date: 3 January 2019).
47. “10 ani de Implementare a Deciziei Cadru UE privind rasismul și xenofobia în România: provocări și abordări
noi ale acțiunilor privind infracțiunile motivate de ură’ - NoIntoHate2018”, Consiliul National pentru Combaterea
Discriminarii, 27 February 2019, https://cncd.ro/2019-02-27--10-ani-de-implementare-a-deciziei-cadru-ueprivind-rasismul-si-xenofobia-in-romania-provocari-si-abordari-noi-ale-actiunilor-privind-infractiunile-motivate-de-ura-nointohate2018, (Access date: 3 January 2019).
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The project ‘Combating Hate Crimes and Violent Extremism, Particularly
Against Roma Population and Increasing the Quality of Police Service’, financed by
the EEA and Norway Grants and implemented by the General Inspectorate of the
Romanian Police in partnership with the National Criminal Investigations Service
in Norway (KRIPOS) , provides for the operationalisation of a unit dedicated to
combating hate speech in the online environment.48
The Coalition for the Rights of Migrants and Refugees (CDMiR), established
in 2017 and comprising of 22 NGO members and five supporters (among them
the Romanian UNHCR Office), continued to be the leading civil society initiative
aimed at improving the perception of migrants and refugees in the public space, as
well as their access to basic rights and services.49
The main NGOs committed to protecting and advancing the interests of Muslims in Romania are Centrul Cultural Islamic “Islamul Azi” (The Islamic Cultural
Centre “Islam Today”) 50 and Liga Islamica si Culturala din Romania (The Islamic and
Cultural League in Romania).51

Conclusion and Policy Recommendations
The presence of Muslims in Romania remains a marginal issue on the political and
public agenda. Despite the fact that no major internal developments affecting Muslims were registered during the reporting period, the stereotypical portrayal of Muslims in the media and in populist speeches by politicians continue, albeit at a lower
level compared to previous years. Underreporting of hate crimes coupled with the
authorities’ lack of preparation and collaboration in tackling racism and discrimination, remain issues that need to be addressed.
Based on the findings, a series of recommendations are made for relevant authorities and civil society, as follows:
• The authorities should put in place a system to collect, integrate, and publish data on cases of hate speech and hate crime investigated by the police
and pursued through the courts.
• Relevant authorities should develop and promote the harmonisation of data
collection in areas of hate crime and racism, recognising anti-Muslim bias
as a category.
48. For more information, see: “Predefined project no. 3 – Combating hate crimes and violent extremism, particularly against Roma population, and increasing the quality of police service”, Norway Grants, https://norwaygrants-en.mai.gov.ro/proiect/proiect-predefinit-nr-3-combaterea-infractiunilor-motivate-de-ura-si-a-extremismului-violent-cu-accent-pe-populatia-roma-si-cresterea-calitatii-serviciilor-de-politie/, (Access date: 3 January 2020).
49. For more information about the coalition and it’s recent activity, see: CDMIR, https://cdmir.ro/wp/, (Access
date: 3 January 2020).
50. For more information, see: Islamul Azi, http://www.islamulazi.ro/, (Access date: 3 January 2020).
51. For more information, see: “Centre islamice din Romania”, Islam Romania, https://islamromania.ro/contact/,
(Access date: 3 January 2020).
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•

•

•

Hate crime, hate speech, as well as anti-discrimination legislation should
be included in the compulsory initial and continuous training of all law
enforcement and legal professionals.
Relevant authorities should ensure that monitoring mechanisms aimed at preventing hate speech in mass media and cyberspace (such as the EU Code of
Conduct on Countering Illegal Hate Speech Online) are widely implemented.
NGOs should strengthen their relationship with the Muslim community and
enhance their legal capacity to assist victims of discrimination and hate crime.

Chronology
•

•

•

•

•

25.03.2019: The draft bill proposing to prohibit covering the face in educational institutions without providing for a religious exemption received
a definitive rejection from the senate, stopping the legislative procedure.52
18.06.2019: Traian Basescu, the former president of Romania who was
elected as an MEP in 2019, stated that he wants to get involved in protecting Europe’s borders from a “Muslim invasion”, and that the European
Union should work on stopping migrants from reaching Europe illegally,
including in international waters.53
23.07.2019: The vice-dean of the Faculty of Orthodox Theology made inappropriate statements related to his views on the condition of women in
Islam, and intimate relationships in general. He stated that Islam views
women as an object used only for the pleasure of men and advised a caller
to pray so that her daughter would separate from a Muslim man with whom
she was in a relationship.54
06.09.2019: Mihai Chirica, the current mayor of Iaşi, made racist statements referring to Congolese, Somalis, Syrians, and people from other nations as “[nations] that just came down from the tree”.55
27.09.2019: After a handball game between Romanian teams, a local news
website wrote a racist article, stating that “AHC Olimpia Braila, a tiny
Christian team had a match with the Muslim conglomerate of HC Dunarea Braila, who absorbs money from the Quran”, comparing the game to a
crusade, adding that “victory was obtained by the team led by [Christian]
God, in detriment to the Quran, who sponsored the team that was sold by
the authorities to a sheik”.56

52. For more information, see: Romania Camera Deputatilor, http://www.cdep.ro/pls/proiecte/upl_pck2015.
proiect?idp=16761, (Access date: 3 January 2020).
53. “Why is Traian Basescu Going to Brussels?”, Digi 24.
54. “Unbelievable Ongoing Declarations Made by Priest Vasile Raduca”, ProTV.
55. “Mihai Chirica, New Racist Declarations”, Digi 24.
56. “What a Report! A handball Game between a ‘Muslim Conglomerate and a Small and Christian Team”, Pagina
de Media.
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