addresses a still timely and politically important issue. All 32 country reports

included in this book follow a unique structure that is convenient, first, for comparing
countries and, second, for selected readings on a particular topic such as politics, employment, or education with regard to Islamophobia across Europe.
The present report investigates in detail the underlying dynamics that directly or indirectly
support the rise of anti-Muslim racism in Europe. This extends from Islamophobic statements spread in national media to laws and policies that restrain the fundamental rights
of European Muslim citizens and threaten the whole of society. As a result, the European
Islamophobia Report 2019 discusses the impact of anti-Muslim racism on human rights,
multiculturalism, and the state of law in Europe.
This fifth edition of our report highlights how European societies are progressively overwhelmed by the Islamophobic discourse of the “Great Replacement” and other far-right
conspiracy theories. The 32 country reports demonstrate how governments and mainstream media participate in reproducing such discourses that put the fundamental rights of
millions of European citizens in jeopardy and how one can counteract these developments.
This compendium of useful insights and data aims to provide European policy-makers,
institutions, and NGOs with recommendations on how to tackle anti-Muslim racism in
Europe seriously.
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Executive Summary
Islamophobia remains socially and politically omnipresent: education, housing, employment, securitization, freedom of movement, and the historic non-compliance
with the Organic Law approving the Cooperation agreement signed in 1992 between the Spanish state and the Islamic Commission of Spain, which regulates many
religious rights affecting daily life. Almost thirty years later, most of these rights are
not respected, and the Muslim populations struggle for their effectiveness at local
level. The year 2019 was again a year marked by elections (two general and one municipal election). Each campaign further normalizes hate speech and the instrumentalization of protected collectives, and previously typical far-right discourse can now
also be found among center and sometimes left-wing parties. According to UNICEF,
in 2018 over 6,000 unaccompanied minors arrived in Spain crossing the southern
border from countries like Morocco and Algeria. Hate speech instrumentalizes these
minors, dehumanizing, demonizing, and reducing them to mere initials (in Spanish
“MENA”), stirring up attacks in the streets, at the ports, and at shelter homes. The
denial of the Andalusian history or the manipulation of history through the “Reconquista” narrative, remain present in textbooks and in collective imaginaries, while
generations of Muslims are construed as foreign. The autonomous cities of Ceuta
and Melilla still suffer segregation, with hundreds of minors without schooling and
lacking prosecutors specialized in discrimination and hate crime.
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Resumen ejecutivo
La islamofobia sigue presente en todo el espectro social y político: en la educación,
en el acceso a la vivienda o a un empleo digno, en la securitización, en la libertad de
movimiento y en el histórico incumplimiento del Acuerdo firmado entre el Estado
español y la Comisión Islámica de España en 1992 que regula numerosos derechos
religiosos de la vida cotidiana. Casi 30 años más tarde, se incumple la mayoría de
estos derechos, y la población musulmana trata de hacerlos efectivos de forma local y
con dificultades. 2019 vuelve a estar marcado por un estado permanente de campaña
electoral (dos elecciones generales y una municipal). Con cada campaña se van normalizando el discurso de odio y la instrumentalización de los colectivos protegidos,
de tal forma que lo que era el discurso de la extrema derecha, se ha ampliado hacia
el centro y, en ocasiones, a sectores de la izquierda. Según datos de UNICEF, España
registró en 2018 la llegada de más de 6.000 niños, niñas y jóvenes no acompañados
que llegaron por la frontera sur desde países del Magreb, fundamentalmente Marruecos y Argelia, entre otros. El discurso de odio instrumentaliza a estos menores
(Menores Extranjeros No Acompañados), deshumanizándolos, demonizándolos y
reduciéndoles a sus siglas (MENA), con las correspondientes consecuencias en forma
de agresiones en la calle, en los puertos y en sus centros de acogida. El negacionismo
del pasado andalusí y la manipulación histórica en forma de “Reconquista” siguen
presentes en el imaginario colectivo y en los libros de texto, así como la extranjerización constante de generaciones de musulmanes. Las ciudades autónomas de Ceuta
y Melilla siguen en un estado de segregación importante, con cientos de menores
sin escolarizar, además de no contar con Fiscalías especializadas en discriminación y
delitos de odio.
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Country Profile
EIR 2019
Country: Spain
Type of Regime: Social and Democratic State of Law
Form of Government: Parliamentary Monarchy
Ruling Parties: Coalition of Partido Socialista Obrero Espanol (PSOE - Spanish
Socialist Workers’ Party) and Unidas Podemos (coalition of several left-wing parties)
Opposition Parties: Partido Popular (right), Vox (extreme right), Ciudadanos
(centrist-right)
Last Elections: The Spanish Socialist Workers’ Party (PSOE) won the general
elections of April 28, 2019 but did not manage to form a government, calling for
new elections that took place on November 10, 2019. Results: Spanish Socialist
Party (PSOE): 120/350, Popular Party (PP): 88/350, Vox: 52/350, Unidas Podemos
(UP): 35/350, Catalan Republican Left (ERC):13, Ciudadanos 10/350.
Total Population: 47.1 million (INE, July 1, 2019)
Major Languages: Spanish (official language); Catalan, Valencian, Basque and
Galician (main co-official languages)
Official Religion: None. The Spanish Constitution of 1978 abolished Catholicism as the official state religion, though recognizing its role in Spanish society.
Statistics on Islamophobia: The last report on Islamophobia prepared by civil
society (published by Plataforma Ciudadana Contra la Islamofobia regarding 2017)
registered 546 incidents (70% online). For 2018, official sources did not report any
anti-Muslim hate crimes to the OSCE-ODIHR, while 29 anti-Muslim hate incidents were reported by other sources.
Statistics on Racism and Discrimination: The “2018 Report on Racism in the
Spanish State” by Federación SOS Racismo.
Major Religions (% of Population): Practicing Catholics 21.5%; Non-practicing Catholics 46.8%; Agnostic: 7.3%; Indifferent: 8.1%; Atheists: 12.5%; Other
religions: 2.6%. (CIS study n. 3263/2019 for Sept.-Oct. 2019)
Muslim Population (% of Population): Approx. 4% of the total 2018 population in Spain is Muslim (Observatorio Andalusí 2019).
Main Muslim Community Organizations: Comisión Islámica de España (CIE)
as sole interlocutor with the Spanish state; the CIE is constituted by Unión de Comunidades Islámicas de España (UCIDE) and Federación Española de Entidades Religiosas
Islámicas (FEERI).
Main NGOs Combating Islamophobia: Asociación de Mujeres Musulmanas Bidaya, Asociación Marroquí para la Integración de Inmigrantes, Asociación Musulmana por
los Derechos Humanos, European Network of Women of African Descent, Fundación
de Cultura Islámica, Musulmanes contra la Islamofobia, Observatorio de la Islamofobia en
los Medios, SOS Racisme Catalunya, SOS Racismo Madrid, Stop Als Fenòmens Islamòfobs.
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Far-Right Parties: Vox, Hogar Social, España 2000, Alianza Nacional, Avant,
ADÑ Coalition (formed by La Falange, Falange Española de las JONS, Alternativa
Española, and Democracia Nacional), Front Nacional de Catalunya (FNC). Since the
rise of Vox, smaller far-right parties have almost disappeared.
Far-Right Movements: Lo Nuestro, El Galeón, In Memoriam Juan Ignacio, Acción Social Cádiz, Valentia Forum, Iberia Cruor, Último Bastión, Somatemps, Hazte
Oír, Hablamos Español, Defenem Valencia, Llibertadors del Regne, Moviment Identitari
Català (MIC).
Far-Right Terrorist Organizations: N/A
Limitations to Islamic Practices:
ű Hijab Ban: The Madrid Community Council of Education and the Ombudsman indicated last June that “schools may regulate students’ attire and
establish the obligation for students not to cover their head, including those
with an Islamic veil.”
ű Halal Slaughter Ban: None
ű Minaret Ban: None
ű Circumcision Ban: None
ű Burka Ban: None
ű Prayer Ban: None
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Introduction
In Spain no official national records are published on anti-Muslim incidents and hate
crimes. Some NGOs and anti-racist associations try to collect data from mainstream
and social media as well as through direct contact with victims. Through non-systematic monitoring by volunteers,1 NGO workers,2 and the Office for Non-Discrimination in Barcelona,3 in 2019, 148 incidents were registered, among which
there were 16 instances of physical aggression (3 against women, 2 against men, and
11 attacks on minors); 14 cases of vandalism (4 against mosques or other Islamic
cultural centers, and 10 in other public spaces); 26 verbal attacks and/or threats (9
against women, 9 against minors, and 8 against men); and 68 discriminatory incidents (23 against Muslims in general, 23 against women, 8 against minors, and 14
against men).
In 2019, political and public discourse shifted from a clear anti-Muslim and xenophobic rhetoric to a more sinister and intersectional attack on migrants in general
and unaccompanied migrant children (MENA) in particular, both on the Internet
and in physical space. According to author Helios F. Garcés (2019), “this discourse,
especially when directed against migrants from North and West Africa, uses the previous existence of a very particular breeding ground that is made invisible because it
is difficult to deal with: global Islamophobia. This discourse is used not only against
minors, but against all families called ‘non-assimilable migrant populations’ and finds
a solid base to adjust to: institutional practices and majority narratives.”4

Discussion of Islamophobic Incidents and
Discursive Events
Physical and Verbal Attacks
The Hortaleza foster home for minors in Madrid is an example of how dangerous
the mix of Islamophobia and xenophobia can be, especially through political and
media campaigns against unaccompanied minor migrants. In June, the Madrid
local police removed a banner5 put on the building by neo-Nazi Hogar Social re-

1. “Resumen de incidentes contra la población musulmana en 2019”, Asociación Musulmana por los Derechos
Humanos, 3 January 2020, http://amderechoshumanos.org/resumen-de-incidentes-contra-la-poblacion-musulmana-en-2019/ (Access date 6 January 2020).
24 incidents reported by ENWAD-European Network of Women of African Descent, 23 January 2020.
2. 4 incidents reported by Asociación Marroquí para la Integración de los Inmigrantes, 8 January 2020.
3. 11 provisional cases of discriminatory actions provided by the Office for Non-Discrimination in Barcelona, 2
January 2020.
4. Helios F. Garcés, “Un campo minado para los menores migrantes”, CTXT, 18 December 2019.
5. “La Policía retira una pancarta de Hogar Social contra los MENAS en el CPA de Hortaleza”, El Distrito, 9 July
2019.
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ferring to these minors as “dangerous.”6 In October, two individuals with white
masks beat two foreign minors with paddles.7 Some days later, the Hortaleza Boxing Crew, frequented by these children, found one of the masks on the door
knob with graffiti on the wall saying: “Long live Spain. We all paddle together”
(referring to the paddles used during the beating).8 A couple of days later, far-right
Vox’s local leader Rocío Monasterio visited the Hortaleza neighborhood during
the pre-electoral campaign with “a dozen elderly neighbors, who complain about
Moroccan teenagers.”9 A few days later, around thirty people assaulted the facilities with iron bars and chains, also vandalizing cars, a municipal bus, and street
furniture. Some neighbors received death threats.10 At the beginning of November, a group of Moroccan teenagers gathered near their Hortaleza foster home
when about 10 youngsters attacked them by surprise with nightsticks, leaving
three minors with injuries requiring medical assistance.11 During the televised
electoral debate (November 11) Vox’s national leader, Santiago Abascal, associated unaccompanied migrant minors with crime in said neighbourhood and stated
that “out of the 100 rapist bands in Spain, 70% are foreigners.”12 After the elections, neo-Nazi Hogar Social demonstrated in front of the shelter, supposedly
against the crime increase in Hortaleza (any such increase was denied by the prosecutor).13 On December 4, a grenade and a plastic bag containing nails and screws
(shrapnel) was thrown into the home’s courtyard. The shelter was evacuated, while
security forces detonated the grenade.14 No arrests were made. The Ombudsman
reported Vox’s electoral propagandistic attacks on unaccompanied migrant minors to the prosecutor’s office.15

6. Aitor Riveiro, Carlos del Castillo, “El grupo neonazi Hogar Social se inscribe como partido político para ir a
elecciones ‘este año”, El Diario, 5 March 2019.
7. “Isa Serra denuncia la agresión de dos hombres a dos menores extranjeros en Hortaleza”, El País, 4 October 2019.
8. Hortaleza Boxing Crew, Twitter, 4 October 2019, https://twitter.com/Hortalezaboxing/status/11800994347
15209730 , (Access date 30 December 2019).
9. Raquel Duva, “Vox hace campaña en el barrio de los ‘menas”, Nius Diario, 21 October 2019.
10. F.J.B., “Unos 30 jóvenes intentan asaltar el centro de menores de Hortaleza”, El País, 30 October 2019.
11. Javier Barbancho, “Más Madrid denuncia un ataque con porras a menas del centro de Hortaleza el domingo en
un parque”, El Mundo, 6 November 2019.
12. Marina García, “Abascal (Vox) debuta en un debate a cinco: ‘Hay más de 100 manadas y el 70% de los imputados son extranjeros”, La Sexta, 4 November 2019.
13. Jairo Vargas, “La ultraderecha capitaliza la protesta contra los menores migrantes de Hortaleza: ‘Que se vayan a
su puto país”, Público, 17 November 2019.
14. J.J. Mateo, “Lanzada una granada contra un centro con menores migrantes en Madrid”, El País, 5 December 2019.
15. Miguel González, “El Defensor del Pueblo denuncia al fiscal los ataques de Vox a menores inmigrantes”, El País,
18 December 2019.
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Figure 1: Example of chain events explained above against the Hortaleza foster home in Madrid.16
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Figure 2: A man explains to a virtual online audience how to get rid of “MENAs” with a bag of dehydrated pork blood.23
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Another example of the relation between Islamophobia and attacks on unaccompanied migrant minors is the below video of a man, who explains to his virtual
audience how to get rid of “MENAs” with a bag of dehydrated pork blood. (Fig. 2)

Employment
Discrimination of women wearing a hijab is omnipresent in Spain. It is extremely
difficult for hijabis to find a job. In June, a young Muslim woman with a 3-month
contract to work in the apparel retailer Pimkie was told to take off her hijab on
her first day, which she refused.24 Pimkie did not accept her with a hijab. Muslim
students with hijabs are often refused internships. A nursing student at the Rovira
i Virgili University (Catalonia) could not finish her studies, since the Pius de Valls
Hospital did not allow her to wear a hijab during her internship. Both the internship
mentor and the study coordinator at the university supported the hospital’s decision.25 In Málaga, a woman wearing a hijab was not admitted to the supermarket
Día during her traineeship, which was necessary to complete her training in “supermarket customer service” organized by the municipality’s equality body. In this case,
the equality body found her another internship. The employers claimed that wearing
a hijab is against internal rules. However, when requested by the persons concerned,
such rules were not provided -as usual.

Education
A new module titled “Terrorism in Spain” has been introduced within the subject
of “Geography & History” for compulsory secondary education (15- & 16-yearold students). (Fig. 3) The (partially) published contents evidence the use of violent language and images,26 and reinforce anti-Muslim sentiment. Exercises include “a search for terrorist kidnappings” or “to analyze the ‘map of terror.’”27
The conclusions of the 2009 research project “Islamophobia or No Curriculum?
The Way in Which Islam, Muslim Culture and Muslim Immigrants Are Treated in
School Textbooks in Catalonia”28 found that among the examined material “less than
two thirds made any reference, whether verbal or iconic, to Muslim culture or any of
the other concepts. The data obtained show the need to revise the contents of school
textbooks in order to correct omissions and deformations in the treatment of Islam,
24. Icíar Gutiérrez, “Mi primer día de trabajo duró media hora: me dijeron que no podía entrar por llevar velo”, El
Diario, 27 June 2019.
25. “Comunicat: Un cas de defensa del dret a la llibertat religiosa contra l’ús discriminatori racista de les normatives
en un centre sanitari”, SOS Racisme Catalunya, 29 October 2019.
26. María Torrens, “Los 3 errores básicos del nuevo temario sobre terrorismo para los institutos… y cómo resolverlos”, Salam Plan, 22 November 2018.
27. “Mapa del Terror”, COVITE, https://mapadelterror.com/ (Access date: 6 January 2019).
28. Luis Samper, Dolores Mayoral and Fidel Molina “¿Islamofobia o currículo nulo? La representación del Islam, las
culturas musulmanas y los inmigrantes musulmanes en los libros de texto de Cataluña”, Revista de Educación, 357
(2012), p. 257-279.
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Figure 3: Cover of “Terrorism in Spain” and page 7 where the beginning of the definition of “Jihadists” states: “Their
objective is to set up a Caliphate under an orthodox interpretation of Sharia, the Islamic Law”.30
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whether verbal or iconic, to Muslim culture or any of the other concepts. The da

show the need to revise the contents of school textbooks in order to correct om
deformations in the treatment of Islam, Muslim culture, and the presence of

Figure 4: “All Muslims must expand their faith, and men are rewarded with paradise if they die fighting against infidels.”31
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Securitization entered the education system in 2016 with several protocols. An
example is the Catalonian PRODERAEV32 (Detection, Prevention and Intervention
in Processes of Radicalization and Violent Extremism), following the British PREVENT structure33 and consists of training sessions on “radicalization detection” tools
for education professionals. These sessions are taught in Catalonian schools by teams
formed by Catalonian police officers and civil servants from the departments of Internal Affairs and Education. According to official data, 5,579 education professionals
received this training between 2016 and 2018.34 In December 2018, the newspaper
La Directa published a leaked recording35 of a training session, demonstrating how
trainers explain to teachers and school staff how to detect “signs of radicalization” using indicators as “born in a family from a Muslim-majority country”, hijab-wearing,
asking halal food at school, neighborhood of residence, not drinking Coca Cola, etc.
In October, a young Muslim student was prevented from entering her public
high school in Gijón because she is wearing the Islamic scarf. The Islamic Commission of Spain tried to mediate, but the school management filed a complaint with the
Council of Education of the Asturian government.36 Young Muslim students with
hijabs also encounter difficulties when taking examinations. In June, a young woman
was forced to take off her hijab while receiving humiliating comments by a teacher
and had to take the university entrance exam with her head uncovered. A similar case
occurred in September at the National Distance Education University (UNED) in
Alicante, when a (male) member of the examination board demanded two female
students take off their hijabs for their final exam. One of the examination supervisors
intermediated and managed to argue in favor of the students.37
On August 20, the Association Pro Rights of the Child (Prodein) filed a request,
endorsed by more than 80,000 signatures, with the Register of the Ministry of Education and Vocational Training in Madrid, in which they demand access to schooling
for over 200 minors who live in Melilla. The association considers the current situation of their school applications (“pending verification”)38 a “situation of apartheid”
in Melilla and Ceuta.39 According to Prodein’s director, José Palazón, most of these
32. “Prevenció, detecció e intervenció de processos de radicalització als Centres Educatius”, The Department of Education of the Generalitat, (Access date: 22 February 2019).
33. Ainhoa Douhaibia and Vicent Almela, “Control policial a les aules”, La Directa, 443 (2017), pp. 4-11.
34. “La escuela como panóptico racial”, La radicalización del racismo. Islamofobia de Estado y prevención antiterrorista,
ed. Salma Amzian y Ainhoa Douhaibi, (Cambalache, Oviedo: 2019), p. 91-108.
35. Ainhoa Douhaibi and Vicent Almela, “No beure Coca-Cola, no celebrar Sant Jordi o esborrar-se els tatuatges són
indicadors de ´radicalització islamista´, segons els Mossos”, La Directa, 18 December 2018.
36. VA, “La Comisión Islámica recuerda a un instituto de Gijón el derecho de una alumna a llevar hiyab”, La Voz
de Asturias, 4 November 2019.
37. Reported to AMDEH, 4 September 2019.
38. Patricia Simón, “Los niños y niñas que tienen vetado el acceso al cole en Melilla”, La Marea, 21 August 2019.
39. Gabriel Barba, “Melilla y la lucha contra el apartheid”, El Faro de Ceuta, 2 June 2019.
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children and youngsters are born in Melilla, but “the documentation requested from
the families is the city registration card, which they will never obtain. Many of these
children have parents who were also born here, even with grandparents who fought
in the army with Franco.”40 The Ombudsman has required the local governments in
Ceuta and Melilla to enrol these children,41 but the claim for enrolment has not been
met until to date.

Politics
Each year on January 2, Granada commemorates the city’s surrender to the Catholic
monarchs in 1492 CE. This celebration includes a parade of “Moors and Christians” and has become a day in which far-right, right-wing, and fascist parties and
individuals gather publicly showing fascist symbols and flags. (Fig. 5) Another part
of Granada’s population rejects the festivity considering it a “historical error” to celebrate “a genocide.”

42
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2019.
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declared that Muslims and migrants from Muslim-majority countries are the main
beneficiaries of housing aid reading out loud Arabic and foreign-sounding names:
“[…] Abou, Ali, Amir, Adbati, Abanaisati, Abatui […].”45 These declarations also
contribute to perpetuating certain names as foreign, incompatible with Spanish
identity. The NGO Musulmanes contra la Islamofobia reported his declaration to the
Supreme Court Prosecutor.46
In Ceuta, the local political party Caballas Ceuta filed a complaint in April with
the local courthouse against the local secretary general of Vox for his ongoing smear
campaign against Caballas and local Muslim
communities accusing them of “being
extremism” and “terrorism.” 47 A month later,
Vox Ceuta challenged the polling-sta
complicit” with “Islamic extremism” and “terrorism.”47 A month later, Vox Ceuta
48
challengedsince
the polling-station
results since
election
the female chairperson
of the
the female
electionchairperson
table woreofa the
niqab.
table wore a niqab.48
In Palencia, Vox used the image of a hijabi candidate of left-wing party Podemos
In Palencia, Vox used the image of a hijabi candidate of left-wing party Podemos
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tweet:"This
“Thistwenty-year-old
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for for
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Ceuta.Ceuta.
We didn’t
tweet:
a candidate
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We didn’t know th
know that women’s liberation consists of wearing a purple hijab.” (Fig.6)

liberation consists of wearing a purple hijab." (Fig.6)

Figure 6: “This twenty-year-old is candidate for Podemos Ceuta. We didn’t know that women’s liberation consists of
wearing a purple hijab”.49
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bust of Abderraman III (Abd al-Raḥmān III) from a public square. (Fig. 7) Abderra-

In June, the Vox councillor of urban planning in Cadrete (Zaragoza) removed

45. Vox España, YouTube, 27 October 2019, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zM82YJas2u0, “Santiago Abascal
desvela a dónde van las ayudas para la vivienda”, (Access date 30 December 2019).

Abderraman III (Abd al-Raḥmān III) from a public square. (Fig. 7) Abderraman III

46. “Denuncia presentada a la Fiscalía del Tribunal Supremo contra Santiago Abascal”, MCIslamofobia, https://mcislamofobia.org/denuncia-santiago-abascal-mitin-lista-ayudas-comunidad-madrid, (Access date: 30 December 2019).

(891-961 CE) in the Al-Andalus period who founded the first medicine academy in Europe

47. EP, “Caballas demanda al secretario general de Vox en Ceuta por ligarle con el ‘extremismo islamista’ y terrorismo”, Europa Press,
24 April 2019.
a university,
and a school for translators, among others.
48. Redacción, “Una mujer con niqab preside una mesa en Ceuta y Vox reacciona así”, El HuffPost, 25 May 2019.

49. Vox Palencia, Twitter, 28 March 2019, https://twitter.com/VOX_Palencia/status/1111296560602759168 (Access date 22 December 2019).
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Figure 7: Bust of Abderramán III in Cadrete, Zaragoza (left); in the City Council, Cadrete (right).50
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Melilla Assembly member and spokesperson on immigration for the State Senate,
conducted a smear campaign against left-wing party Coalición por Melilla (CPM).
She shared several videos of old demonstrations led by former activists (now political candidates), combining their names and images with statements they never
47 made. (Fig. 8)
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defending “Christmas in equality.” One Melilla Assembly member (PP Melilla) tweeted: “Mixing ‘equality’ with Christmas […] is a real stupidity […] doing
politics with religion is deplorable. I´m waiting for ‘Equality in Islam.” 52

50. EFE, “Un concejal de Vox retira el busto de Abderramán III de la plaza de Cadrete, en Zaragoza”, La Sexta, 19
June 2019.
51. Gonzalo Testa, “Melilla, una ciudad pendiente de Marruecos donde el 90% de la población no ve futuro”, El
Diario, 23 May 2019.
52. Paz Vázquez, Twitter, 20 December 2019, https://twitter.com/PazVelzquez/status/1208129593179344897?s=03,
(Access date: 30 December 2019).
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Figure 8: “I feel ashamed. I am disgusted to see and read that those undesirables of the CPM are launching
inflammatory hate messages towards Christians and instructions to vote correctly for the faithful, according to the
Koran.”53

Media
In 2019, the Spanish Observatory of Islamophobia in the Media,54 found that in
their analysis of 5 mainstream digital national newspapers (El País, El Mundo, La
Razón, La Vanguardia, and eldiario.es), which were the same newspapers analyzed in
2017, the presence of Islamophobia has decreased in comparison to that year. The
total number of news and articles analyzed in 2019 was 1,304 compared to 1,600
articles analyzed in 2017.
The TV series like “Los nuestros” (Our people) portray Muslims as terrorists and
Islamic terminology is overassociated.55 Muslim actors complain that they mostly
receive roles as drug dealers or terrorists.56
During the daily TV program Espejo Público, journalist María Jamardo, while
commenting on the New Zealand terror attacks and the terrorist who killed 51 Muslims, stated that there is a connection between the extreme-right terror attack and
53. Sofía Acedo, Twitter, 27 April 2019, https://twitter.com/SofiAcedo/status/1122194039829299201, (Access
date: 30 December 2019).
54. “Estadísticas 2019”, Observatorio de la Islamofobia en los Medios, 6 February 2020, http://www.observatorioislamofobia.org/category/material-observatorio/estadisticas/estadisticas-2019/, (Access date: 28 February 2020).
55. “Los Nuestros”, Telecinco, 17 January 2019, https://www.telecinco.es/losnuestros/Capitulo-completo-HD_2_
2692230210.html, (Access date: 19 January 2020).
56. “Entrevista al actor Ayoub ElHilali El cine español está suspenso en representatividad”, Ramiaschannel, 4
March 2019.
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During the daily TV program Espejo Público, journalist María Jamardo, while

the New Zealand terror attacks and the terrorist who killed 51 Muslims, stated

connection between the extreme-right terror attack and “certain parts of the K
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Figure 9: Journalist María Jamardo during the program.57
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“Estadísticas 2019”, Observatorio de la Islamofobia en los Medios, 6
http://www.observatorioislamofobia.org/category/material-observatorio/estadisticas/estadistica
date: 28 February 2020).
55
“Los Nuestros”, Telecinco, 17 January 2019, https://www.telecinco.es/losnuestros/C
HD_2_2692230210.html, (Access date: 19 January 2020).
56
“Entrevista al actor Ayoub ElHilali El cine español está suspenso en representatividad”,
March 2019.
57
“Denuncia a María Jamardo por sus comentarios en Espejo Público a la Comisión Naciona
Competencia”, Musulmanes contra la Islamofobia, 22 March 2019, https://mcislamofobia.org/d
periodista-maria-jamardo-programa-espejo-publico-cnmc,
(Access date: 30 December 2019).
59
54

Figure 10: Presenter Joaquín Prat (left) arguing with Pilar Gutiérrez (right).

Figure 10: Presenter Joaquín Prat (left) arguing with Pilar Gutiérrez (right). 59
57. “Denuncia a María Jamardo por sus comentarios en Espejo Público a la Comisión Nacional del Mercado y
la Competencia”,
JusticeMusulmanes
System contra la Islamofobia, 22 March 2019, https://mcislamofobia.org/denuncia-contra-la-periodista-maria-jamardo-programa-espejo-publico-cnmc, (Access date: 30 December 2019).
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Justice System
In Spain, specific hate crime prosecutors work in each of the 17 autonomous communities, but the autonomous cities of Ceuta and Melilla still lack this service, despite the strong necessity there. Hate incidents are often treated as “settling of scores”
or “regular fights.”60 In Melilla, around 53% of the population is Muslim and in
Ceuta over 40%.61 Despite born and raised in Ceuta or Melilla, due to their Amazigh
origin and their religion; Muslim citizens in these cities are subjected to foreignization, segregation, and discrimination in all socio-economic areas, starting at school.62
In May, the State General Attorney stated regarding hate crime interpretation
guidelines that “…the origin of hate crime is related to the protection of a disadvantaged group […] thus, an assault on a person of Nazi ideology, or the incitement of
hate towards such a collective, can be considered a hate crime.”63
In July, the Madrid Council of Education and the Ombudsman allowed schools
to regulate students’ attire and establish the obligation to keep heads uncovered, also
for students with an Islamic veil.64 The General Directorate for Relations with Confessions (Ministry of Justice) may issue (non-binding) recommendations to the contrary.
Preventing Violent Extremism (PVE), Countering Violent Extremism (CVE)
and Counterterrorism policies and countless initiatives by think tanks (Real Instituto
El Cano65) and NGOs (IntelCISEG, 66 COVITE67) have a long-term negative impact on Muslim individuals and communities. These policies have developed control
tools to be used by citizens in general to participate actively in the construction and
report of suspects.68 Various imams have been deported without a judicial procedure,69 apparently more often due to the person’s lack of means and relations70 than
to alleged terror-related accusations.71 In July, El País informed that “the National
60. Survey conducted by AMDEH with religious & community leaders, on 5 December 2019.
61. “Estudio demográfico de la población musulmana”, Observatorio Andalusí, 31 December 2019, http://observatorio.hispanomuslim.es/estademograf.pdf, (Access date: 31 December 2019)
62. Patricia Simón, “Los niños y niñas que tienen vetado el acceso al cole en Melilla”, La Marea, 21 August 2019.
63. “Circular 7/2019, de 14 de mayo, de la Fiscalía General del Estado, sobre pautas para interpretar los delitos de
odio tipificados en el artículo 510 del Código Penal”, Attorney General’s Office, 24 May 2019, https://www.boe.es/
diario_boe/txt.php?id=BOE-A-2019-7771, (Access date: 22 December 2019).
64. “La Comunidad de Madrid permite a los colegios prohibir el velo islámico”, El País, 4 July 2019.
65. Real Instituto El Cano, http://www.realinstitutoelcano.org/wps/portal/rielcano_es, (Access date: 28 February 2020).
66. Comunidad de Inteligencia y Seguridad Global, https://www.intelciseg.org/, (Access date: 21 January 2020).
67. “Observatorio Internacional de Estudios sobre Terrorismo” COVITE, https://observatorioterrorismo.com/, (Access date: 28 February 2020).
68. Virtudes Téllez, “El ‘Pacto Antiyihadista’ y las estrategias de lucha contra la ‘radicalización violenta’: implicaciones jurídicas, políticas y sociales”, Revista de Estudios Internacionales Mediterráneos, 24 (2018), p 9-30.
69. Francisco Carrión, “El imam de Logroño, de la expulsión exprés en España a una cárcel egipcia”, El Mundo, 24
September 2018.
70. “La Policía se plantea expulsar de España a un líder de la comunidad musulmana de Salt por terrorismo”, El
Mundo, 9 September 2018.
71. “Marlaska ‘perdona’ a un imán expulsado de España por el anterior Gobierno”, Voz Pópuli, 17 November 2018.
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High Court endorses the use of secret reports by the National Intelligence Agency to
deport suspects of Jihadism.”72

Internet
Far-right disinformation websites, such as Mediterráneo Digital, Diario Patriota,
Alerta Digital, Caso Aislado, Periodista Digital, OK Diario, among many others,73
strongly contribute to the far-right social movements they support. They regularly
publish and recycle fake news and disinformation against protected groups, women,
left-wing parties, and politicians, and those who form part and/or support the different independence movements.
SOS Racisme published a chapter on Spain74 for a project on hate speech called
“Words Are Stones,” in which they state that
“in terms of targets of hate speech, it is important to highlight the preponderance of anti-Muslim racism and the level of symbolic violence of the narrative on
Islamist Terrorism, which is based on profound distortions […] hate speech narratives on the threat of Islamist terrorism seem to reduce Islam to Islamism, which
is at the same time equated to Islamist terrorism, generating feelings of threat and
danger as a result of intended distortions, even through dehumanizing rhetoric
and symbolic strategies […] VOX extremist claims have now a “loud-speaker” in
the political arena, and their claims and calls for action have now a major reach
and impact. The “VOX effect” has also temporarily brought right-wing parties
further to the right –a process reflected by different right-wing political leaders’
declarations. But racist hate speech in public discourse is not only present in the
right and extreme-right organizations, since it is not unusual for center or left-wing
politicians to use it as well.”75

Central Figures in the Islamophobia Network
As seen in the previous sections, the aforementioned Vox members (and PP in Ceuta and Melilla) and far-right websites regularly promote and normalize anti-Muslim
sentiment through their social media and the Internet. Some of the owners of the
aforementioned websites regularly participate in prime time TV talk shows.76
72. Oscar López-Fonseca, “La justicia avala el uso de informes secretos del CNI para expulsar a sospechosos de
yihadismo”, El País, 16 July 2019.
73. In consultation with journalist Miquel Ramos specialized on far-right extremism and movements, 14 January 2020.
74. “Racist Hate Speech in Spain: a 2018 Case Analysis”, SOS Racisme, January 2020, http://www.sosracisme.
org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/WAS_Spagna_hatespeech_national-report-SPAIN-SOS-RACISME.pdf, p. 41,
(Access date: 15 January 2020).
75. “Words Are Stones”, Cronache di razzismo, January 2020, http://www.cronachediordinariorazzismo.org/wordsare-stones-english/, (Access date: 15 January 2020).
76. “Alfonso Rojo tacha ‘Todo es mentira’ de telebasura: ‘He ganado tanta pasta con Periodista Digital que esas cosas
no me interesan”, Cuatro, 11 June 2019.
“Jesús Maraña planta cara a Inda en ‘La Sexta Noche’: ‘Estás manipulando, es lo que mejor se te da”, HuffPost, 30
March 2019.
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A fast-growing “feminist” current led by a number of women with Arabic or
Amazigh names who usually define themselves as “non-Muslim”, “former Muslim”,
and/or “from Muslim origin” is targeting Muslim communities and Islam in the
name of “women’s rights.” Their stereotyping discourse on Muslim women and the
hijab, for example, by blaming left-wing parties as “actively promoting the veil and,
with it, a whole set of attitudes of the fundamentalist patriarchate,”77 publicly smearing female politicians who wear hijab,78 or attacking Muslim female converts online
for years,79 is gaining space in press articles, (Fig. 11) online campaigns,80 blogs,81
conferences,82 prime time TV shows,83 and through the publishing of books. (Fig.
12) According to academic Sara R. Farris (2017), who specializes on Sociology of
Religion, “this is the sexualization of racism. Women are presented as victims for
whom, if properly assimilated, space can be made –whereas men are the unredeemable others.”84 The leading voices of this current, whose family and cultural backgrounds supposedly contribute to the validation of their rhetoric, receive support
from currents within dominant feminism,85 Zionist sectors,86 as well as from politicians across the political spectrum (including Vox,87 Ciudadanos,88 PSOE,89 Unidas
Podemos90) and thus reach the wider public.

77. Mimunt Hamido, “El velo exhibicionista”, Txalaparta, January 2020.
78. “Fuego valyrio. Carta a Podemos”, No nos taparán, 9 November 2018.
Mimunt Hamida, Twitter, 7 September 2019, https://twitter.com/Mim_Rif/status/1170338268417802240?s=19,
(Access date: 29 December 2019).
79. Imane Rachidi, “Musulmanas por exotismo”, M-Sur, 29 September 2017.
80. “#SinVelo”, Twitter, https://twitter.com/search?q=%23SinVelo&src=typed_query, (Access date: 30 December 2019).
81. “No nos taparán”, https://nonostaparanblog.wordpress.com/, (Access date: 30 December 2019).
82. Nuria Coronado,Twitter, 30 November 2019, https://twitter.com/NuriaCSopena/status/1200689281125277696,
(Access date: 20 January 2020).
83. “Najat el Hachmi reflexiona sobre el machismo en el Islam: ‘Nos piden que nos tapemos como si los hombres
no tuvieran autocontrol”, La Sexta, 15 October 2019.
84. Sara Farris, “What is femonationalism?”, Open Democracy, 13 July 2017.
85. Feminicidio.net, Twitter, 10 September 2019, https://twitter.com/feminicidio/status/1171415527949918209,
(Access date: 20 January 2020)
86. ACOM, Twitter, 27 July 2019, https://twitter.com/ACOM_es/status/1155080177283731456, (Access date: 20
January 2020). Rafa Lara, “El largo brazo del sionismo”, El Diario, 18 June 2019.
87. Lucio Curiel Torres (Vox), Twitter, 26 November 2019, https://twitter.com/AzoteCasta/status/106707872570
1959680 , (Access date: 20 January 2020).
88. Sonia Sierra (Ciudadanos), Twitter, 23 September 2019, https://twitter.com/SoniaSierra02/status/117623421
5056257026, (Access date: 20 January 2020).
89. Josefina Bueno (PSOE), Twitter, 18 December 2019, https://twitter.com/NuriaCSopena/status/12006892811
25277696, (Access date: 20 January 2020).
90. Dina Bousselham (Unidas Podemos), Twitter, 20 September 2019, https://twitter.com/DinaBousselham/status/1175006653231616003, (Access date: 20 January 2020).
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for anti-Gypsyism and Romaphobia “as done by the EU Fundamental Rights
Agency.”97 Following this logic, the plan should also measure anti-Muslim bias
-but it does not. The lack of data on anti-Muslim bias makes the fight against
Islamophobia very difficult.

93. “Under Suspicion, The Impact of Discriminatory Policing in Spain”, Rights International Spain, 2019, http://
rightsinternationalspain.org/uploads/publicacion/1f8275586cc7875ad2d984717b9d63a612d26f0c.pdf, (Access
date: 22 December 2019).
94. SOS Racisme, “Police Identifications by Ethnic Profile in Catalonia 2018”, Parad De Pararme, 11 February
2019, https://www.pareudepararme.org/informe-es/, (Access date: 22 December 2019).
95. “Informe sobre los Delitos de Odio en España 2018”, The Interior Ministry and the Secretary of State, 2017,
http://www.interior.gob.es/documents/10180/7146983/ESTUDIO+INCIDENTES+DELITOS+DE+ODIO+2017+v3.pdf/5d9f1996-87ee-4e30-bff4-e2c68fade874, (Access date: 12 October 2019).
96. “Plan de Acción contra los delitos de odio”, The Interior Ministry and the Secretary of State, http://www.
interior.gob.es/documents/642012/3479677/plan+de+accion+delitos+de+odio/d054f47a-70f3-4748-986b264a93187521, (Access date: 12 October 2019).
97. “Database 2012-2017 on Anti-Muslim Hatred”, Fundamental Rights Agency, https://fra.europa.eu/en/project/2018/database-2012-2017-anti-muslim-hatred, (Access date: 2 January 2020).
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Specific hate crime units within local police forces, providing specialized assistance to victims of hate incidents, can be found in Madrid98 and Fuenlabrada.99
The hate crime prosecutors in Barcelona and Malaga, as well as the Barcelona City
Non-Discrimination Office100 make exemplary contributions against Islamophobia.

Conclusion and Policy Recommendations
In addition to awareness activities, hate crimes, far-reaching hate speech, and other
forms of anti-Muslim discrimination should be monitored. Security forces, prosecutors, and corresponding local institutions should keep a segregated record of reported
incidents with anti-Muslim bias to provide yearly figures, also to the OSCE-ODIHR
hate crime database.101 Local and national security forces and prosecutors (specifically
including Ceuta and Melilla) need hate crime and discrimination awareness training.
A Code of conduct for (mainstream) media on the treatment of migrant minors must
be implemented. All minors living in the Spanish state should be guaranteed their
right to schooling. Revision of educational textbooks regarding Islam, Muslims, Islamic Spanish heritage, migration, and terrorism is necessary. Education on human
rights should be given priority over classes on terrorism.102 Business owners and human resources departments should treat all job applicants in the same way based on
equality and provide pertinent documents, such as internal dressing regulations, when
requested. CVE protocols should be removed from public schools and foster homes.

Chronology
•
•

25.01.2019: Crosses with the word “Christ” were painted on a mosque in
Avila.103
30.01.2019: Demonstration against opening new mosque in Los Dolores.104

98. “Unidad de Gestión de la Diversidad”, Madrid City Council, https://www.madrid.es/portales/munimadrid/
es/Inicio/El-Ayuntamiento/Centro/Direcciones-y-telefonos/Unidad-de-Gestion-de-la-Diversidad/?vgnextfmt=default&vgnextoid=8ed0be21ab129510VgnVCM2000001f4a900aRCRD&vgnextchannel=cac1d47ffee28010VgnVCM100000dc0ca8c0RCRD, (Access date: 22 December 2019).
99. “Fuenlabrada lucha contra la discriminación y la intolerancia a través del Plan de Acción contra el Odio”, Fuenlabrada City Council, 20 October 2016, http://www.ayto-fuenlabrada.es/index.do?MP=1&MS=12&MN=2&id=5138,
(Access date: 22 December 2019).
100. “Office for Non-Discrimination”, The Barcelona City Council, https://ajuntament.barcelona.cat/oficina-no-discriminacio/en, (Access date: 29 December 2019).
101. “ODIHR Hate Crime Reporting - Spain”, OSCE-ODIHR, http://hatecrime.osce.org/spain, (Access date: 30
December 2019).
102. “Educación en Derechos Humanos- España”, Amnistía Internacional, https://www.es.amnesty.org/en-que-estamos/temas/educacion-en-derechos-humanos/, (Access date: 30 December 2019).
103. AMDEH, Twitter, 29 January 2019, https://twitter.com/MusulmanaDDHH/status/1090305792811679
745?s=19, (Access date 29 January 2020).
104. Jorge Sánchez, “Manifestación en Los Dolores con el lema ‘Integración sí, mezquita no”, La Opinion de Murcia, 30 January 2019, https://www.laopiniondemurcia.es/murcia/2019/01/30/manifestacion-dolores-lema-integracion-mezquita/992809.html, (Access date: 29 January 2020).
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16.02.2019: Physical and verbal attack on a Muslim woman (Barcelona).105
18.02.2019: Far-right signs and Islamophobic messages found in Sant
Martí de Provençals (Barcelona).106
24.02.2019: Newspaper El Periódico published headline “An Islamic Group
Controls the Illegal Street Vendors in Spain” on cover.107
26.02.2019: War material and weapons found in Valencia during a police
investigation on a Facebook account inciting violence against Muslims and
immigrants.108
27.02.2019: Two Muslim women verbally abused by doctor in hospital
(Melilla).109
06.03.2019: A man armed with a machete entered a shelter for minors
(Canet de Mar). He was detained and left no injured.110
07.03.2019: Two Muslim women were verbally intimidated in a shop (Madrid).111
09.03.2019: One minor and two educators were injured when 25 hooded men assaulted a shelter for minors (Castelldefels). About 60 protesters
threw stones at the facility the day after the attack.112
08.04.2019: Islamophobic graffiti on a school (Tarragona).113
15.05.2019: The Spanish Troop and Maritime Association ordered an
investigation into a case of alleged discrimination of Muslims within the
“Melilla Group of Regulars 52”. One of its officials had established the
requirement “not to be Muslim” to join the unit.114
05.06.2019: Two Muslim women entering a police station to report an incident were obliged by the police to take off their hijab, while were publicly
subjected to humiliating comments.115
24.06.2019: Individuals fired at least four times at the Muley el-Mehdi

105. Reported to Es Racismo, on 17 Februrary 2019.
106. CUP Sant Martí, Twitter, 19 February 2019, https://twitter.com/CUPSantMarti/status/10977657622683
15648?s=19, (Access date: 22 February 2020).
107. Juan José Fernández, “Los adeptos de una cofradía islámica senegalesa se hacen con el control del ‘top manta’
en España”, El Periodico, 24 February 2019.
108. “A Man Who Incited Islamophobia in the Networks Possessed War Material from the Second World War in
His House”, Las Provincias, 26 February 2019.
109. Reported to AMDEH, on 28 February 2019.
110. ACN, “Un hombre entra armado con un machete en un centro de menores”, La Vanguardia, 6 March 2019.
111. Es Racismo, “Denunciada una mujer por gritos racistas en una tienda de moda”, Es Racismo, 7 March 2019.
112. Rebeca Carranco, “Unos 25 encapuchados asaltan un centro de menores inmigrantes en Castelldefels”, El País,
11 March 2019.
113. “Nazis en el barrio de Campclar”, Diari de Tarragona, 8 May 2019.
114. EP, “ATME pide investigar un presunto caso de discriminación a soldados musulmanes en Melilla”, Europa
Press, 14 May 2019. Investigation is still pending (22 December 2019).
115. Reported to the Coordinator of Es Racismo, on 6 June 2019.
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Mosque in Ceuta. The shots hit the façade and left no victims, though causing moments of panic and tension.116
30.06.2019: Muslim woman carrying her child verbally abused on the
street (Santander).117
05.07.2019: Attack on shelter home (Masnou, Barcelona) resulted in one
arrest, 3 minors and 1 adult injured.118
11.07.2019: Vox council in Badajoz refused to concede use of cemetery
plot to local Islamic community.119
20.07.2019: A man verbally abused and threatened a Muslim woman and
her nephew with violence at train station (Zaragoza).120
20.07.2019: Woman verbally harassed and denied access when accompanying her children to the compound swimming pool.121
24.07.2019: National Police arrested 6 individuals in Ceuta for stealing
and beating up unaccompanied migrant minors sleeping in the streets. Investigations “do not appreciate a hate crime component.”122
14.08.2019: Discrimination of several Muslim women with hijabs when
renewing their IDs (Tarragona).123
25.08.2019: Racist graffiti “Death to all Moors” appeared at 9 locations in
Vitoria-Gasteiz.124
01.09.2019: Menacing graffiti in Deba (Guipúzcoa) against the mayor, demanding the closure of the local mosque.125
15.09.2019: Far-right leader (Valencia) claimed a religious celebration to
be “a call to the holy war, ‘the jihad.’”126

116. Marta Rodríguez, “La policía española investiga un tiroteo contra una mezquita de Ceuta”, Euro News, 6 June
2019.
117. W. N., Facebook, https://www.facebook.com/wadi.ndaghestani/videos/2824852874208282/?lst=1000007014
46201%3A100000507920165%3A1576438922 , (Access date: 22 December 2019).
118. Agencias, “Un detenido y cuatro heridos en un ataque al centro de menores de El Masnou, en Barcelona”,
RTVE, 5 June 2019.
119. Eldiarioex, “La comunidad musulmana lamenta la negativa de Vox a su derecho a tener enterramientos islámicos”, El Diario, 11 July 2019.
120. María R. Díaz, “Un hombre agrede con insultos racistas y amenazas a una mujer y a su sobrino entre gritos de
‘viva España y viva Franco”, Es Racismo, 20 July 2019, http://esracismo.com/2019/07/20/un-hombre-agrede-coninsultos-racistas-y-amenazas-a-una-mujer-y-a-su-sobrino-entre-gritos-de-viva-espana-y-viva-franco/ (Access date:
22 December 2019).
121. Reported to Asociación Marroquí para la Integración de Inmigrantes.
122. Agencias, “Detenidas seis personas por robar y agredir a niños migrantes en Ceuta”, El País, 24 July 2019.
123. EP, “Interior permitirá a las musulmanas usar velo en la foto del DNI”, El País, 19 June 2006.
124. Plataforma Antirracista de Gasteiz, Twitter, 25 August 2019, https://twitter.com/PlatAntirracis1/status/1165685033971126275, (Access date: 22 December 2019).
125. Ander Salegi, “Aparecen pintadas de contenido racista y machista en Deba”, El Diario Vasco, 1 September 2019.
126. Toni Cuquerella, “Una dirigente de una formación de extrema derecha vincula una celebración religiosa en
València con una llamada a la ‘yihad”, El Diario, 16 September 2019.
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04.10.2019: Muslim woman verbally abused while waiting for the police
after car accident (Madrid).127
07.10.2019: A dozen people violently broke into a Pakistani-owned supermarket (Barcelona). They caused damage, stole goods, and injured the owner and his two children (aged 2 and 7). The aggressors who were described
as “Nazi-aesthetic people” fled.128
09.10.2019: A man painting Islamophobic graffiti was surprised in Vitoria-Gasteiz by pedestrians. He accused the current Basque president (I. Urkullu)
of “Islamizing Europe.”129 The next day, more Islamophobic graffiti showed up.130
17.10.2019: Fascist slogans and Vox signs painted on the Islamic Association of Oliva (Alicante). Similar slogans appeared on a nearby car and some
days later, xenophobic slogans were painted on Oliva’s Youth House.131
19.10.2019: Rejection by neighbors of municipal land for new mosque
in Benalmádena (Málaga). The City Council withdrew the assignment of
2,200 m².132
27.10.2019: A group of individuals brutally beat an unaccompanied migrant minor in Zaragoza. They severely injured his skull and fled, leaving
him lying on the street. Doctors feared for his life. Later, the victim said he
was “cornered” by at least seven individuals.133
29.10.2019: All family members recently arrived from Melilla to Hoyos
(Ávila) were harassed at school and in town.134
30.10.2019: The manager of McDonald’s in Melilla was reported for expelling 3 unaccompanied minors and their educator from the establishment
after they bought food, accusing them of being “criminals.”135
03.11.2019: A young journalist, perceived as an unaccompanied migrant
minor, received threats in Masnou.136

127. Reported to AMDEH, on 4 October 2019.
128. Guillem Sànchez, “Una banda destroza un súper de Barcelona y deja heridos a dos niños y al propietario”, El
Periódico, 7 October 2019.
129. Natxo Gatón, “FOTO: Un hombre realiza pintadas islamófobas y contra Urkullu”, Gasteizhoy, 9 October 2019.
130. Plataforma Antirracista de Gasteiz, Twitter, 10 October 2019, https://twitter.com/PlatAntirracis1/status/1182400538920587275, (Access date: 30 December 2019).
131. SS. Gandía, “Nuevos símbolos intolerantes en el Casal Jove generan rechazo en Oliva”, Levante EMV, 19
October 2019.
132. J.J. Madueño, “Una nueva mezquita en suelo municipal levanta el rechazo de los vecinos de Benalmádena”,
ABC, 19 October 2019.
133. M.A. Coloma, “Los dos detenidos por la paliza al mena son hermanos y han quedado libres con cargos”, Heraldo, 7 November 2019.
134. Reported to Asociación Marroquí para la Integración de Inmigrantes.
135. Rosa Soto, “Denuncian a McDonald’s por prohibir comer en su restaurante a tres niños tutelados en Melilla”,
Público, 2 November 2019.
136. Aladdin, Twitter, 3 November 2019, https://twitter.com/aladdin_azr/status/1190988886085947392?s=19,
(Access date: 30 December 2019).
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03.11.2019: A group of Moroccan teenagers from the Hortaleza foster
home was attacked by 10 youngsters with nightsticks, leaving three minors
with bruises and minor injuries.137
05.11.2019: A cross was painted on the Soria Islamic Cultural Center.138
05.11.2019: The Councillor of Employment (El Ejido) advised a Muslim
woman to take off her hijab “to get a job.”139
05.12.2019: A grenade was launched against the Hortaleza home for unaccompanied migrant minors (Madrid).
28.12.2019: A security guard surprised two people trying to place a simulated explosive device, similar to the one that was found on Christmas Eve,
at Alhama de Murcia’s home for minors.140
29.12.2019: Islamophobic and xenophobic posters signed by far-right Democracia Nacional appear on the Aranjuez Islamic Center.141

137. M. Belver, P.R. Roces and L.F. Durán, “Más Madrid denuncia un ataque con porras a menas del centro de
Hortaleza el domingo en un parque”, El Mundo, 6 November 2019.
138. Amparo Sánchez, Twitter, 5 November 2019, https://twitter.com/AmparoRosel/status/1191799559732772873?
s=19, (Access date: 30 December 2019).
139. Reported to Asociación Marroquí para la Integración de Inmigrantes.
140. Agencias, “Investigan otro artefacto explosivo simulado en un centro de menores no acompañados de Murcia”,
El Español, 28 December 2019.
141. Houssien El Ouariachi, Facebook, 29 December, https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=1015701741
6688348&id=692498347, (Access date: 30 December 2019).
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