addresses a still timely and politically important issue. All 32 country reports

included in this book follow a unique structure that is convenient, first, for comparing
countries and, second, for selected readings on a particular topic such as politics, employment, or education with regard to Islamophobia across Europe.
The present report investigates in detail the underlying dynamics that directly or indirectly
support the rise of anti-Muslim racism in Europe. This extends from Islamophobic statements spread in national media to laws and policies that restrain the fundamental rights
of European Muslim citizens and threaten the whole of society. As a result, the European
Islamophobia Report 2019 discusses the impact of anti-Muslim racism on human rights,
multiculturalism, and the state of law in Europe.
This fifth edition of our report highlights how European societies are progressively overwhelmed by the Islamophobic discourse of the “Great Replacement” and other far-right
conspiracy theories. The 32 country reports demonstrate how governments and mainstream media participate in reproducing such discourses that put the fundamental rights of
millions of European citizens in jeopardy and how one can counteract these developments.
This compendium of useful insights and data aims to provide European policy-makers,
institutions, and NGOs with recommendations on how to tackle anti-Muslim racism in
Europe seriously.
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Executive Summary
The 29 November 2019 was the 10th anniversary of the ban on minaret construction
in Switzerland. Because of the same SVP circles that were responsible for the popular
initiative at the time, a vote will also be taken on a national ban on facial coverings,
which has already been in force in the canton of Ticino since 2016 and in the canton
of St. Gallen since 2019. Bans on headscarves in schools and in the public sector
are a recurring topic of discussion. In February 2019, a referendum in the canton of
Geneva approved a law on secularity that affects religious dress.
In politics, the SVP is constantly pushing forward Islam-related issues. Debates
are often taken up from the media or topics are taken up from abroad, such as the
ban on veiling or the new Islam law in Austria. In the case of questions on integration, immigration, or refugees, regular warnings are issued against “Islamisation”.
Islamophobia is very present in the counselling practice for victims of racism,
and the number of counselling sessions is constantly increasing. Workshops by NGOs
show that especially women wearing headscarves regularly experience discrimination
of various kinds. In 2019, in a representative survey on the role of religious and social identities, one in two Muslims stated that they had been discriminated against
because of their religious identity. Surveys also show that Islamophobic perceptions
are widespread.
In contrast to field experiences and the findings of surveys, Islamophobia is not a
relevant topic in the media. This was evident, for example, in the largely uninformed
and banalising reporting on the 10th anniversary of the ban on the construction of
minarets. The networking of Islamophobic actors and organisations has become established, but they manage to generate attention, especially in social media.
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Zusammenfassung
Am 29. November 2019 war der 10. Jahrestag des Minarettbauverbotes in der
Schweiz. Wegen derselben SVP-Kreise, die damals für die Volksinitiative verantwortlich waren, wird auch über ein nationales Verhüllungsverbot abgestimmt werden,
das seit 2016 bereits im Kanton Tessin und seit 2019 im Kanton St. Gallen gilt.
Kopftuchverbote in der Schule und im öffentlichen Dienst stehen immer wieder zur
Diskussion. Im Februar 2019 wurde im Kanton Genf durch eine Volksabstimmung
ein Laizitätsgesetz angenommen, das religiöse Bekleidung tangiert.
In der Politik kommt es ständig zu Vorstössen zu islambezogenen Themen durch die SVP. Dabei werden oft Debatten aus den Medien aufgenommen oder Themen
aus dem Ausland übernommen, wie zu Verhüllungsverboten oder zum neuen Islamgesetz in Österreich. Bei Fragen zu Integration, Einwanderung oder Geflüchteten
wird regelmässig vor einer “Islamisierung” gewarnt.
In der Beratungspraxis für Rassismusopfer ist Islamfeindlichkeit sehr präsent,
die Anzahl Beratungen nimmt kontinuierlich zu. Workshops von NGOs zeigen,
dass vor allem Frauen mit Kopftuch regelmässig Diskriminierung verschiedener Art
erleben. 2019 gaben in einer repräsentativen Umfrage zur Rolle von religiösen und
sozialen Identitäten jeder und jede Zweite unter den Muslimen und Musliminnen
an, aufgrund der religiösen Identität diskriminiert worden zu sein. Befragungen zeigen auch, dass islamfeindliche Vorstellungen weit verbreitet sind.
Im Kontrast zu den Erfahrungen im Feld und den Erkenntnissen aus Befragungen ist Islamfeindlichkeit kein relevantes Thema in den Medien. Dies zeigte sich
etwa an der grösstenteils uninformierten und banalisierenden Berichterstattung zum
10. Jahrestag des Minarettbauverbotes. Die Vernetzung islamfeindlicher Akteure
und Organisationen hat sich etabliert, sie schaffen es aber vor allem in den sozialen
Medien Aufmerksamkeit zu generieren.
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Résumé
Le 29 novembre 2019 a marqué le 10e anniversaire de l’interdiction de construire des
minarets en Suisse. En raison des mêmes cercles de l’UDC qui étaient responsables
de l’initiative populaire à l’époque, un vote aura également lieu sur une interdiction
nationale interdiction des revêtements faciaux, qui est déjà en vigueur dans le canton
du Tessin depuis 2016 et dans le canton de Saint-Gall depuis 2019. L’interdiction
du voile dans les écoles et dans le secteur public est un sujet de discussion récurrent.
En février 2019, un référendum dans le canton de Genève a approuvé une loi sur la
laïcité affectant les vêtements religieux.
En politique, l’UDC ne cesse de faire avancer les questions liées à l’Islam. Les
débats sont souvent repris par les médias ou des sujets sont abordés depuis l’étranger, comme l’interdiction des revêtements faciaux ou la nouvelle loi sur l’islam en
Autriche. En cas de questions sur l’intégration, l’immigration ou les réfugiés, des
avertissements sont régulièrement émis contre l’»islamisation».
L’islamophobie est très présente dans la pratique du conseil aux victimes du racisme, et le nombre de séances de conseil est en constante augmentation. Des ateliers
d’ONG montrent que les femmes portant le voile, en particulier, sont régulièrement
victimes de discriminations de toutes sortes. En 2019, dans une enquête représentative sur le rôle des identités religieuses et sociales, un musulman sur deux a déclaré
avoir été discriminé en raison de son identité religieuse. Les enquêtes montrent également que les perceptions islamophobes sont très répandues.
Contrairement aux expériences de terrain et aux résultats des enquêtes, l’islamophobie n’est pas un sujet pertinent dans les médias. Cela s’est manifesté, par exemple, dans les reportages largement mal informés et banalisés sur le 10e anniversaire
de l’interdiction de construire des minarets. La mise en réseau des acteurs et organisations islamophobes s’est établie, mais ils parviennent à attirer l’attention, notamment
dans les médias sociaux.
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Country Profile
EIR 2019
Country: Switzerland
Type of Government: Federal semi-direct democracy under a multi-party parliamentary directorial republic
Ruling/Opposition Parties: Multi-party system with the Federal Council (cabinet) as a seven-member executive council with annually rotating presidency (2 Swiss
Social Democratic Party [SP/PS], 1 Christian Democrat People’s Party [CVP/PDC],
2 FDP. The Liberals [FDP/ PLR], 2 Swiss People’s Party [SVP/UDC])
Other Parties in the Federal Assembly (Parliament): Swiss Green Party (GPS/
PES), Swiss Green Liberal Party (glp/pvl), Conservative Democratic Party (BDP/
PBD), Ticino League (Lega), Swiss Evangelical People’s Party (EVP/PEV), Federal
Democratic Union (EDU/UDF), Swiss Party of Labour (PdA/PST), Solidarity (solidaritéS)
Last Elections: Federal elections 2019 (Seats: National Council/ Council of
States): SVP/UDC (53/6), SP/PS (39/9), FDP/PLR (28/12), GPS/PES (28/5),
CVP/PDC (25/13), glp/pvl (16/0)
Total Population: 8.6 million
Major Languages: German, French, Italian
Official Religion: No official religion (secularism), but some recognised religious communities in the cantons.
Statistics on Islamophobia: The KONID Survey 2019 revealed that one in
two Muslims stated that they had been discriminated against on the basis of their
religious identity. On the basis of the Documentation System Racism there were 44
counselling cases in the area of “anti-Muslimism” and 24 counselling cases in the
related category of “hostility against people from the Arab world” in 2018.
Statistics on Racism and Discrimination: Annual report “Racism Incidents
from Counselling Practice, January to December 2018”; Report of the Office for
Combating Racism “Racist Discrimination in Switzerland 2018”
Major Religions (% of Population): Catholics 35.2%, No religion 28.0%,
Protestants 23.1%, Muslims 5.3% (in 2018)
Muslim Population (% of Population): 375,456 (from the age of 15 and over
in 2018)
Main Muslim Community Organizations: Federation of Islamic Organisations in Switzerland (FIOS), Coordination of Islamic Organisations in Switzerland
(KIOS)
Main NGOs Combating Islamophobia: National Coalition Building Institute (NCBI)
Far-Right Parties: Swiss People’s Party (SVP/UDC), Federal Democratic Union
of Switzerland (EDU/UDF), Swiss Nationalist Party (PNOS/PNS)
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Far-Right Movements: Résistance Helvétique
Far-Right Terrorist Organizations: N/A
Limitations to Islamic Practices:
ű Hijab Ban: None
ű Halal Slaughter Ban: Yes (since 1893)
ű Minaret Ban: Yes (since 2009)
ű Circumcision Ban: None
ű Burka Ban: Cantons of Ticino (2016) and St. Gallen (2019)
ű Prayer Ban: None
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Introduction
In Switzerland, there are various studies and reports that deal with Islamophobia,
among other forms of discrimination. For example, in 2019, the Counselling Network for Victims of Racism published the annual report “Racism Incidents from
Counselling Practice”1 for the year 2018 on the basis of the Documentation System
Racism (DoSyRa): there were 44 counselling cases in the area of “anti-Muslimism”
and 24 counselling cases in the related category of “hostility against people from
the Arab world”.2 This was the third most common motive for discrimination after
xenophobia and racism against blacks. Muslim hostility and hostility against people
from the Arab world occurred most frequently in the neighbourhood, in education,
school, day-care centres, and at work.3
The year 2019 also saw the publication of the fourth report of the Office for
Combating Racism “Racist Discrimination in Switzerland 2018”.4 In the preface,
Federal Councillor Alain Berset wrote, “The report also demonstrates that racism is
a structural problem. Changes are required in many areas of life – such as at work,
when looking for housing or in public life – to enable all people, regardless of their
origin, religious affiliation or nationality, to participate in society on an equal basis.”5
The number of consultations related to religion has increased from 4 to 50 between
2008 and 2018.6
The “Survey on Diversity and Coexistence in Switzerland” (VeS) of the Federal
Statistical Office (FSO) is another relevant report based on a regular representative
survey of the permanent resident population between 15 and 88 years of age. In
2019, results for 2018 were published.7 In a catalogue of questions with negative
1. Edited by the association humanrights.ch and the Federal Commission against Racism (EKR) of the Federal
Department of Home Affairs, the report is published in German, French, and Italian. It evaluated 278 counselling
cases on racial discrimination. These were compiled by the 24 counselling centres in the counselling network from
all regions of Switzerland in the Documentation System on Racism (DoSyRa), https://www.ekr.admin.ch/publikationen/d602/1340.html (Access date: 4 January 2020).
2. “Racism Incidents from Counselling Practice”, p. 7.
3. Ibid. p. 14.
4. Every two years, the Anti-Racism Unit of the Federal Department of Home Affairs publishes a report entitled
“Racial Discrimination in Switzerland”. It is published in German, French, Italian, and English. For more information, see: “Bericht ‘Rassistische Diskriminierung in der Schweiz”, Eidgenössisches Departement des Innern, https://
www.edi.admin.ch/edi/de/home/fachstellen/frb/berichterstattung-und-monitoring/bericht--rassistische-diskriminierung-in-der-schweiz-.html, (Access date: 4 January 2020).
5. “Racist Discrimination in Switzerland 2018”, p. 4.
6. Ibid. p. 37. The report also refers to a pilot study conducted by the Research Institute gfs Bern in 2017, according to which 83 per cent of the Muslims surveyed agreed with the statement that persons of Muslim affiliation are
discriminated against in Switzerland. In the last 12 months, more than half of the interviewees “have experienced
discrimination on the basis of their Muslim group membership, either themselves or with people in their environment” (Ibid., p. 131).
7. “Survey on diversity and coexistence in Switzerland (VeS): results 2018”, Bundesamt für Statistik, February 2019,
https://www.bfs.admin.ch/bfs/de/home/statistiken/bevoelkerung/migration-integration/zusammenleben-schweiz.
assetdetail.7466706.html, (Access date: 10 January 2020).
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8. Ibid. p. 9.
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the basis of the attribution of the religious affiliation ‘Muslim’.”9 Such attributions
are also likely to play a role in discrimination in the housing market. A large-scale
field experiment in Switzerland showed “that people with Kosovar and Turkish names
are generally less frequently invited to view apartments in Switzerland than people with
typical names from Switzerland or neighbouring countries. This constitutes ethnic discrimination by landlords in Switzerland. Since the fictitious applicants have identical
characteristics, alternative explanations are not necessary”.10
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scarves regularly experience discrimination of various kinds: comments, threats, and
assaults by people they do not know (often older local people) on the street, on public transport, or when shopping. In Lausanne, for example, according to the GRA
chronology, a 14-year-old schoolgirl wearing a headscarf in the metro was described
by an elderly man as a “slut” and “Muslim filth”. She was told she should “return to
her country”.12
In addition, according to the NCBI, there are obvious or suspected difficulties
due to Islamophobia in finding accommodation, apprenticeships, internships, and
jobs. In workshops with young people, it is noticeable that little expertise is available
and Islamophobic stereotypes are widespread. Ignorance, fear, and prejudices are
experienced against Muslim refugees from Syria or Afghanistan, for example. Family
structures, values, religion, and practices are met with rejection and cultural practices
are regarded as religious. This does not only concern young people, but also specialists in asylum care, social counselling, or teachers.
In the nationwide women’s strike of 14 June 2019, participating Muslim women were mobbed by other women because of their headscarves.13

Employment
In 2018, a woman visited a counselling centre because she had been discriminated
against by the Regional Employment Centre (RAV) because of her headscarf. She
was accused of not wanting to work and told that she would have found a job long
ago without a headscarf. An interview with a superior was also unsuccessful. She received less unemployment benefit because of the discriminatory allegations and got
into financial difficulties.14
In May 2018, it became known that the staff of the courts in Basel will be prohibited from wearing religious symbols such as headscarves or crosses during hearings. The regulation was triggered by the application of a Muslim trainee who had
applied for a traineeship and used a photo with a headscarf for this purpose.15
At a post office branch, an employee was allowed to wear a headscarf at the
counter. According to a newspaper report, this was justified with a “constitutional

12. “Chronology”, GRA Foundation against Racism and Anti-Semitism, 27 March 2019, https://chronologie.gra.
ch/chronology/3985/, (Access date: 11 January 2020).
13. “Meldungen zu Rechtsextremismus und Rassismus in der Schweiz”, Hans Stutz, 14 June 2019, https://hansstutz.ch/meldungen-zu-rechtsextremismus-und-rassismus-in-der-schweiz/genf-67, (Access date: 11 January 2020);
Meral Kaya, “Rassismus am Frauen*streik”, Neue Wege, 9 December 2019, https://www.neuewege.ch/rassismus-am-frauenstreik, (Access date: 11 January 2020).
14. “Racism Incidents from the Counselling Practice January to December 2018”, p. 15.
15. Andreas Schwald, “Basel schert aus: Gerichte verbieten Kopftuch und Kreuz an Verhandlungen”, bz Basel,
23 May 2018, https://www.bzbasel.ch/basel/basel-stadt/wegen-muslimischer-bewerberin-basler-gerichte-verbieten-kopftuch-und-kreuz-132600699, (Access date: 10 January 2020).
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right to the preservation of freedom of belief and conscience”.16 The Swiss Federal
Railways (SBB) also allow the wearing of headscarves at the counter. However, the
headscarf must match the colour of the uniform. White headscarves can be worn
by Muslim women in Solothurn hospitals. In the canton of Geneva, however, it is
forbidden to wear a headscarf - or other religious symbols - in public service. These
regulations were brought up because of SVP politician Hermann Lei, who considers
the headscarf to be “not a religious symbol”. Rather, he said, it stood for “the oppression of women”.17

Education
In September 2018, it was reported that the Federal Court rejected an appeal against
the invalidation of an initiative to ban headscarves in schools in the canton of Valais.
In 2017, the SVP had demanded in a popular initiative that the wearing of the headscarf be banned in schools in the canton of Valais. The cantonal parliament had declared the initiative invalid on the grounds that it contradicted fundamental rights.
The initiators lodged an appeal, but the Federal Supreme Court ruled that wearing
the headscarf was an expression of a religious belief protected by the constitution.
Therefore, restricting students in their religious beliefs would be a serious violation
of this principle.18
In June 2019, Jean-Luc Addor submitted the parliamentary initiative “Students
without Headgear in Public Schools”. He referred to the popular initiative in the
canton of Valais, which had been declared invalid, and stressed that the Islamic headscarf was “above all a political sign” and “only remotely related to religion”19. Wearing
the Islamic headscarf has “something shocking and therefore something antisocial”.20
Hence in the school context the negative religious freedom of the other pupils and
their parents had to be protected.21
Since 2006, there have been regular debates in Switzerland about Christmas
parties in schools. In November 2019, the news that three Christmas carols at a
school in St. Gallen’s Wil were cancelled due to complaints led to over 70 newspaper and television reports. In addition, there were four interventions in the city and
16. Lucien Fluri, “Post und SBB erlauben Personal, am Schalter Kopftuch zu tragen – das stört den Thurgauer
SVP-Mann Hermann Lei”, St. Galler Tagblatt, 27 December 2019, https://www.tagblatt.ch/schweiz/postund-sbb-erlauben-personal-am-schalter-kopftuch-zu-tragen-das-stoert-den-thurgauer-svp-mann-hermann-leild.1180983?reduced=true, (Access date: 10 January 2020).
17. lbid.
18. “SVP-Initiative für Kopftuchverbot an Schulen ist ungültig”, Tages-Anzeiger, 7 September 2018, https://www.
tagesanzeiger.ch/schweiz/standard/svpinitiative-fuer-kopftuchverbot-an-schulen-ist-ungueltig/story/23958254,
(Access date: 11 January 2020).
19. “Schülerinnen und Schüler ohne Kopfbedeckung an öffentlichen Schulen”, Parliamentary Initiative 19.454,
https://www.parlament.ch/de/ratsbetrieb/suche-curia-vista/geschaeft?AffairId=20190454, (Access date: 11 January
2020).
20. lbid.
21. lbid.
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cantonal parliaments. SVP National Councillor Lukas Reimann demanded on Facebook, for example, that non-Christians should move to a “different cultural area”.
Together with fellow campaigners, he carried out a political action in front of the
school building.22

Politics
SVP National Councillor Jean-Luc Addor submitted the parliamentary initiative
“No Muslim Army Chaplains in Our Army” in 2017. In March 2019, the National
Council decided not to follow the initiative.23 In the debate, SVP National Councillor Erich von Siebenthal, for example, spoke out in favour of the initiative because
Islam’s goal was “world domination”.24
In June 2019, SVP National Councillor Walter Wobmann used question time
in the National Council to criticise the planned construction of an Islamic dome on
the House of Religions in Bern.25 His Egerkinger Committee finally found residents
who objected to the building application. Wobmann argued that “the dome with
the tower is, just like a minaret, a sign of political Islam and therefore should be
forbidden.”26
On 11 September 2019, SVP National Councillor Walter Wobmann submitted the motion “Stop the Spread of Radical Islam in Switzerland”. The motion
calls for the monitoring of all mosques, that no more visas be issued to foreign
imams, and that mosques and other Islamic organisations receive no more funds
from abroad.27
The popular initiative against the free movement of persons (“Limitation Initiative”) was recommended for rejection by the National Council and the Council of
States in December 2019. A referendum will be held on 17 May 2020.28 The popular
initiative was submitted by the SVP and its leading organisation “Action for an Independent and Neutral Switzerland” (AUNS).
22. Lukas Reimann, Facebook, 26 November 2019, https://www.facebook.com/lukasreimann, (Access date: 1 December 2019).
23. “Keine muslimischen Armeeseelsorger in unserer Armee”, Parliamentary Initiative 17.485, https://www.parlament.ch/de/ratsbetrieb/suche-curia-vista/geschaeft?AffairId=20170485, (Access date: 11 January 2020).
24. “Vote von Siebenthal”, Das Schweizer Parlament, 13 March 2019, https://www.parlament.ch/de/ratsbetrieb/
amtliches-bulletin/amtliches-bulletin-die-verhandlungen?SubjectId=45587#votum4, (Access date: 11 January
2020).
25. “Dome with mini-minaret”, Question Time in the National Council, Question 19.5284, https://www.parlament.ch/de/ratsbetrieb/suche-curia-vista/geschaeft?AffairId=20195284, (Access date: 11 January 2020).
26. “Roger Braun, ‘Mini-Minarett’: Anwohner erhebt Einsprache gegen goldene Kuppel auf Berner Moschee”,
Luzerner Zeitung, 19 June 2019, https://www.luzernerzeitung.ch/schweiz/haus-der-religionen-in-bern-einsprachegegen-bau-einer-kuppel-ld.1128693, (Access date: 11 January 2020).
27. “Stopp der Ausbreitung des radikalen Islams in der Schweiz!”, Das Schweizer Parlament, https://www.parlament.
ch/de/ratsbetrieb/suche-curia-vista/geschaeft?AffairId=20194005, (Access date: 11 January 2020).
28. Christoph Nufer, “Stellvertreter-Debatte vor der Stunde der Wahrheit”, srf.ch, 9 December 2019, https://www.
srf.ch/news/schweiz/svp-begrenzungsinitiative-stellvertreter-debatte-vor-der-stunde-der-wahrheit, (Access date: 11
January 2020).
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The AUNS advertises in a voting poster with a teacher wearing a headscarf and
the slogan “Stop!”.29 Another advertisement uses the slogan “No to the Islamisation
of Switzerland” for the popular initiative.30

Media
In April 2018, the imam of the mosque in Wil (canton of St. Gallen) was naturalised
by the city parliament. This path became necessary because a former SVP politician,
who had already been convicted of multiple instances of racial discrimination on
the grounds of anti-Islamic statements,31 had objected to the naturalisation council’s
approval of the application for naturalisation.
There has been resistance and widespread media coverage against the mosque,
which opened in 2017, since the new building project became known in 2006. The
naturalisation of the imam led to almost 100 media reports in 2018. This led to various Islamophobic statements and personal defamations of the imam. For example,
Saïda Keller-Messahli, who is considered by journalists to be an expert on Islam, also
took part in the debate. Her accusations were rejected by the Security and Justice
Director of the canton of St. Gallen as “sweeping and unsubstantiated”.32
In a letter to the editor, SVP Cantonal Councillor Bruno Dudli called for the
imam not to be naturalised, as it could not be assumed that he would tell the truth
due to his religious affiliation. The SVP politician warned the city parliament not to
let itself be lulled by the superficial “drivel” of the imam: “In order to conceal the true
intentions of their religion, Muslims may deceive and even lie to the ‘infidels’ with
the blessing of Allah and Mohammed.” Imams are even worse: “Since the beginnings
of Islam, imams have been trained to consciously deceive and lie to the ‘unbelievers’
about the true intentions of Islam. Deception, guile, conspiracy, cheating, stealing
and killing are nothing but means to the cause of Allah”. Finally, the SVP politician
perfidiously concluded on the alleged Islamic requirement of deception (“Taqiyya”):
“And if [imam, ow] Bekim Alimi denies this principle, then it is precisely a practical
application of this tactic.”33
In the context of a complaint to the Swiss Press Council, the newspaper editors
justified the publication of the letter to the editor, as it represented a frequently expressed attitude and fear. Such a political stance should have been allowed freedom
29. Schweizerzeit, 20 December 2019, p. 9.
30. Schweizerzeit, 6 December 2019, p. 5.
31. “Reports on Right-Wing Extremism and Racism in Switzerland, Wil SG”, Hans Stutz, 5 April 2018, https://
hans-stutz.ch/mteilungen-zu-rechtsextremismus-und-rassismus-in- der-schweiz / wil-sg-0, (Access date: 11 January
2020).
32. Jörg Krummenacher, “Die aufwühlende Einbürgerung von Imam Alimi”, NZZ, 5 April 2018, https://www.nzz.
ch/schweiz/die-aufwuehlende-einbuergerung-von-imam-a-ld.1374438, (Access date: 11 January 2020).
33. Bruno Dudli, “Die Krux mit der ‘Taqiyya”, Wiler Zeitung, 17 March 2018, https://www.tagblatt.ch/ostschweiz/
wil/die-krux-mit-der-taqiyya-ld.579355, (Access date: 11 January 2020).
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of expression, even if the content was assumed to be discriminatory. In its statement
in August 2019, the Press Council followed the argumentation of the editors. The
Press Council does not know whether the “Taqiyya” exists in the alleged form but
considers the content of the letter to the editor to be “a fairly widespread political opinion”. Therefore, in weighing the information content against the danger of
discrimination, it does not want to prevent relevant information in order to avoid
possible discrimination. The complaint was dismissed.34
In June 2019, the Press Council upheld a complaint against a report about
another imam, as unsubstantiated allegations were made, information was withheld,
and sources were unjustifiably anonymised.35
In September 2019, Pastor Dr. Christine Dietrich was elected to the Church
Council of the Protestant Reformed Church of Basel-Stadt. Since then, due to protests inside and outside the church, an ongoing debate with over 70 media contributions has developed.36 For several years, the pastor was editor and at times solely
responsible for the Islamophobic blog “Politically Incorrect” (PI-News).37
In February 2007, she gave a programmatic sermon on life in the biblical end
times and the “disregarding” of the coming disaster in the form of “Islamic fascism”.
She asked whether one would decide in time to defend oneself. The Bible demanded
a “clear yes or no”, it was not an option to “simply wait for the catastrophe”.38 Thus
she travelled to Brussels on 11 September 2007, where the hard core of European
Islamophobes met for the illegal demonstration “Stop the creeping Islamisation of
Europe”,39 whereupon she was accepted into the PI editorial staff.40
In November 2007, a well-known author left PI because of “sectarian aberrations” in the editorial department, where people thought they were “in possession of
34. “Diskriminierungsverbot / Menschenwürde / Leserbriefe”, Statement of the Swiss Press Council 38/2019, 26
August 2019, https://presserat.ch/complaints/38_2019/, (Access date: 11 January 2020).
35. “Quellenbearbeitung / Unterschlagen wichtiger Informationselemente / Sachlich nicht gerechtfertigte Anschuldigungen / Diskriminierung”, Statement of the Swiss Press Council 16/2019, June 2019, https://presserat.ch/
complaints/16_2019/, (Access date: 11 January 2020).
36. Jonas Hoskyn and Benjamin Rosch, “Eine Frau redet sich ins Elend: Pfarrerin mischte bei einem rechtsextremen Anti-Islam-Blog mit”, bz Basel, 30 September 2019, https://www.bzbasel.ch/basel/basel-stadt/eine-frauredet-sich-ins-elend-pfarrerin-mischte-bei-einem-rechtsextremen-anti-islam-blog-mit-135724229, (Access date:
11 January 2020).
37. Thomas Knellwolf, “Tapfere Christine’: Doppelleben einer Schweizer Pfarrerin”, Tages-Anzeiger, 17 September
2011, https://www.tagesanzeiger.ch/schweiz/standard/tapfere-christine-doppelleben-einer-schweizer-pfarrerin/story/11053969, (Access date: 11 January 2020).
38. Christine Dietrich, “Hooray, We’Re Going Down?!? Zu Joël 2,1-11, Reading text: Rev 3,14-22”, Sermon in the
Reformed Church Altdorf, 18 February 2007, https://web.archive.org/web/20071116063901/www.reformiertealtdorferpredigten.com/Predigt54.htm, (Access date: 11 January 2020).
39. “Brüsseler Spitzen”, PI-News, 11 September 2007, http://www.pi-news.net/2007/09/bruesseler-spitzen/, (Access date: 11 January 2020).
40. Oliver Wäckerlig, “Das Fanal von Fangen. Der Schweizer Minarettdiskurs - Ursachen und Folgen”, (Master’s
thesis, AV Akademikerverlag, Saarbrücken: 2014), p. 228, https://www.zora.uzh.ch/id/eprint/92420/, (Access date:
11 January 2020).
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the truth” and almost drove each other into a delusion “which hopefully will never
have an impact in real life”.41
In December 2007, when Dietrich’s involvement with PI was the subject of discussion and criticism in the Swiss media, she reacted on 8 December 2007with the
PI article “Fundamental Problems”. In it, she regretted that “fundamentalism” had
become a dirty word in Europe and defended the “confessing church”, which “stands
up for Christianity (against Islam)”.42 on 16 December 2007, she wrote a contribution to reports about a priest who was injured in a knife attack in Turkey. “In Turkey
(...) another Christian priest was stabbed - third Advent in Turkish.”43
In 2008, Dietrich took part as a representative of PI in the secret annual meeting
of the transatlantic self-styled “Counterjihad” in Vienna.44 (Figure 3)

Figure 3: The meetings of the "Counterjihad" in the period 2007-2012 with the key players. Author’s own
Figure 3: The 45
meetings of the “Counterjihad” in the period 2007-2012 with the key players. Author’s own
presentation.
presentation.45

In May 2009, Dietrich held the opening speech at the “Anti-Islamisation Congress” in Cologne
to right-wing radicals and gave them her blessing. 46 In August, as PI spokeswoman, she called
on television for freedom of opinion for the FPÖ politician Susanne Winter, who was convicted
of incitement to hatred in Austria because she had described the Prophet Mohammed as a “child
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In May 2009, Dietrich held the opening speech at the “Anti-Islamisation Congress” in Cologne to right-wing radicals and gave them her blessing.46 In August, as
PI spokeswoman, she called on television for freedom of opinion for the FPÖ politician Susanne Winter, who was convicted of incitement to hatred in Austria because
she had described the Prophet Mohammed as a “child molester” who had written
the Koran “in the context of epileptic seizures”. She warned against an “Islamic immigration tsunami” and also demanded that “Islam” should be “thrown back” on the
other side of the Mediterranean. As Dr. Dietrich of PI, the pastor defended the FPÖ
politician by saying that Islam oppresses women, abuses children for hatred, kills
homosexuals, and persecutes Jews.47
In 2010, the secret “Counterjihad” annual conference took place in Switzerland.
Dietrich participated again for PI and showed the participants Zurich with the Grossmünster. SVP National Councillor Lukas Reimann spoke about the success of the minaret construction ban and representatives of the extreme right-wing English Defence
League (EDL) showed how they use hooligans to mobilise for Islamophobic rallies.48
When Anders Breivik, motivated by Islamophobia, massacred left-wing youth
in July 2011, he did so inspired by the texts of the Norwegian right-wing extremist
Peder “Fjordman” Jensen, among others.49 His texts have also been published on PINews and he has also been a guest of Dietrich in Switzerland, as the Spiegel reported.50
Due to media pressure after the Breivik terror, Dietrich had to withdraw from PINews in September 2011.
In 2019, the CDU politician Walter Lübcke was the target of an assassination
attempt. This was due to a 2015 statement on refugee policy, which was scandalised
by PI-News, among others, and triggered a continuing controversy.51
In November 2019, Swiss television staged a meeting of the SVP National
Councillor Lukas Reimann with the imam of the mosque in Wil (“Together on the
sofa”) on the topic of “10 years of minaret ban”.52 Reimann had spoken out against
the naturalisation of the imam in 2018, as he considered his claim to religious free46. Michael Stürzenberger, “Eine moderne Jeanne d’Arc”, PI-News, 18 May 2009, http://www.pi-news.net/2009/05/
eine-moderne-jeanne-darc, (Access date: 11 January 2020).
47. Wäckerlig, “Das Fanal”, p. 230f.
48. Ibid., p. 214f.
49. Wäckerlig, “Vernetzte Islamfeindlichkeit”, p. 70-75.
50. Markus Feldenkirchen and Holger Stark, “Islamophobie: ‘Uns brennt der Hintern’. Interne Protokolle zeigen,
wie die Führung des umstrittenen Blogs ‘Politically Incorrect’ über die Anschläge von Norwegen denkt”, Der Spiegel, No. 39 2011.
51. Matern Boeselager, “So hasserfüllt war die rechtsextreme Kampagne gegen den erschossenen CDU-Politiker”,
VICE, 4 June 2019, https://www.vice.com/de/article/mb85bq/walter-luebcke-tot-so-hasserfullt-war-die-rechtsextreme-kampagne-gegen-erschossenen-cdu-politiker, (Access date: 11 January 2020).
52. “10 Jahre Minarett-Verbot – Ein Treffen in der Moschee Wil”, SRF 1 Regional Journal Eastern Switzerland,
29 November 2019, https://www.srf.ch/news/regional/ostschweiz/10-jahre-minarett-verbot-ein-treffen-in-dermoschee-wil, (Access date: 11 January 2020).
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dom to be a denial of integration.53 Contrary to the facts - but matching the story
- the television report claimed that the anti-minaret initiative had its origin in Wil.54
Reimann, who fought for years against the building of the new mosque in Wil,
could claim without contradiction: “I was never against a mosque, only against a
minaret.” The tenor of the report was that “the impact of the initiative was that it
had no impact.” The Muslims were well-integrated and did not mind the ban on
minarets. Not a word about Islamophobia. Also, in a review in the Luzerner Zeitung,
Saïda Keller-Messahli stated that the anti-minaret initiative had had no effect and
that Muslims who denounced the minaret ban as “Islamophobic” would merely cultivate a “victim discourse”.55
In the debate about his naturalisation, she also imputed a “victim mentality” to
the imam of Wil, who took it upon himself to describe an attitude test published by
the newspaper as “humiliating”. According to Keller-Messahli, this victim mentality
is an instrument of “all Islamists”.56
Another review of “10 years of minaret ban” did not focus on Islamophobia, but on the growing number of Muslims in Switzerland and the continued
construction of mosques “though without minarets”. Since then “the matter” has
calmed down and the debates have become “more differentiated”, without going
into further details.57
A systematic survey of media reporting on Muslims in Switzerland from 2009
to 2017 was conducted at the University of Zurich on behalf of the Federal Commission against Racism FCR.58
Since 2015 there has been an increasing concentration on the topics of “radicalisation” and “terror”, whereas the topics of “successful integration” and “everyday
life”, which “reflect the living environment of the majority of Muslims in Switzerland”,
remain marginal in reporting. Since 2009, there has been a steady increase in contributions with a distancing tonality towards Muslim actors in Switzerland. This is particularly problematic where they are linked to generalisations. In Weltwoche this affects
53. Lukas Reimann, Facebook, 5 April 2018, https://www.facebook.com/lukasreimann, (Access date: 11 January
2020).
54. For more information, see: Wäckerlig, “Das Fanal von Wangen”.
55. Kari Kälin, “Zehn Jahre Minarett-Verbot: Die Gegner lagen mit ihren Warnungen turmhoch daneben”, Luzerner Zeitung, 23 November 2019, https://www.luzernerzeitung.ch/schweiz/zehn-jahre-minarett-verbot-die-gegner-lagen-mit-ihren-warnungen-turmhoch-daneben-ld.1171125, (Access date: 11 January 2020).
56. “Der Imam toleriert radikale Prediger”, Tagblatt, 1 April 2018, https://www.tagblatt.ch/ostschweiz/integration-bekim-alimi-toleriert-radikale-prediger-ld.1015171, (Access date: 11 January 2020).
57. “Islam in der Schweiz. 10 Jahre Minarett-Verbot: Rückblick auf eine hart umkämpfte Debatte”, Swissinfo Editorial Office, 29 November 2019, https://www.swissinfo.ch/ger/islam-in-der-schweiz_10-jahre-minarett-verbot-rueckblick-auf-eine-hart-umkaempfte-debatte/45393798, (Access date: 11 January 2020).
58. Patrik Ettinger, “Qualität der Berichterstattung über Muslime in der Schweiz”, A study commissioned by the
Federal Commission against Racism EKR, (Bern: 2018), https://www.ekr.admin.ch/dokumentation/d107/1331.
html, (Access date: 11 January 2020).
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48 per cent of contributions. In addition, the people affected, i.e. Muslim actors, are
predominantly the objects of reporting: “In 55% of the contributions, they are written
about without having their say, in another 25% they only have their say in the margins
of the contribution”.59 And where Muslims have their say, this often happens “in a polarising setting”, among others with Saïda Keller-Messahli, who has established herself
“as a critic of the Muslim umbrella organisations in Switzerland”.60 Representatives of
these umbrella organisations, on the other hand, rarely get a chance to speak.61

Justice System
In February 2019, a referendum in the canton of Geneva approved a law governing the state’s relationship with religious communities. It prohibits “visible religious
characteristics” in the civil service and in plenary sessions of the legislature. Religious events on public grounds require special permission, which can be prohibited
if “conspicuous religious features” are displayed.62
The Geneva Constitutional Court partially revised the laity law passed in November 2019. Members of Parliamentare likely to continue to wear religious symbols
such as headscarves. Parliamentarians as members of a legislative body would not
represent the state, “but embody society and its pluralism”.63
In February 2019, a petition by Giorgio Ghiringhelli was dealt with in the canton
of Ticino. Ghiringhelli, who initiated the Ticino ban on facial coverings, wanted to ban
prayers in public spaces “that contain hate messages, discriminate against other religions
and violate the anti-racism penalty norm”. As an expert, Sami Aldeeb confirmed that
Muslim prayer falls under it.64 The Ticino cantonal parliament rejected the petition.
There has been a ban on facial coverings in the canton of Ticino since 2016.
So far, almost exclusively football and ice hockey fans have been fined. In 2017, the
Landsgemeinde in the canton of Glarus rejected an initiative to ban facial masking.
After a referendum, facial coverings have been banned in the canton of St. Gallen
since 2019.65 No one has ever been fined.66
59. Ibid., p. 6.
60. lbid., p. 6.
61. lbid., p. 6.
62. Marianne Weymann, “Genfer streiten über Trennung von Kirche und Staat”, ref.ch, 5 February 2019, https://
www.ref.ch/news/genfer-streiten-ueber-trennung-von-kirche-und-staat, (Access date: 11 January 2020).
63. “Genfer Parlamentarier dürfen religiöse Symbole tragen”, kath.ch, 27 November 2019, https://www.kath.ch/
newsd/genfer-parlamentarier-duerfen-weiterhin-religioese-symbole-tragen/, (Access date: 11 January 2020).
64. Kari Kälin, “Burka-Bekämpfer will Muslimen Beten auf der Strasse verbieten”, Aargauer Zeitung, 13 February 2019, https://www.aargauerzeitung.ch/schweiz/burka-bekaempfer-will-muslimen-beten-auf-der- street-forbid-134080490, (Access date: 11 January 2020).
65. “Racial Discrimination in Switzerland”, p. 134.
66. Katharina Brenner, “‘Ein Papiertiger’ – die Bilanz nach einem Jahr Burkaverbot im Kanton St.Gallen: Da war
nichts”, Tagblatt, 23 December 2019, https://www.tagblatt.ch/ostschweiz/ein- paper tiger-the-balance-after-a-year-ban
on burka-in-the-canton-stgallen-there-was-nothing-ld.1180289? reduced = true, (Access date: 11 January 2020).

784

setav.org

ISLAMOPHOBIA IN Switzerland

The popular initiative “Yes to the ban on facial coverings” was submitted in
2017 by the Egerkinger Committee. It demands that no one in Switzerland should
cover their face in public space.67
The Federal Council rejected the popular initiative and in March 2019 compared it with an indirect counterproposal: “The proposed regulation at law level requires people to show their faces when it is necessary for identification purposes, for
example in the areas of migration, customs, social security, and passenger transport.”68
At the end of 2019, the National Council and the Council of States approved and
extended the counterproposal.69

Internet

customs, social security, and passenger transport.” 68 At the end of 2019, the National Council
and the Council of States approved and extended the counterproposal. 69

The blog “Les observateurs” was founded in 2012 by Uli Windisch and quickly
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Figure 4: ASVI laments on Facebook the deletion of a Facebook page of the Identitarian movement. 71
Figure 4: ASVI laments on Facebook the deletion of a Facebook page of the Identitarian movement.71

Mireille Vallette's “Association Suisse Vigilance Islam” (ASVI) operates in a similar
67. “Eidgenössische Volksinitiative ‘Ja zum Verhüllungsverbot”, Federal Chancellery – People’s Initiatives, https://
environment and on Facebook, focuses, among other things, on the topics of the extreme rightwww.bk.admin.ch/ch/d/pore/vi/vis465t.html, (Access date: 11 January 2020).
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dissemination of Islamophobic propaganda and are the starting point and resonance space for

69. Linda Koponen, “Burka-Initiative im Nationalrat: Nein zu Kleidervorschriften, Ja zur Gleichstellung”, NZZ,
12 December 2019, https://www.nzz.ch/schweiz/burka-initiative-nationalrat-sagt-nein-zu- clothing regulations-yes-for-equality-ld.1528029, (Access date: 11 January 2020).

70. Thomas Jammet and Diletta Guidi, “Observer Les Observateurs. Du pluralisme médiatique au populisme anti-islam, analyse d’un
site de ‘réinformation’ suisse et de ses connexions”, Réseaux, 2 (2017), p. 241-271, https://
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Mireille Vallette’s “Association Suisse Vigilance Islam” (ASVI) operates in a similar environment and on Facebook, focuses, among other things, on the topics of the
extreme right-wing identity movement. (Figure 4)
Social media such as Facebook and Twitter continue to provide a breeding
ground for the dissemination of Islamophobic propaganda and are the starting point
and resonance space for media storms. The call by SVP National Councillor Andreas
Glarner to contact a teacher in 2019 and complain about a holiday arrangement for
a Bairam caused quite a stir.72

Central Figures in the Islamophobia Network
In 2018, money was collected via the campaign platform of the SVP-related magazine Schweizerzeit73 for Giorgio Ghiringhelli’s “Stop Islam Award” (changed to “Stop
Islamisation Award” after criticism).74 A partner of the platform is the Egerkinger
Committee,75 which was founded for the anti-minaret initiative adopted in 2009. It
remained active thereafter under the leadership of SVP National Councillor Walter
Wobmann. The committee is currently behind the popular initiative “Yes to the ban
on facial coverings”. Wobmann was the winner of the Award 2018, as was Mireille
Vallette with her organisation “Association Suisse Vigilance Islam” (ASVI).
Other candidates for the award were Uli Windisch from lesobservateurs.ch and
Saïda Keller-Messahli from the “Forum for a progressive Islam” (FFI).76 Keller-Messahli, author of an anti-Islamic pamphlet, places Muslim self-organisation in mosques
and associations under general suspicion.77 Together with the FFI and internationally networked with “secular Muslims”, she stands for a paternalistic laicism that is
opposed to the historical experience in Switzerland and wants to ban religion into
the private sphere.78
One of the winners of the “Stop Islamisation Award 2019” was Sami Aldeeb,79
who is considered an expert by the foundation Zukunft CH,80 which warns “that
72. “Meldungen zu Rechtsextremismus und Rassismus in der Schweiz”, Hans Stutz, 4 June 2019, https://hansstutz.ch/meldungen-zu-rechtsextremismus-und-rassismus-in-der-schweiz/oberwil-lieli-ag-2, (Access date: 11 January 2020).
73. On the role of Schweizerzeit in the minaret discourse, see: Wäckerlig, “Das Fanal von Wangen”, p. 86-91.
74. “Swiss Stop Islamisation Award 2018”, Tells-Geschoss.ch, https://www.tells-geschoss.ch/crowdfunding-projekte/?tx_projekt_domain_model_projekt[id]=20, (Access date: 11 January 2020).
75. Wäckerlig, “Vernetzte Islamfeindlichkeit”, p. 190-192; Wäckerlig: “Das Fanal von Wangen”.
76. For more information, see: “Swiss Stop Islamisation Award 2018”.
77. Reinhard Schulze, “Populist Stereotypes, Bazonline, 27 February 2018, https://www.bazonline.ch/schweiz/standard/populistische-stereotypen/story/10685618, (Access date: 11 January 2020).
78. Wäckerlig, “Vernetzte Islamfeindlichkeit”, p. 287-291.
79. “Voici les trois lauréats du ‘Swiss Stop Islamization Award 2019”, lesobservateurs.ch, 22 July 2019, https://lesobservateurs.ch/2019/07/22/voici-les-trois-laureats-du-swiss-stop-islamization-award-2019/, (Access date: 11 January
2020).
80. For more information about “Zukunft CH”, see: Wäckerlig, “Vernetzte Islamfeindlichkeit”, p. 195f.
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every Muslim is obliged to wage a ‘Holy War’ in order to subject the whole world to
the law of Allah, be it through inner effort, migration, births, or even terror”.81 The
foundation organises Islamophobic events, most recently in October 2019 on “Heilmittel Migration?” with Thilo Sarrazin, and distributes corresponding brochures.82
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11 January 2020).
82. “Fachbroschüren”, Stiftung Zukunft CH, https://www.zukunft-ch.ch/publikationen/fachbroschueren/, (Access
date: 22 January 2020).
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7911 January 2020).
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In 2019, the Centre for Religious Studies at the University of Lucerne prepared
a practice-oriented guide on Islam, schools, and society.84
The National Coalition Building Institute (NCBI) offers workshops on topics
such as Islamophobia. The NCBI also offers courses for refugees and specialists or for
young Muslim women wearing headscarves in dealing with Islamophobia, especially
when looking for an apprenticeship or for integration in general. The touring exhibition on the subject of “Muslim-Jewish friendships” travelled to almost ten locations.85
The NCBI offers various writings on Islam.86
IRAS COTIS, the Interreligious Study Group in Switzerland, also has projects
in the areas of education, encounters, and networking in order to reduce prejudices
and fears and thus contribute to social cohesion in Switzerland.87

Conclusion and Policy Recommendations
The reports on the naturalisation of the imam of Wil, the confusion surrounding
the election of a long-standing anti-Islam activist to the Basel City Church Council, or the way the 10th anniversary of the ban on minaret construction in the Swiss
Federal Constitution were handled have shown how social actors struggle for orientation in Switzerland. On the one hand, we find ourselves in a culture war, where
every media report on provocative topics such as Islam, climate change, or Trump
can trigger a media storm orchestrated by digital combat troops with unforeseeable
psychological and physical consequences for those involved. On the other hand,
attempts are being made to trivialise the social division and the systematic attacks
on religious and social peace from the ranks of the SVP and its satellites in order to
avoid having to take a position and question the political status quo. The following
points are recommended:
• As media analyses and consulting practice show, the years of debate on Islam have apparently not led to more knowledge about Islam in the public
and in media editorial offices, but rather to the hardening of prejudices and
acceptance of conspiracy theories that are as well-known as known to be
84. Andreas Tunger-Zanetti, Jürgen Endres, Silvia Martens and Nicole Wagner, “Ramadan kommt immer so plötzlich. Islam, Schule und Gesellschaft. Ein Leitfaden mit Hinweisen und Ideen für die berufliche Praxis”, (Lucerne:
University of Lucerne Centre for Religious Studies: 2019), http://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.3086011, (Access date:
11 January 2020).
85. For more information, see: “Jüdisch – Muslimische”, Respect, http://www.ausstellung.ncbi.ch/, (Access date:
11 January 2020).
86. “Ich spreche für mich”, NCBI, https://www.ncbi.ch/wp-content/uploads/2019-04-03_ich-spreche-fuer-mich_
layout_ansicht.pdf, (Access date: 11 January 2020); “ABC des Islams”, NCBI, 15 April 2013, https://www.ncbi.
ch/Produkt/abc-des-islams/, (Access date: 11 January 2020); Ratgeber “Muslimische Kinder in der Schule”, NCBI,
https://www.ncbi.ch/de/projekte/vorurteile-abbauen/islamophobie/muslimische-kinder/, (Access date: 11 January
2020).
87. For more information, see: “Verein”, Iras Cotis, https://www.iras-cotis.ch/verein/, (Access date: 11 January
2020).
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false. The consequence of this is that hostility of all kinds becomes an undifferentiated “criticism of Islam” that is trivialised. The refusal to perceive
and name Islamophobia is reflected in the arbitrary distinction between
“anti-Muslimism” to be condemned and unproblematic “Islam criticism”
or “mistrust of Islam”. Thus the discriminatory ban on building minarets,
exclusionary dress codes, or the defamation of a blameless imam become
legitimate political positions,88 while “anti-Muslimism” is projected from
the centre of society onto marginalised racists. Public authorities should
therefore reconsider their conceptual narrow-mindedness, because racial
discrimination is not only present when it is racially motivated.89
The interpretation of the factor analysis of the VeS, which leads to the indices “Hostility towards Muslims” and “mistrust of Islam”, also shows this
blind spot: “anti-Muslimism” is based on the assessment of three statements
that have no “explicit reference to religion or religious practices”.90 But one
of the three reads: “Muslims should be banned from practising their religion in Switzerland”. The index “mistrust of Islam” should therefore refer
only to statements about religion. Besides a statement according to which
Muslims everywhere wanted to enforce the “Sharia”, the explicit religious
references are missing in “Muslims strive for world domination” and “Islamist terrorists find strong support among Muslims”. The distinction between “anti-Muslimism” and “mistrust of Islam” is also inappropriate here.
In statistical evaluations Islamophobia should be evaluated separately.

Chronology
•
•
•
•
•

01.01.2019: A ban on facial coverings is in force in the canton of St. Gallen.
10.02.2019: A law on secularity is adopted in a referendum in the canton
of Geneva.
19.02.2019: A petition for a public ban on prayer is rejected in the canton
of Ticino.
15.03.2019: The Federal Council rejects the popular initiative “Yes to the
ban on facial coverings” and puts forward an indirect counterproposal.
04.06.2019: An SVP politician triggers a media storm against a female
teacher via Facebook because of a Muslim holiday regulation.

88. Cf. also this acquittal regarding racial discrimination through the separation of Islam and Muslims: “Flyer ‘Sie
sind in Gefahr!”, Eidgenössische Kommission gegen Rassismus EKR, 2018, https://www.ekr.admin.ch/dienstleistungen/d524/2018-015N.html?db=N&keyword5=52&p=1, (Access date: 11 January 2020).
89. Michael Bischof, “Widersprüchliche Realität. Integrationsförderung und Rassismusbekämpfung – zwei Seiten
derselben Medaille?”, Tangram 42/2018, p. 42-45, https://www.ekr.admin.ch/d730.html, (Access date: 11 January
2020).
90. VeS, p. 10.
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14.06.2019: Muslim women participating in a women’s strike are accosted
by other women because of their headscarves.
18.07.2019: The “Swiss Stop Islamisation Award 2019” is presented to
three people.
04.09.2019: A long-time PI-News activist is elected to the church council
of the Protestant Reformed parish of Basel-Stadt.
26.09.2019: The Council of States approves the Federal Council’s counterproposal to the popular initiative “Yes to the ban on facial coverings”.
26.11.2019: The Geneva Constitutional Court partially revises the law on
secularity. Members of parliament are allowed to continue to wear signs of
religious affiliation such as headscarves.
29.11.2019: Various media report on the 10th anniversary of the minaret
construction ban.
12.12.2019: The National Council also approves the counterproposal to
the popular initiative “Yes to the ban on facial coverings” and adds various
points to improve equality.
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